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INTRODUCTION

Thomas Corcoran of Ottawa, Illinois donated his congressional papers to the Northern
Illinois Regional History Center on December 18, 1984.

Property rights in the collection belong to the Regional History Center; literary rights are
dedicated to the public.  There are no restrictions on access to the collection.

Linear feet of shelf space:  14.75
Number of containers:  17
Northern Illinois Regional History Center
Collection 234

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Thomas Corcoran Congressional Papers document his career as an U.S.
Representative.  The material in the collection spans his four terms in Congress, beginning in
January 1977 and ending in the fall of 1984.  The collection is divided into eight series: Personal
Files, Legislative/Bill Files, Subject Files, Committee Files, Constituent Correspondence, County
Grants and Projects, News Secretary Files, and District Office Files.

The first series, Personal Files, is divided into five subseries.  The first subseries contains
sparse biographical information on Corcoran.  The second subseries consists of published voting
and attendance records.  The third includes briefing memos and floor briefs on pending
legislative issues.  The fourth, subject files, contains information on Energy Tours and statements
and memos on various topics.  The fifth subseries includes correspondence to and from Corcoran
and his colleagues in Congress and lobbyists.

Legislative/Bill Files, the second series, are arranged alphabetically by topic or by the title
of the bill.  The files usually include a copy of the bill, committee reports, staff memos, and
correspondence to illustrate the bill’s introduction and movement through Congress.  Only bills
sponsored and cosponsored by Corcoran are included in this series and may duplicate Committee
Files.

Series three, the Subject Files, contains topically arranged material that cannot be directly
connected to a specific bill or committee.  This series includes published reports, correspondence
and newspaper clippings.  Patrons should crosscheck subjects in the Legislative/Bill Files for
related information.

The fourth series, Committee Files, includes bills, hearings, testimony, memos, minutes,
agendas, and correspondence that document the committee’s work and decisions.  There is a
subseries for each of the four committees.  The first subseries is for the Energy and Commerce
Committee which replaced the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee in 1980.  The
second is for the Government Operations committee but the information here is extremely sparse. 
The third is for the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee and the fourth is the Post Office
and Civil Service Committee.  These files may duplicate bills found in the Legislative/Bill Files.

Constituent Correspondence, series five, contains LOMAX model letters, dead form
letters, issue mail indexes, mail counts, and directories.
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County Grants and Projects, the sixth series, contains applications for community block
grants, correspondence, reports developed by the applicants, and results or status reports on the
grants.

The seventh series, News Secretary Files, is divided into four subseries: press releases,
TV/radio material (cassettes and a 16 mm color film of Corcoran), subject files, and speeches.

District Office Files, the eighth and last series, is arranged by office.  The Geneva office
is the first subseries and contains questionnaire results and press releases.  The Ottawa office
subseries contains subject files, travel schedules, and the records of Corcoran’s Congressional
Advisory Committee.

Researchers interested in other congressional collections held by the Center should
consult Center’s Guide to Resources.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Thomas Joseph Corcoran was born on the family farm near Ottawa, Illinois on May 23,
1939.  After his primary and secondary education in LaSalle County schools, he went on to
graduate from the University of Notre Dame with his B.A. in 1961.  He continued his education
at the University of Illinois (1961-1962), University of Chicago (1962-1963), and Northwestern
University (1966-1968).  From 1963-1966 he served in the Army as an artillery officer. 
Corcoran married Helenmarie Anderson and the Corcorans have five children.

Corcoran began his political career as a legislative assistant to Illinois State Senate
President Pro Tempore, W. Russell Arrington (1966-1969).  After leaving this position he served
as Director of the State of Illinois office in Washington, D.C. (1969-1972).  Corcoran then
became Staff Director for William C. Harris, President of the Illinois State Senate (1972-1974). 
After failing to win the Republican nomination for the 15  Congressional District in the spring ofth

1973, Corcoran entered the private sector to become Vice President of the Chicago Northwestern
Transportation Company from 1974-1976.  In November of 1976, Corcoran again ran for the 15th

Congressional District Seat on the Republican ticket and defeated incumbent Democrat Tim Hall
by nearly 15,000 votes.  He served in that office from the 95  through the 98  Congresses (1977-th th

1984).

While in the House of Representatives, Corcoran served on four committees:  Post Office
and Civil Service (1977-1984); Government Operations (1977-1978); Interstate and Foreign
Commerce (1979-1980); and Energy and Commerce (1981-1984).  His Energy Committee
assignments reflect his legislative interests in issues such as nuclear waste, acid rain, natural gas
decontrol, the Synthetic Fuels Corporation, the emergency preparedness act, and the electric
vehicle act.  Since his district includes several community colleges and Northern Illinois
University, he also involved himself in the tuition tax credit bill.  His rural constituents and his
own family background of farming guide his interest in government farm policy.

In March 1984, near the end of Corcoran’s fourth term in Congress, Corcoran challenged
incumbent Charles Percy in the Republican primary for the U.S. Senate and lost.  After losing his
bid to Percy, Corcoran was appointed by President Reagan to the Synthetic Fuels Board then
worked as an independent consultant to various corporations.  In 1991 he became full general
partner in the law firm of O’Connor and Hannan.
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Corcoran served on four committees during his term as U.S. Representative.  His
appointment to the Post Office and Civil Service Committee spanned his tenure (1977-1984). 
This committee is concerned with legislation relating to the postal service, the civil service and
the census.  Within this committee, Corcoran was a member of the subcommittees on Postal
Operations and Services, Compensation and Employee Benefits, and Human Resources.  As a
freshman representative, Corcoran was a member of the Government Operations Committee
(1977-1979) which reviewed legislation relating to budgeting, relations among government
branches, and governmental branches and governmental operations.  His subcommittee
assignment was Legislation and National Security.  In 1979 Corcoran began his service on the
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee to oversee legislation relating to interstate
commerce, communications and transportation.  He was on the Energy and Power Subcommittee
and the Oversight and Investigation Subcommittee.  In 1980 this committee was renamed the
Energy and Commerce Committee and its duties were expanded to cover energy legislation.  His
subcommittee assignments changed to include the Energy Conservation and Power
Subcommittee and the Fossil and Synthetic Fuels Subcommittee.  Corcoran continued to serve on
the Energy and Commerce Committee until he left office in 1984.

