NIU Convocation Center

SOLICITATION, DISTRIBUTION AND EXPRESSIVE ACTIVITIES 

REGULATION AND PROCEDURE

Northern Illinois University permits and encourages discussion and expression of all views throughout the entire academic community.  Students may support any cause by legal, orderly means that neither disrupt the operation of the University nor interfere with the rights of others.

Solicitation, distribution of materials, and other expressive activities by currently enrolled students, current faculty and staff of the University, or duly recognized student organizations or a recognized employee group of the University on the NIU Convocation Center premises must be conducted in a peaceful and orderly fashion and in accordance with the following standards and procedures, any applicable state law, and any other relevant Board of Trustees or University policies, procedures, guidelines, rules or regulations.  These standards and procedures, which supplement the Policy Concerning Demonstration and Policies Concerning Sale and Distribution of Printed Materials at Northern Illinois University, only apply to the NIU Convocation Center and its immediately adjacent vicinity and parking lots.  (The  Policy Concerning Demonstration and Policies Concerning Sale and Distribution of Printed Materials at Northern Illinois University can be found in the Appendices to the NIU Student Judicial Code.)

Speech and expression may be legally regulated with respect to time, place, and manner, so long as such conditions are “viewpoint” neutral.  Such viewpoint-neutral conditions at the NIU Convocation Center are narrowly tailored to serve a significant University interest (including, but not limited to, avoiding disruption of or interference with regular events in the facility, protecting public safety and University property, or facilitating pedestrian or vehicular traffic) and will leave open ample alternative channels of communication at other University locations.  The content of speech and expression may be limited only when it constitutes unprotected speech, as defined by applicable judicial decisions and interpretations (including, but not limited to, a clear and present danger, fighting words, or obscenity).

THINGS TO BE AWARE OF WHEN DEMONSTRATING

The right to peacefully express a viewpoint is an acceptable behavior within the Northern Illinois University Academic Community. The university retains the right to regulate the time, place and manner of such expressions in order to protect personal safety, property, and the continuity of university operations.

A demonstrative expression of a viewpoint is disruptive or coercive if it substantially impedes university operations, or substantially interferes with the rights of others, or occurs at a place where students or others are not authorized to be ( or at a time when they are not authorized to be there).  Demonstrators are specifically prohibited from several actions, including (but not limited to): 

· Use, or threat, of force or violence:

· to infringe upon the freedom of movement of others on university premises.

· to block entrance to or exit from university property or facilities;

· to interfere with the operations of the university; or 

· to resist authorized request to leave university property or facilities.

Both, University policies and Illinois law prohibit interference with a public institution of higher education.  Violation of the law is a Class C misdemeanor and can lead to arrest, incarceration and fines. University policy also prohibits this behavior. Violations of this policy, which appears in the STUDENT JUDICIAL CODE can result in disciplinary action ranging from a letter of warning to dismissal from the University. Criminal damage to state supported property and criminal trespass to state-supported property are class A misdemeanors. Depending on the circumstances, an individual arrested as part of a coercive or disruptive demonstration could be charged with resisting a police officer, resisting arrest, battery or aggravated battery, and other criminal offenses, including felonies. Any battery against a police officer on duty constitutes aggravated battery in the State of Illinois.

USE PERMIT PROCEDURE

1.
Only currently enrolled students, current faculty and staff of the University, or duly recognized student organizations or a recognized employee group of the University desiring to engage in such solicitation, distribution or expressive activity on the NIU Convocation Center premises may request a Use Permit from the Director of the NIU Convocation Center, or designee, in the Center’s administrative office.  This office is located near the ticket windows at Gate 2 of the Center.  All Use Permit applications must be made during regular business hours - between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday - by filling out an appropriate form, which shall be provided by the NIU Convocation Center.  

2.
The Use Permit application form shall contain the following information: 

a) name of the organization or person on whose behalf the solicitation, distribution or expressive activity will be conducted;

b) name, address and telephone number of the Use Permit applicant or contact person representing the applicant organization;

c) a brief description of the types of proposed activities to be conducted by the Permit applicant (i.e. solicitation of funds, circulation of petitions, distribution of literature, etc.), as well as copies of the materials to be used by the Permit applicant; and

d) specific times and dates of proposed demonstration, distribution, or expression activities. 

3.
The Use Permit Application form shall be submitted to the NIU Convocation Center administrative office during regular business hours at least three (3) business days prior to the applicant’s first anticipated solicitation, distribution or expressive activity.  A new form shall be submitted in the event of any change of the information contained therein.  All approvals shall expire on the time and date specified on the permit. Prior to any renewal, a new application form must be filed with the NIU Convocation Center administrative office.  Approval of any activity does not create any expressed or implied right to renewal.
4.
The solicitation, distribution or expressive activity shall be conducted only on the Green Square, located outside of Gates 1 and 2 of the NIU Convocation Center.  No solicitation, distribution or expressive activities regulated by this procedure will be permitted in the parking areas surrounding the NIU Convocation Center or at any location inside of the NIU Convocation Center.

