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INTRODUCTION

Lee Larson, President, donated the Rockford League of Women Voters Records to the
Northern Illinois Regional History Center on October 8, 1985.  Additional records were donated
at a later date.

Property rights in the collection belong to the Regional History Center; literary rights are
dedicated to the public.  There are no restrictions on access to the collection.

Linear feet of shelf space: 20.25
Number of containers:  23 + 4 volumes
Northern Illinois Regional History Center
Collection 178

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection documents the activities of the Rockford League of Women Voters from
its founding in 1922 to the present.  The collection is divided into four series.  Included in Series
I, Organizational Records, is historical materials, by-laws, minutes of meetings, correspondence,
and newsletters.  Subject Files comprise Series II, and are arranged alphabetically.  Among the
broad range of topics covered in the series are nuclear power, China, education, ERA, flood
control, housing, and the status of women.  Most of the files fall within the 1960-1985 time
period.  Series III contains scrapbooks spanning the years from 1922-1978.  They are especially
useful in documenting the League's activities before WW II.  Series IV, Byron Nuclear Plant
Intervention, along with the DAARE/SAFE Collection (RC 212), documents the League’s
involvement in the joint plant intervention.

HISTORICAL SKETCH

The Rockford League of Women Voters was founded April 22, 1922, two years after the
state organization had been established.  Among the Rockford Leagues's charter members were: 
Julia Lathrop, noted for her work on the Children's Bureau and the League of Nation's
Commission; Mabel Ashton Johnson, the founder of the Visiting Nurses Association; and Kate
O'Connor, a founder of the State League of Women Voters and coordinator of Illinois' welfare
program for women and children.  The Rockford League's first President was Mrs. William C.
Free.

Through a concentration on such topics as International Relations, Economic Welfare,
Government Structure, Public Health, and Voter Services, the Rockford League pursues its
purpose "...to promote political responsibility through informed and active participation of
citizens in government."  (By-laws, amended April 26, 1980).  These efforts have involved the
Rockford League in redevelopment projects, the push for a state constitutional convention, and a
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serious review of local government structure.  In all their activities, the Rockford League of
Women Voters remains politically nonpartisan.

SUBJECT TRACINGS

Byron (Ill.)
Byron Nuclear Plant
Commonwealth Edison
DeKalb (Ill.)
DeKalb Area Alliance Responsible Energy (DAARE)
Energy
Illinois Commerce Commission
League of Women Voters
League of Women Voters (Rockford, Ill.)
Public Utilities
Rockford (Ill.)
Sinnissippi Alliance for the Environment (SAFE)
United States--Politics and government
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Westside Community Organization (WESCO)
Women--Societies and clubs
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COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION

Series I.  Organizational Records

1 1 Historical Materials, (1922-1992)
2 By-laws, 1942-1992
3-20 Minutes of Meetings, 1949-2005

2 1-5 Annual Meetings, (1956-2009)
6 Diversity Statement, Planning Meeting, Annual Report 

Addition, Schedule, 2002-2003, 2005
7 Auditor's Reports, 1962-1967
8 Financial Records, 2004-2005
9 Awards and Proclamations, 1952-1972
10 Board Information, 1987
11 Board Handbook, Board Handbook Index, Local Program 

Handbook 1997-1998
12 Bulletins, 1943-1946

Committees:
13 Children at Risk Committee 1995-1996 
14 County Government Study Committee, 1975-1981
15 Environment Quality Committee, 1980-1985
16 Legislative Committee, 1975-1982
17 Mental Health Committee, 1988-1989
18 Mental Health Study Committee, 1987-1988
19 Mildred Berry Award Nominations, 1995
20 Natural Resources and Energy Committee, Year 2000 Plan,

1980
21 Task Force for Solid Waste Management for Winnebago 

County, 1983-1986
22 Task Force to Study Winnebago County Financial 

Problems, 1975
23 Community Dinner, 1988-1995
24 Consensus Reports, (1982-1989)
25-26 Correspondence, 1950-1986
27 Forty Years of Faith and Works: A Story of the League of

