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INTRODUCTION

Sherret S. Chase, retired scientist and researcher for DeKalb AgResearch, donated his
papers to the Regional History Center on July 17, 2015.

Property rights in the collection belong to the Regional History Center, literary rights are
dedicated to the public.  There are no restrictions on access to the collection.   

Linear feet of shelf space: 6.5
Number of containers: 8
Northern Illinois Regional History Center
Collection 346

SCOPE AND CONTENT

Most of the records in this collection were generated by Dr. Sherret S. Chase, primarily
from his time in various capacities as research geneticist, international maize breeder and
international seed operations director for DeKalb Agriculture Association, Inc. (later DeKalb
AgResearch). Included are also family papers and those of his wife. 

Dr. Sherret S. Chase hired an archivist from the State University of New York at Oswego
to process his papers. The collection was separated into several subject series and arranged in
alphabetic and then chronological order within each series. These series have been maintained
with exception of the addition of Series I (Biographic Materials) as these materials were given by
Dr. Chase to the Regional History Center.

Series I consists of biographical material related to Dr. Chase and his family, including
Chase’s personal memoirs and the final draft of his autobiography. These papers were given to
the Regional History Center when the first accession from the bulk collection was donated in
July 2015. Series II is DeKalb Correspondence and pertains to letters of Sherret S. Chase during
his research at university and his association with DeKalb. The correspondence is from circa
1945 to 1998 and is particularly strong in the years from 1962 to 1968. Series III is Dekalb
Research and contains Dr. Chase’s files from the mid-1950s to 1980.

At this time, only the series noted above have been processed and are available for
use. The rest of the collection is currently being processed and not yet available to the
public. Please contact the Regional History Center with any questions: 815-753-1779 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Sherret S. Chase was born on June 30, 1918 in Toledo, Ohio. His family moved to
Wayne, Pennsylvania in 1922 where he graduated from Radnor High School in 1935. He began
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his higher education studies at the University of Arizona in the fall of 1935 but soon transferred
to Yale University the following year. The summer of 1936 was spent backpacking in the
Klinaklini glacier area of British Columbia where Chase was part of the Munday/Hall
Mountaineering Party who were the first to ascended Silverthrone Mountain. Chase earned his
B.S. (major in botany) in 1939 from Yale. 

Chase then attended Graduate School at Cornell University in the fall and majored in
plant cytology and genetics and minored in philosophy. On December 7, 1942, Chase was called
for military service where he served as a second lieutenant and air navigator for the Army Air
Force. He flew over fifty combat missions and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
during his service. During wartime, he married Catherine Ross Compton on November 27, 1943.
Chase returned home on September 19, 1944 where he continued his service as a first lieutenant
at the Navigation School at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Chase was released from service
after the birth of his first daughter in August 1945. He returned to Cornell that fall and graduated
with a Ph. D. in 1947.

Chase accepted an Assistant Professor position at Iowa State College where he continued
his research on the plant genus Najas as well as parthenogenesis and monoploids of maize. Chase
and his wife Catherine Ross (Compton) Chase had five children by 1953–three girls and two
boys. At Iowa State, Chase developed the ‘monoploid method’ for producing homozygous
diploid lines of maize and was awarded Associate Professor status.

In 1953, Chase accepted a research geneticist position with DeKalb Agriculture
Association, Inc. (later DeKalb AgReseach) in DeKalb, Illinois. Chase further developed his
monoploid method and was successful in using it as a practical tool for plant breeding. DeKalb
adopted the innovation, and thus expanded its corn breeding research and development program.
Chase was appointed international maize breeder and then director of international seed
operations for DeKalb where he worked with associated companies in Argentina, Australia,
France, Italy, India, and Spain. 

In July 1966, Chase resigned from his position at DeKalb in order to return to university
and public service, but he remained a consultant with the company. He was awarded Fellowships
at Harvard University where he continued his studies of tree breeding, genetics, and reproductive
forest tree biology. 