SUBJECT TRACINGS

Agriculture
Corcoran, Thomas
Energy
Illinois and Michigan Canal
Legislators
Nuclear Energy
Ottawa
Politics
Republican Party
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COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION

Series I.  Personal Files

            Subseries A.  Biographical 

1 1 Biographies and Photographs, n.d.
2 Thomas G. Corcoran Obituaries, 1981

            Subseries B.  Voting and Attendance Records

3-6 Legislative Profile, 95  Congress-98  Congress, 1977-1984th th

7-8 Voting Record, 1977-1978
9 Corcoran Votes and Legislation, 1982-1983
10-12 Member’s Personal Voting Record, 96th Congress–98th 

Congress, 1979-1984
13 Bills Cosponsored, 96th Congress, 1979-1980
14 Corcoran Sponsored and Cosponsored Legislation, 1979-1981
15 Corcoran Cosponsored Legislation, Non-committee, 1979-

1980
16 Corcoran Cosponsored Energy Legislation, Non-committee, 

1979-1980
17 Bills Cosponsored, Ways and means and Post Office 

Committee, 1979
18 Corcoran Refused Cosponsor Legislation, Committee and 

Non-Committee, 1979
19 Corcoran Refused Cosponsor, Energy Legislation, Non-

committee, 1980

            Subseries C.  Briefing Files

20-24 Floor Briefs, 1979-1984
25 Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1979, April 16, 1980
26 Clean Air Act, April 9, 1979
27 Congressional Record Statements, 1983-1984
28 Consumer Credit, April 1, 1980
29 Cost Benefit, Harbridge House, June 17, 1980, July 30, 1979, 

October 24, 1979
30 Cost Benefit Analysis, September 30, 1980, July 24 and 27, 

1979
31 Cost/Benefit Briefing, May 20, 1980
32 Energy Inflation Hearing, December 13, 1979
33 FTC Rule-Funeral Industry, February 21, 1980
34 Hazardous Waste Hearings, March-June 1979

2 1 Infants Restraints, May 1979
2 Love Canal, May 22, 1980
3 National Collegiate Athletic Association, July 12, 1979



BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 5

RC 234 - Thomas Corcoran Papers

2 4 Nitrilitriacetic Acid (NTA), June 26, 1980
5 Ozone Hearing, July 18, 1979
6 Radiation, July 31, 1980
7 Subpoenas, June 10, 1980

            Subseries D.  Subject Files

8 Agriculture, 1977-1978
9 Agriculture Seminar, 1982
10 Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline, 1981-1982
11 Coal, 1980
12 Comparable Worth, H.R. 100, 1984
13 Energy, 1979-1980
14 Federal Assistance Programs Retrieval System (FAPRS) Hill 

Briefing, 1977
15 Government, Taxes, and Inflation, 1978
16 Illinois Energy Tour, 1979
17 Income Tax Clinic, 1979
18 Labor-Management Seminar on Productivity, 1977
19 Local Government Seminar, 1977
20 Natural Gas, 1983
21 Nuclear, 1981
22 Outer Continental Shelf Leasing, 1984
23-26 Senior Citizen Seminar, (1977-1982)
27 Superfund Expansion, 1984
28 Synthetic Fuels, 1982

            Subseries E.  Correspondence

29 Abortion and Health Systems Agency, 1980-1984
30 Agriculture, 1982-1983
31 Agriculture, Corcoran Statements, 1982
32 Agriculture Exports, 1982-1984
33 Alaska National Hunting Bill, H.R. 1493, 1983
34 Biomass/Alcohol Fuels, 1981-1983
35 C-E Raymond Plant/Test Incineration, 1984
36 Commodity Distribution, 1983
37 Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC), 1982
38 Consumer Product Safety Commission, 1983
39 Cuban Refugees, 1980-1983
40 Dairy, 1982-1983
41 Enterprise Zone Employment, 1984
42 Equal Rights Amendment (ERA), 1983
43 Farm Bureaus, 1982-1983
44 Federal Trade Commission (FTC), 1982
45 FTC, Funeral Rule, 1983
46 Food Stamps and Nutrition, 1983-1984
47 Grain Elevator, Bankruptcy, 1982
48 Gun Control, 1979-1983
49 Health Research Extension Act, H.R. 2350, 1983
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2 50 Immigration Bill, 1982-1984
51 Lock and Dam #26, 1981-1983
52 Mendota Watershed Project, 1978-1980
53 Mines and Mining, 1980-1984
54 Panetta-Morrison Agriculture Workers Amendment, 1984
55 Public Works and Transportation/Water Resources, 1983-1984
56 Reconstituted Milk, 1979-1980
57 Soil and Water Conservation Districts, 1983
58 Term Limitation, 1979-1984
59 USDA Press Releases, 1983

Series II.  Legislative/Bill Files

60 Acid Rain Treaty Negotiations, H.Con. Res. 135, 1983
61 Age Discrimination in Employment Act Amendment, H.R. 

6576, 1982
62 Aid for Dependent Children Provisions, H.R. 5093, 1984
63 Air Travelers Security Act of 1983, H.R. 2053, 1983-1984
64 Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline, Bar Federal Bailout, H.R. Res. 

