


Homecoming Video Contest
Official Rules

No purchase is necessary to enter or win. A purchase or payment of any kind will not increase your chances of winning.
Agreement to official rules: By participating in the Homecoming Video Contest (“Contest”), participants agree to be bound by these Official Rules and the decisions of the Contest Sponsor, which shall be binding and final as to all matters related to the Contest. Winning a prize is contingent upon being compliant with these Official Rules and fulfilling all other requirements set forth herein. 
Sponsor: The Contest is sponsored by the Board of Trustees of Northern Illinois University, 1425 W. Lincoln Hwy. DeKalb, Illinois 60115-2828 (“Sponsor”). 
Prize provider: The prizes for this Contest are provided by Adobe, Inc. (the “Prize Provider”). 
Contest: The Contest theme is “Why I love NIU”. Entries must be in the form of a video which tell us about yourself and why you love NIU! Here are some ideas to get you started: Personal background; How long you’ve been a Huskie; Why you chose NIU; What being a Huskie means to you; Positive story from your time at NIU; Your favorite NIU tradition. 
Entry period: The Contest submission period begins at 11:30 AM CDT on August 28, 2026 and ends at 11:59 PM CDT on September 25, 2025 (the “Entry Period”). Only one (1) entry per student. Winners will be announced the Week of Homecoming.
Eligibility: The Contest may be entered only by individuals who are eighteen (18) years of age or older as of the date of entry or have obtained parental/guardian consent if under 18 and are currently enrolled students at Northern Illinois University. Office of the President staff, Northern Illinois University board members, trustees, and officers and their immediate family members (spouse, parents, siblings, and children and their respective spouses, regardless of where they live) and household members, whether or not related, of any of the ineligible groups identified above, are not eligible for the Contest. 
[bookmark: _Hlk146639633]How to enter: Eligible participants may submit a video entry for the Contest by completing all required fields on the online Contest entry form and uploading a video submission at during the Entry Period. All video submissions must include a Homecoming Video Contest Waiver and Release Form completed by the video creator and Personal Release Form for every individual appearing in the video. All required forms must be included with the submission and individuals under the age of 18 must have the signed consent of a parent or guardian. All submissions must be a student’s original work, created solely by the student. The video must also meet the video production, content and technical requirements outlined below.
Video Production, Content and Technical Specifications
The video must be original content.
The video must be thirty (30) seconds to one (1) minute in length.
The video must be a maximum of 100 MB.
When using text on screen, the video must have a voiceover. 
Contestants are encouraged to use Adobe Express, Adobe Premier Pro, or Premier Rush, free for NIU students using your zID. 
Do not include other people in your video OR if you include other people in your video, you are responsible for securing a Personal Release Form from all individuals featured in the video and uploading the signed release forms with your video submission. 
Music is optional; any background music must be royalty-free or available from Adobe libraries (no copyrighted material may be used).
Use of digital graphics, animation or live video (or a combination of all three) is permissible provided you own the rights to any images, characters or content you use. 
The video may not contain any offensive, defamatory or unlawful material or other inappropriate content.
Video production and filming must not violate the Student Code of Conduct or any other NIU policies. 
Getting Started
Check out this tutorial on Storytelling through Short-Form Video. 
Sign in to Adobe Express with your NIU Credentials (use your zID@students.niu.edu) or download the Adobe Express app on iOS and Android.
Prizes/Odds/Approximate Retail Value 
The Contest prizes are as follows:
One (1) First Place Prize in the amount of $500
One (1) Second Place Prize in the amount of $300
One (1) Third Place Prize in the amount of $200
The combined approximate retail value (ARV) of all the prizes is $1,000. Odds of winning depend on the total number of eligible entries received during the Entry Period. Lost or stolen prizes will not be replaced. Prizes may not be transferred or assigned except as explicitly provided in these rules. Only listed prizes will be awarded, and no other prizing or substitutions will be made except at the sole discretion of the Sponsor. Limit one (1) prize per student.
Taxes/Tax Notice
The value of any prize awarded to a winner may be reported for tax purposes as required by law. Each winner is solely responsible for any and all applicable federal, state and local taxes, including but not limited to income and any other taxes on the prize. The Contest Sponsor is not a tax advisor; winners are encouraged to consult with their own tax professional regarding the tax implications of accepting a prize. Each winner must provide NIU/NIU Foundation with a completed IRS Form W-9 which includes a valid name, address and taxpayer identification number or social security number before any prize will be awarded. Non-U.S. resident prize winners may be subject to withholding tax on the prize value. A winner who is a non-U.S. resident must complete an IRS Form W-8BEN or other applicable form before receiving their prize.
Please also note that, if you are currently a student and/or receiving financial aid, winnings could impact current and future eligibility and amounts of financial aid awarded.