Women Voters of Illinois, 1961
28 Gannett Foundation, 1990
29-30 Guidelines, 1986-1987

3a 1 Legislator Interviews, 1974-1981
2 Membership Directories, Board Lists, (1960-1998), 2005/06
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3a 3 National Conference, Denver, Colorado, 1988
4-7 Newspaper Clippings, 1956-1998
8 Newspaper Clippings, Violence/Domestic Abuse 1998-1999
9 News Releases, 1990-1994
10 Nonpartisan Policy, 1958-1983
11 On The Waterfront Fundraiser, 1989
12 Photographs, 1952-1985 (64)
13 List of Contributors and Contributions 1990-1998

Publications:
14 The Government Guide: Winnebago and Rockford, IL, 

1976
15-18 The Government Guide: Winnebago and Rockford, IL, 

Information, Drafts, and Publishing Records, 1974-1976
19 How to Choose Your Candidates, n.d.
20 Non-Partisan Voters Guide (1984, 1986)
21 Survey of Government in Winnebago County, Illinois with

Special Emphasis on Public Welfare Services, 1959
22 Winnebago County Officials and Departments Pamphlet, 

n.d.
23 Questionnaire Results, 1982-1987
24 Reports, 1963-1969
25 A Report on the Accessibility of Governmental Councils 

and Boards, 1995
26 Civic Center Complex (Proposed for Rockford, Illinois)

December 1967
27 Election Office Consolidation Study 1996-2000
28-30 Parents Speak (The Views of 546 Parents of Elementary 

School Children in Rockford Illinois Area About Their
Child’s Education), September 2000

31 Results of a Poll (Rockford School District April 3, 20001 
Referendum) March 8, 2001

32 Board Retreat, 1994
33 Sample Women’s Ballot, 1914
34 Speeches, 1967-1968, n.d.

Slide Shows:
35 “Are You a Potential Candidate?”, 1976
36 Slide Show Scripts and Slides, n.d.

3b 1-3 Thinking Globally, Acting Locally, 1988-1994
4 Thinking Globally, Acting Locally, Ground H2O Project 

(1993-1997)
5-8 Thinking Globally, Acting Locally, Videotapes, March 1994

Drawer 20, Folder 11 Thinking Globally, Acting Locally Poster, 1994
9 Videotape, Martin/Bohnsack Debate, October 18, 19863b
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10 Voter Service, Correspondence, 1952-1980
11-13 Voter Service, Candidate Information, (1955-1990)
14 Nuclear Waste Management Community Education 

Workshop, 1994-1996
15 Strategic Planning Workshop Greater Rockford, 2002
16 Yearbook, 1947-1951
17-25 Rockford Voter, (1958-1990)

3c 1-6 Rockford Voter, (1991-2005)
7- The Voter, (2006-

Series II.  Subject Files

4a 1 ABC's of Government, 1960, 1963
2 Byron Nuclear Power Plant, 1979-1984
3 Byron Nuclear Power Plant, Newsclippings, 1980-1982
4 Candidate Forum, April 1981
5 China Puzzle, 1967
6 Citizenship Programs, 1975
7 Community Improvement/Redevelopment, 1961-1968
8 Dev. of Human Resources-Reference Material, 1965-1968  
9-10 Education, 1967-1985
11 Electronic Voting, 1967
12 Elementary Schools, 1972
13 Energy, 1875-1979
14 Equal Rights Amendment, 1972-1978
15 Equal Rights Amendment, Newsclippings, 1980
16 Fair Housing, 1963-1969
17 Flood Control, 1967-1972
18 Food Stamp Program, 1968 
19-24 Home Rule, 1954-1988
25 Housing, 1971-1976
26 Human Relations, 1964, 1968
27 Illinois Constitution, 1959-1970
28 Jail Needs Report, 1970
29 John Birch Society, n.d.
30 Leadership and Organization, 1949-1968
31 League Finance, 1975
32 Local Agenda Kit, 1943-1968
33 National and State League Publications, 1953-1963
34-36 Property Taxes, 1972-1981
37 Rockford Community School Caucus, 1962-1970
38 State Agendas, 1960-1967
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4b 1 Status of Women, 1974
2 Surveys and Summaries, 1964
3 Tax Assessment, 1975
4 Tax Increases, 1980-1983
5 Unfair Real Estate Practices, n.d.
6 Urban Renewal-Downtown Revamping, 1965-1974
7 Waste, 1977-1979
8 WESCO, n.d.
9 Who Should Elect the President?, 1969