467, 1982
65 Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System Waiver Expiration,

H.J. Res. 192, 1983
66 Alcohol Fuels Transfer Act of 1981, H.R. 3057, 1981
67 Anti-Junketing Act of 1979, H.Res. 288, 1979
68 Anti-Junketing Act of 1981, H.Res. 130, 1981
69 Anti-Junketing Act of 1983, H.Res. 104, 1983
70 Atomic Energy Act Amendments of 1980, H.R. 6390, 1980
71 Better Business Investment Act of 1983, H.R. 4219, 1983
72 Bus Regulatory Reform Act Amendment of 1983, H.R. 4067, 

1983-1984
73 Business Opportunity Act of 1983, H.R. 3757, 1983
74 Capital Cost Recovery Act, H.R. 4646, 1979
75 Capital Growth Act of 1983, H.R. 3756, 1983
76 Charitable Contributions Tax Deductions, H.R. 11851, 1978
77 Child Care Act of 1984, H.R. 4999, 1984
78 Coal Incentives Act of 1981, H.R. 2618, 1981; Coal 

Utilization Incentives Act of 1980, H.R. 8269, 1980

3 1 Coal Severance Tax Limitation Act of 1981, H.R. 4841, 1981; 
Powerplant and Industrial Fuel Use Act of 1978 
Amendments, H.R. 6625, 1980

2 Coal Severance Tax Prohibition Act, H.R. 4869, 1984
3 Counter-cyclical Funds, H.R. 6810, 1977
4 Department of Defense Authorization Bill (MX Missiles), 

H.R. 5167, 1984
5 Department of Energy Abolishment, H.R. 5152, 1984
6 Department of Energy/Energy Mobilization Board, H.R. 5660,

1979
7 Department of Energy Organization Act Amendments of 1981,

H.R. 4488, 1981
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3 8 Department of Energy Personnel Restrictions, H.R. 4998, 
1984

9 Domestic Energy Policy Act, H.R. 5282, 1979
10 Domestic Oil Production Policy Act of 1979, H.R. 3159, 1979
11 Economic Growth and Retirement Act of 1983, H.R. 3266, 

1983
12 Electric Vehicle Act, H.R. 3718, 1979
13 Employment Bills Cosponsored, 1981-1983
14 Energy and Water Development Appropriations Bill, H.R. 

4144, Derrick-Corcoran Amendments, 1981
15 Energy Equity Act of 1982, H.R. 5977, 1982
16 Enterprise Zone Employment and Development Act of 1983, 

H.R. 1955, 1983
17 Equal Rights Amendment, 1984
18 Fair Labor Standards Act (Vo-ed Students), H.R. 7800, 1980
19 Farmers’ Equity Act (Section 2032A of IRC of 1954), H.R. 

2567, 1983
20 Federal Assistance Paperwork Reduction Act, H.R. 4504, 

1979
21-22 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Legislation, H.R. 

8408, 1980; H.R. 5363, 1982
23 Federal Mine Safety and Health Amendment, H.R. 1603, 1979
24 Federal Reserve Accountability Act, H.R. 7295, 1982
25 Federal Reserve Legislation, 1982
26-27 General Environmental Statement on Mixed Oxide Fuel 

(GESMO), H.R. 6628, 1979-1980
28 Guaranteed Student Loans-Higher Education Act, H.R. 6371, 

1982
29 Gas Rationing Plan, H.R. Res. 575, 1980
30 Hazardous Materials Transportation Act Amendments, H.R. 

3403, 1981
31 Helium-Energy Act of 1980, H.R. 7336, 1980
32 Helium-Energy Act of 1980, H.R. 3877, 1981
33 Heroin Use for Terminally Ill Cancer Patients, H.R. 2642, 

1981
34 Home Health Care, H.R. 2833, 1981
35 Honorary U.S. Citizenship for Lech Walesa, H.J. Res. 299, 

1983
36 Housing Amendments, Evans-Corcoran, 1982
37 IEA Antitrust Exemption Extension, H.R. 5789, 1982
38 Illinois and Michigan Canal Bills, H.R. 5516; H.R. 5665; H.R.

9570; H.R. 14334, 1977-1982
39 Illinois and Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor Act of

1983, H.R. 2014, 1983
40-42 Intergovernmental Productivity Improvement Act, H.R. 2735, 

1979

4 1 Intergovernmental Productivity Improvement Act, H.R. 2735, 
1979
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4 2 International Recovery and Financial Stability Act (IMF), H.R.
2957, 1983

3 Jewish War Veterans, H.R. 3775, 1983
4 Kerr-McGee Chemical Corp. (Nuclear), 1982
5 Medicare Home Health Care, H.R. 3616, 1983
6 Medicare Vision Reform Act of 1983, H.R. 3010
7 Methanol Policy Act, H.R. 5075, 1984
8 Military Chiropractic Care, H.R. 31, 1983
9 National Debt Reduction Act of 1983, H.R. 2425, 1983
10 National Diffusion Network Act, H.R. 5818, 1983
11 National Health Care Reform Act of 1981, H.R. 850, 1981
12 Natural Gas Consumer Access Amendments, of 1983, H.R. 

2565, 1983
13 Natural Gas Consumer Regulatory Reform Amendments of 

1983, H.R. 1760, 1983
14 Natural Gas Import Policy Act of 1982, H.R. 7379, 1982
15 Natural Gas Import Policy of 1983, H.R. 1441, 1983
16 Natural Gas Increment Pricing, H.R. 5862, 1980
17 Natural Gas Legislation, H.R. 4277, 1983
18 Natural Gas Policy Act-Incremental Pricing Repeal, H.R. 

2017, 1981
19 Natural Gas Utilization Act, H.R. 3305, 1981
20 New Economic Recovery Act of 1984, H.R. 5506, 1984
21 Nuclear Power Plant Standardization Act, H.R. 5053, 1984
22 Nuclear Radiation of Soldiers in Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

Study, H.R. 7017, 1980
23 Nuclear Waste Legislation, 1979-1981
24 Nuclear Waste Policy Act, H.R. 8378, 1980
25 Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, H.R. 3809, 1982
26 Oil Shale Corporation (TOSCO) for the Colony Oil Shale 

Project, H.Res. 451, 1982
27 Pension Plan Investments Enforcement Act of 1983, H.R. 