Chase accepted a Professor position in the Biology Department at New York State
University College (SUNY) at Oswego where he taught genetics, cytogenetics, and economic
botany. He resigned from SUNY in 1981 after several more years of research in maize genetics
and the plant genus Salix. 

In the year of his retirement from SUNY, Chase was appointed Director of Plant Breeding
for the International Plant Research Institute (IPRI) in San Carlos, California. In 1983, he became
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the Director of Plant Breeding for the DNA Plant Technology Corporation (DNAP) in
Cinnaminson, New Jersey where he remained until September 1987. 

Chase continued private corn breeding and research in Ulster County, New York and
maintained his consultant status with multiple international companies, including those in Haiti,
Indonesia, and Thailand. Chase continues his involvement in several professional societies,
community groups, and public activities. His most recent achievement was as founder of the
Catskills Center for Conservation and Development (New York) where he has served for over
forty years in one capacity or another, including Director, Chairman, and Board Member.

SUBJECT TRACINGS

Chase Family
Chase, Sherret S.
Corn
DeKalb AgResearch 
DeKalb Agriculture Association
DeKalb (Ill.)
Diaries, 1910-1960
Diaries, 1961-1990
Hybrid Corn
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COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION
Series I.  Biographic Material

1A 1 SSC [Sherret S. Chase] - Biography (DeKalb)
2 Silverthrone: A Summer Out Of Time, 2007
3 Toward A Biography, Auto and Allo of Sherret Spaulding

Chase, March 2011 [draft]
4 DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association (DAHAA)

reception, July 20, 2015

Series II.  DeKalb Correspondence

1B 1 DeKalb Alumni Association, 2012
2 Acres of News, 1958-1965
3 Addresses
4 Agriculture Development Council, 1967
5 Agricultural Experiment Station - Connecticut, 1952-1965
6 Agricultural and Mechanical College - Colorado, 1953-1961
7 University of Alaska, 1949-1952
8 University of Alberta, 1968
9 Allerton House
10 Alvey, David, 1964-1966
11 American Forestry Association, 1966-1968
12 Anderson, Harold, 1965-1966
13 Apache Corporation Stock Information, 1995
14 Appropriations, 1964-1965
15 Argentina, Miscellaneous, 1962-1968
16 Arizona, Cotton, 1967
17 University of Arkansas, 1968
18 Asgrow, 1967
19 Athwal, D. S.
20 B- Miscellaneous, 1965
21 Barabas, Z., 1965
22 Barnard College, 1968
23 Botanical Congress XI International, 1968
24 Brandolini, Aureliano, 1964-1966
25 Brazil, Miscellanous, 1965
26 Brazil Trip File prepared by S.S. Chase, 1966
27 Breeders Rights, 1961
28 Brookhaven National Laboratory, 1964-1965
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1B 29 Brooklyn Botanical Garden, 1968
30 Harvey Brooks, 1968
31 Brown University, 1968
32 Brown, Harrison, 1967
33 Brown, Robert, 1968
34 Bryn Mawr College
35 Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, 1968
36 C - Miscellaneous, 1965
37 University of California, 1948-1966
38 University of California, Irvine, 1968
39 Campbell, Archie, 1965-1966
40 Canberra, Australia, 1968
41 Cargill, 1968
42 Carnegie Institute, 1968
43 Carnegie Institute of Washington, 1968
44 Castro, Humberto, 1965-1966
45 Chase, S. S.
46 Christianson, Robert, 1965-1966
47 CIMMYT, 1967
48 Clark, Francis, 1963
49 Colgate University, 1968
50 Colleges and Universities, Miscellaneous, 1960-1964
51 Colorado State University, 1968
52 Columbia University, 1959, 1962, 1968
53 Connecticut Agriculture Experiment Station, 1967
54 Connecticut College, 1968
55 University of Connecticut, 1967-1968
56 Corn
57 Cornell University, 1946-1968
58 Correspondence
59 Correspondence, 1952
60 Correspondence, 1953
61 Correspondence, 1954
62 Correspondence, 1961
63 Correspondence, 1962
64 Correspondence, 1963
65 Correspondence, 1964
66 Correspondence, 1965
67 Correspondence, 1966
68 Correspondence, 1967
69 Correspondence, 1968
70 Correspondence, 1969
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1B 71 Correspondence, 1970
72 Correspondence, 1972
73 Correspondence, 1973
74 Correspondence, 1974
75 Correspondence, 1975
76 Correspondence, 1976
77 Correspondence, 1977
78 Correspondence, 1979
79 Correspondence, 1980
80 Correspondence, 1981
81 Correspondence, 1983
82 Correspondence, 1986
83 Correspondence, 1987
84 Correspondence, 1988
85 Correspondence, 1989
86 Correspondence, 1990
87 Correspondence, 1991
88 Correspondence, 1994
89 Correspondence, 1997
90 Costa-Rodrigues, Luis, 1954, 1963-1968
91 Cotton Breeding, 1960-1961
92 Cotton Breeding, Argentina, 1962-1963
93 Crop Genetic International Stock Information, 1989-1991
94 Crown Zellerbach, 1967
95 Crows Hybrids R. E. Williams, 1968
96 Crum, William, 1965
97 Cummings, Ralph W., 1964-1966
98 D - Miscellaneous, 1965-1966
99 Dana, Sam, 1964-1965
100 Danielson, Clifford, 1968
101 Nursury - Davenport, 1968
102 DeKalb Ag and Associates, 1966-1968
103 DeKalb - Alfalfa, 1958
104 DeKalb Annual Reports, 1970-1978