Judging Criteria
The Contest submissions will be judged based on the following judging criteria: 
1. Video is no longer than 1 minute and meets the video production, content and technical requirements
2. Video is compelling and interesting to watch
3. Video is authentic to the contestant and the contestant’s story
4. Video portrays campus life or scenery
5. Video captures contestant’s pride in being a Huskie
Judges reserve the right, in their sole and absolute discretion, to disqualify any submissions that are inappropriate for any reason, including without limitation, for depicting offensive, defamatory or unlawful material or content. By entering the Contest, entrants fully and unconditionally agree to be bound by these rules and the decisions of the judges, which will be final and binding in all matters relating to the Contest. 
License
[bookmark: _Hlk207094385]All Contest participants grant Sponsor and Prize Provider a nonexclusive, royalty-free, worldwide license to use, reproduce, distribute, prepare derivative works of, and/or publicly display their video submission in any media formats and through any media channels in perpetuity for promotional, educational, and marketing purposes in connection with the Contest and future events. All entrants further represent that their submission does not infringe upon the copyrights, trademarks, rights of privacy, publicity or other intellectual property or other rights of any person or entity.
Selection and Verification of Potential Winners
All submissions will be judged by a panel of judges who have the required knowledge and experience to apply the judging criteria. All potential winners are subject to verification by the Sponsor. Potential winners must continue to comply with all terms and conditions of these Official Rules, and winning is contingent upon fulfilling all requirements outlined in these Official Rules. 
Sponsor’s decisions on all matters related to the Contest are binding and final. Each potential winner will be notified by email on or around October 10, 2026 and will be required to respond with the requested information and documents within five (5) calendar days, or the prize will be forfeited, and another winner may be chosen. Tax information and form are required, and affidavit of eligibility, prize acceptance form and/or releases may be required, and if so, must be returned within the specified time or prize will be forfeited, and another winner may be chosen. Subject to verification of eligibility and compliance with these Official Rules, the potential winners will be declared the official winners of the Contest (the “Winners”). For a complete list of Winners, available after October 10, 2026, please visit the Homecoming website at https://www.go.niu.edu/homecoming-video. 
General Rules
Northern Illinois University, its Board of Trustees, the Northern Illinois University Foundation, Adobe, Inc. and all officers, trustees, directors, employees, representatives, shareholders, members, consultants and agents of the foregoing (the “Contest Parties”) are not responsible for lost, illegible, late, delayed or misdirected entries or other communications, or for any error in the printing or interpretation of the rules, the administration of the Contest, or in any announcement of the winners or prizes. In no event will the Sponsor and Prize Provider be liable for more than the stated number of prizes. The prizes are non-refundable and non-transferable except at sole discretion of the Sponsor and Prize Provider. The Sponsor reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to cancel or suspend this Contest, in its entirety or in part, should tampering, unauthorized intervention, counterfeiting, fraud, technical failures, or other causes beyond the Sponsor’s control corrupt the administration, security, fairness, integrity or proper play of the Contest. The Sponsor reserves the right at its sole discretion to disqualify any individual it finds to be tampering with the entry process or the operation of the Contest, acting in violation of the Official Rules or any laws, or attempting to undermine the legitimate operation of the Contest. 
Release of Liability
By participating in the Contest, each participant agrees the Contest Parties will have no liability whatsoever for, and shall be indemnified, released and held harmless by each participant against, any liability for injuries, losses, costs, expenses or damages of any kind, including damages for death, personal injury, property damage or property loss, resulting from, whether in whole or in part or directly or indirectly, participation in this Contest or the acceptance, possession, use of misuse of any Contest prize.
Publicity/Information Release
By accepting a prize, each prize winner grants the Sponsor authorization to use such winner's name, hometown and state, photograph, personal statements, voice and/or other likeness and prize information for advertising, trade and promotional purposes without further compensation and without notice, review or approval, in all media now known or hereafter discovered, worldwide, and on the Internet and world wide web, in perpetuity.
Privacy
Information collected from entrants is subject to Northern Illinois University’s privacy policies and will be protected in accordance with applicable law, including but not limited to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA, 20 USC 1232g).
Governing Law; Severability; Waiver
The Contest and these Official Rules shall be subject to and governed by the laws of the State of Illinois, without regard to its conflict of laws principles. If a court of competent jurisdiction finds any term, condition, or provision of these Official Rules, or their application to a particular person or circumstances, is invalid, unlawful or unenforceable to any extent, then such term, condition or provision shall be deemed to be restated to reflect as nearly as possible the original intentions of the Official Rules in accordance with applicable law and the remainder of these Official Rules, and the application of all of these Official Rules to other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected by such determination, and shall remain enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law. The failure of Sponsor to enforce at any time any provision of the Official Rules shall not be considered a waiver of such provision or any other provision and shall not deprive the Sponsor of the right thereafter to enforce such provision or any other provision.
Questions? All inquiries, questions or comments should be directed to hnicholson@niu.edu. 
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