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In its colors and costumes, the graduation ceremony today 
dates from the 12th and 13th centuries when universities first 
began to take shape. Long cloaks or gowns worn by clerics 
studying in holy orders were probably needed for warmth 
in the drafty, unheated halls. The hood, originally part of 
the medieval cowl, could be pulled forward or thrown back 
according to weather conditions.

European universities developed extremely varied, often 
richly embroidered, academic vestments. Seeking to avoid the 
complexity and confusion of foreign academic ceremonies, 
American educators in 1895 adopted a uniform code of dress. 
Accordingly, the bachelor’s gown is designed to be worn closed 
and is distinguished primarily by its long pointed sleeves; the 
master’s gown has oblong sleeves that are cut out at the bottom 
of the front; the doctor’s gown is distinguished by full bell-
shaped sleeves with three velvet bars on the upper arms and 
velvet panels down the front.
In the United States, the hood is the most outstanding feature 
of the academic costume. The length and shape of the hood 
indicate the degree that is granted. The lining displays the official 
colors of the university granting the degree. Northern Illinois 
University’s official colors are cardinal red and black. The velvet 
trimming indicates the degree.
The mortarboard cap is an Oxford style. Except for the gold 
tassels of the doctoral degrees, the colors of the tassels on NIU 
regalia represent the degrees or certificates to be granted.

Colors for the hood trimming and tassels are:
• Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or Master of Arts (M.A.) degree: white
•  Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) or Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.) 

degree: brown
•  Bachelor of Music (B.M.) or Master of Music (M.M.) degree or 

Performer’s Certificate: pink
•  Bachelor of Science (B.S.) or Master of Science (M.S.) degree: 

golden yellow
•  Bachelor of Science in Education (B.S.Ed.), Master of Science in 

Education (M.S.Ed.), Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.), Master 
of Science in Teaching (M.S.TCH), Educational Specialist (Ed.S.), 
or Specialist in School Psychology (SSP) degree: light blue

•  Master of Accountancy (M.A.C.), Master of Accounting Science 
(M.A.S.), Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.), or 
Master of Science in Taxation (M.S.T.) degree: light brown

• Master of Public Administration (M.P.A.) degree: peacock blue
• Master of Public Health (M.P.H.) degree: salmon
• Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree: purple hood, purple tassel
• Doctor of Audiology (Au.D.) degree: green hood, gold tassel
• Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) degree: light blue hood, gold tassel
•  Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.) degree: apricot orange 

hood, gold tassel
• Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree: dark blue hood, gold tassel
•  Doctor of Physical Therapy (D.P.T.) degree: teal hood, gold tassel
The colors for the Bachelor of General Studies degree (B.G.S.) 
and Certificate of Advanced Study (C.A.S.) are determined by the 
offering college.
Colors representing the degrees generally have historical 
associations. For example, the white trim on the hood of the 
graduates in liberal arts derives from the white fur that lined the 
winter hood of Oxford masters centuries ago.
•  A doctoral degree at NIU requires 90 or more semester hours 

of graduate work beyond the baccalaureate degree and the 
research and writing of a dissertation, an original contribution 
to knowledge that is defined in an oral examination.

•  The Master of Fine Arts degree is a terminal degree in the creative 
and performing arts; these programs involve 60 semester hours of 
graduate coursework and culminate in a major one-person show 
(in art) or scholarly project (theatre arts).

•  An Educational Specialist degree requires 30 semester hours 
of coursework beyond the master’s degree; the Performer’s 
Certificate, 24 semester hours, is usually undertaken after a 
master’s degree.

•  Other master’s degrees require a minimum of 30 to 48 
semester hours of graduate work (depending upon program); 
individual programs may require the student to write a thesis 
or other research paper, produce a show or recital, pass 
comprehensive examinations, complete an internship or 
practicum, or undertake other capstone experiences.

Academic Regalia



Academic Tradition

The University Mace
In academic ceremonies, the mace is symbolic of university 
authority, transcending the tenure of individual presidents. 
Protocol requires the use of the mace in the processional and 
recessional of major academic ceremonies. Typically the mace 
bearer is a highly respected member of the faculty, and they 
immediately precede the president both entering and leaving 
the ceremony.
Designed in 1968 by NIU Art Professor Bill Haendel, the NIU 
presidential mace was first used at the inauguration of the late 
President Rhoten Smith. The graceful walnut staff originally 
featured a four-sided head engraved with quotations from 
ancient philosophers, writers and founding fathers. In an effort 
to bring new life to the mace tradition, President Freeman 
asked students, faculty, staff and alumni to suggest quotations 
that resonate more meaningfully with today’s university 
community. School of Art Professor James Obermeier and 
his students reconstructed the mace to include six sides, each 
bearing a quotation about the university life and the role of 
education in a free society.

The Presidential Medallion
The presidential medallion is bestowed upon the university’s 
chief executive during the investiture ceremony. It is then 
worn by the president 
at commencements and 
other important academic 
functions. The NIU 
medallion was designed in 
1968 for the inauguration of 
the late President Rhoten 
Smith, and its modernistic 
appearance strongly reflects 
the prevailing design 
aesthetic of the period. 
The six-ounce, 5 1/2-inch 
medallion which features the 
initials of the university was 
created by the late NIU Art 
Professor Eleanor Caldwell.

Academic Procession
The academic procession is led in by a mace bearer who is a 
highly respected member of the faculty. The mace bearer is 
followed by the college’s student marshal, then the platform 
party. Members of the platform party include the president 
of the university, the executive vice president and provost, 
the vice president for research and graduate studies, the 
dean of the Graduate School, deans of the academic colleges, 
members of the Board of Trustees and other invited guests. 
Chairs of the instructional departments in the colleges 
and members of the faculty comprise the next group in the 
procession. The deans represent the faculty in acknowledging 
the graduates, for it is the faculty who have established the 
university’s curricula and have determined the requirements 
for the various degrees and certificates. The candidates for 
degrees are the last group in the procession.

Quotes Inscribed on the Mace
“ Public education is our greatest pathway to opportunity in 

America. So we need to invest in and strengthen our public 
universities today, and for generations to come.”  
 —Michelle Obama

“ Education is not the means of showing people how to get what 
they want. Education is an exercise by means of which enough 
people, it is hoped, will learn to want what is worth having.”  
 —Ronald Reagan

“ Educating the mind without educating the heart is no 
education at all.” 
 —Aristotle

“ The function of education is to teach one to think intensively 
and to think critically. Intelligence plus character – that is the 
goal of true education.” 
 —Martin Luther King Jr.

“ Education does not change the world. Education changes the 
people who will change the world.”  
 —Paulo Freire

“ Forward, Together Forward.”  
 —NIU Fight Song



Distinguished Graduate Faculty Award Recipient

Tao Xu, Professor,  
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry

Professor Tao Xu is a faculty member of the Department of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry at Northern Illinois University. He 
received his Ph.D. degree in chemistry from University of Alabama 
in 2003, and conducted his post-doctoral research at Texas A&M 
University and Argonne National Laboratory. He joined Northern 
Illinois University as an assistant professor in 2006 and became 
a professor of chemistry in 2017. Thirteen graduate students with 
diverse backgrounds have obtained their Ph.D. in chemistry under 
Professor Xu’s advisory, with one common feature that they are 
all continuing their career in STEM-related fields in academics, 
industry and governmental agencies. Professor Xu’s research focuses 
on fundamental understanding of electron-driven and light-driven 
processes platformed on a variety of applied renewable energy 
technologies including solar cells, electrical energy storage and 
utilization, decarbonization, and chemical catalysis. Professor Xu 
and his students have published 100 peer-reviewed papers, many 
of them in prestigious top journals such as Nature, Nature Energy 
and Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS), 
among others. This work has also lead to 17 patents and inventions 
with six licensed patents. Professor Xu has so far been granted 
$3.8M extramural funds from the National Science Foundation, the 
Department of Energy, Argonne National Laboratory, the American 
Chemical Society and a variety of industrial companies. Professor Xu 
was awarded the NIU Presidential Research Professorship in 2019. 
He was recognized as Researchers to Know 2020 by Illinois Science & 
Technology Coalition, as well as Innovator to Know 2023 by Illinois 
Innovation Network. He is also the recipient of the prestigious the 
National Science Foundation CAREER Award in 2012, the National 
Science Foundation Special Creativity Award in 2022 and two R&D 
100 Awards (2006, 2020). 



December 2023 Graduate Degree Candidates
August 2023 Graduate Degree Recipients*

The list of graduate degree candidates was compiled from information received from the Graduate School  
as of September 2023 and should not be regarded as conclusive evidence of graduation.

Doctor of Philosophy 

Asma Albahi (B.A., Al-Imam 
Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic 
University; M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois 
University), “Using UTAUT to 
Investigate Corporate Acceptance of 
Optional Online Training Programs 
in Saudi Arabia.” Department of 
Educational Technology, Research 
and Assessment. Major Professor: 
Ying Xie, Ph.D. 

Fatmah Naser A. Alnaser * (B.S., 
King Saud University; M.Ed., 
University of Otago; M.S., Northern 
Illinois University), “Improving the 
‘Adelic’ Version of the Minkowski-
Hiawaka Theorem.” Department 
of Mathematical Sciences. Major 
Professor: Jeffrey Thunder, Ph.D. 

Scot Bauman (B.S., Indiana 
University; D.P.T., University of 
Indianapolis), “Factors Leading to 
Satisfaction Following a Total Knee 
Arthroplasty.” College of Health and 
Human Sciences. Major Professors: 
M.J. Blaschak, Ph.D., and William 
Pitney, Ed.D.

Gus Barry Brady (B.S., University of 
Central Arkansas; M.S., University 
of Mississippi), “Determining Risk 
Factors for Adolescent Suicidal 
Behaviors Within Identified Suicide 
Clusters.” College of Health and 
Human Sciences. Major Professor: 
Shondra Clay, Ph.D. 

Oliver Camacho * (B.A., M.A., 
Northeastern Illinois University; 
M.A., Concordia University 
Chicago), “Undocumented Students’ 
Voice, MTSS, and School Counselors’ 
Mental Health Advocacy: A 
Transformative Mixed-Methods 
Study.” Department of Counseling 
and Higher Education. Major 
Professor: Melissa Fickling, Ph.D.

Prudhvi Raj Varma Chintalapati* 
(B. Tech., Jawaharlal Nehru 
Technological University Kakinada; 
M.S., Southern Illinois University - 
Carbondale; M.S., Northern Illinois 
University), “Systematic Study of 
Projection Biases in Weak Lensing 
Analysis.” Department of Physics. 
Major Professors: Vishnu Zutshi, 
Ph.D., and Gaston Gutierrez, Ph.D.

Prajkta Satish Chivte * (B.S., 
M.S., University of Mumbai), 
“Bioanalytical Studies of Disease 
Protein Profiles: MALDI-TOF MS.” 
Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry. Major Professor: 
Elizabeth Gaillard, Ph.D.

Justina Marie Clayburn * (B.A., 
University of Michigan; M.A., 
Andrews University), “Princes, 
Princesses, and Socialites: Feminism 
and Class Transgression in 
Hollywood Romantic Comedies.” 
Department of English. Major 
Professor: Scott Balcerzak, Ph.D.

Elizabeth Corning * (B.S., University 
of Alabama; M.A., Northern Illinois 
University), “Serious Conduct 
Problems and Callous Unemotional 
Traits in Offending Adolescents: 
Unique and Shared Contributions 
of Parenting and Community Risk.” 
Department of Psychology. Major 
Professor: Elizabeth Shelleby, Ph.D.

Olusola John Dahunsi * (B.S., 
Obafemi Awolowo University; 
M.S., Western Illinois University), 
“Materials and Electrochemical 
Interfaces for High Energy 
Density Sodium Metal Batteries.” 
Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry. Major Professors: 
Yingwen Cheng, Ph.D., and Elizabeth 
Gaillard, Ph.D.

Emily Elizabeth Dalbey * (B.S., 
Millersville University), “Structural 
Analysis of Polar Aggregates and 
Inter-Ionic Distances in Room 
Temperature Ionic Liquids.” 
Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry. Major Professor: 
Ralph Wheeler, Ph.D.

A.J. Dick (B.S., University of 
Evansville), “Computational 
Modeling, Simulation, and Potential 
Applications of Optical Stochastic 
Cooling.” Department of Physics. 
Major Professor: Philippe Piot, Ph.D.

Jerian Dixon-Evans (B.S., Logan 
College of Chiropractic; M.S., 
University of St. Francis), “The 
Impact of Race on Quality of Life of 
the Aged After Heart Transplant or 
Long-Term Mechanical Circulatory 
Support.” College of Health and 
Human Sciences. Major Professor: 
Kathryn Mazurek, Ph.D.

Amy Elizabeth Erickson * (B.A., 
Aurora University; M.A., Northern 
Illinois University), “’Killers Who 
Preach’: Construction, Tradition, 
and Social Critique in the ‘Victorian’ 
Horror Musical.” Department of 
English. Major Professor: David 
Gorman, Ph.D.

Kassahun Mamo Geleta * (B.A., 
Haramaya University; M.S., Mekelle 
University; M.A., M.S., Northern 
Illinois University), “Three Essays 
on the Effect of Parental Income 
and Labor Supply on Child Health 
and Labor Market.” Department 
of Economics. Major Professor: 
Virginia Wilcox, Ph.D.

Benjamin Goka (B.Ed., University 
of Cape Coast; M.A., Ball State 
University), “Addition Reactions 

of Olefinic Heterocycles and 
4-Hydroxycoumarins.” Department 
of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major 
Professor: Douglas Klumpp, Ph.D.

Rebecca Lynne Jarzynski * (B.A., 
M.S., University of Wisconsin - Eau 
Claire), “Early Intervention Speech-
Language Pathologists’ Knowledge, 
Beliefs, and Practices Surrounding 
Culturally and Linguistically 
Responsive Assessment Practices for 
Dual Language Learners.” College of 
Health and Human Sciences. Major 
Professor: Milijana Buac, Ph.D.

Simi Jesto Joseph (B.S., Manipal 
Academy of Higher Education; 
M.S., North Park University; D.N.P., 
Loyola University), “Feasibility, 
Acceptability, and Clinical 
Effectiveness of Advanced Practice 
Nurse-Led Virtual Clinically 
Integrated Practice Model for the 
Management of Gastroesophageal 
Reflux Disease in an Outpatient 
Setting: A Comparative Study.” 
College of Health and Human 
Sciences. Major Professor: Henna 
Muzaffar, Ph.D.

Jacob R. Kaelin (B.S., Northern 
Illinois University), “Advancements 
in Engineered Nanomaterial 
Synthesis for Selective Oxygen 
Reduction Reaction Catalysts and 
Fundamental Electrochemical 
Studies of Lead-Acid Batteries.” 
Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry. Major Professor: 
Elizabeth Gaillard, Ph.D. 

Bharat Kumar Kale * (B.S., Acharya 
Nagarjuna University; M.S., Northern 
Illinois University), “Visualizing 
Dynamic Multivariate Networks.” 
Department of Computer Science. 
Major Professors: Michael Papka, 
Ph.D., and Maoyuan Sun, Ph.D.



Doctor of Philosophy 
continued

Robert Thomas Keating * (B.S., 
Pennsylvania State University; 
M.A., Northern Illinois University), 
“A Test and Extension of 
Workplace Inclusion Theory: 
Clarifying Relationships Between 
Organizational Inclusion Practices, 
Employees’ Feelings of Inclusion, 
and Associated Well-Being and 
Work Outcomes.” Department of 
Psychology. Major Professor: Alecia 
Santuzzi, Ph.D.

Chaitanya Kondam * (B.S., 
Jawaharlal Nehru Technological 
University Hyderabad; M.S., Western 
Illinois University; M.S., Northern 
Illinois University), “Design, 
Synthesis, and Evaluation of Human 
Phoshodiesterase-4 Enzyme and 
Fungal Acetyl Coa Synthetase 
Enzyme.” Department of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry. Major Professor: 
Timothy Hagen, Ph.D. 

Elena Victorovna Krivyakina * (B.S., 
Cherepovets State University), 
“Strongly-Correlated Electron Systems: 
Alkaline- and Rare-Earth Manganese- 
and Nickel-Based Perovskites.” 
Department of Physics. Major 
Professor: Omar Chmaissem, Ph.D.

Xinyi Liu (B.S., M.S., Wuhan 
Institute of Technology), “Insight 
into the Nanostructure of ‘Water-
in-Salt’ Solutions: A Small-Angle 
X-ray Scattering (SAXS) Study 
on Imide-Based Lithium Salts 
Aqueous Solutions.” Department of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major 
Professors: Elizabeth Gaillard, Ph.D., 
and Tao Li, Ph.D.

Cheryl L.B. Manning (B.S., M.S., 
Montana State University), “Methods 
for Investigating Geo-STEM 
Learning Ecosystems: A Case-Study 
of Illinois Earth Science Teachers.” 
Department of Earth, Atmosphere 
and Environment. Major Professor: 
Nicole LaDue, Ph.D.

Erin Rochelle McKay * (B.S., 
Texas Christian University; M.A., 
Northern Illinois University), 
“Intergenerational Transmission of 
Parenting: Does Emotion Regulation 
Buffer the Effect of Negative Early 
Care Experiences on the Cortisol 
Stress Response and Subsequent 
Caregiving?” Department of 
Psychology. Major Professor: David 
Bridgett, Ph.D.

Lauren Therese McNeela (B.A., 
Saint Mary’s College; M.A., Northern 
Illinois University), “Building from 
the Family Stress Model: Examining 
the Role of Maternal Impulsivity and 
Neighborhood Collective Efficacy on 
Adolescent Psychological Syptoms.” 
Department of Psychology. Major 
Professor: Laura Pittman, Ph.D.

Limeng Ong (B.A., American 
University of Phnom Penh; M.A., 
Northern Illinois University), 
“Patterns of Co-Optation and 
Repression In Autocracies: Lessons 
from Cambodia and Beyond.” 
Department of Political Science. 
Major Professors: Kheang Un, Ph.D., 
and Colin Kuehl, Ph.D.

Sandesh Sharma Pandit * (B.S., 
Purbanchal University; M.S., 
Northern Illinois University), 
“Homeobox Transcription Factor 
HbxA Influences Expression of over 
One Thousand Genes in the Model 
Fungus Aspergillus Nidulans.” 
Department of Biological Sciences. 
Major Professor: Ana Calvo, Ph.D.

Niyati Patel (B.S., University of 
Illinois at Chicago), “Utilizing VHH 
Domains As Stabilization Modules 
and Designing of a Synthetic VHH 
Library to Create Novel Antibodies.” 
Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry. Major Professor: 
James Horn, Ph.D.

Brittany Nicole Price (B.A., 
University of Miami; M.S., California 
State University - Fullerton), “Late 

Holocene Terrestrial Hydroclimate 
Reconstructions from Regions 
Influenced by Linked Pacific 
Ocean-Atmospheric Processes.” 
Department of Earth, Atmosphere 
and Environment. Major Professor: 
Nathan Stansell, Ph.D.

Anica Tasnim Protity * (B.S., M.S., 
University of Dhaka; M.S., Northern 
Illinois University), “Metabolic 
Engineering of Escherichia Coli for 
N-Acetyl-Glucosamine Production.” 
Department of Biological Sciences. 
Major Professor: Shengde Zhou, Ph.D.

DaShae Rodriguez-Harris * (B.S., 
Illinois State University; M.A., 
Northern Illinois University), 
“Assessing Engagement in Bully 
Participant Behaviors for Children 
and Adolescents with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder.” Department 
of Psychology. Major Professor: 
Christine Malecki, Ph.D.

Ericka Ann Schaeffer (B.S., 
University of Wisconsin - 
Whitewater; M.A., Northern Illinois 
University), “The Effects of Prenatal 
and Perinatal Alcohol Exposure on 
Adult Mouse Behavior.” Department 
of Psychology. Major Professor: 
Douglas Wallace, Ph.D.