5.
The NIU Convocation Center’s Green Square is available for solicitation, distribution of materials, and expressive activity on a first-applicant, first-served basis.  No more than one Use Permit will be authorized on the Green Square during the same time.  In any event, an individual or organization shall not be granted a Use Permit for the use of the Green Square for more than one hour per authorized Use Permit.

6.
The authorized use of the NIU Convocation Center Green Square for solicitation, distribution or other expressive activities shall not constitute or suggest endorsement of the content of that expression, or any proponent thereof, by the State of Illinois, the NIU Board of Trustees, Northern Illinois University, any of its departments, its administration, officers, staff, faculty, students, or any other individual member of these constituencies.

7.
The use of tables for the distribution of materials within the NIU Convocation Center Green Square shall be governed by the size of the Green Square.  Prior approval to use tables on the Green Square must be secured from the NIU Convocation Center’s Director or his/her designee.  

8.
Use of sound amplification of any kind may not be used in connection with such solicitation, distribution or expressive activity, unless prior written approval has been given.  Prior written approval to use sound amplification must be secured from the NIU Convocation Center’s Director or his/her delegate via the Use Permit Application form.

9.
Sale of any items on the NIU Convocation Center premises and its immediate vicinity shall not be permitted, except inside the NIU Convocation Center when done: (1) by authorized individuals and organizations - including, but not limited to, vendors or exhibitors; and (2) in specifically designated areas only.

10.
Persons engaging in solicitation, distribution or expressive activities shall not:

a)
violate any applicable law or NIU Board of Trustees or University policies, 
procedures, guidelines, rules, or regulations;

b)
fail to cooperate in good faith with University officials or law enforcement 
officers who are acting in the performance of their duties;

c)
enter the NIU Convocation Center without authorization from the Director or 
designee;

d)
deliberately block, impede, or restrain the flow of pedestrian or vehicular traffic 
at places of ingress and egress to the NIU Convocation Center or its parking 
areas;

e)
obstruct, disrupt, or interfere with the regular and orderly performance and 
operations of NIU Convocation Center functions and events;

f)
damage, destroy, or take without written permission any University property or 
property of any individual who is located in the University community or at a 
University-sponsored event; or

g)
post materials on any University property without written prior permission 
from the Center Director or designee.

11.
Persons engaging in solicitation, distribution or other expressive activities shall be responsible for all expenses associated with these activities, as well as picking up pamphlets or other material used distributed by them within a reasonable distance from the area of distribution.  

12.
In the event of a failure to reasonably abide by these standards and procedures in conducting solicitation, distribution and other expressive activities, it is the long-standing policy of the University to move with dispatch to restore order and assure open operation of the NIU Convocation Center.  Every reasonable attempt will be made to discuss issues rationally and to avoid violence or the use of force.  However, in the event the processes of discussion fail, the issues are determined to be not negotiable, and disruption continues, the Director of the Convocation Center or his/her designee, will announce either oral or written notice to the group to disperse.  If the members of the group refuse to comply, they will be subject to arrest for trespass or other violation of state law. 

13.
Any person who believes an individual or organization is violating the provisions of these standards and procedures should communicate those concerns, in writing, to the NIU Office of University Legal Services within 72 hours of forming this belief.  University Legal Services is located at 335 Altgeld Hall, and during daytime business hours can be contacted at 815-753-1774.

NIU Convocation Center

SOLICITATION, DISTRIBUTION AND EXPRESSIVE ACTIVITIES
USE PERMIT APPLICATION

TODAY’S DATE:

________________________________________________________





(MONTH)                       (DAY)
                      (YEAR)

ORGANIZATION:

________________________________________________________

CONTACT PERSON:
________________________________________________________

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS : __________________________________________________





(Please print)

ADDRESS:


________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________





(City)

                           (State)

              (Zip)

PHONE:


________________________________________________________





(Home)
          

           (Work)

FAX NUMBER:

________________________________________________________

TIME AND DATE OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY:  _____________________________​​​________

NATURE OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY (i.e. solicitation, circulation of petition, distribution of literature, and description of any intended sound amplification):  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have received and read a copy of the NIU Convocation Center Solicitation, Distribution and Expressive Activities Regulation and Procedure.  I, and the organization that I represent (if applicable), hereby accept the terms and conditions of the NIU Convocation Center Solicitation, Distribution and Expressive Activities Regulation and Procedure.

_______________________________________________
    ______________________________

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE



    DATE

======================================================================

Action by Convocation Center Director or Designee

Use Permit Approved:  _____     



Use Permit Not Approved:  _____    

Reason(s) if Not Approved: ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

By:  ____________________________________________________________________________

        Authorized Signature




              Date