Series III.  Scrapbooks

5 8 volumes Scrapbooks, 1922-1978

Oversize 4 volumes Scrapbooks, 1937-1969

ADDENDUM

4c 1-2 Meeting Minutes and Committee Reports, 2005-2009
3-5 Financial Reports, 2005-2009
6 Member Lists, 2007, n.d.
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ADDENDUM

Series IV.  Byron Nuclear Plant Intervention

The Rockford League of Women Voters along with the organizations DeKalb
Area Alliance for the Environment (DAARE) and Sinnissippi Alliance for the Environment
(SAFE) filed formal petitions with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) requesting
public hearings on NRC plans to issue and operating license for the Byron Nuclear Power Plant. 
All three organizations were granted intervenor status.  The records documenting the League's
intervention were donated by Betty Johnson on August 6, 1993.  These records are organized
using the same series and subseries as the DAARE/SAFE Collection (RC 212).  This enables
easier accessibility for the researcher when dealing with both collections.

COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION

Series II.  Official Docket Filings

6 1 Byron Intervention History, 1978-198?
2 A Chronological List of Permits, Licenses and Approvals for 

Byron Station, 1972-1976
3 Contentions
4 Electric Utilities: An Assessment of the Industry in Illinois, 

1977
5 Interrogatories
6 Research and News Articles
7-8 Nuclear Intervenors' Training Manual (NIRS), September 

1978
Rockford League of Women Voters:

9 A Nuclear Power Primer
10-12 Correspondence, 1975-1985
13 Cherry & Flynn, Correspondence, 1980-1982
14 Business and Professional People for the Public Interest (BPI),

Correspondence, 1982-1984
15 MHB Technical Associates, Correspondence, 1979-1982
16 Commonwealth Edison, Correspondence, 1975-1984
17-19 Isham, Lincoln and Beale, Correspondence, 1979-1984
20-25 NRC Staff Correspondence and Official Docket Filings, 1975-

1985
26-27 Official Docket Filings, 1975-1980

7 1-16 Official Docket Filings, 1981-1984
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8 1-23 Hearing Transcripts, 1975-1983

9 1-6 Hearing Transcripts, 1983-1984
7-8 Rockford League of Women Voters Proceedings

Series III.  Other Plant Filings and Issues

9 Dresden Plant, 1983
10 Indian Point Plant, 1980
11 LaSalle County Station, 1980
12 Salem Plant, 1983
13-16 Zion/Indian Point Stations, 1975-1980, n.d.

Series V.  Contentions litigated by Rockford League of Women Voters Only

17-18 Liquid Pathways (1978-1983):
19 Contentions, n.d.
20 Interrogatories, n.d.
21 Answers of League of Women Voters of Rockford, IL to 

NRC Staff Amended First Set of Interrogatories, 
October 25, 1982

22 Rockford League of Women Voters Proposed Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions of Law Regarding Liquid 
Pathways and Class 9 Accidents, July 1, 1983

23-24 Testimonies, 1983
25 Transmission Lines: Environmental and Public Policy 

Considerations, IES Report 79, June 1977
26 Draft Liquid Pathway Generic Study, NUREG-0140, 

September 1976
27 Liquid Pathway Generic Study, NUREG-0440, February 

1978
28-29 The Consequences from Liquid Pathways After a Reactor

Meltdown Accident, NUREG/CR-1696, August 1981
30 Report on Disposal of Toxic Wastes at Byron Salvage

Yard, Paul Piskin, n.d.