Yaxiong Shao (B.S., Yangtze 
University; M.S., Capital Normal 
University; M.S., Northern Illinois 
University), “Modeling Spatial Access 
to Healthcare.” Department of Earth, 
Atmosphere and Environment. Major 
Professor: Wei Luo, Ph.D.

Ishpriya Sharma * (B.S., M.S., 
Panjab University), “Screening and 
Identification of Potential Inhibitors 
of Rickettsia Prowazekii Methionine 
Aminopeptidase and Development of 
Thermal Shift Assay for Burkholderia 
Pseudomallei IspF and SARS-Cov-2 
3CL Protease.” Department of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major 
Professors: Timothy Hagen, Ph.D., 
and James Horn, Ph.D.

John David Sieker * (B.A., M.A., 
Northern Illinois University), 
“Orphan Hermeneutics: 
Refashioning Archetypes in 
19th-Century Epic Prose Fiction.” 
Department of English. Major 
Professor: Jeffrey Einboden, Ph.D.

Yuqing Song (B.S., University of 
Bridgeport; M.B.A., University 
of Illinois at Chicago; M.P.H., 
Benedictine University), “Essays 
on Parental Migration in China 
and Performance of Two Asset 
Pricing Models.” Department 
of Economics. Major Professor: 
Virginia Wilcox, Ph.D.

Journey Lynne Steward (B.A., 
Northern Michigan University; 
M.A., Northern Illinois University), 
“Immigrants or Prostitutes?: ‘White 
Slavery’ Panics and Reform in 
France, England, and the United 
States, 1885-1915.” Department 
of History. Major Professor: Sean 
Farrell, Ph.D.

Alister John Tencate (B.S., Idaho 
State University), “A High-
Precision Electron Emission 
Model: Computational Methods for 
Nanoscale Structures.” Department 
of Physics. Major Professor: Bela 
Erdelyi, Ph.D.

Lee Wells (B.S.Ed., Northern Illinois 
University; M.A., University of 
Chicago), “A Systematic Review 
and Meta-Analysis of Factors 
Associated with Burnout Among 
Early Childhood Education and Care 
Providers.” College of Health and 
Human Sciences. Major Professor: 
Thomas Pavkov, Ph.D.

Fan Xia (B.S., Huazhong University 
of Science and Technology), “Chevrel 
Phase Materials for Electrocatalytic 
Chemical Conversion.” Department 
of Chemistry and Biochemistry. 
Major Professors: Victor Ryzhov, 
Ph.D., and Yingwen Cheng, Ph.D.



Doctor of Education 

Rateeba Turki Y. Algoufi (B.S., Girls 
Teacher College of Education at 
Jeddah; M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois 
University), “K-12 Teachers’ 
Perceptions and Experiences in 
Their Teaching Practices of Utilizing 
Multimedia in Online Learning.” 
Department of Curriculum and 
Instruction. Major Professor: Jodi 
Lampi, Ph.D.

Keri Anne Alioto (B.A., Ball State 
University; M.S.Ed., Indiana 
University), “Leaving My Mark in 
White Spaces”: A Critical Qualitative 
Case Study Exploring Black/
African American Undergraduate 
Women’s Perceptions of the 
Campus Environment’s Influence.” 
Department of Counseling and 
Higher Education. Major Professor: 
Carrie Kortegast, Ph.D.

Betsy Ann Brantner (B.A., University 
of Iowa; M.A., Olivet Nazarene 
University), “Elementary Education 
Teachers’ Experiences with Teaching 
Children with Trauma to Learn How 
to Hope.” Department of Curriculum 
and Instruction. Major Professor: 
Eui-kyung Shin, Ph.D.

F. Michelle Bringas (B.S., M.S.Ed., 
Northern Illinois University), “The 
Power of One: The Journey of an 
Asian Undocumented Student.” 
Department of Counseling and 
Higher Education. Major Professor: 
LaVerne Gyant, Ph.D.

Christopher Bronke (B.A., Millikin 
University; M.A., Saint Xavier 
University; M.A., Concordia 
University Chicago; Ed.S., Northern 
Illinois University), “Standards-
Based Grading in Traditional 
Grading Contexts: A Case Study 
in Asynchronous Professional 
Development.” Department of 
Leadership, Educational Psychology 
and Foundations. Major Professor: 
Benjamin Creed, Ph.D.

Kristen Goodman Bronke (B.S., 
Millikin University; M.A., Saint 
Xavier University; M.A., Concordia 
University Chicago; Ed.S., 
Northern Illinois University), 
“Interventions Utilized to Improve 
Attendance Amongst Secondary 
Students Experiencing School-
Refusal Behaviors.” Department of 
Leadership, Educational Psychology 
and Foundations. Major Professor: 
Kelly Summers, Ph.D.

Tricia Lee Broughton * (B.S., Southern 
Illinois University - Carbondale; 
M.P.A., University of Illinois at 
Springfield), “Does the Degree Matter? 
Understanding Employer Hiring 
Perspectives on Community College.” 
Department of Counseling and Higher 
Education. Major Professor: Carrie 
Kortegast, Ph.D.

Amanda Lee Clark * (B.S., Illinois 
State University; M.A., University 
of Illinois at Springfield), “Fourth 
and Fifth Grade Reading Teachers’ 
Perceptions of Differentiated 
Reading Instruction.” Department of 
Curriculum and Instruction. Major 
Professor: Eui-kyung Shin, Ph.D.

Robert Cook (B.A., Quincy 
University; M.S.Ed., Northern 
Illinois University), “High School 
Interrupted: A Case Study of 
Postsecondary Pathways and 
College Choices Following the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.” Department 
of Counseling and Higher 
Education. Major Professor: Carrie 
Kortegast, Ph.D.

Lee Cravens (B.A., Indiana 
University; M.S.W., Loyola 
University), “The Transformative 
Power of Student Affairs Case 
Management: A Qualitative Case 
Study.” Department of Counseling 
and Higher Education. Major 
Professors: Gudrun Nyunt, Ph.D., 
and Quortne Hutchings, Ph.D.

Nancy Deegan (B.A., Arizona State 
University; M.L.I.S., San Jose 
State University), “’Some of My 
Best Friends Are Librarians’: A 
Case Study of Community College 
Faculty Perceptions and Usage of the 
Academic Library.” Department of 
Counseling and Higher Education. 
Major Professor: Kathryn Jaekel, Ph.D.

Melissa Ann Dudic (B.S., University 
of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign; 
M.A., DePaul University; M.A., 
Concordia University Chicago), 
“Perceptions on Detracking 
Secondary Mathematics Classes 
and Individual and Collective 
Teacher Efficacy Beliefs for Teaching 
in Heterogeneous, Inclusive 
Classes.” Department of Curriculum 
and Instruction. Major Professor: 
Eui-kyung Shin, Ph.D.

Mukesh George * (B.S., 
AdventHealth University; M.A., 
National Louis University), “The 
Relationship Between Fully Online 
Gateway Science Courses and 
Student Academic Performance 
in Health Career Associate 
Degree Programs.” Department of 
Counseling and Higher Education. 
Major Professor: Xiaodan Hu, Ph.D.

Dianne Joyce Hoekstra * (B.N., 
University of Manitoba; M.S., Purdue 
University - Calumet), “Evaluation 
of a Math and Medication 
Administration Proficiency 
Program in a Pre-Licensure 
Nursing Program.” Department of 
Counseling and Higher Education. 
Major Professors: Gudrun Nyunt, 
Ph.D., and Jacqueline Mac, Ph.D.

Jessica Lynn Hurt (B.S., Illinois 
State University; M.A., Aurora 
University; Ed.S., Northern Illinois 
University), “Retention of Teachers 
of Color in Predominantly White 
Suburban Schools.” Department of 
Leadership, Educational Psychology 
and Foundations. Major Professor: 
Tiffany Puckett, Ph.D.

Luevinus Muhammad * (B.A., 

M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois 

University), “What a Difference 

a Day Makes: A Qualitative Case 

Study on Student Experiences 

of Involvement in Clubs and 

Organizations During COVID-19.” 

Department of Counseling and 

Higher Education. Major Professor: 

Gudrun Nyunt, Ph.D.

Mark Edward Orszula Jr. * (B.S., 

M.S., M.S.Ed., Ed.S., Northern 

Illinois University), “Fidelity in 

Which School Districts Are Prepared 

to Implement Their Reunification 

Plan in the Event of a Tragedy 

or Emergency.” Department of 

Leadership, Educational Psychology 

and Foundations. Major Professor: 

Kelly Summers, Ph.D.

Jessica Isabel Pickel (B.A., M.S.Ed., 

University of Illinois at Urbana - 

Champaign), “Placement Measures 

in Dual Credit: A Quantitative 

Study.” Department of Counseling 

and Higher Education. Major 

Professor: Xiaodan Hu, Ph.D.

Timothy Emmett Pritchard * 

(B.S., Northern Illinois University; 

M.S.Ed., DePaul University), 

“Exploring Veteran Teachers’ 

Implementation of Social 

Emotional Learning Interventions.” 

Department of Curriculum and 

Instruction. Major Professor: Eui-

kyung Shin, Ph.D.

Vasumathi Raman (B.A., M.A., 

University of Madras), “Open 

Educational Resources and Student 

Success in a Hispanic-Serving 

Community College: Do Ethnicity 

and Financial Needs Matter?” 

Department of Counseling and 

Higher Education. Major Professor: 

Xiaodan Hu, Ph.D.



Doctor of Education 
continued

Naina Richards (B.A., University 
of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign; 
M.S.Ed., University of Illinois at 
Chicago), “Perceptions of Mental 
Health Support Services Among 
South Asian Students.” Department 
of Counseling and Higher Education. 
Major Professor: Kathryn Jaekel, Ph.D.

Darrell Robin * (B.A., M.A., DePaul 
University), “The Quality of Centers 
of Teaching and Learning: What 
We See and What We Don’t.” 
Department of Counseling and 
Higher Education. Major Professor: 
Kathryn Jaekel, Ph.D.

Manuel Rodriguez * (B.S., 
University of Puerto Rico; M.S., 
University of Illinois at Urbana 
- Champaign), “Understanding 
How Participation in Cocurricular 
Activities Influences the Science 
Identity Development of Low-
Income Students in Stem at a 
Community College.” Department 
of Counseling and Higher 
Education. Major Professor: Carrie 
Kortegast, Ph.D.

Jeffrey Matthew Salmon * (B.A., 
Western Illinois University; M.A., 
University of Oklahoma; M.S.Ed., 
Northern Illinois University), “Who 
Helps the Helper? A Phenomenology 
of the Impact of Secondary Trauma 
During COVID-19 on Student Affairs 
Professionals in Dean of Students 
Offices, Case Management Roles, 
Residential Housing, and Cultural 
Resource Centers.” Department of 
Counseling and Higher Education. 
Major Professor: Kathryn Jaekel, Ph.D.

Trina Renee Sotirakopulos (B.A., 
Columbia College; M.A., Northern 
Illinois University), “Marginalized 
Community College Students’ 
Perspectives of Their First Time in 
Honors Courses and Experiences 
with Tracking.” Department of 
Curriculum and Instruction. Major 
Professor: Eui-kyung Shin, Ph.D.

Taren Renee Turner (B.A., University 
of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign; 
M.A.T., Rockford University; 
M.S.Ed., Ed.S., Northern Illinois 
University), “’No More Prolonging 
Students’ Sense of Belonging’: A 
Content Analysis on the Issues 
and Resolutions Regarding 
Discriminatory School Discipline 
Outcomes for Students of Color.” 
Department of Leadership, 
Educational Psychology and 
Foundations. Major Professor: 
Tiffany Puckett, Ph.D. 

Andrew James Vondran (B.S., 
Eastern Illinois University; 
M.A.T., Aurora University; M.S., 
University of St. Francis; Ed.S., 
Northern Illinois University), 
“Middle School Grow Your Own 
Teaching Program.” Department of 
Leadership, Educational Psychology 
and Foundations. Major Professor: 
Benjamin Creed, Ph.D.

Doctor of Audiology 

Alyssa Joanne Schwark*

Doctor of Nursing Practice 

Heather Renee Gibson*
 
Educational Specialist 

Richard Clark Bain*
Kirsten Noel Garrigan*
Deanna Gill*
Juliann Marie Greene*
Blake Anthony Hand*
Aryan Renee Haren*
Aliaa Kamara-Ibrahim*
Mary Elizabeth Kassir*
Stefan Larsson*
Martne McCoy*
Maurice John McDavid*
Jonathon Robert Miquelo 
Nicole M. Mobile*
Daniel Martin Nicholas*
Amanda Colleen Pelsor*
Timothy Edward Radke*
Danielle Valiente*
Nicole Christine Zellmer*

Master of Arts 

Kalista Marie Arendt 
Cody Keith Austin*
Allison Anne Benda 
Luis Miguel Chavez*
Stephanie Cleary 
Chynna Michelle Dubuclet 
Ashlie Nicole Garner 
Cody Gibson 
Kassandra Monica Gonzalez*
Daniel Graham*
Christine Marie Holloway 
John Dakota Hosta 
Tyson Odoo Juma 
Riley Laffoon*
Brooke Celeste Lavite 
Socheata Meas 
Adiza Mohammed 
Lena Fae Mutchler*
Juliana Nadia Nazaire 
Mohammad Nur Nobi 
Imani Nia Norris 
Chibuzo Uchechukwu Victor Obasi*
Robert Chapin Poyser 
Sarah Katherine Prescott 
Ruby Maria Rivera 
Amadeus Salvador Rodriguez 
April E. Sanchez 
Adeline Schultz 
Sylvia Gutierrez Scoggin*
Arun Sleeba 
Lorraine Kennedy Smith 
Linna - Sophea 
Margaret Jane Stalder*
Alejandro Tamayo*
Hannah Leath Tarleton 
Cameron Thomas 
Pheanusa Satra Ty 

Master of Science 

Nuha Abdul Rasheed 
Funmilayo Elizabeth Adeyemo 
Victor H. Aguado Rodriguez 
Bimpe Akinbobola 
Seyi Akinsola*
Charan Reddy Akula*
Sraveena Akula 
Zamiul Alam*
Rateeba Algoufi 
Tariq Almutairi*
Hana Ali M Alturki 
Sawsan Michael Alzukaimi 
Ana Paula Amaya Pena 

Margo Siciliano Andrews*
Chloe Marie Ariss 
Kiruthika Arulmoly*
Sai Charan Asapu*
Chad Aufdenberg 
Harshini Badam 
Md Badruddaza 
Rachel Frances Sue Bagne*
Logan Daniel Baisden 
Elizabeth Patricia Barnes 
Sophia Jane Barnes 
Joseph Scott Baroni 
Sujurijahara B. Barrett 
Bheemeswara Gopi Red Battula 
Kelly Ann Black*
Daniel S. Blubaugh 
Veena Reddy Bobba 
Ritesh Boda*
Kole Bodell 
Elliott Alred Brandon*
Tyler Jacob Brooks*
Nathan Richard Brummel 
Kerrie Elana Bustos*
Cameron Thomas Cabana 
Levee Gerald Callahan 
Luis F. Cano 
Cooper Liam Carlson 
Michael Thomas Cascino 
Selina Cervantes 
Elliann Chalkey 
Rushith Kumar Challa 
Sreya Sree Challapalli 
Ujjaval Dahyabhai Chaudhary 
Vijaya Sai Reddy Chemarla 
Sahithi Cherukuri 
Bindu Priya Chowdarapu*
Nora Brianne Collins 
Tyson Copeland 
Adam Henry Cotton*
Samantha Elyse Coyne 
Erin Rentfro Crawford*
Marc Jacob Crowell 
Elise Cunningham*
Daniel Robert Curtis*
Vijay Krishna Mohan Dasari 
Nicholas Joseph Davis 
Vipul Vilas Deshpande 
Mahith Devathi 
Gabriela Melissa Diaz Morales 
Gayathri Dondapati 
Justin Michael Dziwlik 
Sai Subash Edara 
Manoj Kumar Edupulapati 
FNU Ehtesham Imtiazuddin 



Terrence Fields Jr*
Joseph Michael Fill 
Megan Cassandra Fish 
Isabella Fleps 
Guillermo Antonio Flores Carmona 
Brooke Fornetti 
Daniel Nicholas Fowler 
Kelly Erin Furr 
Pooja Manogyna Gaddam 
Sai Meghamsh Reddy Gaddam 
Shiva Gaeini 
Sree Chandana Gakkani 
Vishal Garela*
Grzegorz Gaska 
David Geng 
Hana Ghaneei 
Hibah Mohammed Ghouse 
Gabrielle Kae Glesner 
Nicolette S. Gossage 
Lilly A. Gozum*
Marquis D. Green 
Anzhelika Grzesiak 
Nihalini Guda 
Jeevankumar Gudipati 
Lavanya Gunturi 
Mounika Guttula 
Jeremy Jeffery Hall 
Natalie Ann Hall 
Nada Mubarak Hamad 
Marineni Harshavardhan 
Alexander Joseph Hart*
Drue Nathaniel Haskins*
Jeremy Wayne Hass*
Jaclynn Hatchew 
Kyle Patrick Hickey 
Anas Hilow 
David Frederick Hoff*
Michael Andrew Hohner*
Todd Jacob Honnigford 
Elissa Horvath 
Danielle M. Hoske 
Edward George Houlihan 
Connor James Howard 
Brandon Lee Howe*
Syed Ali Asghar Hussain 
Ryan H. Ingalls 
Di’Quan Marzavius Ishmon*
Ramya Jagarlamudi 
Chaitanya Jajula 
Reethu Manjankal James 
Devan Alexander Janssen 
Agam Jayantara 
Nikila Jeyakumar 
Britton Jamal Johnson*

Miles Parker Joiner 
Jahnetta Iyania Jones 
Theodore C. Jones 
Hemanth Kumar Kadiyala 
James Kaeppel 
Praneeth Kakumanu 
Cameron Michael Kalmas 
Kristie Nicole Kaminski*
Rakesh Kamma 
Josie Rose Kampwerth 
Chaithanya Kanala 
Vinay Kumar Kancharla 
Vaishnavi Kannaiyan Ravi*
Srinivas Katakam*
Murari Datta Katragadda 
Abdul Hafeez Wasith Khan 
Aziman Khan*
Harish Kilaru 
Bartholomew Thomas Kirchner 
Lukasz G. Kochanek 
Yoga Sai Srinivasa R Kodaganti 
Izabelle Helena Kopczewski 
Pravallika Devi Kotharu 
Rohan Sreekara Krishna Prabhakar 
Robert William Kulanda 
Vivek Kulla 
Sahil Kumar*
Sai Praneeth Reddy Lattupally 
Frank Lehman 
Andrew Lewarchick 
Bomin Li*
Lisa Marie Licari 
Enosh Lim*
Haley Morgan Lister 
Sana Begum Lnu 
Shubham Sanjay Lokhande 
Michael Edward Lombardi 
Mercedes Lopez 
Simeon William Lucas 
Devaki Machineni 
Amanda Maher 
Suhas Mailapur Sivakumar 
Thomas Malia 
Manoj Mallampati 
Zachary Manibog 
Joshua David Manis 
Teja Maridi 
Amy Caroline Martin 
Nicolas J. McDaniel 
Jasmine Jeanae McKinnon 
Brendan Daniel McMahon 
Ravi Teja Medikonda 
Sumanth Raghav Mir Mira 
Seshachandra 