2 1 DeKalb Argentina, 1967, 1979, 1986
2 DeKalb “Break Thru” Hybrids
3 DeKalb Budget Information [A], 1957-1959
4 DeKalb Budget Information [B], 1957-1959
5 DeKalb Budget Information [C], 1956-1960, 1963-1965
6 DeKalb Budget Information [D], 1956-1957
7 DeKalb Company Miscellaneous Information, 1964, 1970,

1974, 1977-1978
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2 8 DeKalb Digest, 1964-1965
9 DeKalb Enery Annual Reports, 1989-1993
10 DeKalb Energy Stock Information, 1988-1994
11 DeKalb Genetics - Annual Reports, 1988-1989, 1991-1993,

1995
12 DeKalb Genetics Stock Information, 1988-1996, 1998
13 DeKalb Italiana, 1966
14 DeKalb Memos, 1960-1962, 1966, 1979, 1998
15 DeKalb New Clippings, 1988-1994
16 DeKalb Newsletters, 1958
17 DeKalb Shand Seed Company, 1966
18 DeKalb Stock Information, 1965-1968, 1970-1975, 1978,

1987-1988
19 Delta Branch Experimental Station, Mississippi, Stone, 1955,

1960, 1965
20 Department of Agriculture, Canada, 1954, 1961, 1963-1964
21 Downes, Ross, 1968
22 Duncan, Don, 1966
23 Eastern Illinois University, 1968
24 Eastex Inc., 1967
25 Editor, Letters on Manuscripts, 1965-1966
26 Emory University, 1968
27 Employee Information, c. 1952 - c. 1969
28 Engle, Lyle, 1966
29 Experimental Crosses
30 Extra Copy, May 14, 1965 report
31 F - Miscellaneous, 1965-1966
32 Favret, Ewald, 1964
33 Flint Corn, c. 1962 - c. 1964
34 University of Florida, 1954, 1956, 1958-1959
35 Ford Foundation, 1967-1968
36 Forester, James, 1965-1966
37 Fowler, Wayne, 1965
38 Freeman, Wayne, 1964-1965
39 G - Miscellaneous, 1966
40 Galinet, Walton, 1968
41 Genetics Society of America, 1956-1957, 1959, 1961, 1963
42 University of Georgia, 1959, 1965, 1968
43 Gerstel, Dan, 1968
44 Ghidoni, Achille, 1967
45 Gibson, Alice, 1968
46 Gilmore, Earl, 1965-1966
47 Glenn, Dwight, 1965
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2 48 Greenblatt, Irwin, c. 1960 - c. 1967
49 Gunn, Ralph, 1964-1966
50 Gustafson, Ake, 1968