3989, 1983
28 Petroleum Displacement Act of 1981, H.R. 1765, 1981
29 Petroleum Overcharge Restitution Act, H.R. 4972, 1984
30 Powerplant and Industrial Fuel Act of 1978, H.R. 4576, 1978
31 Powerplant and Industrial Fuel Act (Section 402-Gaslights), 

H.R. 1464, 1981
32 Priority Energy Project Act, H.R. 4985, 1979
33 Public Utility Holding Company Act Amendments of 1983, 

H.R. 2994, 1983
34-35 Renounce 1945 Yalta Agreement, H.R. Res. 435, 1983
36 Residential Energy Credit Expansion Act of 1982, H.R. 5626, 

1982
37 Right to Work Bill, n.d.
38 Senior Citizens Environmental Employment Act, H.R. 569, 

1983
39 Senior Citizens Non-Institutional Living Arrangements, H.R. 

2191, 1983
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4 40 Social Security Coverage of Religious Employee Bill, H.R. 
4587, 1984

41 Strategic Petroleum Reserve Management Improvement Act of
1980, H.R. 8121, 1980

42 Supplemental Security Income Benefits for Aliens, H.R. 5197,
1979; H.R. 14215, 1978

43 Synthetic Fuels, Corcoran Activities, 1979
44 Synthetic Fuels Corporation Fiscal Accountability Act, H.R. 

4098, 1983
45 Synthetic Fuels Corporation Fund Reduction, H.R. 1701, 1983
46 Synthetic Fuels Pilot Plant Act of 1981, H.R. 3522, 1981
47 Synthetic Fuels Tax Credits, 1982-1984
48 Tax Break Bills, H.R. 5438; H.R. 6136, 1982
49 Tax Credit for the Care of the Elderly Act, H.R. 4143, 1979; 

H.R. 2361, 1981; H.R. 4586, 1984
50 Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Delaying of Section 

308b, H.Con.Res. 132, 1983
51 Tax Rate Reduction, H.R. 7655, 1980

5 1-5 Telecommunications Act of 1982, H.R. 5158, 1982
6 Televised Sports, Black-out Bills, H.R. 13586, 1978; H.R. 

3179, 1979
7 Temporary Storage of Spent Fuel (Nuclear), H.R. 10301, 1980
8 Trade Bills, H.R. 911, 1981
9 Tuition Tax Credits, 1977-1979
10 Tuition Tax Relief Act of 1979, H.R. 3878, 1979
11-12 Veterans Legislation, 1982-1984
13 Vietnam Veterans Memorial Dignity Act, H.R. 4158, 1983-

1984
14 Voluntary Medicare Option (VMO) Act of 1981, H.R. 4666, 

1981

Series III.  Subject Files

15-19 Acid Rain Issue, 1981-1982
20 Aging Legislation, 1980, n.d.
21 Airport Operations, Chicago Area, 1983-1984
22 Baltic States, 1983-1984
23-24 Budget, FY81, FY83
25 Capitol West Front, 1983
26 Caribbean Basin Initiative, 1982-1983
27 Chanute Air Force Base, n.d.
28 Clean Air Act, 1982
29 Coal Exports Hearing, October 8, 1981
30 Coal Production, 1980-1981
31 Coal Production Hearing, August 3, 1981
32 Coal Production in Illinois, 1979
33 Coal Utilization Hearing, September 3, 1981
34 Correspondence, 1981-1984
35 Cuba, 1983-1984
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5 36 Department of Energy, 1981-1983

6 1 Department of Energy, Correspondence, 1980-1983
2 Education-Primary and Secondary, 1981
3 Electronic Data Systems Federal Corporation (EDSF-

Medicare Carrier), 1980
4 Emergency Preparedness/Post (EPAA), 1981
5 Energy Mobilization Board, 1980
6 Family Planning, 1982
7 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), Department 

of Energy, 1979-1981
8 Foreign Affairs Questionnaire, 1982-1984
9 Gas Decontrol (Gasohol), 1979-1980
10 Gas Rationing, 1979
11 Gold Standard, 1980-1982
12 Great Plains Coal Gasification Project, 1983-1984
13 Greece, 1982-1983
14 Grenada, 1983-1984
15 Guaranteed Student Loans-Interested Agencies, n.d.
16 Health Care Reform, 1981
17 Health Groups, 1979-1984
18 Health Professions, 1979-1981
19 Health Related Speeches, 1980-1984
20 Health Systems Agency-DuPage County Shift, 1983-1984
21 Hospital Advisory Committee, 1979
22 Hospital Cost Containment Project, 1980-1984
23-33 Illinois and Michigan Canal, 1980-1984

7 1 Illinois and Michigan Canal, 1982-1983
2 Illinois Federal/State Task Force on Energy (IFSTFE), 1981
3 Illinois Health Finance Authority, 1980-1981
4 Illinois Utilities, Illinois Power Company and Commonwealth 

Edison, 1981-1982
5 Interest Rates, 1982-1983
6 Japan, 1982
7 Lithuania, 1978-1983
8 Medicare, 1979-1983
9 Military Reform Caucus, 1983
10-20 Natural Gas, 1981-1984
21 Nuclear Emergency-Potassium Iodide, 1979
22 Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Correspondence, 1980-1982
23 Nuclear Waste, 1981-1984
24-26 Nuclear Waste/Spent Fuel Management, 1977-1981
27 Oil Decontrol, 1979-1983
28 Omnibus Reconciliation (Energy), 1981
29 Panama, 1977-1982
30 Poland, 1981-1984
31 Radio Marti, 1983
32 Reagan Economic Recovery Program, 1981-1982
33 Regulation Q-Savings and Loans Interest Rates, 1977-1979
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7 34 St. Mary’s Hospital, Streator, IL Merger, 1981
35 Senior Citizen Interns, 1979-1981
36 Standby Petroleum Allocation Act, 1981-1982
37 Synthetic Fuels Corporation (SFC), 1981-1984
38 Tax Credits for the Elderly, 1979-1981
39 Trans Alaska Pipeline (TAPS), 1982
40 Unemployment Benefits “Triggering Off”, 1982
41 White House/OMB, Secretary of Energy, Correspondence, 

