Psychology 690 – Psychological Research
Last updated 11/11/09 – L. Calderone
Supervisors
Office
Telephone
Supervisors
Office
Telephone
Chris Lovejoy
PM 303
753-7095  Sabbatical FA09
Laura Pittman
PM 314
753-2485
Holly Orcutt
PM 305
753-5920
David Valentiner
PM 422
753-7086

Alan Rosenbaum
PM 313
753-7084
Kathryn Bell
PM 307
753-0778
 
Kevin Wu
PM 311
753-1605
David Bridgett
PM 308
753-0774
Michelle Lilly
PM 318
753-4602

Course description

The Graduate Catalogue contains the following description for this course: “Supervised research training in planning, design, execution, and analysis of psychological research. Required of all graduate students in psychology each semester prior to the approval of a dissertation proposal. May be repeated without limit, but may not be used to meet the minimum credit hour requirements for a graduate degree in psychology. S/U grading.”

Course objectives
(1) Students will acquire knowledge and skills for professional practice.
(2) Students will develop an understanding of the interface between science, theory, and practice.
(3) Students will develop capacities to contribute to knowledge and skills in the profession.

(4) Students will develop an understanding and appreciation of diversity issues in clinical psychology practice and research.
Method and Evaluation
All students registered for PSYC 690 are required to spend at least 9 hours attending meetings, presentations, workshops, seminars, or other training experiences. Three of these hours should be spent in activities that enhance their knowledge and skills for professional practice (“research in clinical practice” hours); at least 3 hours in activities that enhance their understanding of the interface between science, theory, and practice, and explicitly informs how science informs practice and how practice informs science (“scientist-practitioner” hours); at least 3 hours in activities that enhance their capacities to contribute to knowledge and skills in the profession (“clinical research” hours); and at least 2 distinct activities that enhance their understanding of diversity issues in clinical psychology practice and research (“diversity experiential training” hours). This requirement is the same for students registered for 1, 2, or 3 credits. 
“Research in clinical practice” hours may include: special case conferences, previewing clinical videos, special clinical presentations, training in empirically-based treatments and structured interview techniques, etc. Note that observation of a clinical session may be counted toward your PSYC 690 clinical.
“Scientist-practitioner” hours may include: professional development seminars on a scientist-practitioner topic; scientist-practitioner presentations in the department, university, or other sites, including some of the Friday presentations in the Center for the Study of Family Violence and Sexual assault, and some of the child clinical and developmental brown bags; etc.

“Clinical research” hours may include: professional development seminars on a research topic; research presentations in the department, including faculty research presentations to first year students, lab meetings in your advisor’s research lab, some of the Friday presentations in the Center for the Study of Family Violence and Sexual assault, and some of the child clinical and developmental brown bags; etc. 

"Diversity experiential training" activities may include (but will not be limited to): group screening and discussion of movies, university-sponsored cultural events, performances, and lectures.  A listing of books, movies, suggested activities and academic resources will be kept on file in the PSC Library. Students may also suggest additional activities and share their ideas about possible activities as they arise. The committee will review and approve suggestions.  Students will be expected to write a short reaction paper to accompany one of the two required activities. The papers will be reviewed by faculty members of the Diversity Training Committee only to determine that students took the experience seriously and found it helpful/enlightening. No grading will be involved.  For the reaction papers, please use the following guidelines.  Please complete your self-reflection in 1-2 pages. After completing the activity, write a thoughtful self-reflection of your experience. Specifically, include a brief description of the activity (e.g., book, movie, experiential lecture, etc.) Discuss what you learned from your experience. Were you surprised or challenged by any aspect of the experience? How might this experience contribute to your development as a clinical psychologist?

Students are also required to document their participation in these training activities by the last day of classes in the semester with self-reflection papers and by using the “PSYC 690 End-of-Semester Questionnaire.” This questionnaire may be posted on the departmental-clinical area website and/or may be distributed to students by mail or email. It is each student’s responsibility to obtain and complete the questionnaire, and to turn in the completed questionnaire and reaction paper no later than the last day of classes. Activities and their descriptions are subject to review and approval by the course supervisors. Students may be required to provide a more comprehensive description of each activity and rationale for including it as part of this course upon request by the course supervisors. Grades of “unsatisfactory” will be entered for all students who fail to provide documentation by the last day of classes in the semester. Any questions about this course should be taken directly to the assigned course supervisor.
