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INTRODUCTION

Marjorie Schaller and Warren W. Wood, co-executors of the Win G. Knoch Estate,
donated the Win G. Knoch Papers to the Northern Illinois Regional History Center on October 1,
1987.

Property rights in the collection are held by the Regional History Center; literary rights
are dedicated to the public.  There are no restrictions on access to the collection.

Linear feet of shelf space:  5.25
Number of containers: 6
Northern Illinois Regional History Center
Collection 179

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Win G. Knoch Papers contain three series that partially document the public and
private activities of Win G. Knoch of Naperville, Illinois.  The first series, Biographical, contains
extensive information on Knoch and his family’s history, 1893-1983.  Also included is
information on honors, awards, civic, professional, and charitable activities of Judge Knoch.

Series II, Correspondence Files, is the largest and most complex series in the collection. 
The series spans the years 1936-1983, is arranged alphabetically and is in reverse chronological
order.  In some cases there are separate letter files that overlap the original letter file.  It appears
that these files were created after Judge Knoch’s retirement from active service in 1967 and were
never filed with the main alphabetical file.

Subject Files (1921-1982) contained in Series III are arranged alphabetically and are in
chronological order.  Materials in this series document several aspects of Judge Knoch’s career:
professional associations, civic and charitable activities, political campaigns, and public
appearances and speeches.

For additional information on related collections, researchers should consult the Center’s
Guide.  Collections of special interest are: RC 4, Fawell; RC 67, Chauncey Reed; RC 73, Latham
Castle; RC 124, A.G. Kennedy; RC 163, Lucinda Wanner.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Win G. Knoch was born at Naperville, Illinois on May 24, 1895.  He was educated in
local schools and received his law degree from DePaul University in 1917.  From 1922 to 1930
Judge Knoch was engaged in private practice with Chauncey Reed (and later Russell Keeney),
served as DuPage County’s first regularly appointed Assistant State’s Attorney and also was
attorney for the DuPage County Board of Supervisors and the Forest Preserve Commission of
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DuPage County.  Knoch was first elected as a DuPage County Judge in 1930 and was Circuit
judge from 1939 until 1953 when he was appointed by President Eisenhower to the U.S. District
Court of northern Illinois.  In 1958 Judge Knoch was appointed to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 7th Circuit.  He retired in 1967 but remained on senior status for several years thereafter.

In politics Judge Knoch was a life-long Republican and was considered by many the
father of the modern DuPage County Republican Party.  Throughout his career Judge Knoch was
deeply involved in community affairs.  During the Depression he took the lead in organizing the
Naperville National Bank and served as Chairman and President for 23 years and then chairman
for 12 years.  Judge Knoch was also involved in the acquisition and development of Centennial
Park, Edward Hospital, and Caroline Martin-Mitchell Museum.  He was an active member of
many professional associations and served as President of the DuPage County Bar Association
(1927), County and Probate Judges Association, and Illinois Circuit and Superior Court Judges
Association (1943).  Judge Knoch’s other interests included Catholic charities, Boy Scouts,
American Legion, Illinois Benedictine College, Loyola and DePaul Universities.

Judge Knoch married Irene Mae Fauth of Aurora and the couple had four daughters.  Win
G. Knoch died May 23, 1983 in Naperville, Illinois.  For more detailed biographical information
see Box 1.

SUBJECT TRACINGS

American Legion
Catholics
Courts
DuPage County
Juvenile Delinquency
Keeny, Russell
Knoch, Win G.
Lawyers
Naperville
Politics
Reed, Chauncey W.
Republican Party
World War II
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COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION

Series I.  Biographical

1 1 Biographical, family history, 1893-1983
2 Photographs, 1939 (2)
3 Court of Appeals induction, 1958, District Court induction, 

1953
4 Knoch Courthouse Annex, 1977
5 Knoch Room, Sheraton Hotel, 1979-1980
6 Last case, 1977
7 Retirement letters, 1967
8 Senior Judge status, 1966-1969

Series II.  Correspondence Files

9 A, 1953-1983
10 Abrahamson - Atten, 1936-1983
11 B - Be, 1953-1983
12 Be - Bo, 1953-1983
13 Bo - , 1953-1973
14 Baker, Col. E.J., 1953-1959
15 Barnes - Bartley, 1953-1965
16 Bauer, William J., 1968-1976
17 Boy Scouts, 1944-1974
18 Brennan - Burgess, 1953-1973
19 C, 1975-1982
20 C, 1953-1972
21 Carlson - Carrick, 1952-1973
22 Chicago Bar Association, 1953-1979
23 Clarke College, 1954-1978
24 Clark - Cuneo, 1953-1972
25 D, 1975-1983
26 D, 1948-1968
27 Daley - Davis, 1955-1972
28-29 DePaul University, 1953-1974
30 Deicke - Dudek, 1970-1972
31 DuPage County Bar Association, 1953-1980
32 DuPage County Centennial, 1938-1939