Venkata Narasimha Rao Miryala 
Jona Cherae Mitchell 
Jack E. Mizgalski*
Khatereh Mohammadi 
Abdus Samad Mohammed 
Anum Mohammed*
Sharjeeluddin Haqqani Mohammed 
Miftahul Jannat Mokarrama 
Lai Chia Moua 
Steven Anthony Mowers 
Henry Moy 
Mark Eric Mueller 
Wyatt Hugh Murphy 
Michelle Lyn Murray 
Vigneshwar Murugasamy 
Neha Nadakuditi 
Bharathi Nadhella*
Kiranmayee Naini 
Asha Latha Nama 
Mehdia Naqvi*
Christian David Navarro 
Debra Ann Nawracaj 
Mai-Anh Vu Nguyen 
Mrudula Nimmala 
Amelia Packard O’Brien*
Ethan David O’Hare 
Toyin Blessing Olapade 
Michelle Cathleen Olasimbo 
Steven William Ostarello 
Anne Ozminkowski*
Omer Oztoprak 
Yaswanth Palanki 
Samantha Pang 
Ritika Panthula 
Joseph Anthony Panzica 
Hruthik Sai Upendra Papineni 
Troy Parizek 
James Deokkyu Park 
Himani Patel*
Sanjana Reddy Patlolla 
Jeffery Pereira*
Satya Venkata Lakshmi Kali Peri 
Kim Snow Peterson 
Wendy Ann Pierce*
Joseph Frederick Jost Piet*
Anurag Pinnadari*
Kaylen Arnetta Platt*
Ramya Podha 
Donna Lynne Poppendieck 
Hemanth Pothineni 
Uday Teja Potluri 
Nolan Richard Potter 
Vishnu Sai Prabhakarababu 
Tiffany Louise Propp*

Sunil Kumar Reddy Puli 
Inamur Rab 
Patrick Benjamin Rafael 
Katie Ann Rasmussen 
Season Raut*
Sai Sri Ravella 
Ashley Elizabeth Reiff 
Miguel Angel Reyna Ayala 
Kaylee Marie Rhodes 
Angel Rodriguez 
Erik E. Rodriguez 
Omar Antonio Roman-Sanchez*
Savannah Rose*
Vikas Routhu*
John William Russo 
Shelly Leann Saathoff 
Madhusmita Sahoo 
Rajesh Kumar Sahoo 
Mary Ryan Sanderson 
Divya Sangaraju 
Sai Tejini Varma Sangaraju 
Darshan Kumar Saravanan 
Rajthilak Saravanan 
Shashwanth Saravanan 
Shalaka Sudhanshu Sarpotdar 
Albert Segura 
Evan Selking 
Nihal Sener Maten 
Joshua Robert Sherman 
Sayeed Uddin Shoaib 
Sai Hruthwick Sindhe 
Rachel Blume Skoumal 
Arun Sleeba 
Alexander Frederich Smith 
Amy Cunliffe Smith 
Kanchan Prasad Sonar*
Ashley Spreitzer 
Colin Michael Stark 
Krista L. Stawarz 
Jon Steiner*
Linda Ann Stewart 
Brittni Nicole Sticka*
Shay William Sticka*
Sylvia Nicole Stinnett*
Devin Stone 
Donnell Emmanuel Stone 
Saaduddin Syed 
Safa Hussain Syeda 
Laxmi Tanuja Thirumala*
Britney Joan Thomas 
Kiran Shantaram Thorat 
Mounika Thudi*
Bryce Randall Thurston 
Stacia Tietje 



Master of Science
continued

Nazariy Tishchenko 
Patrick Sean Tkachuk*
Phillip Joseph Tomich 
Madhava Thirupathi R Ummaneni 
Thanusri Vajjiparty 
Ashley Valinskas 
Shawn Van Horn*
Sai Sathwik Vattikuti 
Venkata Krishna Chai 
Veeramachaneni 
Bhargavi Velagapudi 
Gopi Sai Krishna Vellanki 
Bhargav Sai Vemula 
Navya Vemuri 
Venkata Sai Yasaswi Vemuri 
Anushka Anurag Verma 
Benjamin Todd Volkening 
Terry Jean Ward 
Bryce West 
Dedric Kevin Wright 
Shannon Wuestenberg 
Vaibhav Balkrishna Yadav*
Brandon Yakubov 
Tirumala Sai Prasad Yalamanchili*
Melissa Maria Ybarra Robinson*
Nicholas Steven Yee 
Keerthi Yendreddy 
Mobasshira Zaman*
Aaron Zeeb*
Gabriela Zepeda 
Xulin Zhou 

Master of Accountancy

Arellano Elena Arellano
Ballard Kayla Marie Ballard
Bell Jennifer Ashley Bell
Bernardoni Christina Marie 
Bernardoni
Brendel Jeffrey Michael Brendel
Caballero Edgar Caballero
Campbell Virginia Campbell
Chean Gibson Chin Hao Chean
Childers Amanda Lynn Childers
Cooper Molly Cooper
Cuvar Christopher Cuvar
Debias Wendy Debias
Fowler Ethan Fowler
Gallo Carly Rose Gallo
Glasser Adam Glasser
Jahnke Stacey Lynne Jahnke
Johnson Aaron Lee Johnson

Joshi Dhwani Rashmin Joshi
Kent Nicole Marie Kent
Mikusa James Randall Mikusa
Murzyn William Murzyn
O’Brien Kori Amy O’Brien
Ogle Cassandra Ogle
Pederson Tyler James Pederson
Robinson Amanda Kay Robinson
Taylor Lilian Emily Taylor

Master of 
Accounting Science

Lucero Andres-Dominguez*
Iliya Angelov Botev*
Reed Robert Branom 
Travis Lee Catalina 
Johnathan Christian Gavin*
Caige Daniel Gridley 
Lauren Elizabeth Jacobs 
Chizuru Kamiuttanai 
Jamie Elizabeth Kremm 
Alaina M. Leith*
Kimberly Martinez*
Besart Miftari 
Sofia Montoya*
Madison Ann Mullany*
Nayeli Ortiz 
Robert Gerard Piarowski*
Breann Elizabeth Rosengren 
Jack Connor Schramme*
Luke Schramme*
Christopher Daniel Spreitzer*
Thania De Jesus Tapia*
Ryan Scott Thomas*
Dillon James Wedge*
Kayla Ade’ Wright 
Maria Antonia Zuleta 
Lucas R. Zwerenz*

Master of Arts in Teaching

Sarah Kr Beswick*
Vanessa Ann Brown 
Francesca Nicole Collebrusco 
Raquel Antoinette Craig*
Joshua Lawrence Dennison 
LaTasha Marie Denwood 
Madison Joann Eagleson*
Sydney Feetterer 
Beckie Jean Ferguson*
Olivia Margaret Garl 
Kelly A. Goodmonson 
Alexandra Sara Gula 
Mary Jeanette Harrell-Paul 
Julia Ann Holbert 

Shahida Hossain*
Sheridan Anthony Johnson Sr.*
William Albert Johnson I*
Brittany Nicole Lane 
Jessica Lynn Larson 
Rafael Arnaldo Luquis-Pineiro*
Dorothy Maitre 
Ashlee Roseann Naydenoff*
Keri Nenoff 
Allison Maralee Perry*
Stacee Proper 
Aelis G. Qualls*
Kristen Marie Reynolds*
Rebecca Joan Small 
Emily Sue Solvie*
Alison Joanne Stroud*
Angela Dahn Tanner*
Marcella Watkins 
Juliana A. Zabala 

Master of Business 
Administration

Melissa Adkins 
Karol Viviana Aponte 
Andres Felipe Arcila Navarro 
Angie Ailin Arias Aponte 
Julian Alberto Barbosa 
Aldemar Barrera Ii 
Matthew Jacob Benning 
Christofer Bialobrzewski*
Samantha Paige Brady*
Allison Sarah Brigden*
Michael Charles Burzell 
Andres Jaime Campos Rubiano 
Gabriela Carbajal 
Julian Ricardo Carrillo 
Kyle Gregory Carson*
Jorge Federico Castro 
William Alberto Cediel Espitia 
Nancy Chang 
I-Ting Chen 
Hernando Francisco Chica 
Marco Cipriani 
Daniel Cornelius Clark*
Garri Covalschi 
Sarada Deb 
Aaron Fortunato Deleon Jr 
Claudia Demuru 
Trenton DeVito 
Kadejah Marie Dorris*
Robert Loren Duncalf*
Antonio Farley*
Melanie Marie Fencl 
Swarup K. Garnaik 

Wilvincent Salazar Go 
Klaus Henrik Goebel Jaramillo 
Ehab Gomaa*
Liset Paola Gonzalez Sierra 
Victoria Kristine Gortsema*
Helena Granada Cardenas 
Frances Elaine Hackler 
Batoul R. Haidar 
Chad Alexander Harris*
MaKayla C. Hartter 
Brian Herrera 
Matthew Hughes 
Jeffrey Bernard Jamrok 
Jacquelyn Kiernicki 
Kevin Michael Kurtis*
Leidy Jeannette Leguizamón 
Bocanegra 
Diana Carolina Leon 
Brian Christopher Lindstrom 
Jarrid Lloyd 
Chanbopha Loera 
Laura Tatiana Luna 
Shefali Majithia*
Tyler Marcinkowski*
Tabitha Cierra McGee I*
Amber Layn Miller 
Randall Moellenkamp 
Oscar Molano Molano Lopez 
Hermes Fernando Mora Camacho 
James Augusto Moreno 
Eunice Nanez 
Michael T. Neil 
Sandrine Nkowpja Simen 
Luis Guillermo Novoa Cortes 
Oluwaseyi Oluwatobi Olanbiwonnu 
Reina Olivares 
Mahendrasing Darbarsing Patil 
Juan Pablo Patino 
Scott Pearson*
Vedasai Sumanth Peram*
Vincent John Pesavento 
Santiago Prada 
Melissa Rack 
Samuel Daniel Ramirez Niño 
Alejandra Reyes Reina 
Frank Rodriguez 
Daniela Romero 
Brianna Lynn Rundle 
Luis David Sandoval 
Kartik Saraf*
Janelle Marie Sharpee*
Amy Rachelle Short 
Irina Sihaleva*
Olin Wesley Simpson 



Brandon Springer 
Caleb Steffens 
Krista Lynn Stonesifer*
Vivian Tadros 
Daniel Trenton Thompson 
Jaime Eduardo Triana Sanchez 
Lorenzo Velazquez-Carlos 
Franklin Vuong*
Carolina Zapata 
Manlin Zhi 

Master of Fine Arts 

Ina Murphy*

Master of Music

Joshua Jabari Bedeau*
David Alexander Czechut 
Daniela Escobar Oyola*
Luke Austin Moyta 
Andrea Holley Newsome 
Sidney Smith IV 

Master of Public 
Administration

Patricia L. Ham 
Jonathon C. Larson 
William Luchsinger 
Dinka Malik 
John Pat Mastandona*
Lora L. Oberg 
Sergio Rivera*
Holly Rae Sammons 
Ethan James Sowl 
Ashton Makenna Stipp*
Annaka Michelle Whiting*

Master of Public Health 

Wala Awad Abdallah 
Jordan Abel 
Sadia Afrin*
Linda Emilia Bautista 
Kaylin Joelle Buie 
Trenaye Monique Collins 
Amanda Marie DeVito 
Sydne S. Garrett*
Heather Nycole Graham 
Sindhuja Kota Venkata 
Alison Renee Lind*
Cashe Llanick McGowan 
Mario Victor Mendez 
Samantha Joyce Morgan 
Madison Neill*
Joice Oluwatoyin Odufuwa 

Meredith Levi Cruz Osias 
Elizabeth Marie Pawlica 
Lyla Marta Ramirez*
Jennifer Michelle Reynolds*
Arley Silvestre 
Joy Ahende Tsegha 
Damian Walesieniuk 
Leah Wilmot 

Master of 
Science in Education

Emilee Erin Adolph 
Angel Marie Alba 
Elizabeth Marie Anaya 
Ashly Lynn Andrewski*
Rosalind Ascharya*
Leshanda Monique Ausler*
Nicholas James Bloniarz 
Joseph Bruno*
Daniele Buettner*
Tyler Aaron Caldwell 
Melissa Callaghan 
Andres Carlos Sarauz*
Stephanie Anne Cate*
Chelsea Cluchey 
Ryan Daniel Corcoran*
Kaitlin Corwin*
Gladys C. Crespo 
Irene Daciuk*
Meredith Christine Day 
Sarah Elizabeth Differding*
Meghan Dowling 
Richard Durso*
Heidi Marie Erbe*
Benjamin John Erickson*
Matthew Moisan Etherington*
Butool Fardha 
Caroline Leona Marie Farris 
Kelly Finnen*
Nina Danielle Garcia 
Rob James Gardner*
Adam Gasbarro 
Tonya Gewin 
Carlos Gonzalez 
Sofia Graciela Gonzalez 
Taylor Nicole Green*
Joseph Groff 
Rebecca Handler 
Sarah Grace Hansen*
Christine Marie Hartman 
Heidi Hedstrom 
Kyle Heinze*
Jeffrey Adam Henrikson*
Ellis Miller Heyen 

Erin Dalton Hochstetter*
Robert Scott Honeyman*
Emma Jane Frances Hunt*
Cherise Alaine Jerrard 
Kelli Ann Johnson 
Mary Elizabeth Kallenbach*
Kristine Nicole Karavatos 
Patricia L. Kenyon*
Trevor Lee Kershaw 
Dora Lee Lazarit*
Claudia Marien Leiva 
Adam G. Lindquist*
Michael Zane Lorento 
Lauren Ann Macduff*
Zachary Steven Magnuson 
Matthew Christopher Marruffo 
Elizabeth Martinez 
Michelle Christine McCarty*
Catherine Margaret McGinnis 
Bailey Michael Miller 
Helen Kim Miller 
June Marie Miroballi Korn*
Catherine Moore 
Aye Myat Mon*
Thomas Eugene O’Brien*
Ruth Lynn O’Donnell 
Braxton Alan O’Hearn*
Erin Eileen Olson 
Elijah Palmer 
Cody Papp*
Tiffany Ann Passero*
Brittany Margaret Payne 
Jennifer Lynn Peckham 
Kevin Frederic Peronto 
Branka Petkovic 
Shannon Kathleen Petry 
Katherine Anne Pintozzi 
Kimberly Lynn Plaster 
Ashley Michele Platz*
Sylvia Patricia Podzorny 
Samuel Patrick Post 
Julie Kathleen Powell*
Dustin Michael Printz*
Holly Qiao*
Nancy Razon 
Sara Rose Rietman 
Kelly Rivera*
Patricia Star Mannion Rowe 
Matthew Israel Russey 
Deanne Nicole Ryan*
Angela Marie Sakolari 
K’La Arman Salley 
Kelsey Scarpetta*
Paige Ann Scoma 

Cody Lee Shears*
Jeron Elliott Shelton*
Elizabeth Shiel*
Morgan Faith Sobek 
Bianca Francesca Spalla 
Kylen Margaret Strissel*
Kristina P. Sutton*
Carrie Margaret Szambelan 
Goutham Sai Tadiboyina 
Aniqa Tahsin*
Amanda Nicole Tannhauser 
Tonee D. Taylor*
Jaime S. Tiesenga 
Jasmine Tracy*
Sandra Therese Uecker*
Guadalupe Villa Manzano 
Kodey Visitacion 
Amy Elizabeth Walters 
Robert Jake Walton*
Gretta Michelle Ward*
Paulina Sylwia Wegrowska*
Tessa Marian Wheeler 
Lisa Nicole Willard 
Raven Brieanna Wilson 
Colin James Wright 
Julie Frances Wulff 

Performer’s Certificate 

MinJung Kim



Associate University Honors Étienne M. Beckemeyer

University Honors

The University Honors Program provides undergraduate 
students of high academic promise and achievement the 
opportunity to participate actively in the plan and design of their 
own educational directions. 
There are two levels of graduation and awards. The first level of 
distinction is Associate University Honors. Graduates earning 
Associate University Honors have successfully completed three 
Honors courses, two Honors Engaged experiences, and one 
Honors elective and the attainment of an overall grade point 
average of 3.30.
The second level of distinction is Full University Honors. 
Graduates earning Full University Honors have successfully 

completed six Honors courses, four Honors engaged 
experiences, and two Honors electives and the attainment of an 
overall grade point average of 3.30. 
The following candidates were slated for graduation with a 
University Honors Program distinction at the time of printing 
of this booklet. This list is not to be considered official until final 
semester grades are received and all program requirements are 
met and officially recorded. Some names listed may or may not 
receive their listed honors. Some names may have been omitted 
due to GPA and/or University Honors requirements at the time 
of printing this booklet. 

Full University Honors
Jessica R. Arms
Liliana Banuelos
Ashley L. Barry
Lily D. Derain
Cayley J. Frolik
Kimberly A. Hohlfeld
Yousuf Khan
Angelo N. LeDonne
Kaitlin E. McCann
Maria C. Reyna

Associate University Honors
Xandre Immanuel C. Acosta
Michael T. Archambault
Blake Atterbury
Angel L. Avery
Shaniya E. Bibbs
Oleksa J. Bindas
Kayla J. Brooks
Gabriel Cabrera Ruiz
Kristy Chorostecki
Matthew G. Emiliano
Jacob A. Eul
Kelsey K. Funk

Margaret O. Hamby
Monica Isham
Judy Kohler
Icela Mendoza
Logan Mertes
Amanee M. Muhammad
Jasmine O. Omoruyi
Dhruvi Patel
Caleb Patsch
Kimberly Ruiz
Jacqueline Segura
Kennedy Smith
Daisy Soberanis
Quentin J. Stewart

2023 DECEMBER CANDIDATES

2023 SUMMER CANDIDATES



December 2023 Undergraduate Degree Candidates
The list of undergraduate degree candidates was compiled from information received from the 

Office of Registration and Records as of September 2023, and should not be regarded as conclusive evidence of graduation.