1980-1981

Series IV.  Committee Files

            Subseries A.  Energy and Commerce Committee

42-43 Committee Meeting Memos, 1981-1983
44 Conrail, 1983

8 1 Legislation Agenda, 1980-1981
2 Organization, 1981-1984
3 Staff Responsibilities, 1981-1982
4 Subcommittee Assignments, 1980-1981

Energy Conservation and Power Subcommittee:
5 Alcohol Fuels Transfer Act of 1981, H.R. 3057, 1980-1981
6 Construction Work in Progress Policy Act of 1983, H.R. 

555, 1983
7 Nuclear Waste Media Report, 1982
8-9 Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, H.R. 6598, June-August

1982
10 Nuclear Waste Storage, Morris, IL Facility, 1980-1982
11 Nuclear Waste Transportation Safety Act, H.R. 4850, 1984
12-13 Public Utility Financial Reform Act (PUHCA Amend), 

H.R. 5220, 1981-1982
14-16 Public Utility Holding Company Act Repeal, 1981-1983
17 Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act Amend (PURPA), 

H.R. 6500, 1982
18 Subcommittee Members, 1981
19 Subcommittee Organizational Meeting and Agenda, 1981
20 Three Mile Island-Nuclear Powerplant Decontamination 

Act of 1982, H.R. 5963, 1982

Fossil and Synthetic Fuels Subcommittee:
21 Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System Private 

Financing Act, H.R. 4980, 1981-1983
22 Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System Waiver 

Expiration, H.J.R. 467, 1982
23 Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System Waiver-

Metzenbaum Legislation, 1981-1982
24-28 Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System Waiver 

Proposal, H.R. 341, 1980-1982
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8 29 Canadian Electricity Exports, 1983-1984
30 Coal Severance Tax Limitation, H.R. 4841, 1981-1983
31 Crude Oil Windfall Profits Tax Exemption, H.R. 6206, 

1980-1981
32 Energy Emergency Preparedness Act, 1982-1983
33 Energy Emergency Preparedness Hearing, 1984
34 Energy Policy and Conservation Act Extension, H.R. 4197, 

1983-1984
35 Energy Preparedness-International Energy Assoc., 1975-

1984
36 Low Income Energy Assistance, 1984
37 Methanol Transportation Fuel, H.R. 4895; H.R., 5075, 

1983-1984
38 National Petroleum Supply Evaluation Act of 1981, H.R. 

4930, 1981
39 Natural Gas Consumer Regulatory Reform Amendment of 

1983, H.R. 1760, 1983
40 Natural Gas Contract Carriage, H.R. 3565, April-May 1983
41 Natural Gas Import Policy Act of 1982, H.R. 7379, 1982
42 Natural Gas Issues-Hearings, 1982
43 Natural Gas Legislative Status, 1981-1983
44 Natural Gas Market Policy Act of 1984, H.R. 4277, 1983-

1984
45 Natural Gas Outdoor Lighting, H.R. 1464, 1981
46 Natural Gas Pending Legislation-Hodel Statement, 1983
47 Natural Gas Policy-Corcoran’s Chemical Mfg. Assoc. 

Speech, 1982
48 Natural Gas Price Decontrol, 1983
49 Natural Gas-Subcommittee Memos, 1982-1983
50 Natural Gas Utilization Act, H.R. 3305, 1981
51 Oil Pipeline Rate Deregulation, H.R. 4488; H.R. 6815, 

1981-1982
52 Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Amendment, H.R. 

5023, 1984

9 Health and the Environment Subcommittee:
1 Acid Rain-Administration Position, 1981-1984
2 Acid Rain-Canadian Position, 1979-1984
3 Acid Rain-Illinois, 1981-1984
4 Acidic Disposition Study and Ecosystem Mitigation Act, 

H.R. 1405, 1983
5-9 Clean Air Act-Illinois, 1977-1982

            Subseries B.  Government Operations Committee

Legislation and National Security Subcommittee:
10 Department of Education, 1978

            Subseries C.  Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee



BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 13

RC 234 - Thomas Corcoran Papers

9 11 Subcommittee Budgets, 1979-1980

Energy and Power Subcommittee:
12 Alternate Transportation Systems, H.R. 3718, 1979
13 Budget Meetings, 1979-1980
14 Coal Severance Tax Limitations, H.R. 6625, 1979-1980
15 Corporate Automobile Fuel Efficiency Legislation, 1980
16 Department of Energy Authorization Act, FY 81-82-

Civilian Applications, H.R. 6627, March –June 1980
17 Department of Energy Support Services Contract, H.R. 

8714, 1980
18-19 Domestic Energy Policy Act of 1979, H.R. 5282, 1979-

1980
20-21 Electric Vehicle Act of 1979, H.R. 3718, 1979-1980
22 Energy and Water Development Appropriations Bill, H.R. 

