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INTRODUCTION

Donna Thurlby, President, donated the Sycamore Business and Professional Women’s
Club Records to the Northern Illinois Regional History Center on May 5, 1980.

Property rights in the collection are held by the Regional History Center; literary rights
are dedicated to the public.  There are no restrictions on access to the collection.

Linear feet of shelf space:  1.5
Number of containers:  3
Northern Illinois Regional History Center
Collection 97

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The records contained in this collection document the activities of the Sycamore Business
and Professional Women’s Club from 1926-1978.  Minute books and yearbooks provide the most
comprehensive information on the club’s business affairs.  Although the early minutes (1926-
1955) have been lost, background information on these years can be found in the club historian’s
notes.  Researchers should note that nearly one-half of the collection contains complementary
records which partially document the Illinois, National, and International Business and
Professional Women’s Organizations.

HISTORICAL SKETCH

The Sycamore Business and Professional Women’s Club was sponsored by the Aurora
BPW Club in 1926.  A local attorney, Mary Hamsmith, presided as president over a group of 66
women during the first year.  The Club’s objectives were to join together to elevate and promote
the interests and standards of business and professional women in Sycamore.

Throughout it’s long history, the Sycamore BPW Club has sponsored numerous service
projects, held many fund raising affairs, and issued educational scholarships to young women in
the area.  The Club was instrumental in starting a Girl Scout Troop in 1960 and they have
donated monies to the Sycamore Youth Recreation Committee, the Sycamore Rescue Squad, the
Opportunity House, Sycamore Park and the Library over the years.  Interspersed among these
projects, the Club had informative programs presented by politicians and business individuals at
their monthly meetings. The Sycamore BPW Club played an active and important role in
women’s lives and in the life of the Sycamore community.
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SUBJECT TRACINGS

Business and Professional Women’s Club
Professions, Women
Sycamore (Ill.)
Sycamore Business and Professional Women’s Club
Women
Women--Societies and clubs

COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION

1 1 Historical and Background Information
2 By-Laws, (1956-1978)
3-4 Minute Books, 1946-1953
4A-5 Minute Book, 1963-1976
6 Correspondence, (1951-1977)
7 Newsletters, (1969-1979)
8 Treasurer’s Account Ledger, 1952-1970
9 Treasurer’s Records and Correspondence, 1953-1970
10 Treasurer’s Five Year Record Cards, 1963-1968
11 Budgets, (1962-1979)
12 Annual Reports, 1951-1958
13-14 Yearbooks, (1928-1979)
15 Tax Returns and Information, 1968-1969
16 Contracts, 1929
17 Membership Statements, 1964-1971
18 Membership Applications, 1920’s
19 Membership and Officer Lists, (1926-1956), 1969-1970
20 Membership Cards (A-Z), n.d.
21 Membership Card File (A-Z), n.d.
22 Letters of Resignation, (1958-1969)
23 Certificates and Awards, 1952-1978)
24 Bosses Night Programs and Correspondence, 1965-1969
25 Business Women’s Week Announcements and Proclamations, 

(1965-1977)
26 Fellowship Funds and Scholarships, (1953-1978)
27 Fund Raising Memos, 1965
28 Foster Parent Sponsor Correspondence, 1972-1973
29 Special Programs, 1965
30 District 5 Fall Meeting Participants, 1966
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 3

1 31 District 5 & 6 Meeting Programs, 1967, 1976, 1977
32 Photographs, 1958, 1975 (18)
33 Newspaper Clippings
34 Scrapbooks
35 Other Area Women’s Clubs’ Programs, (1952-1969)
36 Treasurer’s Instructions
37 Materials on How to Organize a New B.& P. W. Club, 1969
38 National Convention Information, 1970
39-41 Annual Reports Illinois Federation of B.P.W. Clubs, (1935-

1956), 1971-1975

2 1 Annual Convention Programs - Illinois Federation of B.P.W. 
Clubs, (1935-1972)

2 Illinois Handbook of Federation Procedures, (1960?)
3-4 The Illinois Guide, (1949-1974)

3 1 The Illinois Bulletin, 1958, 1964
2 Annual Reports - B.P.W. Foundation, 1973-1974
3 Proceedings of National Conventions, 1950, 1954, 1969
4 Program for the National Federation of B.P.W. Clubs, 

1937-1938
5 Reports of the First International Conference of B.P.W. Clubs,

1930
6 National Business Woman, 1969
7 Independent Woman, December 1925
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