College of Business 

Kobla Abini Jr
Kodjovi Eric Adedze 
Johee Ahmed 
Masood Mansoor Ahmed 
Alberto Alvarez 
Daniel Arenas Perez 
Luis Arzate 
Collin Austin 
Alexis Aviles 
Jonathan Axel Mendoza Balmeo 
Andres Barrera 
Nathan L. Baylen 
Sara Annette Bialas 
Oleksa John Bindas 
Logan Tate Blankenship 
Allison Maureen Bowler 
Denisse J. Brito Varela 
Calvin Micah Brown Jr
Michal Brylinski 
Yaritza Bueno 
Nicholas James Calderon 
Kyle Angelo Salvador Camara 
Denisse Camargo-Ramirez 
Bethany Joy Capp 
Brandon Tyler Capriola 
Kayla Anne Marie Carpenter 
Joel Shajan Chacko 
Lauren Jane Clesen 
Kumail Mustafa Colabawala 
John Alexander Conklin 
Matthew John Coppolillo 
Giovany Emanuel Cruz 
Yuliana De Anda 
Lauren Elizabeth Deliman 
Kirill Nicholas Dolzhenko 
Thomas Edward Druffel Jr
Shu Yi Du 
Thao Nguyen Duong 
Alex Michael Ellerbrock 
Sebastian Escudero 
Marissa Jenna Estrada 
Kaiwen Fang 
Kevin Gaddiel Galiano 
David Garcia 
Humar Gbadegesin 
Padam Kumar Ghorsai 
Jonathan Louis Gleason 
Taryn Anne Grasser 
Margaret Olivia Hamby 
Shannon Marie Harkin 
Trenton M. Hartley 

Gonzalo Alexis Hernandez 
Jacob Ryan Hinkle 
Steven Ho 
Nataliya Kelly Hryshko 
Kaosara Ibrahim 
Isabel Kristine Inman 
Katelyn Sarah Jablonski 
William Johns 
Ledell Johnson 
Jukari Sierra Jones 
Jeremy Edward Katsogianos 
Adrowski 
Elsie Mary Karemire Kemigisha 
Shazor Mohammed Khan 
Zunair A. Khan 
Georgi Kiricov 
Kirstin Marie Kives 
Sofia Koledin 
Bill K. Konadu 
Will K. Konadu 
Courtney Nicole Kotowski 
Ilya Kristesashvili 
Basirat Lawal 
Mitchell Nuanhngam Le 
Keare’e Ann Lesley 
Joel Aleksander Leyva 
Jeffrey Thomas Lill 
Robert Junior Little II
Elihan Lopez 
Ferlando W. Mallory Jr
Jayden Denise Marable 
Martin Israel Marinez 
John Edward Pineda Marteja 
Xinyue Michelle Meng 
Jordan Andrew Moore 
Matthew Morawa 
Robert Mosquera Jr
Zacharia Adnan Muhsin 
Sheika Mushundusi 
Amna Hamza Naviwala 
Ngoc Thanh Trinh Ngo 
Ngoc Van Anh Ngo 
Thao H. Nguyen 
Bryan Nunez 
Jake J. Nyborg 
Ethan Charles Ohlhausen 
Spencer Adam Olea 
Carson David Onsen 
Dakota Palacios 
Brian Philip Pallikunnel 
Kyle Bennett Panozzo 
Avee Navinchandra Patel 

Jwal Alpesh Patel 
Jalinna Payton 
Louis Raymond Petrie 
Khoa Tuan Pham 
Ashley Angel Ramos 
Carlos Ramos 
Brandon Michael Riess 
Jonathan S. Robson 
Erik Robert Rogers 
Christian Rummler 
Anthony Sandoval 
Bryan Sandoval 
Tyler Mason Scarbrough 
Benjamin Michael Schlecht 
Randall Alexander Schobert 
Timothy Joseph Schramek 
Justin Segovia 
Ethan Skyler Seloover 
Britney Amber Sennes 
Kyle Thomas Shirley 
Daniel Stanford 
Fatime Besiri Sula 
William Edward Tabbert 
Silvano T. Tinajero 
Brady Peter Toussaint 
Manuel Valdez 
Juliana Valdivia 
Dania Yasmin Vargas 
Jose Villa 
Erik Fernando Villar Saenz 
Grant Michael Vivirito 
Eric Milton Wagner 
Kameron Lyle Westergren 
Lily Abigail Wetzel 
Chase Alexander Williams 
Abryana Wimberly 
Aricka Jo’Ann Wright 
Jeremy Tsun Yuen 
Jaqueline Zarate Zarate 
Connor Harrison Zounis 
Adam Jeffery Zwarycz 

College of Education 

Sidorela A. Agolli 
Joshua Akins 
Michael Alvarado 
Izaiah J. Avila 
Mobolaji Emmanuel Ayegbusi 
Marshon Baines 
Jeremiah Eligah Barrett 
Hannah Grace Batiste 
Roger Bruce Bauer 

Emilee Nicole Booker 
Brooklynn Harris 
Patrick Daniel Brown 
Kyle D. Butler 
Jarred Colt Carlson 
Laura Sofia Castro 
Rosalia Cornejo 
Natalie Junell Cortez 
Ashley Nicole Kay Dalberg 
Emily Josphine Darnell 
Francisco De Los Santos Jr
Allison Ann DeRamos 
Grace Emily DeSmedt 
Melodie Jo Dohogne 
Joseph Addison-Clark Dziewulski 
Adanelly Escamilla 
Katie Michelle Fischer 
Miguel Gallegos-Sustaita 
Marcos Alejandro Garcia 
Phyllis Russell-Ghostone 
Jacob Ryan Goddard 
Luis Gonzalez 
Nicolas Sebastian Gonzalez 
Maria Magdalena Grabiec 
Grace Marie Hardesty 
Kyra Lauryn Hays 
Tina Renee Heffernan 
Hannah E. Henninger 
Samantha Grace Howe 
Alicia Rose Hrvatin 
Lane Michael Huwe 
Oskar Ibarra 
Monica Leigh Isham 
Rina Angela Ishimaru 
Jaivon Jones 
Shaye Jones 
Jamie Gorski Kattner 
Ashley D. Keisling 
Jeremiah Isiah Kimbrough 
Judy Marie Kohler 
Casandra Maria Kopec 
Ryan David Kothrade 
Morgan Michelle Krug 
Paige Alexis Marie Kudzma 
Nathanial Isiah Lichtfuss 
Rebecca A. Limberis 
Adam Richard Lindstrom 
Madeline Marie Link 
Jeremy V. Lugue 
Emmah Elizabeth Madden 
Megan Kathleen Marcum 
Oscar Marquez



College of Education
continued

Kailynn Marie Marsell 
Brett Michael Marth 
Ashly Rose Mauk 
Sarah Jane McCormack 
Alejandra Mercado 
Jamar Donte Mobley 
Mia Moore 
Jeanette Moran 
Madeline Colette Nevalainen 
Matthew Patrick Niziolek 
George A. Nordstrom 
Kailey Elise Pearson 
Alexiz Esteban Pedraza 
Mary Anne Pelinski 
Vicente Angel Pena 
Lizbeth Perez 
Jazmin Rose Y. Pestano 
Teresa Ramos-Perez 
Megan Patricia Rateike 
Lani Kaye Rogers 
Karolina Krystyna Ryczek 
Daniel Sanchez-Galvan 
Alexandra Nicole Sandager 
Thomas E. Sauber 
Nathan Thomas Schweisthal 
Audrey Elaine Shipley 
Sarah Elisabeth Smalley 
Elizabeth Suzanne Stamm 
Seraphine Elizabeth Swalve 
Ariegna M. Trujillo 
Brooke Elizabeth Valentine 
Melissa Ana Valmores 
Karli Elizabeth Waldrep 
Latonia Charease Warren 
Ashley Lucille Watt 
Hannah Kathleen White-Grey 
Heather Winterland 
Jessica Annalise Wolf 
Emily Rose Wulf 
Addison Renae Yeazle 
Daniel Joseph Zefeldt Jr

College of Engineering and 
Engineering Technology 

Tobi Samuel Adeyemi Sr
Alexander Charles Ajlouny 
Luke Ali 
Anthony Donald Aughenbaugh 
Precious Babi 
Samual Scott Brown 
Giancarlo Alberto Chavez 

Katie Lee Coates 
John Bartholomew Connor 
Gabriel Alexander Cross 
Michael A. Devisme 
Eric Matthew Dolan 
Peter Jan Dufka 
Alexander Christopher Farrell 
Anthony Charles Feick 
Bernardo Flores 
Joshua Gahlbeck 
Deontae Allen Hawkins 
Luis Antonio Hernandez 
Elsa Sarai Hernandez Orellana 
Nicholas Khristos Hugger 
Tyler Scott Humphrey 
Jeremy Ashkin Hyman 
Boris Ignjatic 
Carlin I. Johnson 
Richard Michael Kopycinski 
Mateusz Kuprewicz 
James Walter Marshall 
Nicholas James Matsukis 
Leah A. McKnight 
Salvador Meza 
Gego Masimango Molilo 
Muhammad Mubarizuddin 
Ethan Mark Hunter Murphy 
Michael James Wesley Nelson 
Efren Ortiz 
Marcus Laroco Paraggua 
Negin Pournazari 
Ronald Phillip Raffanti 
Edmar Ramirez 
Maria Camila Reyna 
Khadeeja Ridha 
Evan Joseph Rizzo 
Eric Allen Rosenow 
Sebastian M. Sepulveda 
Meng Fan Shi 
Conor London Skrobot 
Joshua S. Song 
Stephanie Ann Stadler 
Kanami Sugano 
Alexander Paul Swanson 
Brian Tlacuapa 
Joshua Kenneth Turnipseed 
Christian Everardo Valle 
Christopher Thomas Vanderheiden 
Alec Michael Wallace 
Amanda Marie Zaverdas 
Logan Allen Zschernitz 

College of Health and 
Human Sciences 

Bindu Adhikari 
Barbara Aduboahen 
Jamaria Nikia Alexander 
Nia Alexander 
Sameera M. Ali 
Opeyemi Oluwaseun Amure 
Jessica Ruth Arms 
Rutilio Arteaga 
Sandra Asante 
Regan Augustyniak 
Angel Latanya Avery 
Brooke Elise Barnes 
Stephanie Beltran 
Katelyn Elizabeth Benjamin 
Shannon Ann Beyer 
Shaniya Emani Bibbs 
Amelia Madelynn Bock 
Karlee Hannah Bradley 
Anna S. Brobbey-Kofi 
Kayla Janese Brooks 
Charlize Cabrera 
Alyssa Cheyenne Canales 
Jocelyn Capetillo 
Stephanie A. Cardenas 
Arianna Chandler 
Kristy Irene Chorostecki 
Julie Elizabeth Conklin 
Sade Alexis Cook 
Mackenzie Nichole Cooper 
Joshua Darrell Ivy Copher 
Kayla Charise Craig 
Leslie Abigail Cruz 
Deja Dameron 
Kyle R. Denwood 
Lily Deserie Derain 
Abigail Joanne Diehl 
Gillian Dolitsky 
Anell Duran 
Mallory Katherine Enders 
Melanie Hannah Estrada 
Deanna N. Fields 
Victoria R. Fonseca 
Cayley Jude Frolik 
Kelsey Kaye Funk 
Jasmine Gallegos 
Aileen Garcia 
Carmen Leah Gary 
Aaliyah Lynette Gilmore 
Tyler Louis Goodwin 
Melissa Ann Gulley 
Edgar Gutierrez 

Jascent Mikel Harvey 
Yasamine Hejri 
Jose Trinidad Herebia III
Ilian Cenovio Hernandez 
Katelyn Marie Howell 
Celia Andraya Huerta 
KriscaCamille Melo Ignacio 
Dardane Iseini 
Murtada T. Issa-Yarrow 
Murshid Issayarrow 
Grace Marie Jeanblanc 
Gianna Joaquin 
Hanna A. Johnson 
Olivia Nicole Johnson 
Mackenzie Jaye Zvorak 
Joshlyn A. Krapfl 
Brandi Leighan Krueger 
Sharon Kuhlman 
Armonie Capri Lewis 
Stephanie Lopez 
Kaitlyn Grace Lynch 
Luqman Ali Majied 
Luldita Rukovci Maloku 
Alexandria Kay McCann 
Kaitlin Elizabeth McCann 
Emily Mae McCombs 
Katherine Ann McDaniel 
Cyan McGee 
Autumn Nicole McKenna 
Amber Viona Mckinney 
Jacob Robert Medendorp 
Icela Maria Mendoza 
JaNee Sharice Merritt 
Logan Joseph Mertes 
Nicole Miesner 
Jessica Ann Minert 
Myron Manego Miranda 
Ada Gabrielle Montes 
Ashley Charlotte Moore 
Jacqueline Iridiana Navarrete 
Veronica Elise Neville 
Brendan Bo-Tyler Newkirk 
Michelle Victoria Niedzwiedzka 
Emily Rose Nigliaccio 
Leonardo Nunez 
Vanessa Nungaray 
Linda Nwakaego Obinma 
Adenike Ogunsanya 
Freda Ohene-Asah 
Jasmine O. Omoruyi 
Anna Margaret Pace 
Angelica Paniagua 
Kaitlin Parsons 



Ryleigh Mae Patrick 
Sarah Beth Paul 
Desiree Denise Payne 
Stephany A. Penate 
Nielsen Perez 
Melchor Pineda 
Kathryn Ann Petricca 
Matthew C. Pulaski 
Angelica Mae Quinto 
Emily Catherine Quirk 
Ayla Isadora Raymond 
Matthew Eric Rivera 
Katelyn Grace Robbins 
Isabell Irene Roberts 
Abigail L. Rodriguez 
Sharadiant Uriah Royster 
Maria Elena Ruiz Dominguez 
Marzena Rutkowska 
Pizza Jay Salinas 
Jachiya Fay Sanders 
Nicole Paula Boyon Sarmiento 
Erin C. Saulog 
Abigail Rose Schirmer 
Hannah Rieley Schmitt 
Jacqueline Segura 
Jasemin Arieanna Sertesen 
Daniel David Shell 
Kennedy Smith 
Myreanna Smith 
Russell Francis Sobrepena 
Brittany Ann Stiles 
Audrey Anne Sullivan 
Martyna Karolina Szpara 
Precious Taiwo 
Nathaniel Matthew Tangonan 
Vanessa Tapia 
Jill Rebecca Taylor 
Jada Elise Thomas 
Diaboni Amir Todd 
Jessica Rae Tomita 
Tom S. Touma 
My-Huyen Tina Tran 
Joanne Pera Velasquez 
Marcelli Angelique Vios 
Jennalyn Maryann Walker 
Jennifer Lynn Wayman 
Hope Jessica Williams 
Rickell Mary Ann Woods 
Jacob Daniel Woodyard 
Lucia Zarco Flores 
Yarlenny Stefanie Zuniga 

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences 

Precious Abdullah 
Marjorie Belkis Abreu Perez 
Xandre Immanuel Colonia Acosta 
Nicole Alexa Ahrens 
Mariam Al-Aesawy 
Delvon Mikal Alexander 
Trinity Anastashia Almond 
Kalpit Rupin Amin 
Nicole Lynn Anderson 
Lisa Antczak 
Bailey David Appelhans 
Michael Thomas Archambault 
Rodolfo Arroyo 
Rameel Arshad 
Skylar L. Arwood 
Blake Claudia Atterbury 
Anahi Avalos 
Rachel Joy Morales Avila 
Ivone Ayala 
Kylie Nicole Babin Howard 
Elizabeth Marie Ball 
Liliana Banuelos 
Benjamin Scott Barranco 
Ashley Lynn Barry 
Faith Carrollynn Bartter 
Frank Kobina Yamoah Beecham 
Kenyatta Ebony Berryhill 
Samuel Lucas Bertellotti 
Alexander David Bertolasi 
Rachel M. Blocker 
Lesly Bolanos 
Daniel Edward Boldt 
Matthew Jason Borek 
Morelia Bribiescas 
Kendall Rashawn Briggs 
Dominic Anthony Brooks 
Caitlyn Marie Brown 
Rachel Nicole Brown 
Declan Michael Burke 
Omari Burke 
Alyssa Teahya Bushy 
Jui Jaydeep Buzruk 
Cesar Caballero 
Gabriel Cabrera Ruiz 
Da’Shaun Justin Caldwell 
Alexander Campos 
Magaly Noemi Carbajal 
Dave William Carrano 
Joshua N. Carter 
Isabel Castanon 
Jalen Charlson 

Ashley Lisa Chavez 
Courtney Elizabeth Cheloni 
Maxwell John Christofferson 
Nolan F. Christofferson 
Alden Holmes Churney 
Berenice Cintora Villagomez 
Isabelle A. Coletti 
Jacob Allen Conacher 
Jaylen Deshawn Conwell 
Madelynn Nicole Cook 
Soro T Cyrielle Coulibaly 
Austin Daniel Cowan 
Jabari Maximus Cox 
Alexis Mary Crawford 
Zenia Betty Crenshaw-Stevens 
Joshua Ernest-Joseph Crittenden 
Matthew Adam Czaplewski 
Tyler J. Czerniak 
Jack Wyatt Dachman 
Kendrea Latrice Davis 
Thomas Elliot Day 
Jennifer De Casas 
Thomas Andre Dela Pena 
Patrick Martin Dempsey 
Daniel Diaz 
Kenya Monique Dobbins 
Zion Ellis Israel Doke 
Kyle La’Mar Domineck 
Amari Naliyah Douglas 
Kortney Grace Drake 
Hannah A. Droogan 
Paul John Dufaj 
Skylar Lee Durham 
Cade Eastham 
Audrie Marie Eddy 
Liban Rashed Egeh 
Allison Ann Maire Ellious 
Matthew Genaro Emiliano 
Brian Emuge 
Emily Elisabeth Engelsdorfer 
Daniel Edward Engstrom 
Jacob Andrew Eul 
Brandon Berry Evenson 
Reid Alexander Fanning 
Joseline Farias 
Eric James Faulkner 
Emily Elaine Fehl 
Megan Louise Fiedler 
Adam Gabriel Filice 
Lorena Flores 
Bridgette McKenzie Fox 
Jacob Martin Frankfother 
Scott Christian Freund 

Ashley Juney Fryer 
Julius M. Gadbois 
Elise Garnett 
Joshua George 
Andrew Paul Gibbens 
Jordanelle Kelly Goldman 
Atit S. Gor 
Kyla Celene Graham 
Kaitlyn Nicolle Gramse 
Kirstin Marie Grzonka 
Christiana Louise Guthrie 
Colin Guy 
Shaunte E. Hamilton 
Sean Michael Hansen-Busby 
Danielle Heath 
Rachel Elise Helgesen 
Kimberly Alice Hohlfeld 
James Robert Holmes III
Taccara Patrice Hughes 
Jose Clayton Hurtado 
Anthony Isom 
Jalen Javier 
Michelle Jean Jelley 
Brandon David Jensen 
James William Jessup 
Jasmine Patrice Johnson 
Kraig Anthony Johnston 
Ezariah James Kanwischer 
Blayne Noah Kappes 
Alexander Mabry Kashyap 
Jordy Kazeze 
Matthew Scott Keisel 
Erin Rose Kelly 
John William Kenney 
Likkaya Keyes 
Anusha Khan 
Yousuf Khan 
Rany Jay Khashan 
Jacob S. Kilpatrick 
Kyle Joseph King 
Taylor N. Kistner 
Yuriy Yuriy Kopytko 
Ashley Ann Korpitz 
Nicholas Theodore Kubik 
Lynn Ann LaBuy 
Jaida Lambert 
Michael Tyler Lanterman 
Carol Governetta Lattimore-Hutton 
Cameron Laudell Laurent 
Owen Patrick Lawlor 
Angelo Nicolas LeDonne 
Ethan Charles LeSage 
Alphonse Mbinkar 



College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences 

Bethany Jade Lijewski 
Molly Sharol Lindsey 
Matheis Orlandus Lockett 
Jennifer Lopez 
Stephanie Marie Lundin 
Marianna Olga Lyskawa 
John Anthony Eleuterio Macario 
Makenzie Linda Macek 
Kehinde Qawiyy Majolagbe 
Jessica Courtney Malek 
Aleena Malik 
James Daniel Malloy 
Jahonah Josette Manard 
Michael Joseph Marchetti 
Anthony Charles Markanich Jr
Nicholas Anthony Markanich 
Michael Salem Marrougi 
Piper Martin 
Ponette Lynn Martin 
Alexis Marie Martinez 
Ana Veronica Martinez 
Brian Martinez 
Ivan Martinez 
Yessica Jazmin Martinez 
Dora Margarita Martinez-Burciaga 
Maverick Dennis Adam Matchinski 
Jada Shadai Matthews 
Mason Thomas McAnally 
Hannah Lynette McCarthy 
Mark Anthony McCauley 
Dylan James McCorkhill 
Haley McLaughlin 
John William McNeil 
Corina Itzuri Medrano 
Madison Grace Menchaca 
Daniel Ismael Mercado-Flores 
Haniel George Mngodo 
Neyda Yadira Molina 
Keanu Montanez 
Ada Gabrielle Montes 
Kyle Jacob Moody 
Cynthia Mary Moors 
Herbert David Morales Jr
Kellie Mucha 
Leslie Mueller 
Amanee Marie Muhammad 
Eleanor Anne Mullins 
Alannis Lorrie Munoz 
Stephen Arthur Myers 
Dulguun Narmandakh 

Kenethia Nate’ Neeley 
Jayce Newton Cooksey 
Erin Elise Nieszel 
Joshua Jason Noel 
Christopher Peter Nomellini 
Victoria Terea Norris 
Hunter Marie Norton 
Kaitlynn Renee Norton 
Mollie K. O’Brien 
Michael Reilly O’Neil 
Heather O’Neill 
Sarah Lynn O’Shea 
Raquel Elena Olivencia 
Guadalupe Olivo 
Elizabeth Jane Orren 
Katrina Otokiti 
Vincent Michael Pacione 
Abraham Kennette Palomar 
Ryan Ignatius Park 
Ashish Patel 
Dev Ashokkumar Patel 
Dhruvi Patel 
Disha Patel 
Kamaxi Arvindbhai Patel 
Caleb James Patsch 
Erikas Jonas Paulauskas 
Carolina Perez 
David Petrovski 
Berkley C. Phelps 
Kurleisha Lea Phillips 
Brandon Charles Phipps 
Makenzie Annemarie Pianovski 
Jada Payge Pifer 
Kristin Noel Pollastrini 
Ivan Emilov Popov 
Ryan William Potochnik 
Jordan A. Raia 
Elisa Magdalena Ramos 
Karen Elizabeth Raschke 
Amariah Michaela Reeves 
Zoe Rehders-Blasco 
Thomas Quinn Reyes 
Tia Marie Ridings 
Robert Raymond Roa 
Annika Iris Roberts 
Artemio Rodriguez Reyes 
Noah Chandler Rodriguez-Chupp 
Keon Cory Rogers 
Timothy Christopher Romig 
David Roszkowski 
Kairin Elizabeth Rozenfeld-Mayberg 
Jennifer Jeanette Lyn Ruegsegger 