7590, 1980
23 Natural Gas Outdoor Lighting, H.R. 4576, 1979-1980
24 Nuclear Regulatory Commission Budget Authorization, 

FY81, 1980
25 Subcommittee Meeting Memos, 1979

Health and the Environmental Subcommittee:
26-27 Coal Utilization Incentives Act of 1980, H.R. 8269, 1980
28 Health Planning and Resource Development Amendments 

Act of 1979, H.R. 3917, 1977-1980
29 Hospital Cost Containment and Reporting Act of 1979, 

H.R. 2626; H.R. 5635, 1979
30 National Digestive Diseases Prevention, Cure and Control, 

H.R. 1650, 1979

Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee:
31 Acid Rain Hearing, 1980
32 “Gas Bubble” (Natural Gas Surplus) Hearing, 1979
33-34 Hazardous Waste Hearings, 1979-1980
35 Infant Formula Hearing, 1979
36 Low-Level Radiation Health Effects Hearing, 1979
37-38 PCB-Contamination, Storage, and Disposal Hearings, 

1979-1980
39 Subpoenas, 1980

            Subseries D.  Post Office and Civil Service Committee

40 Air Traffic Controllers, H.R. 7292, 1977-1978
41 Bills Sponsored and Cosponsored, 1978
42 Civil Service Reform Conference, 1978
43-46 Civil Service Reform and Reorganization, 1978-1980
47-48 Civil Service Reform and Reorganization, Right to Work 

Amendment, H.R. 11280, 1978
49 Code of Ethics Distribution, H.R. 5997, 1979-1980
50-53 Committee Budget, FY80-84, 1979-1983
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9 54 Committee Budget Reconciliation, 1980
55 Contracting Out/A-76, 1977-1983
56 Federal Labor-Management Bill, H.R. 13; H.R. 9094, 1977
57 Franked Mail, H.R. 3355; H.R. 3777, 1979-1981
58 Full Postal Committee Meetings, 1977
59 Hatch Act, 1977
60 Junket Legislation, 1977-1979

10 1 Legislation 96 /97  Congress, 1980-1981th th

2 Postal Workers Union Seminar and NRLC Speech, 1979-1981
3 Right to Representative Pre-termination Alliance, 1978

Census and Population Subcommittee:
4 1980 Census, 1978-1979
5 Ag Census-DeKalb Meeting, 1981-1983
6 Apportionment, 1980-1981
7 Census and Population, 1978
8 Census Review Bill, H.R. 1019, 1980-1981
9 Congressional Disapproval of Census Questions, H.R. 

7894, 1980

Civil Service Subcommittee:
10 Air Traffic Controllers/PATCO Strike, 1978-1982
11 Air Traffic Control Revitalization Act, H.R. 5038, 1982

Compensation and Employee Benefits Subcommittee:
12 BIA Early Retirement, H.R. 1885, 1979
13 Charge Coast of Retirement Appeals, H.R. 5837, 1980
14 COLA Bill, H.R. 987, 1979
15 Federal Firefighters-Law Enforcement Retirement, 1977
16 Federal Pay Comparability, 1977-1978
17 Illegitimate Childrens’ Survivors Benefits, H.R. 2584, 1979
18 Member of Congress COLA and Benefits, 1982
19 Military Leaves/Benefits, 1980
20 Military Unionization, 1978
21 Voluntary Withholding State Income Tax from Civil 

Service Employees, 1980

Employee Ethics and Utilization Subcommittee:
22 Part Time and Flex-Time Employment, 1977-1978
23 Veterans Preference, 1978

Human Resources Subcommittee:
24 National Labor Relations Board Negotiations, 1981
25 Productivity, H.R. 2735, 1979

Postal Operations and Services Subcommittee:
26 Changes in Postal Service, H.R. 1300; H.R. 171, 1979-

1981
27 Changes in Postal Service, H.R. 2679, 1979-1980



BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 15

RC 234 - Thomas Corcoran Papers

10 28 Citizens Postal Rate Relief Act, 1978
29 Editorial, 1979
30 Electric Vehicles and Energy Conservation, 1979
31 LaSalle IL Post Office Mail Processing Transfer, 1979-

1980
32 Legislative Outlook, 1983
33 Postal Accountability, 1979
34 Postal Appropriations, 1979
35 Postal Policy Issues, 1981
36-37 Postal Reorganization of 1977, H.R. 7700, 1977-1978
38 Postal Service Act, H.R. 79, 1979
39 Postal Service Board of Governors and Postmaster General,

H.R. 2817; H.R. 174, 1981
40 Six Day Mail System, 1977-1978
41 Six Day Mail Delivery, H.R. 172; H.R. 2492, 1981
42 Statement before Senate Subcommittee on Energy, Nuclear 

Proliferation and Federal Services, S. 3229-Postal 
Reform, 1978

43 Treasury/Postal Appropriations Fiscal 1981, 1980

Postal Personnel and Modernization Subcommittee:
44 Mail Fraud Bill, 1978

Series V.  Constituent Correspondence

45 Mail Count, 1977-1980
46 Form Letter Statistics, 1977-1978
47 Form Letter Table of Contents, 1977-1981, 1983-1984
48-50 Constituent Form Letters, 1-476, January 1977-July 1981
51 Form Letters, 1981-1982
52-53 Constituent Form Letters, 1981-1982
54-56 Form Letters, 1981-1984

11 1-2 Form Letters, 1981-1984
3 Dead From Letters, 1981-1982
4 Correspondence, Agencies, 1983-1984
5 Correspondence, Colleagues, 1983-1984
6 Correspondence, Committees, 1982-1984
7 Correspondence, White House, 1983-1984
8 Subject File Guides, 1977, 1979, 1980
9 Subject Classification Guide, January 1981
10 Instances of Category Report, July 1, 1981-October 30, 1984

Series VI.  County Grants and Projects

11 Grants and Civic File (County), 1977
12 DeKalb-DeKalb-DeKalb County Family Services Agency, 

LEAA, 1978
13 DeKalb-DeKalb-Egyptian Theatre, IDOC, 1978
14 DeKalb-DeKalb-Flooding, Federal Assistance, 1978
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11 15 DeKalb-DeKalb-Graduate and Professional Opportunity 
Program Funds, Northern Illinois University, Dept.of Ed., 
1984

16 DeKalb-DeKalb-Institute for the Deaf Dept. of Ed., 1980
17 DeKalb-DeKalb-Northern Illinois University-Illinois Regional

