Matuszewich Laboratory

Research Assistant/Independent Study Application

The goal of my research is to understand how environmental challenges impact the brain and behavior.  Different types of environmental challenges, as well as different ages when experienced, can dramatically impact the long-term effects on the brain and behavior.  My laboratory has investigated two such challenges—stress and stimulants.  One goal of our current studies is to understand the effects of unpredictable stress on adult brain neurochemistry and subsequent behaviors, such as learning or anxiety.  A second goal of our current studies is to understand the long-term effects of stimulants (e.g. Ritalin, Amphetamine or Methamphetamine) administered early in life on adult cognitive processes.  
Our previous research has demonstrated that both environmental challenges have sex-specific effects.  Unpredictable stress in adulthood or stimulant exposure during preadolescence differ in their effects on learning and memory processes depending upon sex.  Therefore, our current studies are aimed at characterizing the differences between male and female rats with more precise behavioral analyses.
If you are interested in working in our laboratory, please know that you will be participating in the following activities:
· Working with behaving animals, e.g., weighing rats, conducting behavioral tests (schedule-permitting)

· Analyzing behavioral tasks  

· Periodic lab meetings

· Reading and discussing journal articles on relevant topics

Notes:
· Ideally, I would prefer that each student spend at least 2 semesters involved in research to allow for a useful experience.

· The number of hours per week in the lab depends upon our contract.  The more time you are able to devote to the laboratory activities, the more interesting and useful your experience will be.

· An active email account that is checked regularly will be required.
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Are you interested in credit (PSYC485) or non-credit opportunities?

Please tell me about your previous research experience/PSYC485 credit:

Which psychology courses have you taken?  

If you are interested in specific areas/field of Psychology, please describe here:

What is your availability?
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Please return this application to PM400, Attention Dr. Matuszewich.  You can reach me at 753-7072 or lmatusze@niu.edu.