Adrian Isaih Ruiz 
Kimberly Ruiz-Fernandez 
Jameson Allen Russie 
Lizette Saavedra 
Abbey Salazar 
Denise Marzena Salihoglu 
Cynthia Marina San Martin Urbina 
Fernando Ulysess Sanchez 
DeOndre Jermaine Saunders 
Hasan Nisar Sayed 
Caitlin Schmidt 
Luca Elizabeth Schuettpelz-Rohl 
David Richard Schwartz 
Samantha Taylor-Rose 
Schweinebraten 
Robert S. Scott 
Nicholas Seltzer 
Catherine Grace Sharp 
Anna Elizabeth Sheehey 
Rochelle Taguba Shroyer 
Olivia C. Simmons 
Sydney Lauren Skoff 
Yan Skuratovich 
Ginger Smith 
Gavin St. George 
Steven John Stanek Jr
Tina Marie Stevens 
Quentin James Stewart 
Colin James Joseph Strader 
Emma Dolores Suchy 
Destin Joseph Sulejmani 
Joshua Moutray Sulouff II
Gage Randall Swanson 
McKenzie Marie Tallarita 
Jonathan Alexander Tapper 
Samuel J. Thompson 
Jaylen Bernett Timms 
Valeria Toledo 
Alec Enrique Torres 
Christopher Andrew Troyer 
Karina Trujillo 
Marty Trujillo 
Dominique Elena-Nicole Trull 
Kelley Marie Tucker 
Marcellus Turner 
Takiyra Rene’ Tyler 
Breanna Evelyn Villeda 
Annika Joyce Vincent 
Saraswi Vollala 
Zachary Isaac Wade 
Toria Mykel Wagner 
Katarina West 

Jake Michael White 
Leslie D. Wilcher 
Ta’Kyrah Patrice Wilkins 
Jared Lloyd Wilkinson 
Ashanti Denise Williams 
Kevin Lamar Williams II
Khalil Antoine Williams 
Tervon Jayshawn Williams 
Perry Sherrod Willis 
Michael Dillon Yager 
Mikayla Ellen Yunk 
Amanda R. Zedwick 
Joseph N. Zipparro 
Christine Bernice Zugay 

College of Visual and 
Performing Arts 

Bradley A. Bodenbach 
Sandra A. Brown 
Andrew Michael Carlson 
Stephanee Dawn Marie Dries 
Grace Rose Ellinger 
Marissa Jenna Estrada 
Xavier Alexander Garcia 
Caitlyn Mary George 
Rashaud Sonny Grimes 
Pamella Haynes 
Gillian Francess Heard 
Abbie Marisa Hultquist 
Isaiah G. Jones Jr
Joel Aleksander Leyva 
Aime Loya-Jensen 
Owen L. Male 
Justin Philip Martinez 
Taylor Cole Maurchie-Banks 
James Matthew Minard 
Katie Monaghen 
Lee Moriarity 
Armando Quinones Jr
Jordan A. Raia 
Annika Iris Roberts 
Molissa Kathryn Robitschek 
Daisy Soberanis 
Rowan Solana 
Hailey Lyn Stark 
Jennah Joy Stewart 
Christian Alexis Ulloa 
Asa Rene Valenciano 
Alva Edith Valle 
Sophia Valle 
Christian Charles Veselits 
Elizabeth G. Vieyra 
Malia Shelae’ Watkins 



December 2023 Undergraduate Degrees with Distinction
Students listed here have applied to graduate at the end of the fall semester and are being considered as candidates to graduate with Degrees 
with Distinction. Grade point averages are computed on the basis of all work attempted during those semesters which include the last 45 
hours of work completed and in progress toward this degree at NIU. 
Degrees with distinction awarded as follows: 
Cum Laude 3.50 to 3.749; Magna Cum Laude 3.75 to 3.899; Summa Cum Laude 3.90 to 4.00.

NOTE: GPA calculation includes grades earned at the end of the fall 2023 semester. This list is not to be considered official until all 
grades are received for the fall 2023 semester and the student’s GPA is recalculated. 

Please also be advised that some names may have been omitted due to the student not meeting the GPA requirement at the time of printing 
this booklet; conversely, some students listed may not receive the honor indicated. The appropriate honor will be noted on both the student’s 
diploma and official transcript. 

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Bindu Adhikari 
Skylar L Arwood 
Blake Claudia Atterbury 
Rachel Joy Morales Avila 
Alexis Aviles 
Brooke Elise Barnes 
Roger Bruce Bauer 
Shaniya Emani Bibbs 
Lesly Bolanos 
Caitlyn Marie Brown 
Gabriel Cabrera Ruiz 
Laura Sofia Castro 
Kristy Irene Chorostecki 
Nolan F Christofferson 
Isabelle A Coletti 
Julie Elizabeth Conklin 
John Bartholomew Connor 
Jabari Maximus Cox 
Jack Wyatt Dachman 
Francisco De Los Santos Jr
Grace Emily DeSmedt 
Kortney Grace Drake 
Melanie Hannah Estrada 
Jacob Andrew Eul 
Deanna N. Fields 
Katie Michelle Fischer 
Miguel Gallegos-Sustaita 
Elise Garnett 

Jordanelle Kelly Goldman 
Maria Magdalena Grabiec 
Christiana Louise Guthrie 
Colin Guy 
Grace Marie Hardesty 
Shannon Marie Harkin 
Danielle Heath 
Kimberly Alice Hohlfeld 
Samantha Grace Howe 
Nataliya Kelly Hryshko 
Boris Ignjatic 
Gianna Joaquin 
Jordy Kazeze 
John William Kenney 
Yousuf Khan 
Casandra Maria Kopec 
Joshlyn A. Krapfl 
Nicholas Theodore Kubik 
Paige Alexis Marie Kudzma 
Lynn Ann LaBuy 
Mitchell Nuanhngam Le 
Megan Kathleen Marcum 
Ponette Lynn Martin 
Ashly Rose Mauk 
Neyda Yadira Molina 
Jeanette Moran 
Kellie Mucha 
Madeline Colette Nevalainen 
Brendan Bo-Tyler Newkirk 
Ngoc Van Anh Ngo 

Erin Elise Nieszel 
Kaitlynn Renee Norton 
Ethan Charles Ohlhausen 
Anna Margaret Pace 
Brian Philip Pallikunnel 
Avee Navinchandra Patel 
Caleb James Patsch 
Mary Anne Pelinski 
Lizbeth Perez 
David Petrovski 
Teresa Ramos-Perez 
Megan Patricia Rateike 
Annika Iris Roberts 
Kimberly Ruiz-Fernandez 
Christian Rummler 
Alexandra Nicole Sandager 
Abigail Rose Schirmer 
Catherine Grace Sharp 
Audrey Elaine Shipley 
Sydney Lauren Skoff 
Gavin St. George 
Elizabeth Suzanne Stamm 
Ariegna M. Trujillo 
Joshua Kenneth Turnipseed 
Melissa Ana Valmores 
Karli Elizabeth Waldrep 
Katarina West 
Daniel Joseph Zefeldt Jr
Christine Bernice Zugay



MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Nicole Lynn Anderson 
Bailey David Appelhans 
Michael Thomas Archambault 
Jessica Ruth Arms 
Rodolfo Arroyo 
Anahi Avalos 
Izaiah J. Avila 
Kylie Nicole Babin Howard 
Liliana Banuelos 
Ashley Lynn Barry 
Alexander David Bertolasi 
Sara Annette Bialas 
Oleksa John Bindas 
Emilee Nicole Booker 
Matthew Jason Borek 
Patrick Daniel Brown 
Cesar Caballero 
Denisse Camargo-Ramirez 
Alexander Campos 
Mackenzie Nichole Cooper 
Tyler J. Czerniak 
Emily Josphine Darnell 
Thomas Andre Dela Pena 
Lauren Elizabeth Deliman 
Patrick Martin Dempsey 
Daniel Diaz 
Thomas Edward Druffel Jr
Joseph Addison-Clark Dziewulski 
Audrie Marie Eddy 
Jacob Martin Frankfother 
Marcos Alejandro Garcia 
Nicolas Sebastian Gonzalez 
Margaret Olivia Hamby 
Jose Clayton Hurtado 
Monica Leigh Isham 
Rina Angela Ishimaru 
Anthony Isom 
Murshid Issayarrow 
Murtada T. Issa-Yarrow 
Brandon David Jensen 
Shaye Jones 
Blayne Noah Kappes 
Kyle Joseph King 
Ryan David Kothrade 
Brandi Leighan Krueger 
Sharon Kuhlman 
Angelo Nicolas LeDonne 
Ethan Charles LeSage 
Rebecca A. Limberis 
Madeline Marie Link 
Brian Martinez 
Kaitlin Elizabeth McCann 
Madison Grace Menchaca 
Salvador Meza 
Leslie Mueller 
Sheika Mushundusi 
Stephen Arthur Myers 
George A. Nordstrom 
Heather O’Neill 
Sarah Lynn O’Shea 
Carolina Perez 

Louis Raymond Petrie 
Makenzie Annemarie Pianovski 
Ashley Angel Ramos 
Karen Elizabeth Raschke 
Artemio Rodriguez Reyes 
Phyllis Russell-Ghostone 
Karolina Krystyna Ryczek 
Pizza Jay Salinas 
Caitlin Schmidt 
Luca Elizabeth Schuettpelz-Rohl 
Olivia C. Simmons 
Sarah Elisabeth Smalley 
Seraphine Elizabeth Swalve 
William Edward Tabbert 
Precious Taiwo 
Kelley Marie Tucker 
Christian Alexis Ulloa 
Dania Yasmin Vargas 
Emily Rose Wulf 
Addison Renae Yeazle 
Connor Harrison Zounis 

CUM LAUDE
Marjorie Belkis Abreu Perez 
Sidorela A. Agolli 
Alberto Alvarez 
Lisa Antczak 
Benjamin Scott Barranco 
Faith Carrollynn Bartter 
Shannon Ann Beyer 
Bradley A. Bodenbach 
Karlee Hannah Bradley 
Morelia Bribiescas 
Dominic Anthony Brooks 
Calvin Micah Brown Jr
Sandra A. Brown 
Jui Jaydeep Buzruk 
Arianna Chandler 
Madelynn Nicole Cook 
Ashley Nicole Kay Dalberg 
Yuliana De Anda 
Lily Deserie Derain 
Melodie Jo Dohogne 
Grace Rose Ellinger 
Adanelly Escamilla 
Brandon Berry Evenson 
Kaiwen Fang 
Reid Alexander Fanning 
Joseline Farias 
Eric James Faulkner 
Lorena Flores 
Cayley Jude Frolik 
Carmen Leah Gary 
Luis Gonzalez 
Edgar Gutierrez 
Sean Michael Hansen-Busby 
Ilian Cenovio Hernandez 
Tyler Scott Humphrey 
Oskar Ibarra 
Isabel Kristine Inman 
Dardane Iseini 
William Johns 

Jasmine Patrice Johnson 
Olivia Nicole Johnson 
Ezariah James Kanwischer 
Jeremy Edward Katsogianos Adrowski 
Kirstin Marie Kives 
Judy Marie Kohler 
Armonie Capri Lewis 
Joel Aleksander Leyva 
Nathanial Isiah Lichtfuss 
Stephanie Lopez 
Owen L. Male 
Jessica Courtney Malek 
Aleena Malik 
Jayden Denise Marable 
Michael Salem Marrougi 
John Edward Pineda Marteja 
Brett Michael Marth 
James Matthew Minard 
Myron Manego Miranda 
Gego Masimango Molilo 
Katie Monaghen 
Amna Hamza Naviwala 
Michael James Wesley Nelson 
Bryan Nunez 
Mollie K. O’Brien 
Guadalupe Olivo 
Ryan Ignatius Park 
Ashish Patel 
Dev Ashokkumar Patel 
Dhruvi Patel 
Jalinna Payton 
Nielsen Perez 
Jazmin Rose Y. Pestano 
Negin Pournazari 
Edmar Ramirez 
Ayla Isadora Raymond 
Zoe Rehders-Blasco 
Lizette Saavedra 
Abbey Salazar 
Tyler Mason Scarbrough 
Britney Amber Sennes 
Anna Elizabeth Sheehey 
Kyle Thomas Shirley 
Rowan Solana 
Steven John Stanek Jr
Quentin James Stewart 
Colin James Joseph Strader 
Emma Dolores Suchy 
Audrey Anne Sullivan 
Brady Peter Toussaint 
Juliana Valdivia 
Asa Rene Valenciano 
Brooke Elizabeth Valentine 
Joanne Pera Velasquez 
Christian Charles Veselits 
Elizabeth G. Vieyra 
Marcelli Angelique Vios 
Jennalyn Maryann Walker 
Latonia Charease Warren 
Leslie D. Wilcher 
Hope Jessica Williams 
Heather Winterland 
Amanda R. Zedwick
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August 2023 Undergraduate Degree Recipients
The list of undergraduate degree recipients was compiled from information received from the 

Office of Registration and Records as of September 2023.

College of Business 
Varun Varma Alluri 
Christopher Michael Babicz 
Eduardo Bahena- Avila 
Sonii Barnes 
JaRon Isaiah Barthelemy 
Borislav Borissof Borissof 
Alexander Bueno 
Jiun-Han Chang 
Jesus Alejandro Cuevas 
Rushad Behram Daboo 
Elizabeth Gabrielle Davis 
Kyle Robert Douglas 
Marisol Franco 
Nicole Angelie Gardner 
Kyle James Garhan 
Jason Brian Hajdukovic 
Ayaan Haq 
Nichole Lynn Harper 
Allen Charles Hibbe 
Devan Alexander Janssen 
Devan Alexander Janssen 
Cameron Michael Kalmas 
Jordan Richard Kempa 
Chelsea Manoj 
Makkah Hasana Mujahid 
Beatris Ortiz 
Eugene Pillow Jr
Jonathan Ezekiel Ponder 
Moriah N. Prewitt 
Jonathan Quintero 
Ishan Tej Rai 
Angel Rodriguez 
Tannya M. Serrano 
Ava Victoria Siano 
Tyler Skuran 
Detwan Marquise Smith 
Haley M. Stastny 
Nhu Quynh Tran 
Lucas Van Poucke 
Nicholas Thomas Varga 
Madeleine Vinz 
Hunter Brenton Wahl 
Ishaun Loving Henry Walker 
Kyle Christopher Wright 

College of Education 
Deyci Andrade 
Austin Robert Asplen 
Shannon Lynn Bennett 
Natasha Lashon Bomar 

Kimberly Rae Brogan 
Holly Michelle Carey 
Michelle Scoville Carlin 
Noah Andrew Carlock 
Justin David Carlton 
Madison Marie Craft 
Elise Celine Craven 
Anthony Jordan Davis 
Felicia Nicole Davis 
Niko Romualdo Derain 
Anyssa Rose Duncan 
Monique Gail Dusek-Sparacino 
Dionne Elaine Edgerton 
Isaac Esquivias 
Hannah Naomi Golden 
Blanca Iris Gonzalez 
Morgan Christopher Grant 
Cassidy Jo Gray 
Sonia Guillen 
Erica Guzman 
Natalie Hamp 
Renee Elyse Hansen 
Mandy Davis Hanson 
Natasha R. Harris 
Tatiana Marah Hart 
Alexis Irene Henderson 
Ashley Cline Hernandez 
Matthew James Herring 
Michael Anakin Hoeppner 
Matthew Jens Howard 
Ryan Freeman Jones 
Mason Patrick Kelley 
Sarah Dorothy Koltonuk 
Gabriel Matthew Lichlyter 
Sarah Noel Lucansky 
Valeria G. Mangato 
Monica Maravilla 
Jacob Patrick McGuire 
Tarra Delisa McIntosh 
Shannon Lee Morris 
Carter D. Moss 
Elian Rasheed Musgrave-Dalzon 
Dillon Wayne Nichols 
Jaynee Marie Norgart Schissel 
Claudia Olvera 
Margi Patel 
Dean Micheal Pisano 
Erin Marie Reid 
William Ravalo Resurreccion 
Thomas John Robertson 
Charisma Maleigh Robinson 

David Saldana
Helen Sanchez 
Juan Carlos Sanchez 
Uriel Amaury Saucedo 
Daniel B. Schenk 
Allison Kimberly Schneyr 
Zachary John Schwarzbach 
Jayla Diane Thomas 
Olivia Francine Torre 
Olivia Alyson Tyrrell 
Yesenia Vargas 
Joanne Georgette Vonoppen 
James Richard Zucker

College of Engineering and 
Engineering Technology 

Kevin Louis Berry 
Ricardo Alonso Briones 
Edward Ira Carter III
Ryan Jay Chantos 
Emma I. De La Cruz 
John Thomas Detloff 
Yaw Poku Enin 
Jason G. Henry II
Daniel Joseph Ibarra 
Aman A. Madani 
Neftali Martinez 
Daniel Paul Massat 
Zackary R. Mazzoni 
Jorge Ortiz 
Karla Esmeralda Perez Lopez 
Isaac Ramon Quinonez 
Yves Saint- Ghislain Begere 
Phillip Joseph Tomich 
Merritt Craig Walker V
Mohamed Ashraf Yousef

College of Health and 
Human Sciences 

Jarret Lee Berggren 
Sarah Elizabeth Boblink 
Derek Hunter Bos 
Alexander Bravo 
Kayla Shania Calvin 
Di’Avion Ja’Maria Capers 
Jasmine Corral 
Colleen Marie Cozzie 
Christian J. Czesak 
Tatyana Kattie Dean 
Emily N. Drozd 



College of Health and 
Human Sciences continued 

Karson Elise Edwards-Fournier 
Makelya Foster 
Esbeidi Garcia 
Andrea Gonzalez 
Trinity Alexis Horton I
Harmain Jari Jr
Lily Claudine Kacys 
Ashley Danielle King 
Mallorie Rose Koc 
David Lee Kramp 
Brae-lyn Lieske 
Franco Ray Maggiolini 
Angela Lynn Mayer 
Alexandra Emma Norgard 
Odinakachi Enyinnaya Ogbulafor 
Miriam Ortiz 
Madison Grace Ostrega 
Dharaben Rameshkumar Patel 
Erin Ann Pettey 
Adam Edward Robison 
Jorge Robles 
Kendel Morgen Sahm 
Alexia Ysabel Dino Santos 
Ashley Nicole Schultz 
Sintia Noemi Stewart 
Abigail Genevieve Taylor 
Kylie Alexis Thoms 
Amanda Kay Vossoughi 
Marie Barbara Zolfo 

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences 

Faisal Ahmad 
Grace Elizabeth Analla 
Kegan Ralph Anderson 
Chanel Nesera Bandele 
Rachel Joo Mee Bartak 
Carley Ann Becker 
Ethan Joshua Bengson 
Rataksh Bhardwaj 
Anna Alina Mayoral Borzuta 
Alexander Conception Brown 
David Allen Burton Jr
Melissa Angel Caballero 
Lizahira Cadenas 
Jacob Francis Catini 
Mason Randall Clark 
Tiffany Irene Clash-Shaw 
Lourdes Contreras 
Akshea Shalai Conway 
Stephanie Ann Corona 
Adell Aaron Crump III
Marek Kristopher Czajkowski 
Kaitlin Marie Dacanay 
Kelsy Cristina Daluga 