3 1 H- Miscellaneous, 1966
2 Hamilton, Howard, 1960
3 Harpstead, D. D., 1964-1965
4 Harvard University, 1954-1968
5 Haverford College, 1968
6 University of Hawaii, 1967
7 Henning, Don, 1963-1964, 1966
8 Hesketh, J. D., 1968
9 Hill Family Foundation, 1967
10 Hill, F. F. - Ford Foundation, 1968
11 Hobart & William Smith Colleges, 1968
12 Holdridge, Warren, c. 1964 - c. 1966
13 Holland, R. F. - Personal, 1964-1966
14 House, Leland R., 1964-1966
15 I - Miscellaneous, 1966
16 Illes, Z. M., 1967
17 University of Illinois, 1953-1960, 1962-1966, 1968
18 University of Illinois - Alexander, 1948-1952, 1954-1959
19 University of Illinois - Chicago, 1968
20 Illinois State Academy of Science, 1957-1964
21 Indiana University, 1967-1968
22 Indonesia, 1962-1963
23 International Organization of Plant Biosystematists (IOPB)
24 Iowa State College - E. S. Haber, 1947-1959
25 Iowa State College - Wendell Bragonier, 1950-1954, 1958-

1959
26 Iowa State University, 1960-1966, 1968
27 University of Iowa, 1950, 1952-1953
28 International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), 1968
29 Johnson, Elmer, 1965
30 Johnson, G. R., 1966
31 Johnson, Howard, 1965-1966
32 K- Miscellaneous, 1966
33 Kelley, Ken, 1965-1966
34 Kugler, Walter, 1968
35 L - Miscellaneous, 1965-1966
36 Lehigh University, 1968
37 LeRoux, P. M., c. 1964 - c. 1966
38 Letters - duplicate, 1965-1966
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3 39 Luhtala, Walt, 1964-1966
40 Lush, J. L., 1968
41 M - Miscellaneous, 1965-1966
42 MacDonald College, 1953, 1961, 1964-1966
43 University of Maine, 1968
44 Mangelsdorf, Paul, 1968
45 University of Maryland, 1947, 1968
46 University of Massachusetts, 1952, 1966-1967
47 University of Massachusetts - Boston, 1968
48 Mattek, Ben, 1965
49 Maunder, Bruce, 1965-1966
50 Michigan State College, 1948-1968
51 Universite di Milano, 1968
52 University of Minnesota, 1950-1968
53 Miscellaneous, 1961-1964
54 University of Missouri, 1950-1968
55 Monoploid Review - Correspondence, 1968
56 University of Montreal, Canada, 1956-1957, 1959
57 Morrison, Robert, 1966
58 Murphy, Flay, c. 1964 - c. 1966
59 Nanda, Dave, c. 1964 - c. 1973
60 National Academy of Sciences, 1968
61 National Cotton Council, 1961-1965
62 National Council of Commercial Plant Breeders, 1962-1964
63 University of Nebraska, c. 1952 - c. 1968
64 Nelson, Ray, 1965-1966
65 Nemeth, Steven, 1964-1966
66 New Hampshire, 1967-1968
67 New York University, 1967-1968
68 Nitsch, J. P., 1968
69 Nolin, Harold, 1964-1966
70 Noren, Harold, 1964-1965
71 North Carolina State College, 1952-1968
72 North Dakota Agricultural College, 1956
73 Northern Grain Insects Research Laboratory, 1964
74 Northern Illinois University, c. 1955 - c. 1965
75 Ohio State University, 1952, 1964-1964, 1968
76 Olson, Leo, 1964-1966
77 Osler, Robert D., 1964-1965
78 Paterniana, Ernesto, 1964
79 Payroll, 1965-1966
80 Pennsylvania State University, 1952-1968
81 Pesut, Mary, 1966
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3 82 Pioneer Hi-Bred Corn Company, 1967
83 Plant Breeding Candidates, 1965-1966
84 Pride Petroleum Stock Information, 1988-1994, 1998

