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Chicago – College and Career Readiness Activities 
Redefining the High School to College Transition in Illinois 

 

Catch-Up Initiatives 

 Freshmen on Track data is used to generate interventions with 9th graders, a program proven to 
increase high school graduation rates. 

 COMPASS testing is now administered in the high schools, allowing students who are not ready 
for college coursework to be identified earlier for appropriate interventions.  

 A future focus of Chicago Public Schools (CPS) will be to move developmental education courses 
into the high schools. 

 
Speed-Up Initiatives 

 Rapid expansion of dual credit courses at Chicago Public Schools has seen a tremendous 
response, growing from serving 300 students at five high schools to 3100 students at 38 schools. 
The program anticipates exceeding 4000 dual credit students in the 2015-16 school year. Similar 
increases in dual enrollment programs and AP course enrollment are being encouraged across 
the district. 

 CPS enrolls about 7000 students in International Baccalaureate schools. 

 Five Early College STEM high schools partner with community colleges and corporations to 
accelerate students’ progress toward post-secondary degrees and certificates. The goal for 
these schools is for all students to graduate with a high school diploma and an associate’s 
degree in a science, technology, engineering, or mathematics field.  

 A greater emphasis is being placed on students taking the PSAT. CPS is using the test to identify 
students who are eligible for advanced classes and may be able to participate in a program with 
City Colleges of Chicago (CCC) where 700 CPS students may have free tuition. 

 Design of a senior seminar is underway to prepare students with “soft skills” needed for college 
and career success. 

 
Systems Alignment Initiatives 

 CPS is providing a College and Career Advising Credential through its professional development 
offerings for school counselors. The program is designed to help school counselors to ensure 
best practice “match and fit” advising for all students and uses a curriculum developed in 
partnership among The Options Institute, Chicago Public Schools, and Thrive Chicago. Over the 
next three years, all high school and elementary school counselors, support staff, and partners 
will participate in training. 

 The Chicago Higher Education Compact is a collaboration among CPS and leaders in higher 
education dedicated to increasing college enrollment, persistence and completion for CPS 
graduates, with the goal of expanding the college graduation rate for CPS alumni to 60 percent 
by 2025. Milestone metrics for CPS include an increased high school graduation rates; increased 
college readiness levels and college enrollment rates of high school graduates; and all 
postsecondary advisors in CPS trained in best practice college advising. Metrics for 
postsecondary institutions include increased persistence and graduation rates; increased 
enrollment targets; and increased financial aid met. 

 