Elijah Lee David 
Daisy Delgado 
Tyler James Easterling 
Nathan Taylor Eaton 
Joshua I. Escala 
Daniyal Fazil 
Amber Lynn Foster 
Veronica Lee Giambrone 
Madison L. Gilbreth 
Blane Michael Allas Gorospe 
Janelle Linnea Hammond 
Kaylynn Amanda Havens 
Megan Leigh Hawkins 
Ikea Alicia Henderson 
Jose C. Hernandez Jr
Calvin Jackson Jr
Ilyssa C. Jemerson 
Brandon James Johnson 
Katee Lee Johnson 
Taiylor L. Karasewski 
Ellie Lynn Kirane 
Seneca Ray Knapik-Christensen 
Dylan Charles Kozlick 
John Edward Kubacha II
Jacob Kenneth LaGreca 
Juvenal Landeros Jr
Jessica Landmeier
Noah Russell Laney 
Nguyen Khanh Le 
Reyes Leon Jr
Daniel Scott Levernier 
Jaliyah L. Lofton 
Cesar Gavrie Lopez 
Jacqueline Lupercio 
Brian McKinley Lynn 
Barbara Marquez 
Connor Roger McAuley 
James Joseph McDermott 
Rachel Marie Meister 
Ashley Samantha Montano 
Angela Pauline Moreno 
Jaraiyia Alize’ Morris 
John William Nomikos 
Jacob Christopher Norton 
Jacob Christopher Norton 
David John Ostman 
Bibiana Pasillas 
Dhruvit Vinodchandra Patel 
Caleb Jabez Pittman 
Julia Christie Popovich 
Dasha Denia Monay Randle 
Aliya Rangel 
Scott Joseph Rescigno 
Jael Suzannah Rexroat 
Gregory Alexander Reynolds 
Jackson Patrick Rich 
Diamond Crystal Riley 
Brittany Laneisha Robinson-Fox 

Angel Rodriguez 
Lesley Teresa Sanchez 
Donna Jean Saulka 
Richard William Anthony Schaller 
Jennifer Schrank 
Rebecca Ann Schwartz 
Evan Michael Sheriff 
Juan Carlos Sifuentes Jr
Catherine K. Smith 
Naomi Solis - Campos 
Paul Donald Spiller III
Scott Alan Stevens 
Brandon Alexander Stirn 
Alexander Craig Szafranski 
Parker Daniel Test 
Ariel Alexis Janise Thompson 
Marcus Tokpah 
Jacob Thomas Trapp 
Jonathan Verdi 
Petra Viveros 
Ieshia Lonje Waller 
Nyah Nataisha Washington 
Aniya J. Williams 
Arevon Jadel Williams 
Adara Elizabeth Winkowski 
Monti Wong 
Adira Crystal Zachrel 
Jared Anthony Zilic 

College of Visual and 
Performing Arts 

Chloe Marina Insley 
Taoyu Lai 
Melody Joy San Martin 
Brendan Russell Scanlan 
Catherine K. Smith 
Grace Marie Sniegowski 
Joshua Scott Tulisiak 

August 2023 Undergraduate Degree Recipients
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August 2023 Undergraduate Degrees with Distinction
This list of August undergraduate degree recipients was compiled from information received from the Office of Registration and Records 
as of September. These students have successfully completed all of the necessary requirements for the official certification and awarding of 
their respective degree at the end of the summer semester. 

Honors are noted for those undergraduate students who either graduated as part of the University Honors Program or graduated with a 
Degree with Distinction.

In order to graduate with a Degree with Distinction a student must have completed at least 60 semester hours of work at NIU. Grade point 
averages are computed on the basis of all work attempted during those semesters which include the last 60 hours of work completed at NIU.

Degrees with distinction awarded as follows: 
Cum Laude 3.50 to 3.749; Magna Cum Laude 3.75 to 3.899; Summa Cum Laude 3.90 to 4.00.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Faisal Ahmad 
Shannon Lynn Bennett 
Natasha Lashon Bomar 
Kimberly Rae Brogan 
Michelle Scoville Carlin 
Justin David Carlton 
Lourdes Contreras 
Madison Marie Craft 
Elise Celine Craven 
Monique Gail Dusek-Sparacino 
Dionne Elaine Edgerton 
Blanca Iris Gonzalez 
Sonia Guillen 
Erica Guzman 
Natalie Hamp 
Renee Elyse Hansen 
Mandy Davis Hanson 
Natasha R. Harris 
Alexis Irene Henderson 
Matthew James Herring 
Katee Lee Johnson 
Sarah Dorothy Koltonuk 
Reyes Leon Jr
Tarra Delisa McIntosh 
Ashley Samantha Montano 
Shannon Lee Morris 
John William Nomikos 
Claudia Olvera 
Bibiana Pasillas 
Margi Patel 
Angel Rodriguez 
Angel Rodriguez 
David Saldana 
Richard William Anthony Schaller 
Allison Kimberly Schneyr 
Jennifer Schrank 
Ashley Nicole Schultz 
Kylie Alexis Thoms 
Yesenia Vargas 
Madeleine Vinz 
Joanne Georgette Vonoppen 
Adira Crystal Zachrel 

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Deyci Andrade 
Austin Robert Asplen 
Christopher Michael Babicz 
Chanel Nesera Bandele 
Derek Hunter Bos 
Christian J. Czesak 
John Thomas Detloff 
Anyssa Rose Duncan 
Makelya Foster 
Veronica Lee Giambrone 
Madison L. Gilbreth 
Jose C. Hernandez Jr
Ryan Freeman Jones 
Mason Patrick Kelley 
Ellie Lynn Kirane 
Brae-lyn Lieske 
Jacqueline Lupercio 
Jacob Patrick McGuire 
Alexandra Emma Norgard 
Jaynee Marie Norgart Schissel 
Zachary John Schwarzbach 
Grace Marie Sniegowski 
Abigail Genevieve Taylor 
Jayla Diane Thomas 
Olivia Francine Torre 
Hunter Brenton Wahl 

CUM LAUDE
Jarret Lee Berggren 
Borislav Borissof Borissof 
Alexander Conception Brown 
Alexander Bueno 
Holly Michelle Carey 
Ryan Jay Chantos 
Tiffany Irene Clash-Shaw 
Elizabeth Gabrielle Davis 
Felicia Nicole Davis 
Emma I. De La Cruz 
Isaac Esquivias 
Janelle Linnea Hammond 
Nichole Lynn Harper 
Ikea Alicia Henderson 
Ashley Cline Hernandez 
Michael Anakin Hoeppner 
Chloe Marina Insley 
Devan Alexander Janssen 
Cameron Michael Kalmas 
Mallorie Rose Koc 
Cesar Gavrie Lopez 
Neftali Martinez 
Angela Lynn Mayer 
Angela Pauline Moreno 
Carter D. Moss 
Dillon Wayne Nichols 
Erin Ann Pettey 
Dean Micheal Pisano 
Julia Christie Popovich 
Erin Marie Reid 
Adam Edward Robison 
Kendel Morgen Sahm 
Yves Saint- Ghislain Begere 
Evan Michael Sheriff 
Paul Donald Spiller III
Alexander Craig Szafranski 
Marcus Tokpah 
Nicholas Thomas Varga 
Nyah Nataisha Washington 
Adara Elizabeth Winkowski 
Jared Anthony Zilic 
Marie Barbara Zolfo 



Alma Mater
Hail, NIU

Hail to thee our Alma Mater,
ever shall we praise your name.

Here we proudly lift our voices,
thousands strong we sing your fame.

Free, steadfast, devoted, true.
We will always stand by you.

Let our cheers resound for Northern:
Hail, NIU.

by Wilbur Smith (1957)



Commencement Program
This commencement program lists the names of individuals who have applied for graduation on the presumption that all the 
requirements have been, or will have been, met by the end of the semester. To be listed in this program, individuals were required 
to apply for graduation by the respective posted dates at the Graduate School or at the Office of Registration and Records. The fact 
that a candidate’s name is listed in this program does not indicate that they will in fact qualify for graduation.

Photographs
A professional photograph of each graduate will be taken during the ceremony by Grad Images. To ensure that all graduates and their 
families and friends can view and enjoy the ceremony, we ask that guests be considerate of one another when taking photographs.

Nondisclosure of Directory Information
In accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, students who have chosen not to release directory 
information to public disclosure (which includes, but is not limited to, degrees conferred) will not appear in this program.

Northern Illinois University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution. Printed by authority of the state of Illinois. niu.edu 55896 11/23




	Structure Bookmarks
	Document
	Article
	Figure
	Figure
	Commencement
	Commencement
	Commencement


	December 2023
	December 2023
	December 2023


	Northern Illinois University
	Northern Illinois University
	Northern Illinois University


	December 2023 Commencement
	December 2023 Commencement
	December 2023 Commencement


	Graduate School
	Graduate School
	Graduate School

	Saturday, Dec. 16, 2023
	2 p.m.
	Doctoral Hooding Ceremony
	Specialists, Master’s and Performer’s Certificates 
	Undergraduate Ceremonies
	Undergraduate Ceremonies

	Sunday, Dec. 17, 2023
	10 a.m.
	College of Engineering and Engineering TechnologyCollege of Liberal Arts and Sciences
	 

	College of Visual and Performing Arts
	2 p.m.
	College of BusinessCollege of Education
	 

	College of Health and Human Sciences

	Figure
	Northern Illinois University Board of Trustees
	Northern Illinois University Board of Trustees

	Sect
	Figure
	Eric Wasowicz
	Eric Wasowicz
	Board Chair
	Member - Executive Committee 
	Member - Academic Affairs, Student Affairs and Personnel Committee
	Member - Finance, Audit, Compliance, Facilities and Operations Committee
	Member - Research and Innovation, Legal and Legislative Affairs Committee


	Sect
	Figure
	John R. Butler
	John R. Butler
	Member - Executive Committee 
	Vice Chair - Academic Affairs, Student Affairs and Personnel Committee
	Member - Finance, Audit, Compliance, Facilities and Operations Committee
	Member - Research and Innovation, Legal and Legislative Affairs Committee


	Sect
	Figure
	Montel Gayles
	Montel Gayles
	Board Vice Chair
	Member - Executive Committee 
	Chair - Academic Affairs, Student Affairs and Personnel Committee
	Member - Finance, Audit, Compliance, Facilities and Operations Committee
	Member - Research and Innovation, Legal and Legislative Affairs Committee


	Veronica Herrero
	Veronica Herrero
	Veronica Herrero
	Member - Executive Committee 
	Chair - Research and Innovation, Legal and Legislative Affairs Committee
	Member - Academic Affairs, Student Affairs and Personnel Committee
	Member - Finance, Audit, Compliance, Facilities and Operations Committee


	Figure
	Sect
	Figure
	Dennis L. Barsema
	Dennis L. Barsema
	Board Secretary
	Member - Executive Committee 
	Chair - Finance, Audit, Compliance, Facilities and Operations Committee
	Member - Academic Affairs, Student Affairs and Personnel Committee
	Member - Research and Innovation, Legal and Legislative Affairs Committee


	Tim Moore
	Tim Moore
	Student Trustee
	Member - Academic Affairs, Student Affairs and Personnel Committee
	Member - Finance, Audit, Compliance, Facilities and Operations Committee
	Member - Research and Innovation, Legal and Legislative Affairs Committee

	Figure
	Leland Strom
	Leland Strom
	Vice Chair - Finance, Audit, Compliance, Facilities and Operations Committee
	Member - Academic Affairs, Student Affairs and Personnel Committee
	Member - Research and Innovation, Legal and Legislative Affairs Committee

	Rita Athas
	Rita Athas
	Rita Athas
	Vice Chair - Research and Innovation, Legal and Legislative Affairs Committee
	Member - Academic Affairs, Student Affairs and Personnel Committee
	Member - Finance, Audit, Compliance, Facilities and Operations Committee


	University Administration
	University Administration
	University Administration

	Lisa Freeman, D.V.M., Ph.D., President
	Lisa Freeman, D.V.M., Ph.D., President

	Laurie Elish-Piper, Ph.D., Interim Executive Vice President and Provost 
	Laurie Elish-Piper, Ph.D., Interim Executive Vice President and Provost 

	Yvonne Harris, Ph.D., Vice President for Research and Innovation Partnerships
	Yvonne Harris, Ph.D., Vice President for Research and Innovation Partnerships

	Carol Sumner, Vice President for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion and Chief Diversity Officer
	Carol Sumner, Vice President for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion and Chief Diversity Officer

	Clint-Michael Reneau, Vice President for Student Affairs
	Clint-Michael Reneau, Vice President for Student Affairs


	Sect
	Sect
	Figure
	Lisa Freeman
	Lisa Freeman
	President


	Sect
	Figure
	Laurie Elish-Piper
	Laurie Elish-Piper
	Interim Executive Vice President and Provost 


	Sect
	Figure
	Yvonne Harris
	Yvonne Harris
	Vice President for Research and Innovation Partnerships


	Sect
	Figure
	Carol Sumner
	Carol Sumner
	Vice President for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion and Chief Diversity Officer



	Sect
	Sect
	Figure
	Kerry Wilks
	Kerry Wilks
	Dean, Graduate School


	Sect
	Figure
	Denise Schoenbachler
	Denise Schoenbachler
	Interim Dean, College of Business
	 



	Clint-Michael Reneau
	Clint-Michael Reneau
	Clint-Michael Reneau
	Vice President for Student Affairs


	Sect
	Figure
	William A. Pitney III
	William A. Pitney III
	Acting Dean, College of Education
	 




	Sect
	Sect
	Figure
	David Grewell
	David Grewell
	Dean, College of Engineering and Engineering Technology


	Sect
	Figure
	Robert Brinkmann
	Robert Brinkmann
	Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences


	Sect
	Figure
	Paul Kassel 
	Paul Kassel 
	Dean, College of Visual and Performing Arts


	Sect
	Figure
	Kelly Fiala
	Kelly Fiala
	Dean, College of Health and Human Sciences



	Graduate School
	Graduate School
	Kerry Wilks, Ph.D., Dean
	College of Business
	Denise Schoenbachler, Ph.D., Interim Dean
	Daewoo Park, Ph.D., Associate Dean
	Bradrick M. Cripe, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Accountancy
	Gina K. Nicolosi, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Finance
	Jon P. Briscoe, D.B.A., Chair, Department of Management
	Vijaykumar Krishnan Palghat, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Marketing
	 

	Charles Petersen, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Operations Management and Information Systems
	 

	College of Education
	William A. Pitney III, Ph.D., Acting Dean
	David A. Walker, Ph.D., Associate Dean
	Todd A. Gilson, Ph.D., Associate Dean of Research, Resources and Innovation
	 

	Suzanne Degges-White, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Counseling, Adult and Higher Education
	 

	Sally Blake, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Curriculum and Instruction
	 

	Wei-Chen Hung, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Educational Technology, Research and Assessment
	Steven M. Howell, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Kinesiology and Physical Education
	Carolyn Pluim, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Leadership, Educational Psychology and Foundations
	Hope Wilson, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Special and Early Education
	 

	College of Engineering and
	College of Engineering and
	 
	Engineering Technology

	David Grewell, Ph.D., Dean
	Mansour Tahernezhadi, Ph.D., Senior Associate Dean, Research and Graduate Programs
	 

	Reinaldo J. Moraga, Ph.D., Interim Associate Dean, Undergraduate Academic Affairs, Outreach and Diversity
	Donald Zinger, Ph.D., Interim Chair, Department of Electrical Engineering
	 

	Shi-Jie (Gary) Chen, Ph.D., Interim Chair, Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering
	 

	Tariq Shamim, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Mechanical Engineering
	 

	Shun Takai, Ph.D., Interim Chair, Department of Engineering Technology
	 

	Lichuan Liu, Ph.D., Interim Program Director of Biomedical, Engineering
	 

	YJ Lin, Ph.D., Program Director of Mechatronics
	College of Health and Human Sciences
	Kelly Fiala, Ph.D., Dean
	Rachel Gordon, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Research and Administration
	Sherrill R. Morris, Ph.D., Chair, School of Allied Health and Communicative Disorders
	Thomas Pavkov, Ph.D., Chair, School of Family and Consumer Sciences
	 

	Jeanne M. Isabel, Ed.D., Chair, School of Health Studies
	Melani Duffrin, Ph.D., Chair, School of Interdisciplinary Health Professions
	 

	Kari Hickey, Ph.D., Chair, School of Nursing
	Andrew Spring, M.A., Chair, Department of Military Science
	College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
	College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

	Robert Brinkmann, Ph.D., Dean and Smerge Endowed Dean’s Chair
	Amanda Durik, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Undergraduate Affairs
	Leslie Matuszewich, Ph.D., Senior Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Affairs
	Christopher McCord, Ph.D., Interim Associate Dean for Academic Administration
	 

	Leila Porter, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Anthropology
	Garry Sunter, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Biological Sciences
	Victor Ryzhov, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry
	 

	Mehdi Semati, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Communication
	Nicholas T. Karonis, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Computer Science
	 

	Mark Frank, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Earth, Atmosphere and Environment
	 

	Carl Campbell III, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Economics
	Scott Balcerzak, Ph.D., Chair, Department of English
	Valerie Garver, Ph.D., Chair, Department of History
	Andrew LeDoan, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Mathematical Sciences
	 

	Mark Schuller, Ph.D., Acting Director, Center for Nonprofit and NGO Studies
	 

	Jason Hanna, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Philosophy
	Vishnu Zutshi, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Physics
	Mitch Pickerill, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Political Science
	Alecia Santuzzi, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Psychology
	Scott Robinson, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Public Administration 
	 

	Abu Bah, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Sociology
	Alan Polansky, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science
	John Bentley, Ph.D., Chair, Department of World Languages and Cultures
	 

	Judy Santacaterina, M.A., Director, Bachelor of General Studies
	Marlon Millner, Ph.D., Director, Center for Black Studies
	Christina Abreu, Ph.D., Director, Center for Latino and Latin American Studies
	Judy Ledgerwood, Ph.D., Director, Center for Southeast Asian Studies
	 

	Katy Jaekel, Ph.D., Director, Center for the Study of Women, Gender and Sexuality
	Thomas Skuzinski, Ph.D., Director, Institute for the Study of the Environment, Sustainability and Energy
	 