Seismic:
10 1 Articles, 1978-1983

2 Contentions, n.d.
3 Correspondence, 1976-1983
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10 4 Findings of Fact, 1984
5 Interrogatory Questions, n.d.
6 Questions, n.d.
7 Request for Additional Information for the Review of the 

Byron Stations Regarding Seismic and Dynamic 
Qualification of Equipment, 1972-1981

8 Seismic Qualification Review Team, 1980-1983
9 Qualification of Mechanical Equipment, 1974-1982
10 Testimony and Deposition, Henry Woodard, Rockford 

League of Women Voters, 1983
11-12 Hearing Transcripts, n.d.
13 Illinois State Geological Survey, 1967, 1972-1973
14 Continental Drilling Company, 1974-1982

Series VI.  DAARE/SAFE Admitted Contentions

            Subseries A.  Quality Assurance/Quality Control

15 Official Docket Filings, 1983
16 Interrogatories, n.d.
17 QA Program Evaluation, 1976
18-19 Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, 1983
20 Sholly Amendment, 1983
21 Testimony of NRC Region III Regarding Reopened QA/QC 

Records, August 1983
22 Attachments of NRC Regional III on League Contention 1A, 

n.d (RC 212, Box 5, Folder 10)
23 Status Report, 1981-1982
24 Testimonies, 1982-1984
25 Affidavit, James L. Milhoaan, October 1, 1984
26 Testimony, BPI, August 13, 1984

11 1-5 Testimonies, Commonwealth Edison, 1983-1984
6 Testimonies, Rockford League of Women Voters, 1982
7 Byron IDI Report Response, Attachment A, n.d.

            Subseries B.  As Low As Reasonable Achievable (ALARA) 

8 Research Correspondence, 1979-1984
9 Contentions, n.d.
10 Interrogatories, 1983

  11 Nuclear General Employee Training (N-GET) Exam, 1983
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11 12 Regulatory Guide, 1974-1975
13 Rosalie Bertell, 1979-1982
14-15 Karl Morgan, Testimony and Research Articles, 1980-1983
16 Environmental Radiation Protection at the Dresden Nuclear 

Power Station, by Ernest Tsivoglou, November 30, 1972
17 Radiation Control in Illinois by Illinois Department of Public 

Health, March 19, 1973
18 Report of the Interagency Task Force on Ionizing Radiation in 

Institutional Arrangements, April 17, 1979
19 Report of the Interagency Task Force on the Health Effects of 

Ionizing Radiation June 1979
20 Interagency Task Force on the Health Effects of Ionizing 

Radiation: Report of the Work Group on Science, June 
1979

21 Interagency Task Force on the Health Effects of Ionizing 
Radiation: Report of the Work Group on Exposure 
Reduction, June 1979

22 Interagency Task Force on the Health Effects of Ionizing 
Radiation: Public Comments on the Work Group Reports, 
June 1979

23 Environmental Radiological Monitoring for Byron Nuclear 
Power Station, Semi-Annual Report, 1981

12 1-3 Byron Risk Study: A Probabilistic Risk Evaluation Based on 
the Zion Probabilistic Safety Study, February 1983

4 Insights Gained from Probabilistic Risk Assessments, 
September 20, 1984

5 Probabilistic Risk Assessment (PRA) Insight, December 1985

            Subseries C.  Emergency Planning 

6 Research and Article, 1980-1983
7 Commitments, 1983-1984
8 Contentions, n.d.
9 Correspondence, 1975-1984
10 General Brochures, 1976, 1979, n.d.
11 Handwritten Notes, n.d.
12 Criteria for Preparation and Evaluation of Radiological 

Emergency Response Plans and Preparedness in Support of 
Nuclear Power Plants, NUREG-0654, November 1980

  13-16 Illinois Plan for Radiological Accidents (IPRA), Volume VI, 
May 1983
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12 17-19 IPRA, Volume I, March 1982
20-21 IPRA, Volume I, December 1982
22 IPRA, Annex 2d, December 1982

            Subseries D.  Accidents and Fuel Cladding Susceptibility

13 1-2 Zion Study, 1980 (continued study from RC 212/Box 
9/Folders 11-12)

    Subseries F. Steam Generators

3 FOIA File, 1982
4 Handwritten Notes, n.d.
5 Interrogatories, n.d.
6 Intervenor's Response to Commonwealth Edison Company's 

"Answer to the NRC Staff's Motion for Summary 
Disposition of DAARE/SAFE Contention 9c, n.d.

