
 
February 1, 2017 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
NIU is committed to freedom of expression, ensuring that all members of the university community 
have the broad latitude to speak, write, listen, challenge and learn. In addition, NIU strives to ensure 
that all state employees are familiar with the rules of ethical conduct. 
 
During the fall semester, at the request of individuals who were interested in advocating for passage of 
state budget, Faculty Senate President Greg Long shared a document outlining lobbying restrictions 
and individual rights. Over the course of the past week, additional concerns have been expressed 
regarding issues that can arise when NIU employees want to participate in government policy advocacy 
and political activities, sometimes while at work and using work resources. To address these questions, 
NIU Ethics Officer Jim Guagliardo has prepared a memo that includes additional guidance regarding 
the use of University email for University employee advocacy. Both of these documents are attached. 
We hope that you find them to be useful. 
 
As always, NIU employees who are unsure of their responsibilities regarding existing or anticipated 
actions are encouraged to contact the Ethics Officer with specific questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Douglas Baker, President 
Lisa Freeman, Executive Vice President and Provost 
Greg Long, Executive Secretary University Council and Faculty Senate President 
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September 30, 2015 
 
To: NIU Faculty Senate 
From: Greg Long, Faculty Senate President 
 
RE: Advocacy and lobbying 
 
During the September 2, 2015 Faculty Senate meeting, questions arose regarding 
lobbying restrictions and faculty members’ First Amendment Rights to free speech. 
In response, I asked Jim Guagliardo, NIU Ethics Officer/Special Counsel, and Mike 
Mann, Associate Vice President, State Government Relations and Board Liaison, for 
further clarification. A summary of their feedback follows. 
 
Background: Article VIII of the Illinois Constitution Section 1(a) states: “Public 
funds, property or credit shall be used only for public purposes.” In Illinois, this 
provision is generally cited as the one that prohibits public employees from using 
university resources and time for personal lobbying.  In addition, the Board of 
Trustees Regulations, Section VII, Subsection A.1.b. states that, “No person shall take 
any position on behalf of the Board of Trustees in any legislation proposed or 
pending in the General Assembly without prior authorization of the Board of 
Trustees or the president.”   
 
Individual rights: Individual faculty members may write, phone, or visit legislative 
offices or government agencies and give their personal opinion on proposed 
legislation, proposed regulations, pending legislation, pending regulations, or other 
governmental action. These faculty members may include their job titles at N.I.U. 
and their expertise in their given area in favoring or opposing proposed legislation 
or action. Individuals are encouraged or free to contact state officials regarding the 
University’s need for a state budget and higher education funding. 
 
Limits: Individual faculty members should not  
 

 state nor leave the impression that they are speaking on behalf of the 
University 

 use University resources (e.g., email, letterhead, paper, copying) 
 use University time (e.g. official office hours, classroom time) 

  
Exceptions: Faculty members who want to speak on behalf of the University must 
determine whether or not the University has a position on an issue. To  determine 
the most effective means of communicating this information and potentially speak 
for the University, a faculty member should contact Mike Mann from the President’s 
Office if the issue involves State of Illinois legislation or government action. A 
Faculty member should contact Anna Quider if the issue involves federal legislation 
or federal government action. 
 



Resources: 

Illinois Government— www.il.gov 

Contact information—IL legislators and representatives  

 

Recommendations: Consider emphasizing… 

 current and long-term impact on students  
 universities as major economic drivers at the local, statewide, and 

international level 
 issues, not individuals 
 civil and scholarly discourse  

 

 

 

http://www.il.gov/
http://www.elections.illinois.gov/DistrictLocator/DistrictOfficialSearchByAddress.aspx