	College of Visual and Performing Arts
	Paul Kassel, M.F.A., Dean
	Ed Klonoski, Ph.D., Associate Dean
	Jessica Labatte, M.F.A., Director, School of Art and Design
	Andrew Glendening, D.M.A., Director, School of Music
	Roxanna Conner, B.A., Director, School of Theatre and Dance
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	In its colors and costumes, the graduation ceremony today dates from the 12th and 13th centuries when universities first began to take shape. Long cloaks or gowns worn by clerics studying in holy orders were probably needed for warmth in the drafty, unheated halls. The hood, originally part of the medieval cowl, could be pulled forward or thrown back according to weather conditions.
	In its colors and costumes, the graduation ceremony today dates from the 12th and 13th centuries when universities first began to take shape. Long cloaks or gowns worn by clerics studying in holy orders were probably needed for warmth in the drafty, unheated halls. The hood, originally part of the medieval cowl, could be pulled forward or thrown back according to weather conditions.
	European universities developed extremely varied, often richly embroidered, academic vestments. Seeking to avoid the complexity and confusion of foreign academic ceremonies, American educators in 1895 adopted a uniform code of dress. Accordingly, the bachelor’s gown is designed to be worn closed and is distinguished primarily by its long pointed sleeves; the master’s gown has oblong sleeves that are cut out at the bottom of the front; the doctor’s gown is distinguished by full bell-shaped sleeves with three
	In the United States, the hood is the most outstanding feature of the academic costume. The length and shape of the hood indicate the degree that is granted. The lining displays the official colors of the university granting the degree. Northern Illinois University’s official colors are cardinal red and black. The velvet trimming indicates the degree.
	The mortarboard cap is an Oxford style. Except for the gold tassels of the doctoral degrees, the colors of the tassels on NIU regalia represent the degrees or certificates to be granted.
	Colors for the hood trimming and tassels are:
	• Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or Master of Arts (M.A.) degree: white
	•  Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) or Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.) degree: brown
	•  Bachelor of Music (B.M.) or Master of Music (M.M.) degree or Performer’s Certificate: pink
	•  Bachelor of Science (B.S.) or Master of Science (M.S.) degree: golden yellow
	•  Bachelor of Science in Education (B.S.Ed.), Master of Science in Education (M.S.Ed.), Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.), Master of Science in Teaching (M.S.TCH), Educational Specialist (Ed.S.), or Specialist in School Psychology (SSP) degree: light blue
	•  Master of Accountancy (M.A.C.), Master of Accounting Science (M.A.S.), Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.), or Master of Science in Taxation (M.S.T.) degree: light brown
	• Master of Public Administration (M.P.A.) degree: peacock blue
	• Master of Public Health (M.P.H.) degree: salmon
	• Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree: purple hood, purple tassel
	• Doctor of Audiology (Au.D.) degree: green hood, gold tassel
	• Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) degree: light blue hood, gold tassel
	•  Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.) degree: apricot orange hood, gold tassel
	• Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree: dark blue hood, gold tassel
	•  Doctor of Physical Therapy (D.P.T.) degree: teal hood, gold tassel
	The colors for the Bachelor of General Studies degree (B.G.S.) and Certificate of Advanced Study (C.A.S.) are determined by the offering college.
	Colors representing the degrees generally have historical associations. For example, the white trim on the hood of the graduates in liberal arts derives from the white fur that lined the winter hood of Oxford masters centuries ago.
	•  A doctoral degree at NIU requires 90 or more semester hours of graduate work beyond the baccalaureate degree and the research and writing of a dissertation, an original contribution to knowledge that is defined in an oral examination.
	•  The Master of Fine Arts degree is a terminal degree in the creative and performing arts; these programs involve 60 semester hours of graduate coursework and culminate in a major one-person show (in art) or scholarly project (theatre arts).
	•  An Educational Specialist degree requires 30 semester hours of coursework beyond the master’s degree; the Performer’s Certificate, 24 semester hours, is usually undertaken after a master’s degree.
	•  Other master’s degrees require a minimum of 30 to 48 semester hours of graduate work (depending upon program); individual programs may require the student to write a thesis or other research paper, produce a show or recital, pass comprehensive examinations, complete an internship or practicum, or undertake other capstone experiences.
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	The University Mace
	The University Mace
	In academic ceremonies, the mace is symbolic of university authority, transcending the tenure of individual presidents. Protocol requires the use of the mace in the processional and recessional of major academic ceremonies. Typically the mace bearer is a highly respected member of the faculty, and they immediately precede the president both entering and leaving the ceremony.
	Designed in 1968 by NIU Art Professor Bill Haendel, the NIU presidential mace was first used at the inauguration of the late President Rhoten Smith. The graceful walnut staff originally featured a four-sided head engraved with quotations from ancient philosophers, writers and founding fathers. In an effort to bring new life to the mace tradition, President Freeman asked students, faculty, staff and alumni to suggest quotations that resonate more meaningfully with today’s university community. School of Art 
	The Presidential Medallion
	The presidential medallion is bestowed upon the university’s chief executive during the investiture ceremony. It is then worn by the president at commencements and other important academic functions. The NIU medallion was designed in 1968 for the inauguration of the late President Rhoten Smith, and its modernistic appearance strongly reflects the prevailing design aesthetic of the period. The six-ounce, 5 1/2-inch medallion which features the initials of the university was created by the late NIU Art Profes
	Academic Procession
	The academic procession is led in by a mace bearer who is a highly respected member of the faculty. The mace bearer is followed by the college’s student marshal, then the platform party. Members of the platform party include the president of the university, the executive vice president and provost, the vice president for research and graduate studies, the dean of the Graduate School, deans of the academic colleges, members of the Board of Trustees and other invited guests. Chairs of the instructional depart
	Quotes Inscribed on the Mace
	“ Public education is our greatest pathway to opportunity in America. So we need to invest in and strengthen our public universities today, and for generations to come.”  —Michelle Obama
	 

	“ Education is not the means of showing people how to get what they want. Education is an exercise by means of which enough people, it is hoped, will learn to want what is worth having.”  —Ronald Reagan
	 

	“ Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.” —Aristotle
	 

	“ The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of true education.” —Martin Luther King Jr.
	 

	“ Education does not change the world. Education changes the people who will change the world.”  —Paulo Freire
	 

	“ Forward, Together Forward.”  —NIU Fight Song
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	Tao Xu, Professor, 
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	Tao Xu, Professor, 
	 
	Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry


	Professor Tao Xu is a faculty member of the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at Northern Illinois University. He received his Ph.D. degree in chemistry from University of Alabama in 2003, and conducted his post-doctoral research at Texas A&M University and Argonne National Laboratory. He joined Northern Illinois University as an assistant professor in 2006 and became a professor of chemistry in 2017. Thirteen graduate students with diverse backgrounds have obtained their Ph.D. in chemistry under Pro
	Professor Tao Xu is a faculty member of the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at Northern Illinois University. He received his Ph.D. degree in chemistry from University of Alabama in 2003, and conducted his post-doctoral research at Texas A&M University and Argonne National Laboratory. He joined Northern Illinois University as an assistant professor in 2006 and became a professor of chemistry in 2017. Thirteen graduate students with diverse backgrounds have obtained their Ph.D. in chemistry under Pro
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	August 2023 Graduate Degree Recipients*
	August 2023 Graduate Degree Recipients*

	The list of graduate degree candidates was compiled from information received from the Graduate School 
	The list of graduate degree candidates was compiled from information received from the Graduate School 
	 
	as of September 2023 and should not be regarded as conclusive evidence of graduation.


