


Dear Class of 2020,
It has a distinct ring to it: “Class of 2020.”

Indeed, you are special. Youve worked hard. Youve studied hard. Youve sharpened your critical-thinking
skills and expanded your horizons. Earning your degree is an important achievement in your life, a
milestone that will pave the way for your future.

For our future.

You follow in the footsteps of Huskies of the past. They, too, worked hard and accomplished much during
their time at NIU. But we all know that, for the Class of 2020, your achievements are unique. They came
in the midst of unprecedented uncertainty, crisis and change.

No one could have predicted that a pandemic would turn our world upside down, would force NIU and
universities nationwide to pivot to remote learning. During this precarious time, you pressed on. You did
this despite considerable hardships—a new way of learning, financial challenges, responsibilities for the
care of children, parents, grandparents and neighbors.

While the world was reeling, you kept your focus.

During this time of change and upheaval, I'm heartened by the knowledge that our future is in good
hands. You have the skills, and the values, to make a difference. I have no doubt the NIU Class of 2020
will change our world for the better.

1t was our full intention to celebrate your achievements with your family and friends together on our NIU
campus. Unfortunately, the health crisis prevented a timely commencement ceremony. Yet, that must not
prevent us from taking stock of your achievements and celebrating your success.

On bebalf of the provost, deans, faculty and Board of Trustees, I congratulate you on your extraordinary
accomplishments. Perhaps more than any graduation class in NIUs 125-year history, the Class of 2020
affirms the spirit of our community and embodies the three words: Huskies. Never. Quit.

Forward Together,

Al

Lisa C. Freeman
President
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Academic Regalia

In its colors and costumes, the graduation ceremony today dates
from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, when universities first
began to take shape. Long cloaks or gowns worn by clerics studying
in holy orders were probably needed for warmth in the drafty,
unheated halls. The hood, originally part of the medieval cowl,
could be pulled forward or thrown back according to weather
conditions.

European universities developed extremely varied, often richly
embroidered, academic vestments. Seeking to avoid the complexity
and confusion of foreign academic ceremonies, American educators
in 1895 adopted a uniform code of dress. Accordingly, the
bachelor’s gown is designed to be worn closed and is distinguished
primarily by its long pointed sleeves; the master’s gown has oblong
sleeves that are cut out at the bottom of the front; the doctor’s
gown is distinguished by full bell-shaped sleeves with three velvet
bars on the upper arms and velvet panels down the front.

In the United States, the hood is the most outstanding feature
of the academic costume. The length and shape of the hood
indicate the degree that is granted. The lining displays the official
colors of the university granting the degree. Northern Illinois
University’s official colors are cardinal red and black. The velvet
trimming indicates the degree.

The mortarboard cap is an Oxford style. Except for the gold
tassels of the doctoral degrees, the colors of the tassels on NIU
regalia represent the degrees or certificates to be granted.

Colors for the hood trimming and tassels are:
* Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or Master of Arts (M.A.) degree: white

¢ Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) or Master of Fine Arts (M.FA.)
degree: brown

* Bachelor of Music (B.M.) or Master of Music (M.M.) degree or
Performer’s Certificate: pink

* Bachelor of Science (B.S.) or Master of Science (M.S.) degree:
golden yellow

¢ Bachelor of Science in Education (B.S.Ed.), Master of Science in
Education (M.S.Ed.), Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.),
Master of Science in Teaching (M.S. TCH) or, Educational
Specialist (Ed.S.) degree: light blue

* Master of Accounting Science (M.A.S.), Master of Business
Administration (M.B.A.), or Master of Science in Taxation

(M.S.T.) degree: light brown
* Master of Public Administration (M.RA.) degree: peacock blue
* Master of Public Health (M.P.H.) degree: salmon
* Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree: purple hood, purple tassel
* Doctor of Audiology (Au.D.) degree: green hood, gold tassel
* Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) degree: light blue hood, gold rassel
* Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree: orange hood, gold tassel
* Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree: dark blue hood, gold tassel
* Doctor of Physical Therapy (D.RT.) degree: teal hood, gold tassel

The colors for the Bachelor of General Studies degree (B.G.S.)
and Certificate of Advanced Study (C.A.S.) are determined by
the offering college.