Resource Center, 1977
18 DeKalb-DeKalb-Northern Illinois University Women and 

Minority Recruitment, HEW, 1979
19 DeKalb-Malta-Kishwaukee College, Clearinghouse on Adult 

Education, HEW, 1977
20 DeKalb-Sandwich-Snow Removal for Lake Holiday, FDAA, 

DLGA, 1979
21 DeKalb-Sandwich-CDBG Sandwich Flood Project, HUD, 

EPA, 1979
22 DeKalb-South Grove Township, Proposed Sludge Landfill, 

IPA, IEPA, Agriculture, 1979
23 Ford-Cabery-Steele Industries Feasibility Study, DOE, 1980
24 Ford-Paxton-Funds for Upgrading Airport, Sewer System 

Annexation, EPA, FAPRS, 1978
25 Ford-Paxton-West Lawn Community Center, LEAA, 1977
26 Grundy-Grundy County Flooding, Disaster Assistance, SBA, 

1978
27 Grundy and Kane-Small Business Flood Loans, SBA, 1981
28 Kane-Aurora-Cherry Hill Flooding and Blackberry Creek, 

1978
29 Kane-Aurora-Energy Independent Community Proposal-

Producing Citizens of the US, DOE, 1980
30 Kane-Aurora-Family Support Center, Early Warning at-Risk, 

HEW, 1978
31 Kane-Aurora-National Business Opportunities, 1977
32 Kane-Batavia-Water Pollution Control Grant, EPA, 1979
33 Kane-Fox River Valley Park District-Red Oak Nature Center, 

HEW, 1977
34 Kane-Geneva-Geneva Sewer System Grant, EPA, 1981
35 Kane-Kendall-Labor Surplus Designation, DOL, IDOL, 1982

12 1 Kane-Sugar Grove-Waubonsee Community College, 1978
2 LaSalle-Countrywide-LaSalle County Overall Economic 

Development Plan, DOL, 1980
3 LaSalle-Illinois and Michigan Canal, IDOC, DOI, 1980
4 LaSalle-Illinois Valley Community College, Homemaker-

Home Health Aide Continuation, IL, 1977
5 LaSalle-Illinois Valley Community College, Project CORD, 

HEW, 1977
6 LaSalle-Illinois Valley Community College-Project Culture at 

Sheridan Correctional Center, LEAA, 1978
7 LaSalle-LaSalle County Community Mental Health Board 

708, HEW, 1977
8 LaSalle-Mendota, Fire Department, Aerial Ladder and Fire 

Station, HUD, 1977
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12 9 LaSalle-N. Utica-Comprehensive Plan Application, FmHA, 
1978

10 LaSalle-Ottawa-Congregate Housing, HUD, 1982
11 LaSalle-Peru-Aitken School National Register Status, IDOC, 

1980
12 LaSalle-Streator, Urban Development Action Grant, 

Downtown Improvement, HUD, 1978
13 LaSalle-Streator, Urban Development Action Grant, (UDAG), 

1981
14 LaSalle-Utica-Rural Water System Loan-FmHA, 1980
15 LaSalle-Utica-Utica Asphalt Plant, FmHA, 1980
16 LaSalle-Westclox, 1980
17 Livingston Campus-Ethanol Plant Funding, DOE, FmHA, 

1980
18-19 Livingston-Pontiac-Community Development Block Grant, 

HUD, 1978
20 Livingston-Pontiac Flooding, 1980
21 Marshall-Marshall County Airport Lighting System, FAA, 

1978
22 Woodford-Eureka-Grandview Terrace Apartments, Solar 

Energy Construction, HUD, 1978
23 Woodford-Metamora-Community Development Block Grant, 

HUD, 1979
24 Statewide-Recruiting and Placement of Asians in Highway 

Construction, IDOT, 1980
25 Illinois-Association for Retarded Citizens, HEW, 1979
26 Illinois-Department for Law Enforcement, State Police 

Hazardous Materials, DOT, 1979
27 Illinois Export Development Authority, EDA, 1984
28 Soviet Jewry, Boris Nikonox, 1979
29 Soviet Jewry, Grigori Vasserman, 1981-1984
30 United Farm Workers, Grant Application Opposition, DOL, 

1978

Series VII.  News Secretary Files

            Subseries A.  Press Releases

31 News Releases, Reference File, 1977

13 1 News Releases, Reference File, 1978
2-3 News Releases, 1979-1980
4 News Releases/Speeches, 1981
5-6 News Releases, 1982-1983
7 News Releases, 1984

14 1 Congressional Reports, Legislative Reports, Newscolumns, 
1977-1983

2-3 Newscolumns, 1978-1982
4 Legislative Update, 1977-1983
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            Subseries B.  TV/Radio

14 5 Radio Show Summaries and Quotes, 1979-1983

Tapes:
15 1 Government Organization with Erlenborn, 1977; Prime 

Farmland, Snow Disasters, Energy Committee, 1980
2 Citizen Views, 9/8/1977; NRC 7 Safety, Nuclear Waste 

Actions, Hazardous Waste, Aliens, Cubans, 6/2/1980
3 Social Security, 9/15/1977; Cuban Refugees, 

GESMO/Reprocessing of Spent Nuclear Fuel, 6/9/1980
4 Lock and Dam 26, 10/21/1977; Pontiac Flood Aid, USPS 

Future, Tax Cuts, 7/1/1980
5 Mid-East with Paul Simon, 12/1/1977; Budget with Lynn 

Martin, 5/5/1981
6 Year-end Wrap, 12/28/1977
7 Consumer Protection Agency, 2/9/1978; Social Security 

Financing, 6/15/1981
8 Social Security Tax Increases, 4/6/1978
9 Questionnaire Results, 6/1/1978; Budget, FY83, 2/8/1982
10 DOD Auth, Dept of Ed, Tax Cred. Highway B., 10/5/1978; 