	Doctor of Philosophy 
	Doctor of Philosophy 
	Asma Albahi (B.A., Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University; M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois University), “Using UTAUT to Investigate Corporate Acceptance of Optional Online Training Programs in Saudi Arabia.” Department of Educational Technology, Research and Assessment. Major Professor: Ying Xie, Ph.D. 
	Fatmah Naser A. Alnaser * (B.S., King Saud University; M.Ed., University of Otago; M.S., Northern Illinois University), “Improving the ‘Adelic’ Version of the Minkowski-Hiawaka Theorem.” Department of Mathematical Sciences. Major Professor: Jeffrey Thunder, Ph.D. 
	Scot Bauman (B.S., Indiana University; D.P.T., University of Indianapolis), “Factors Leading to Satisfaction Following a Total Knee Arthroplasty.” College of Health and Human Sciences. Major Professors: M.J. Blaschak, Ph.D., and William Pitney, Ed.D.
	Gus Barry Brady (B.S., University of Central Arkansas; M.S., University of Mississippi), “Determining Risk Factors for Adolescent Suicidal Behaviors Within Identified Suicide Clusters.” College of Health and Human Sciences. Major Professor: Shondra Clay, Ph.D. 
	Oliver Camacho * (B.A., M.A., Northeastern Illinois University; M.A., Concordia University Chicago), “Undocumented Students’ Voice, MTSS, and School Counselors’ Mental Health Advocacy: A Transformative Mixed-Methods Study.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Melissa Fickling, Ph.D.
	Prudhvi Raj Varma Chintalapati* (B. Tech., Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University Kakinada; M.S., Southern Illinois University - Carbondale; M.S., Northern Illinois University), “Systematic Study of Projection Biases in Weak Lensing Analysis.” Department of Physics. Major Professors: Vishnu Zutshi, Ph.D., and Gaston Gutierrez, Ph.D.
	Prajkta Satish Chivte * (B.S., M.S., University of Mumbai), “Bioanalytical Studies of Disease Protein Profiles: MALDI-TOF MS.” Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major Professor: Elizabeth Gaillard, Ph.D.
	Justina Marie Clayburn * (B.A., University of Michigan; M.A., Andrews University), “Princes, Princesses, and Socialites: Feminism and Class Transgression in Hollywood Romantic Comedies.” Department of English. Major Professor: Scott Balcerzak, Ph.D.
	Elizabeth Corning * (B.S., University of Alabama; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Serious Conduct Problems and Callous Unemotional Traits in Offending Adolescents: Unique and Shared Contributions of Parenting and Community Risk.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Elizabeth Shelleby, Ph.D.
	Olusola John Dahunsi * (B.S., Obafemi Awolowo University; M.S., Western Illinois University), “Materials and Electrochemical Interfaces for High Energy Density Sodium Metal Batteries.” Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major Professors: Yingwen Cheng, Ph.D., and Elizabeth Gaillard, Ph.D.
	Emily Elizabeth Dalbey * (B.S., Millersville University), “Structural Analysis of Polar Aggregates and Inter-Ionic Distances in Room Temperature Ionic Liquids.” Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major Professor: Ralph Wheeler, Ph.D.
	A.J. Dick (B.S., University of Evansville), “Computational Modeling, Simulation, and Potential Applications of Optical Stochastic Cooling.” Department of Physics. Major Professor: Philippe Piot, Ph.D.
	Jerian Dixon-Evans (B.S., Logan College of Chiropractic; M.S., University of St. Francis), “The Impact of Race on Quality of Life of the Aged After Heart Transplant or Long-Term Mechanical Circulatory Support.” College of Health and Human Sciences. Major Professor: Kathryn Mazurek, Ph.D.
	Amy Elizabeth Erickson * (B.A., Aurora University; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “’Killers Who Preach’: Construction, Tradition, and Social Critique in the ‘Victorian’ Horror Musical.” Department of English. Major Professor: David Gorman, Ph.D.
	Kassahun Mamo Geleta * (B.A., Haramaya University; M.S., Mekelle University; M.A., M.S., Northern Illinois University), “Three Essays on the Effect of Parental Income and Labor Supply on Child Health and Labor Market.” Department of Economics. Major Professor: Virginia Wilcox, Ph.D.
	Benjamin Goka (B.Ed., University of Cape Coast; M.A., Ball State University), “Addition Reactions 
	of Olefinic Heterocycles and 4-Hydroxycoumarins.” Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major Professor: Douglas Klumpp, Ph.D.
	Rebecca Lynne Jarzynski * (B.A., M.S., University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire), “Early Intervention Speech-Language Pathologists’ Knowledge, Beliefs, and Practices Surrounding Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Assessment Practices for Dual Language Learners.” College of Health and Human Sciences. Major Professor: Milijana Buac, Ph.D.
	Simi Jesto Joseph (B.S., Manipal Academy of Higher Education; M.S., North Park University; D.N.P., Loyola University), “Feasibility, Acceptability, and Clinical Effectiveness of Advanced Practice Nurse-Led Virtual Clinically Integrated Practice Model for the Management of Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease in an Outpatient Setting: A Comparative Study.” College of Health and Human Sciences. Major Professor: Henna Muzaffar, Ph.D.
	Jacob R. Kaelin (B.S., Northern Illinois University), “Advancements in Engineered Nanomaterial Synthesis for Selective Oxygen Reduction Reaction Catalysts and Fundamental Electrochemical Studies of Lead-Acid Batteries.” Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major Professor: Elizabeth Gaillard, Ph.D. 
	Bharat Kumar Kale * (B.S., Acharya Nagarjuna University; M.S., Northern Illinois University), “Visualizing Dynamic Multivariate Networks.” Department of Computer Science. Major Professors: Michael Papka, Ph.D., and Maoyuan Sun, Ph.D.
	Doctor of Philosophy 
	continued
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	Robert Thomas Keating * (B.S., Pennsylvania State University; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “A Test and Extension of Workplace Inclusion Theory: Clarifying Relationships Between Organizational Inclusion Practices, Employees’ Feelings of Inclusion, and Associated Well-Being and Work Outcomes.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Alecia Santuzzi, Ph.D.
	Chaitanya Kondam * (B.S., Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University Hyderabad; M.S., Western Illinois University; M.S., Northern Illinois University), “Design, Synthesis, and Evaluation of Human Phoshodiesterase-4 Enzyme and Fungal Acetyl Coa Synthetase Enzyme.” Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major Professor: Timothy Hagen, Ph.D. 
	Elena Victorovna Krivyakina * (B.S., Cherepovets State University), “Strongly-Correlated Electron Systems: Alkaline- and Rare-Earth Manganese- and Nickel-Based Perovskites.” Department of Physics. Major Professor: Omar Chmaissem, Ph.D.
	Xinyi Liu (B.S., M.S., Wuhan Institute of Technology), “Insight into the Nanostructure of ‘Water-in-Salt’ Solutions: A Small-Angle X-ray Scattering (SAXS) Study on Imide-Based Lithium Salts Aqueous Solutions.” Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major Professors: Elizabeth Gaillard, Ph.D., and Tao Li, Ph.D.
	Cheryl L.B. Manning (B.S., M.S., Montana State University), “Methods for Investigating Geo-STEM Learning Ecosystems: A Case-Study of Illinois Earth Science Teachers.” Department of Earth, Atmosphere and Environment. Major Professor: Nicole LaDue, Ph.D.
	Erin Rochelle McKay * (B.S., Texas Christian University; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Intergenerational Transmission of Parenting: Does Emotion Regulation Buffer the Effect of Negative Early Care Experiences on the Cortisol Stress Response and Subsequent Caregiving?” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: David Bridgett, Ph.D.
	Lauren Therese McNeela (B.A., Saint Mary’s College; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Building from the Family Stress Model: Examining the Role of Maternal Impulsivity and Neighborhood Collective Efficacy on Adolescent Psychological Syptoms.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Laura Pittman, Ph.D.
	Limeng Ong (B.A., American University of Phnom Penh; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Patterns of Co-Optation and Repression In Autocracies: Lessons from Cambodia and Beyond.” Department of Political Science. Major Professors: Kheang Un, Ph.D., and Colin Kuehl, Ph.D.
	Sandesh Sharma Pandit * (B.S., Purbanchal University; M.S., Northern Illinois University), “Homeobox Transcription Factor HbxA Influences Expression of over One Thousand Genes in the Model Fungus Aspergillus Nidulans.” Department of Biological Sciences. Major Professor: Ana Calvo, Ph.D.
	Niyati Patel (B.S., University of Illinois at Chicago), “Utilizing VHH Domains As Stabilization Modules and Designing of a Synthetic VHH Library to Create Novel Antibodies.” Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major Professor: James Horn, Ph.D.
	Brittany Nicole Price (B.A., University of Miami; M.S., California State University - Fullerton), “Late 
	Holocene Terrestrial Hydroclimate Reconstructions from Regions Influenced by Linked Pacific Ocean-Atmospheric Processes.” Department of Earth, Atmosphere and Environment. Major Professor: Nathan Stansell, Ph.D.
	Anica Tasnim Protity * (B.S., M.S., University of Dhaka; M.S., Northern Illinois University), “Metabolic Engineering of Escherichia Coli for N-Acetyl-Glucosamine Production.” Department of Biological Sciences. Major Professor: Shengde Zhou, Ph.D.
	DaShae Rodriguez-Harris * (B.S., Illinois State University; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Assessing Engagement in Bully Participant Behaviors for Children and Adolescents with Autism Spectrum Disorder.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Christine Malecki, Ph.D.
	Ericka Ann Schaeffer (B.S., University of Wisconsin - Whitewater; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “The Effects of Prenatal and Perinatal Alcohol Exposure on Adult Mouse Behavior.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Douglas Wallace, Ph.D.
	Yaxiong Shao (B.S., Yangtze University; M.S., Capital Normal University; M.S., Northern Illinois University), “Modeling Spatial Access to Healthcare.” Department of Earth, Atmosphere and Environment. Major Professor: Wei Luo, Ph.D.
	Ishpriya Sharma * (B.S., M.S., Panjab University), “Screening and Identification of Potential Inhibitors of Rickettsia Prowazekii Methionine Aminopeptidase and Development of Thermal Shift Assay for Burkholderia Pseudomallei IspF and SARS-Cov-2 3CL Protease.” Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major Professors: Timothy Hagen, Ph.D., and James Horn, Ph.D.
	John David Sieker * (B.A., M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Orphan Hermeneutics: Refashioning Archetypes in 19th-Century Epic Prose Fiction.” Department of English. Major Professor: Jeffrey Einboden, Ph.D.
	Yuqing Song (B.S., University of Bridgeport; M.B.A., University of Illinois at Chicago; M.P.H., Benedictine University), “Essays on Parental Migration in China and Performance of Two Asset Pricing Models.” Department of Economics. Major Professor: Virginia Wilcox, Ph.D.
	Journey Lynne Steward (B.A., Northern Michigan University; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Immigrants or Prostitutes?: ‘White Slavery’ Panics and Reform in France, England, and the United States, 1885-1915.” Department of History. Major Professor: Sean Farrell, Ph.D.
	Alister John Tencate (B.S., Idaho State University), “A High-Precision Electron Emission Model: Computational Methods for Nanoscale Structures.” Department of Physics. Major Professor: Bela Erdelyi, Ph.D.
	Lee Wells (B.S.Ed., Northern Illinois University; M.A., University of Chicago), “A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of Factors Associated with Burnout Among Early Childhood Education and Care Providers.” College of Health and Human Sciences. Major Professor: Thomas Pavkov, Ph.D.
	Fan Xia (B.S., Huazhong University of Science and Technology), “Chevrel Phase Materials for Electrocatalytic Chemical Conversion.” Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Major Professors: Victor Ryzhov, Ph.D., and Yingwen Cheng, Ph.D.
	Doctor of Education 
	Rateeba Turki Y. Algoufi (B.S., Girls Teacher College of Education at Jeddah; M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois University), “K-12 Teachers’ Perceptions and Experiences in Their Teaching Practices of Utilizing Multimedia in Online Learning.” Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Major Professor: Jodi Lampi, Ph.D.
	Keri Anne Alioto (B.A., Ball State University; M.S.Ed., Indiana University), “Leaving My Mark in White Spaces”: A Critical Qualitative Case Study Exploring Black/African American Undergraduate Women’s Perceptions of the Campus Environment’s Influence.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Carrie Kortegast, Ph.D.
	Betsy Ann Brantner (B.A., University of Iowa; M.A., Olivet Nazarene University), “Elementary Education Teachers’ Experiences with Teaching Children with Trauma to Learn How to Hope.” Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Major Professor: Eui-kyung Shin, Ph.D.
	F. Michelle Bringas (B.S., M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois University), “The Power of One: The Journey of an Asian Undocumented Student.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: LaVerne Gyant, Ph.D.
	Christopher Bronke (B.A., Millikin University; M.A., Saint Xavier University; M.A., Concordia University Chicago; Ed.S., Northern Illinois University), “Standards-Based Grading in Traditional Grading Contexts: A Case Study in Asynchronous Professional Development.” Department of Leadership, Educational Psychology and Foundations. Major Professor: Benjamin Creed, Ph.D.
	Kristen Goodman Bronke (B.S., Millikin University; M.A., Saint Xavier University; M.A., Concordia University Chicago; Ed.S., Northern Illinois University), “Interventions Utilized to Improve Attendance Amongst Secondary Students Experiencing School-Refusal Behaviors.” Department of Leadership, Educational Psychology and Foundations. Major Professor: Kelly Summers, Ph.D.
	Tricia Lee Broughton * (B.S., Southern Illinois University - Carbondale; M.P.A., University of Illinois at Springfield), “Does the Degree Matter? Understanding Employer Hiring Perspectives on Community College.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Carrie Kortegast, Ph.D.
	Amanda Lee Clark * (B.S., Illinois State University; M.A., University of Illinois at Springfield), “Fourth and Fifth Grade Reading Teachers’ Perceptions of Differentiated Reading Instruction.” Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Major Professor: Eui-kyung Shin, Ph.D.
	Robert Cook (B.A., Quincy University; M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois University), “High School Interrupted: A Case Study of Postsecondary Pathways and College Choices Following the COVID-19 Pandemic.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Carrie Kortegast, Ph.D.
	Lee Cravens (B.A., Indiana University; M.S.W., Loyola University), “The Transformative Power of Student Affairs Case Management: A Qualitative Case Study.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professors: Gudrun Nyunt, Ph.D., and Quortne Hutchings, Ph.D.
	Nancy Deegan (B.A., Arizona State University; M.L.I.S., San Jose State University), “’Some of My Best Friends Are Librarians’: A Case Study of Community College Faculty Perceptions and Usage of the Academic Library.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Kathryn Jaekel, Ph.D.
	Melissa Ann Dudic (B.S., University of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign; M.A., DePaul University; M.A., Concordia University Chicago), “Perceptions on Detracking Secondary Mathematics Classes and Individual and Collective Teacher Efficacy Beliefs for Teaching in Heterogeneous, Inclusive Classes.” Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Major Professor: Eui-kyung Shin, Ph.D.
	Mukesh George * (B.S., AdventHealth University; M.A., National Louis University), “The Relationship Between Fully Online Gateway Science Courses and Student Academic Performance in Health Career Associate Degree Programs.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Xiaodan Hu, Ph.D.
	Dianne Joyce Hoekstra * (B.N., University of Manitoba; M.S., Purdue University - Calumet), “Evaluation of a Math and Medication Administration Proficiency Program in a Pre-Licensure Nursing Program.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professors: Gudrun Nyunt, Ph.D., and Jacqueline Mac, Ph.D.
	Jessica Lynn Hurt (B.S., Illinois State University; M.A., Aurora University; Ed.S., Northern Illinois University), “Retention of Teachers of Color in Predominantly White Suburban Schools.” Department of Leadership, Educational Psychology and Foundations. Major Professor: Tiffany Puckett, Ph.D.
	Luevinus Muhammad * (B.A., M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois University), “What a Difference a Day Makes: A Qualitative Case Study on Student Experiences of Involvement in Clubs and Organizations During COVID-19.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Gudrun Nyunt, Ph.D.
	Mark Edward Orszula Jr. * (B.S., M.S., M.S.Ed., Ed.S., Northern Illinois University), “Fidelity in Which School Districts Are Prepared to Implement Their Reunification Plan in the Event of a Tragedy or Emergency.” Department of Leadership, Educational Psychology and Foundations. Major Professor: Kelly Summers, Ph.D.
	Jessica Isabel Pickel (B.A., M.S.Ed., University of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign), “Placement Measures in Dual Credit: A Quantitative Study.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Xiaodan Hu, Ph.D.
	Timothy Emmett Pritchard * (B.S., Northern Illinois University; M.S.Ed., DePaul University), “Exploring Veteran Teachers’ Implementation of Social Emotional Learning Interventions.” Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Major Professor: Eui-kyung Shin, Ph.D.
	Vasumathi Raman (B.A., M.A., University of Madras), “Open Educational Resources and Student Success in a Hispanic-Serving Community College: Do Ethnicity and Financial Needs Matter?” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Xiaodan Hu, Ph.D.
	Doctor of Education 
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	Naina Richards (B.A., University of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign; M.S.Ed., University of Illinois at Chicago), “Perceptions of Mental Health Support Services Among South Asian Students.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Kathryn Jaekel, Ph.D.
	Darrell Robin * (B.A., M.A., DePaul University), “The Quality of Centers of Teaching and Learning: What We See and What We Don’t.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Kathryn Jaekel, Ph.D.
	Manuel Rodriguez * (B.S., University of Puerto Rico; M.S., University of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign), “Understanding How Participation in Cocurricular Activities Influences the Science Identity Development of Low-Income Students in Stem at a Community College.” Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Major Professor: Carrie Kortegast, Ph.D.
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	Students listed here have applied to graduate at the end of the fall semester and are being considered as candidates to graduate with Degrees with Distinction. Grade point averages are computed on the basis of all work attempted during those semesters which include the last 45 hours of work completed and in progress toward this degree at NIU. 
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	Please also be advised that some names may have been omitted due to the student not meeting the GPA requirement at the time of printing this booklet; conversely, some students listed may not receive the honor indicated. The appropriate honor will be noted on both the student’s diploma and official transcript. 
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	Joanne Pera Velasquez 
	Christian Charles Veselits 
	Elizabeth G. Vieyra 
	Marcelli Angelique Vios 
	Jennalyn Maryann Walker 
	Latonia Charease Warren 
	Leslie D. Wilcher 
	Hope Jessica Williams 
	Heather Winterland 
	Amanda R. Zedwick
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	Varun Varma Alluri 
	Christopher Michael Babicz 
	Eduardo Bahena- Avila 
	Sonii Barnes 
	JaRon Isaiah Barthelemy 
	Borislav Borissof Borissof 
	Alexander Bueno 
	Jiun-Han Chang 
	Jesus Alejandro Cuevas 
	Rushad Behram Daboo 
	Elizabeth Gabrielle Davis 
	Kyle Robert Douglas 
	Marisol Franco 
	Nicole Angelie Gardner 
	Kyle James Garhan 
	Jason Brian Hajdukovic 
	Ayaan Haq 
	Nichole Lynn Harper 
	Allen Charles Hibbe 
	Devan Alexander Janssen 
	Devan Alexander Janssen 
	Cameron Michael Kalmas 
	Jordan Richard Kempa 
	Chelsea Manoj 
	Makkah Hasana Mujahid 
	Beatris Ortiz 
	Eugene Pillow Jr
	Jonathan Ezekiel Ponder 
	Moriah N. Prewitt 
	Jonathan Quintero 
	Ishan Tej Rai 
	Angel Rodriguez 
	Tannya M. Serrano 
	Ava Victoria Siano 
	Tyler Skuran 
	Detwan Marquise Smith 
	Haley M. Stastny 
	Nhu Quynh Tran 
	Lucas Van Poucke 
	Nicholas Thomas Varga 
	Madeleine Vinz 
	Hunter Brenton Wahl 
	Ishaun Loving Henry Walker 
	Kyle Christopher Wright 
	College of Education 
	Deyci Andrade 
	Austin Robert Asplen 
	Shannon Lynn Bennett 
	Natasha Lashon Bomar 
	Kimberly Rae Brogan 
	Holly Michelle Carey 
	Michelle Scoville Carlin 
	Noah Andrew Carlock 
	Justin David Carlton 
	Madison Marie Craft 
	Elise Celine Craven 
	Anthony Jordan Davis 
	Felicia Nicole Davis 
	Niko Romualdo Derain 
	Anyssa Rose Duncan 
	Monique Gail Dusek-Sparacino 
	Dionne Elaine Edgerton 
	Isaac Esquivias 
	Hannah Naomi Golden 
	Blanca Iris Gonzalez 
	Morgan Christopher Grant 
	Cassidy Jo Gray 
	Sonia Guillen 
	Erica Guzman 
	Natalie Hamp 
	Renee Elyse Hansen 
	Mandy Davis Hanson 
	Natasha R. Harris 
	Tatiana Marah Hart 
	Alexis Irene Henderson 
	Ashley Cline Hernandez 
	Matthew James Herring 
	Michael Anakin Hoeppner 
	Matthew Jens Howard 
	Ryan Freeman Jones 
	Mason Patrick Kelley 
	Sarah Dorothy Koltonuk 
	Gabriel Matthew Lichlyter 
	Sarah Noel Lucansky 
	Valeria G. Mangato 
	Monica Maravilla 
	Jacob Patrick McGuire 
	Tarra Delisa McIntosh 
	Shannon Lee Morris 
	Carter D. Moss 
	Elian Rasheed Musgrave-Dalzon 
	Dillon Wayne Nichols 
	Jaynee Marie Norgart Schissel 
	Claudia Olvera 
	Margi Patel 
	Dean Micheal Pisano 
	Erin Marie Reid 
	William Ravalo Resurreccion 
	Thomas John Robertson 
	Charisma Maleigh Robinson 
	David Saldana
	Helen Sanchez 
	Juan Carlos Sanchez 
	Uriel Amaury Saucedo 
	Daniel B. Schenk 
	Allison Kimberly Schneyr 
	Zachary John Schwarzbach 
	Jayla Diane Thomas 
	Olivia Francine Torre 
	Olivia Alyson Tyrrell 
	Yesenia Vargas 
	Joanne Georgette Vonoppen 
	James Richard Zucker
	College of Engineering and 
	Engineering Technology 
	Kevin Louis Berry 
	Ricardo Alonso Briones 
	Edward Ira Carter III
	Ryan Jay Chantos 
	Emma I. De La Cruz 
	John Thomas Detloff 
	Yaw Poku Enin 
	Jason G. Henry II
	Daniel Joseph Ibarra 
	Aman A. Madani 
	Neftali Martinez 
	Daniel Paul Massat 
	Zackary R. Mazzoni 
	Jorge Ortiz 
	Karla Esmeralda Perez Lopez 
	Isaac Ramon Quinonez 
	Yves Saint- Ghislain Begere 
	Phillip Joseph Tomich 
	Merritt Craig Walker V
	Mohamed Ashraf Yousef
	College of Health and 
	Human Sciences 
	Jarret Lee Berggren 
	Sarah Elizabeth Boblink 
	Derek Hunter Bos 
	Alexander Bravo 
	Kayla Shania Calvin 
	Di’Avion Ja’Maria Capers 
	Jasmine Corral 
	Colleen Marie Cozzie 
	Christian J. Czesak 
	Tatyana Kattie Dean 
	Emily N. Drozd 
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	Karson Elise Edwards-Fournier 
	Makelya Foster 
	Esbeidi Garcia 
	Andrea Gonzalez 
	Trinity Alexis Horton I
	Harmain Jari Jr
	Lily Claudine Kacys 
	Ashley Danielle King 
	Mallorie Rose Koc 
	David Lee Kramp 
	Brae-lyn Lieske 
	Franco Ray Maggiolini 
	Angela Lynn Mayer 
	Alexandra Emma Norgard 
	Odinakachi Enyinnaya Ogbulafor 
	Miriam Ortiz 
	Madison Grace Ostrega 
	Dharaben Rameshkumar Patel 
	Erin Ann Pettey 
	Adam Edward Robison 
	Jorge Robles 
	Kendel Morgen Sahm 
	Alexia Ysabel Dino Santos 
	Ashley Nicole Schultz 
	Sintia Noemi Stewart 
	Abigail Genevieve Taylor 
	Kylie Alexis Thoms 
	Amanda Kay Vossoughi 
	Marie Barbara Zolfo 
	College of Liberal Arts
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	Faisal Ahmad 
	Grace Elizabeth Analla 
	Kegan Ralph Anderson 
	Chanel Nesera Bandele 
	Rachel Joo Mee Bartak 
	Carley Ann Becker 
	Ethan Joshua Bengson 
	Rataksh Bhardwaj 
	Anna Alina Mayoral Borzuta 
	Alexander Conception Brown 
	David Allen Burton Jr
	Melissa Angel Caballero 
	Lizahira Cadenas 
	Jacob Francis Catini 
	Mason Randall Clark 
	Tiffany Irene Clash-Shaw 
	Lourdes Contreras 
	Akshea Shalai Conway 
	Stephanie Ann Corona 
	Adell Aaron Crump III
	Marek Kristopher Czajkowski 
	Kaitlin Marie Dacanay 
	Kelsy Cristina Daluga 
	Elijah Lee David 
	Daisy Delgado 
	Tyler James Easterling 
	Nathan Taylor Eaton 
	Joshua I. Escala 
	Daniyal Fazil 
	Amber Lynn Foster 
	Veronica Lee Giambrone 
	Madison L. Gilbreth 
	Blane Michael Allas Gorospe 
	Janelle Linnea Hammond 
	Kaylynn Amanda Havens 
	Megan Leigh Hawkins 
	Ikea Alicia Henderson 
	Jose C. Hernandez Jr
	Calvin Jackson Jr
	Ilyssa C. Jemerson 
	Brandon James Johnson 
	Katee Lee Johnson 
	Taiylor L. Karasewski 
	Ellie Lynn Kirane 
	Seneca Ray Knapik-Christensen 
	Dylan Charles Kozlick 
	John Edward Kubacha II
	Jacob Kenneth LaGreca 
	Juvenal Landeros Jr
	Jessica Landmeier
	Noah Russell Laney 
	Nguyen Khanh Le 
	Reyes Leon Jr
	Daniel Scott Levernier 
	Jaliyah L. Lofton 
	Cesar Gavrie Lopez 
	Jacqueline Lupercio 
	Brian McKinley Lynn 
	Barbara Marquez 
	Connor Roger McAuley 
	James Joseph McDermott 
	Rachel Marie Meister 
	Ashley Samantha Montano 
	Angela Pauline Moreno 
	Jaraiyia Alize’ Morris 
	John William Nomikos 
	Jacob Christopher Norton 
	Jacob Christopher Norton 
	David John Ostman 
	Bibiana Pasillas 
	Dhruvit Vinodchandra Patel 
	Caleb Jabez Pittman 
	Julia Christie Popovich 
	Dasha Denia Monay Randle 
	Aliya Rangel 
	Scott Joseph Rescigno 
	Jael Suzannah Rexroat 
	Gregory Alexander Reynolds 
	Jackson Patrick Rich 
	Diamond Crystal Riley 
	Brittany Laneisha Robinson-Fox 
	Angel Rodriguez 
	Lesley Teresa Sanchez 
	Donna Jean Saulka 
	Richard William Anthony Schaller 
	Jennifer Schrank 
	Rebecca Ann Schwartz 
	Evan Michael Sheriff 
	Juan Carlos Sifuentes Jr
	Catherine K. Smith 
	Naomi Solis - Campos 
	Paul Donald Spiller III
	Scott Alan Stevens 
	Brandon Alexander Stirn 
	Alexander Craig Szafranski 
	Parker Daniel Test 
	Ariel Alexis Janise Thompson 
	Marcus Tokpah 
	Jacob Thomas Trapp 
	Jonathan Verdi 
	Petra Viveros 
	Ieshia Lonje Waller 
	Nyah Nataisha Washington 
	Aniya J. Williams 
	Arevon Jadel Williams 
	Adara Elizabeth Winkowski 
	Monti Wong 
	Adira Crystal Zachrel 
	Jared Anthony Zilic 
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	Chloe Marina Insley 
	Taoyu Lai 
	Melody Joy San Martin 
	Brendan Russell Scanlan 
	Catherine K. Smith 
	Grace Marie Sniegowski 
	Joshua Scott Tulisiak 
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	This list of August undergraduate degree recipients was compiled from information received from the Office of Registration and Records 
	This list of August undergraduate degree recipients was compiled from information received from the Office of Registration and Records 
	as of September. These students have successfully completed all of the necessary requirements for the official certification and awarding of 
	their respective degree at the end of the summer semester. 

	Honors are noted for those undergraduate students who either graduated as part of the University Honors Program or graduated with a 
	Honors are noted for those undergraduate students who either graduated as part of the University Honors Program or graduated with a 
	Degree with Distinction.

	In order to graduate with a Degree with Distinction a student must have completed at least 60 semester hours of work at NIU. Grade point 
	In order to graduate with a Degree with Distinction a student must have completed at least 60 semester hours of work at NIU. Grade point 
	averages are computed on the basis of all work attempted during those semesters which include the last 60 hours of work completed at NIU.

	Degrees with distinction awarded as follows: 
	Cum Laude 3.50 to 3.749; Magna Cum Laude 3.75 to 3.899; Summa Cum Laude 3.90 to 4.00.
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	Faisal Ahmad 
	Shannon Lynn Bennett 
	Natasha Lashon Bomar 
	Kimberly Rae Brogan 
	Michelle Scoville Carlin 
	Justin David Carlton 
	Lourdes Contreras 
	Madison Marie Craft 
	Elise Celine Craven 
	Monique Gail Dusek-Sparacino 
	Dionne Elaine Edgerton 
	Blanca Iris Gonzalez 
	Sonia Guillen 
	Erica Guzman 
	Natalie Hamp 
	Renee Elyse Hansen 
	Mandy Davis Hanson 
	Natasha R. Harris 
	Alexis Irene Henderson 
	Matthew James Herring 
	Katee Lee Johnson 
	Sarah Dorothy Koltonuk 
	Reyes Leon Jr
	Tarra Delisa McIntosh 
	Ashley Samantha Montano 
	Shannon Lee Morris 
	John William Nomikos 
	Claudia Olvera 
	Bibiana Pasillas 
	Margi Patel 
	Angel Rodriguez 
	Angel Rodriguez 
	David Saldana 
	Richard William Anthony Schaller 
	Allison Kimberly Schneyr 
	Jennifer Schrank 
	Ashley Nicole Schultz 
	Kylie Alexis Thoms 
	Yesenia Vargas 
	Madeleine Vinz 
	Joanne Georgette Vonoppen 
	Adira Crystal Zachrel 
	MAGNA CUM LAUDE
	Deyci Andrade 
	Austin Robert Asplen 
	Christopher Michael Babicz 
	Chanel Nesera Bandele 
	Derek Hunter Bos 
	Christian J. Czesak 
	John Thomas Detloff 
	Anyssa Rose Duncan 
	Makelya Foster 
	Veronica Lee Giambrone 
	Madison L. Gilbreth 
	Jose C. Hernandez Jr
	Ryan Freeman Jones 
	Mason Patrick Kelley 
	Ellie Lynn Kirane 
	Brae-lyn Lieske 
	Jacqueline Lupercio 
	Jacob Patrick McGuire 
	Alexandra Emma Norgard 
	Jaynee Marie Norgart Schissel 
	Zachary John Schwarzbach 
	Grace Marie Sniegowski 
	Abigail Genevieve Taylor 
	Jayla Diane Thomas 
	Olivia Francine Torre 
	Hunter Brenton Wahl 
	CUM LAUDE
	Jarret Lee Berggren 
	Borislav Borissof Borissof 
	Alexander Conception Brown 
	Alexander Bueno 
	Holly Michelle Carey 
	Ryan Jay Chantos 
	Tiffany Irene Clash-Shaw 
	Elizabeth Gabrielle Davis 
	Felicia Nicole Davis 
	Emma I. De La Cruz 
	Isaac Esquivias 
	Janelle Linnea Hammond 
	Nichole Lynn Harper 
	Ikea Alicia Henderson 
	Ashley Cline Hernandez 
	Michael Anakin Hoeppner 
	Chloe Marina Insley 
	Devan Alexander Janssen 
	Cameron Michael Kalmas 
	Mallorie Rose Koc 
	Cesar Gavrie Lopez 
	Neftali Martinez 
	Angela Lynn Mayer 
	Angela Pauline Moreno 
	Carter D. Moss 
	Dillon Wayne Nichols 
	Erin Ann Pettey 
	Dean Micheal Pisano 
	Julia Christie Popovich 
	Erin Marie Reid 
	Adam Edward Robison 
	Kendel Morgen Sahm 
	Yves Saint- Ghislain Begere 
	Evan Michael Sheriff 
	Paul Donald Spiller III
	Alexander Craig Szafranski 
	Marcus Tokpah 
	Nicholas Thomas Varga 
	Nyah Nataisha Washington 
	Adara Elizabeth Winkowski 
	Jared Anthony Zilic 
	Marie Barbara Zolfo 
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	Hail, NIU
	Hail, NIU

	Hail to thee our Alma Mater,
	ever shall we praise your name.
	Here we proudly lift our voices,
	thousands strong we sing your fame.
	Free, steadfast, devoted, true.
	We will always stand by you.
	Let our cheers resound for Northern:
	Hail, NIU.
	by Wilbur Smith (1957)
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	This commencement program lists the names of individuals who have applied for graduation on the presumption that all the requirements have been, or will have been, met by the end of the semester. To be listed in this program, individuals were required to apply for graduation by the respective posted dates at the Graduate School or at the Office of Registration and Records. The fact that a candidate’s name is listed in this program does not indicate that they will in fact qualify for graduation.
	Photographs
	A professional photograph of each graduate will be taken during the ceremony by Grad Images. To ensure that all graduates and their families and friends can view and enjoy the ceremony, we ask that guests be considerate of one another when taking photographs.
	Nondisclosure of Directory Information
	In accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, students who have chosen not to release directory information to public disclosure (which includes, but is not limited to, degrees conferred) will not appear in this program.
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