Colors representing the degrees generally have historical
associations. For example, the white trim on the hood of the
graduates in liberal arts derives from the white fur that lined the
winter hood of Oxford masters centuries ago.

* A Doctoral degree at NIU requires 90 or more semester hours
of graduate work beyond the baccalaureate degree and the
research and writing of a dissertation, an original contribution
to knowledge that is defined in an oral examination.

* The Master of Fine Arts degree is a terminal degree in the
creative and performing arts; these programs involve 60 semester
hours of graduate course work and culminate in a major one-
person show (in art) or scholarly project (theatre arts).

* An Educational Specialist degree requires 30 semester hours
of course work beyond the master’s degree; the Performer’s
Certificate, 24 semester hours, usually undertaken after a
master’s degree.

* Other master’s degrees require a minimum of 30-48 semester
hours of graduate work (depending upon program); individual
programs may require the student to write a thesis or other
research paper, produce a show or recital, pass comprehensive
examinations, complete an internship or practicum, or
undertake other capstone experiences.




Academic Tradition

The University Mace

In academic ceremonies, the mace is symbolic of university
authority, transcending the tenure of individual presidents. Protocol
requires the use of the mace in the processional and recessional of
major academic ceremonies. Typically the mace bearer is a highly
respected member of the faculty, and he or she immediately precedes
the president both entering and leaving the ceremony.

Designed in 1968 by NIU Art Professor Bill Haendel, the NIU
presidential mace was first used at the inauguration of the late
President Rhoten Smith. The graceful walnut staff originally
featured a four-sided head engraved with quotations from ancient
philosophers, writers and founding fathers. In an effort to bring
new life to the mace tradition, President Freeman asked students,
faculty, staff and alumni to suggest quotations that resonate more
meaningfully with today’s university community. School of Art
Professor James Obermeier and his students reconstructed the mace
to include six sides, each bearing a quotation about the universty

life and the role of education in a free society.

New Mace Quotes

“Public education is our greatest
pathway to opportunity in America.
So we need to invest in and strengthen
our public universities today, and for
generations to come.”

—Michelle Obama

“Education is not the means of showing people how to get what
they want. Education is an exercise by means of which enough
people, it is hoped, will learn to want what is worth having.”
—Ronald Reagan

“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education
at all.” —Aristotle

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and
to think critically. Intelligence plus character — that is the goal of
true education.” —Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Education does not change the world. Education changes the
people who will change the world.” —Paulo Freire

“Forward, Together Forward.” —NIU Fight Song

The Presidential Medallion

The presidential medallion is bestowed upon the university’s
chief executive during the investiture ceremony. It is then worn
by the president at commencements and other important
academic functions. The NIU medallion was designed in 1968
for the inauguration of the late President Rhoten Smith, and its
modernistic appearance strongly reflects the prevailing design
aesthetic of the period. The six-ounce, 5% inch medallion which
features the initials of the university was created by the late NIU
Art Professor Eleanor Caldwell.

Academic Procession

The academic procession is led in by a mace bearer who is a
recipient of the distinguished NIU Board of Trustees Professorship
Award. The mace bearer is followed by the college’s student
marshal, then the platform party. Members of the platform party
include the president of the university, the executive vice president
and provost, the vice president for research and graduate studies,
the dean of the Graduate School, deans of the academic colleges,
members of the Board of Trustees and other invited guests. Chairs
of the instructional departments in the colleges and members of
the faculty comprise the next group in the procession. The deans
represent the faculty in acknowledging the graduates, for it is

the faculty who have established the university’s curricula and
have determined the requirements for the various degrees and
certificates. The candidates for degrees are the last group in the
procession.