4 1 Purdue University, 1950-1968
2 R - Miscellaneous, 1965-1966
3 Rajki, S., 1965-1966
4 Randolph, C. F., 1968
5 Rasmussen, Rus, 1962-1964
6 Reprint mailing, 1965
7 Research Notes, 1963-1966
8 University of Rhode Island, 1968
9 Riley, Ralph, 1968
10 Roberts, Charlie, 1964-1966
11 Roberts, John, 1966
12 Roberts, Tom Jr., 1960
13 Roberts, Tom Jr., 1961
14 Roberts, Tom Jr., 1962
15 Roberts, Tom Jr., 1963
16 Roberts, Tom Jr., 1964
17 Roberts, Tom Jr. - Key Letter, 1964
18 Roberts, Tom Jr. - January - June 1965
19 Roberts, Tom Jr. - July - December 1965
20 Roberts, Tom Jr. - January - June 1966
21 Roberts, Tom Jr. - History of DeKalb and his father, 1993
22 Roberts, Tom Sr., 1961
23 Rockefeller Foundation, 1961-1962, 1964-1968
24 Rutgers University, 1968
25 St. Lawrence University, 1968
26 St. Regis Foundation, 1967
27 Saiz, Jesus, 1966
28 Schreiner, Ernest, 1968
29 Seed Law Information, 1965
30 Seed Laws - Trees and Shrubs, 1964
31 Sharma, D., 1964-1966
32 Sharp, William R.
33 Shepherd, John, 1966
34 Smith College, 1967-1968
35 Sorghum Breeding, 1961
36 South America, 1964
37 South Dakota State College, 1951-1964
38 Sprague, Ernest W., 1965-1966
39 State University of New York, Albany, 1968
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4 40 State University of New York, Binghamton, 1968
41 State University of New York, Oneonta, 1968
42 Staubitz, Art, 1966
43 Story of DeKalb Ag, 1998
44 Strawn, Wilber, 1965-1966
45 Stringfield, G. H., 1966
46 Swaminathan, M. S., 1964-1965
47 Swarthmore College, 1968
48 Swine Breeding, 1960-1961
49 Tabor, Paul, 1967
50 University of Tennessee, 1946-1947, 1959
51 Thorne, Robert, 1968
52 Texas A & M University
53 Ting, Yu-Chen, 1968
54 Torrey, John G., 1967
55 Tsotsis, Basil, 1965-1966
56 “200" Club [newsletter], 1964-1966
57 Uhland, Ed, 1965-1966
58 U.S. Aid, 1967
59 U.S. Department of Agriculture, Baltimore, Maryland, 1965
60 University and College - Miscellaneous, 1965-1966
61 Vassar College, 1967-1968
62 University of Vermont, 1968
63 University of Virginia, 1964, 1967-1968
64 C. M. Volkman & Compnay, 1958
65 University of Washington, 1966
66 Welch, Vern, 1965
67 Wesleyan University, 1968
68 Wellesley College, 1967-1968
69 Wheaton College, 1955, 1957, 1960
70 White, Blair, 1965-1966
71 White Corn, 1962-1964
72 White, Wayne, 1965-1966
73 Whitehurst, John, 1968
74 William College, 1967
75 Williams, Elmer, 1964-1966
76 Williams, Robert, 1965-1966
77 Willey, L. A., 1964-1965
78 Wilson, Ed, 1965-1966
79 Wilson, J. A., 1965-1966
80 Windham College1966-1967
81 Wright, Harold, 1965-1966
82 University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1948-1967
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4 83 University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, 1968
84 Wooster College, 1967
85 World Affairs Council
86 Yale University, 1959, 1962-1968 