7 Opinion, Steam Generator Tube Integrity, n.d.
8-9 Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, 1983
10-11 Hearing Transcripts, April 27 and 28, 1983
12 Testimony, NRC Staff, n.d.
13 Testimony, Rockford League of Women Voters, 1983
14-15 Affidavit, Hubbard and Minors, October and November, 1980
16 Testimony, Commonwealth Edison, 1982-1983
17 Testimony, DAARE/SAFE, 1982
18-23 Research, 1978-1983

14 1-3 Research, 1982-1983, n.d.

            Subseries G.  Generic Issues

4 Affidavit of Hubbard and Minor, n.d.

Series VII.  NRC Generated Documents Relative to Byron and Generic Notices

5 Distribution of Board Notifications, n.d.
6-10 Board Notifications, 1983-1985
11 Office of Inspection and Enforcement (I&E) Bulletins, 1984-

1985
12 Federal Register, 1983, 1985
13 NRC Press Releases, 1975-1989
14 NRC, Final Rule, Operating Licenses, 1981
15 NRC, Rules and Regulations, March 24, 1978
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Series VIII.  NRC & Edison Byron Plant Correspondence

14 16-22 Correspondence, 1980-1988

Series IX.  NRC Staff and Edison generated review of documents and internal proceeding 
relative to Byron

15 1-5 Environmental Report, Volume 1
6-9 Environmental Report, Volume 2
10 Environmental Report, Operating Licenses Stage with 

Amendment 1, July 1981
11 Environmental Report, Operating Licenses State with 

Amendment 2, September 1981
12 Environmental Report, Operating Licenses State with 

Amendment 3, March 1982
13 Environmental Report, Operating Licenses Stage with 

Amendment 4, January 1983

Series X.  Illinois Commerce Commission Filings

14 ICC, 1980-1982

Series XII.  Publications

15 An Assessment of Accident Risks in U.S. Commercial
Nuclear Power Plants, NUREG-75/014, October 1975

16 Safety Evaluation of the Byron Station, Units 1 and 2 and the
Braidwood Station, Units 1 and 2, NUREG-75/023, April 
1975

17 Safety Evaluation Report related to construction of Byron
Station, Units 1 and 2, Braidwood Station, Units 1 and 2, 
Supplements No. 1 and 2, NUREG 75/023, August 1975 
and October 1975

18 Final Environmental Statement on the Transportation of
Radioactive Material by Air and other Modes, Volume 1, 
NUREG-0170, December 1977

19 NRC Licensee Assessments, NUREG-0834, August 1981
20 NRC Program for the Resolution of Generic Issues Related to

Nuclear Power Plants, NUREG-0410, January 1978
21 Anticipated Transients Without Scram for Light Water

Reactors, NUREG-0460, March 1980
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15 22 Generic Task Problem Descriptions, NUREG-0471 (0410), 
June 1978

23 Criteria for Preparation and Evaluation of Radiological
Emergency Response Plans and Preparedness in Support of
Nuclear Power Plants, NUREG-0654, January 1980

24 Transient Response of Babcock & Wilcox - Designed
Reactors, NUREG-0667, May 1980

25 Security Personnel Training and Qualification Criteria, 
NUREG-0674, May 1980

26 Functional Criteria for Emergency Response Facilities, 
NUREG-0696, July 1980

16 1 Clarification of TMI Action Plan Requirements, NUREG-
0737, November 1980

2 NRC Integrated Program for the Resolution of Unresolved
Safety Issues A-3, A-4, and A-5 Regarding Steam
Generator Tube Integrity, NUREG-0844, September 1988

3 Draft Environmental Statement related to the operation of
Byron Station, Units 1 and 2, NUREG-0848, November 
1981

4 Safety Evaluation Report related to the D4/D5/E Steam
Generator Design Modification, NUREG-1014, October 
1983

5 Evaluation Procedure for Simulation Facilities Certified Under
10 CFR 55, NUREG-1258, December 1987

6 Operating Experience Feedback Report - Air Systems
Problems, Volume 2, NUREG-1275, December 1987

7 Operating Experience Feedback Report - Service Water
System Failures and Degradations, Volume 3, NUREG-
1275, November 1988