2 1 DuPage County Historical Society, 1939-1970
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2 2 DuPage County Republican Central Committee, 1953-1971
3 E, 1953-1972
4 Elmhurst Country Club, 1959-1973
5 Erlenborn, John N., 1957-1972
6 Evans, Charles “Chick”, 1959-1971
7 Executives’ Club, 1960-1973
8 F, 1973-1981
9 F - Fi, 1953-1972
10 Fl - Fz, 1947-1972
11 Farnsworth - Flick, 1966-1972
12 Forty and Eight, 1953-1973
13 Frederick - Friedlund, 1959-1972
14 G, 1975-1982
15 G, 1953-1974
16 Gallagher - Grady, 1953-1973
17 Grange, Harold “Red”, 1963-1978
18 Grant, Robert A., 1960-1974
19 Green, Dwight, 1947-1956
20 Griffin, Donald J., 1961-1982
21 H, 1975-1982
22 H - Hd, 1953-1972
23 He - , 1939-1973
24 Halas, George, 1955-1983
25 Hammerschmidt - Harbour, 1957-1974
26 Headquarters Co., 342nd Infantry, 1953-1966
27 Heim - Humidor Club, 1953-1982
28 I, 1953-1970
29 Illinois Athletic Club, 1966-1980
30 Illinois Sesquicentennial, 1967-1968
31 Illinois State Bar Association, 1953-1978
32 Illinois State Historical Society, 1957-1961
33 J, 1953-1982
34 Jesuit Retreat League of Chicago, 1967-1971
35 Judges, additional, 1954-1957
36 Judges, outside employment, 1963
37 K, 1964-1982
38 Ka - Kin, 1953-1973
39 Kn - Kz, 1957-1969
40 Keeney, Mrs. Russell, 1948-1979

3 1 Keeshin, John L., 1954-1983
2 Kelly - Kunsch, 1953-1972
3 L, 1953-1972
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3 4 Lanagan - Learn, 1957-1972
5 Levin, Emil, 1955-1963
6 Lloyd, L. Duncan, 1960-1972
7 Loyola University, 1957-1983
8 Lulinski - Lynch, 1962-1973
9 M, 1974-1983
10 Ma - Mi, 1954-1974
11 Mi -Mz, 1953-1976
12 Madden - Maxwell, 1955-1974
13 Mc, 1947-1972
14 McCormick, Col. Robert, 1947-1978
15 McCormick, Chauncey, 1947-1953
16 Meegan - Moser, 1953-1974
17 Mundelein College, 1958-1967
18 N, 1975-1983
19 Nixon, Richard, 1959-1974
20 North Central College, 1945
21 O, 1975-1981
22 P, 1975-1981
23 Quarles, A.M., 1975-1981
24 Ra- Ri, 1953-1981
25 Rj -, 1953-1981
26 Sa - Sm, 1949-1982
27 Sn - , 1949-1982
28 St. Procopius College (Illinois Benedictine), 1954-1978
29 Saltiel - Schuyler, 1953-1973
30 Scott, William J., 1962-1973
31 Sears, Barnabas F., 1953-1975
32 Shelly, Joseph, 1953-1975
33 Sheridan, Leo, 1961-1976
34 Snite, Fred B., 1954-1977
35 Stauffer, Milton E., 1963-1972
36 T, 1976-1981

4 1 Thank you notes, 1979-1983
2 U - Z, 1939-1980

Series.  III.  Subject Files

3 Allied Steel Co., 1921-1927
4 American Legion - Illinois, 1922-1974
5 American Legion- DuPage Co., 1936-1945
6 American Legion- Naperville, 1928-1982
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4 7 Bankruptcy, 1957-1962
8-10 Campaign for County Judge, 1930
11 Campaign for County Judge, 1934
12-13 Campaign for Circuit Judge, 1939
14 Campaign for Circuit Judge, 1945
15 Child Welfare Commission, 1948-1949
16 Civilian Aide to Secretary of War, 1943-1946
17-19 Division for Delinquency Prevention, 1941-1947
20 DuPage Co., Grand Jury, 1948
21 European Trip, 1937
22 Illinois Circuit Judges Association, 1939-1945
23-24 Illinois Circuit and Superior Judges Association, 1943-1946

5 1-2 Illinois Circuit and Superior Judges Association, 1947-1950 
3 Illinois Circuit and Appellate Judges Association, 1951-1971
4 Inaugurals, 1941-1981
5 Judges Retirement System, 1948
6 Knoch for Governor, 1935-1936
7-9 National War Fund Campaign, 1943-1945
10 Opinions of 16th Circuit Court: Judge Knoch’s Cases, 1939-

1953
11 Politics, 1928-1949
12 Politics, 1950-1966
13-19 Public Appearances and Speeches, 1925-1942
20 Public Appearances and Speeches, 1943-1947
21 Rationing, 1942-1944
22-24 Republican National Convention, 1944

6 1 Republican Party Yearbooks, (1934-1955)
2-3 U.S. Circuit and District Courts; Administrative History, 1789