Series III.  DeKalb Research

87 Analytic Breeding in Solanum Tubersom, 1963
88 Articles of Interest, 1965-1966

5 1 American Seed Trade Association (ASTA) International,
1965-1966

2 Biology Seminar Group, 1968
3 Corn Breeding - Miscellaneous Talks, 1955
4 Corn Breeding - General Plans and Recommendations -

DeKalb, 1960-1963 (1 of 2)
5 Corn Breeding - General Plans and Recommendations -

DeKalb, 1960-1963 (2 of 2)
6 Corn Research - Cornborer, etc, 1962-1963
7 Corn Research Data, 1955-1962
8 Cytology - Sherret S. Chase, 1947
9 Endosperm Study, 1964
10 France - Miscellaneous, 1964-1966
11 Frost and Frost Control, 1960
12 Ideas - Experiments
13 Jacobsgaard, Earl, 1965
14 MGCML, 1955
15 The Microscope
16 Monoploids and Diploids of Maize: A Comparison of

Genotype Equivalents, 1964 (1 of 2)
17 Monoploids and Diploids of Maize: A Comparison of

Genotype Equivalents, 1964 (2 of 2)
18  Monoploids of Maize, Monoploid Frequencies and the

Monoploid Method, 1950
19 Munoz, Juan Manuel, 1966
20 Research ideas - retype, 1964
21 Shand Selected Seed Company, 1963-1965
22 Stringfield Memos, etc., 1960-1961
23 Symposium - Plant Breeding, Frey, Iowa, 1965
24 1942 Cytology Seminar, 1955-1956 DeKalb Research
25 Circa 1945
26 1950 and 1952 reprints
27 1952
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5 28 1953
29 1954-1
30 1954-2
31 1954-3
32 1954-4
33 1954-5
34 1954-1955

6 1 DeKalb 1955-1956 (SSC), Expense Report, biweekly (1 of 2)
2 DeKalb 1955-1956 (SSC), Expense Report, biweekly (2 of 2)
3 Garage Plans, 1959
4 1954-1957
5 1954-1956
6 1954-1957 DeKalb Research
7 1955-1
8 1955-2
9 1956 DeKalb Research
10 1956-1
11 1956-2
12 1956-3
13 1957
14 1958
15 1958-1959
16 1959 Catalog
17 1959-1
18 1959-2
19 1959-3
20 1960-1
21 1960-2
22 1960-3
23 1961-1
24 1961-2
25 1961-3
26 1961 DeKalb Research
27 1961-1962
28 1962
29 1962 DeKalb Research
30 1962-1964
31 1963-1964
32 1964 DeKalb Research
33 1964 South America Trip
34 1964-1
35 1964-2
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6 36 1964 Corn Reports and Miscellaneous Data
37 1964-1965
38 1965-1966, Hungary
39 1965-1
40 1965-2
41 1965-3
42 1965-4
43 1965-1967 DeKalb Research
44 1966-1
45 1966-2
46 1966-3
47 1966-4
48 1966-5
49 1966-6
50 1966 DeKalb Research - 1
51 1966 DeKalb Research - 2
52 1966-1967
53 1966 Research Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana Papers
54 1967
55 1967 DeKalb Research
56 DeKalb Research  - 1
57 DeKalb Research  - 2
58 DeKalb Research  - 3
59 DeKalb Research  - 4
60 no date - 1
61 no date - 2
62 no date - 3
63 DeKalb Ag Research, 1973-1974, 1976-1980 (1 of 2)
64 DeKalb Ag Research, 1973-1974, 1976-1980 (2 of 2)

7 1 DeKalb
2 Miscellaneous - DeKalb, etc., 2011
3 Travel Itineraries and Reports, 1953-1965
4 Appointment Books, Membership Cards, Business Cards, 

c. 1960s- c. 1970s
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