8 Operating Experience FeedBack Report - Technical
Specifications, Volume 4, NUREG-1275, March 1989

9 Reporting of Safeguards Events, NUREG-1304, February 
1988

10 Individual Plant Examination: Submittal Guidance, NUREG-
1335, January 1989

11 A Status Report Regarding Industry Implementation of Safety
Parameter Display Systems, NUREG-1342, April 1989

12 Erosion/Corrosion-Induces Pipe Wall Thinning in U.S.
Nuclear Power Plants, NUREG-1344, April 1989
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16 13 Compilation of Fastener Testing Data Received in Response to
NRC Compliance Bulletin 87-01, NUREG-1349, June 
1989

17 1 Fitness for Duty in the Nuclear Power Industry: Responses to
Public Comments, NUREG-1354, May 1989

2 Lessons Learned from the Special Inspection Program for
Emergency Operating Procedures, NUREG-1358, October 
1988

3 Fundamental Attributes of a Practical Configuration
Management Program for Nuclear Plant Design Control, 
NUREG/CR-5147, June 1988

4 Fitness for Duty in the Nuclear Power Industry: A Review of
Technical Issues, NUREG/CR-5227, September 1978

5 Fitness for Duty in the Nuclear Power Industry: A Review of
Technical Issues, NUREG/CR-5227, Supplement 1, May 
1989

6 Risk Assessment Review Group Report to the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, NUREG/CR-0400, September 
1978

7 Review of Staffing Requirements for Near-Term Operating
License Facilities, NUREG/CR-1764, October 1980

8 Behavioral Reliability Program for the Nuclear Industry, 
NUREG/CR-2076, July 1981

9 Interfacing Systems LOCA: Pressurized Water Reactors, 
NUREG/CR-5102, February 1989

10 The Liquid Metal Fast Breeder Reactor: Promises and
Uncertainties, July 1975

18 1 Can the U.S. Breeder Reactor Development Program Be
Accelerated By Using Foreign Technology?, May 1976

2 Board Notification Licensee Regulatory Performance
Evaluation, February 1979

3 Letter to All Licensees of Operating Plants and Applicants for
Operating Licenses and Holders of Construction Permits, 
September 1980
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ADDENDUM

Series IV.  Byron Nuclear Plant Intervention

18 4 Briefing Book, Cancelling Commonwealth Edison’s 
Braidwood Nuclear Power Plants: A Cost-Benefit Analysis,
October 1984

5-7 Byron Nuclear Plant Intervention, 1982-1986
8 Byron Nuclear Plant Intervention, Emergency Evacuation and 

Radioactive Waste, 1986-1988
9-11 Byron Nuclear Plant Intervention, Emergency Planning, 1980-

1987
12 Byron Nuclear Plant Intervention, Emergency Preparedness, 

1983-1984
13 Byron Nuclear Plant Intervention, Faulty Valves Report and 

Safety Report, 1984-1986

ADDENDUM

19 1 Annual Meeting Reports, 2005-2008, 2011-2012
2 League of Women Voters Day Proclamation, 2005
3 Newspaper Articles (2005-2013), n.d.
4 “We All Live in New Orleans Now” Community Fund Raising 

Dinner, 2006
5 Election Calender, 2008-2009
6 Aldermanic Forum Program, 2009
7 “A Night to Honor Women Judges” Invitation, 2009
8 Financial Reports, 2009-2010, 2012
9 General Election Brochure, 2008, 2012
10 Meeting Minutes, 2010-2011  
11 Membership Directory, 2010-2011
12 Candidate Election Forum, 2011
13 Rockford School Board Candidate Forum, 2011, n.d.
14 Recruitment Brochures, 2012
15 League of Women Voters of Illinois, 2009-2012

Rockford League of Women Voters:  
16 Events, 2012
17 Website, 2012
18 Community Service Award Letter from Scott H. 

Christiansen, July 5, 2012


