Supportive Professional Staff Council Minutes
September 10, 2025
In-Person Meeting – ALTGELD 315
10:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m.

Call to Order:
President Bohanon called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

Roll Call: 
Secretary Deborah Gettemy called the roll and confirmed a quorum. 

Members Present:
Deborah Gettemy, Amy Burrow, Matt Dupuis, Edye Cowan, Jennifer Manning, Shannon Stoker, Candice Olagunju, Cody Carter, Margaret Myles, Megan Woodruff, Anthony Preston, Kyle Springer, Heath Duncan, Erin Smith, Tom O’Grady, Felicia Bohanon

Members Excused:
Kellie Martial, Rodrigo Lopez, Karinne Bredberg, Christy Cunningham-Watson, Michael Kunigonis, John Boswell

Approval of Agenda:
Properly motioned and seconded, all in favor, none opposed, Agenda accepted by voice vote. (Dunkin/Woodruff)

Approval of Draft of August 2025, Minutes: 
Properly motioned and seconded, all in favor, none opposed, Minutes of the April 2025 meeting accepted by voice vote. (Cowan/Stokker)

University Committee Reports:  
Ben Creed gave the Council a summary of the August Board of Trustees meeting. He also gave us an overview of the September 4th Operating Staff Council meeting that featured special guest Laurie Elish-Piper addressing enrollment increases, campus housing numbers, and the upcoming budget cycle starting Oct 1.  Finally, Ben also gave a brief update on the September 3rd Faculty Senate meeting.

Vice President’s Report:
No Vice President report
New Business: 
*Jim Slagstad, president of the Operating Staff Council joined SPSC and gave a brief overview of a few of the items OSC would be reviewing this academic year.  
*President Bohanon then asked everyone to introduce themselves and state where they worked and how long they have been at NIU since we were in person, and some members were new to the council.  
*President Bohanon asked the council what the single most important issue was for the council and the top answers were; communication issues, equity in salary and recognition for SPS employees, and future budgetary concerns.  It was decided that the “equity in salary for SPS” matter could be spearheaded by the Advocacy Committee this year.  
*Closely related, there was some discussion about making a case to the university about the importance of SPS employees and a suggestion to have HRS-VP John Arcado come address the 
council about what HRS needs from supervisors to justify refilling a position so that when an employee leaves the position is not immediately removed from an area’s budget and the position is lost.
*Other possible future guests to address the council this academic year suggested were: Lisa Freeman, Matt Streb, and Sandy Lopez. 
*Finally, President Bohanon asked for someone to either volunteer to be chair of the Events Committee or barring that would someone on that committee volunteer to get a meeting organized soon and Magie Myles volunteered to do that.   Felicia reminded the council to contact your committee chairs and get committee meetings scheduled.

The SPSC then took a group photo for the year 2025/26 which Felicia will send to all members when it is available.  

Adjournment:  
President Bohanon adjourned the meeting at 11:05 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Joan Laurino