Alaska Pipeline, 11/19/1981
11 Questionnaire Results, Fall 1978, 10/12/1978
12 Senior Citizens Wrapup, 10/26/1978
13 Gas Rationing, 3/8/1979
14 Gas Shortage, 6/8/1979; Ottawa Dump, Geneva Town 

Meeting, 11/28/1982
15 Questionnaire Results, 7/19/1979; Questionnaire Results, 

5/18/1981
16 Question and Answer, 7/22/1979;  Hostage Rescue 

Attempt, Inflation, 4/30/1980
17 Soviet Troops in Cuba, Draft Registration, 9/14/1979
18 Energy Tour, 10/11/1979
19 Letters, Grain Embargo, Ethics, ABSCAM, 2/7/19780
20 Illinois Petroleum Marketers Association, Opening Session,

Tom Corcoran, March 24-26, 1980
21 Lame Duck Session, Budget Problems, Illinois-Michigan 

Canal, 9/24/1980
22 Regulatory Reform, (Carter Years)-Human Rights, 

6/26/1981
23 Questionnaire Results, President’s Speech, Re Confidence, 

Energy, Health Bill, 9/9/1981
24 Clean Air Act, 3/1/1982; State of the Union Response: 

Nuclear Waste, Defending Persian Gulf, 1980
25 No Inflation, 4/26/1982; Congressional Pay and Tax 

Changes, Procedure Bill, 3/1982
26 Film, 16mm, Color:

Agriculture Committee: Testimony of Tom Corcoran, 
February 17, 1977
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            Subseries C.  Subject Files

16 1 Agreements to Cosponsor Various Bills, 1979-1980
2 Air Bags and Motor Vehicle Safety Acts, 1981-1984
3 Articles and Statements by Corcoran, 1977-1980
4 Broadcasting, Disabled, 1982
5 CATV, H.R. 4103, 1983-1984
6 Clean Air Act Hearing, Chaired by Corcoran, October 1, 1981
7 Drunk Driving, 1981-1984

Energy:
8 Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline Waivers, 1981-1982
9 Coal, 1981
10 Correspondence with EEI, ICC, APA, IEC, 1982
11 Correspondence with FERC, 1982-1983
12 Department of Energy, 1979-1980
13 Energy, Miscellaneous, 1979-1980
14 Energy Statements and Information by Corcoran, 1979-

1984
15 Exports-Embargoes, Corcoran Anti-embargo Legislation, 

1982
16 Gasoline Shortage, 1979
17 GESMO, Nuclear Fuel Reprocessing, 1980
18 Hydro, 1979

17 1-2 Legislation, Energy Oil Back-out, 1979-1980
3 Natural Gas, 1981-1982
4 Oil, 1979-1980
5 Procedures Bill, (1980-1983)
6 FAP 412 Bridge, New US 51, 1981-1984
7 Floor Briefs, 1981
8 Lake Michigan Diversion Project, 1978-1979
9 Public Broadcasting Authorization, 1981-1984

Railroads:
10 Amtrak, 1979-1983
11 Milwaukee Road Acquisition, 1984
12 Rail Abandonments for Public Purposes, Aurora-Geneva, 

1981-1982
13 Rail Deregulation, 1979-1980
14 Railroad Retirement Legislation, 1983-1984
15 Rock Island Railroad, 1979-1983
16 Safe Drinking Water Act, 1980, 1984

            Subseries D.  Speeches

17 NARUC/PURPA, Greenbrier, WV, July 6, 1981
18 IL Energy Conference, Chicago, IL September 28, 1981
19 NIGas/IL, October 23, 1981
20 EEI, NYC/Utility Financing/PUHCA, October 28, 1981
21 Natural Gas, Peoples Energy/TX, October 29, 1981
22 Argonne /IL/Nuke Waste, October 30, 1981
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17 23 NERO/DC/Gas, February 9, 1982
24 ELCON/DC/PUHCA, February 17, 1982
25 CIPS/Springfield/Utility Issues, May 10, 1982
26 ANEC/DC/Nuke Policy, May 12, 1982
27 AGA/Chicago/Gas, May 17, 1982
28 ARCO/Houston/CAA/Lead Phase Down, June 24, 1982
29 NCA/DC/CAA/Acid Rain, August 19, 1982
30 CMA/Chicago/Natural Gas, October 4, 1982
31 MGA/Chicago/Gas, March 7, 1983
32 IPMA/Chicago/Energy Policy, March 21, 1983
33 Tova Group/DC/Gas, May 16, 1983
34 Aurora Coalition/IL/NAM/Chicago, May 1983
35 IEUF/DC/Gas, June 23, 1983
36 IL Chamber of Commerce/Chicago, August 31, 1983
37 University of Illinois Energy Resources Center/Chicago/Gas, 

October 14, 1983
38 CIBO/Williamsburg/Gas, October 27, 1983
39 Speeches, Miscellaneous, 1977-1983
40 Aurora College Commencement, May 20, 1979\

Series VIII.  District Office Files

            Subseries A.  Geneva Office

17 41 Monthly Casework Summary, 1983
42-43 Questionnaire Results, 1977-1982
44 Radio Shows, 1981-1983
45 Small Business Advisory Council Meeting #2, December 10, 

1983

            Subseries B.  Ottawa Office

Congressional Advisory Committee (CAC):
46 By-Laws Committee, 1977
47 Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Subcommittee, 1977
48 Correspondence, 1977-1979
49 Minutes, 1977-1978
50 Minutes and Memos, Vic’s Folder, 1977-1979
51 Questionnaire, 1981
52 Corcoran Agriculture Advisory Committee, 1981
53 Illinois and Michigan Canal and Washington Park, 1978-1981
54 Memos from Reed, 1978-1979
55 Mobile Office, 1979-1982
56 Schedules, 1977-1978
57 Schedules, Mobile Office, 1977-1978