December 2020 Graduate Degree Candidates

August 2020 Graduate Degree Recipients are denoted with an asterisk

The list of graduate degree candidates was compiled from information received from the Graduate School

as of October 2020, and should not be regarded as conclusive evidence of graduation.

Doctor of Philosophy

Rakez Mahmoud Al-Ararah (B.A., M.A., Yarmouk University; M.S.Ed.,
Dakota State University), “Relationship Between Student Personality Traits
and Continuous Intention to Use Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs).”
Department of Educational Technology, Research & Assessment. Major
Professor: Dr. Hayley Mayall.

Cara Renee Allen* (B.A., Beloit College; M.A., Northern Illinois University),
“Ethnic-Racial Identity and Psychological Adjustment: An Examination of
Identity Coherence and Identity Confusion as Mediators.” Department of
Psychology. Major Professor: Dr. Nina Mounts.

Leah Jane Ames* (B.S., University of Illinois - Urbana-Champaign; M.S.,
Michigan State University), “Perceptions of Collaboration with a Doctor of
Clinical Laboratory Science.” College of Health & Human Sciences. Major
Professors: Dr. Sherrill Morris and Dr. Jeanne Isabel.

Erwin J. Antoni IIT* (B.A., Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary; M.A., Northern
Illinois University), “Fiscal Triumvirate: Examinations of Federal Deficit
Spending and Interest Rates, State-Level Taxation and Domestic Migration,
and the Irrelevance of State Credit Ratings to Investors.” Department of
Economics. Major Professor: Dr. Carl Campbell.

Rahmi Hartati Aoyama (B.A., Universitas Bung Hatta; M.Ed., Boston
University), “Case Study Examining Foreign Language Teachers’ Technological
Pedagogical Content Knowledge (TPACF) in Teaching, Listening, and
Speaking Skills in Virtual Worlds.” Department of Educational Technology,
Research & Assessment. Major Professor: Dr. Pi-Sui Hsu.

Catherine Ann Ausland (B.S., Elmhurst College; M.S., Northern Illinois
University), “Wading in a Glycan Sea: Investigations of, and Developing
Bioinformatic Tools for, Carbohydrate Active Enzymes and Gene Clusters in
Prokaryotes.” Department of Biological Sciences. Major Proféssors: Dr. Melvin
Duvall and Dr. Yanbin Yin.

Dylan Tyler Blaum* (B.S., M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Examining
Boundary Conditions to the Attitude Consistency Effect.” Department of
Psychology. Major Professor: Dr. Anne Britt.

Kelly Nicole Clark* (B.A., University of South Florida; M.A., Northern Illinois
University), “Investigating Achievement and Mental Health Through the Dual-
Factor Model.” Department of Psychology. Major Proféssor: Dr. Christine Malecki.

Nicole Dorio* (B.S., St. John Fisher College; M.A., Northern Illinois
University), “The Roles of Rumination and Social Support in Victimization and
Depression.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Dr. Michelle Demaray.

Diane Dee Downie (B.A., St. Olaf College; M.PH., University of
Pittsburgh), “Peer Support During the West Africa Ebola Virus Outbreak
Response (2014-2016).” College of Health & Human Sciences. Major
Professor: Dr. Thomas Pavkov.

Morgan Ann Eldridge* (B.A., M.A., Eastern Illinois University), “Adolescents’
Student Engagement as a Moderator of the Association Between Bullying Role
Behaviors and Internalizing Problems.” Department of Psychology. Major
Professor: Dr. Michelle Demaray.

Hyeyoung Eom (B.S., University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee), “Engineering
pH-Dependent Antibodies’ Interaction Through Inter-Domain Interface.”
Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry. Major Professor: Dr. James Horn.

Crystal Mae Ferels (B.S., Michigan State University), “Synthesis, Structures,
and Physical Properties of Multicomponent Inorganic Materials and
Fundamentals of Lead Acid Batteries.” Department of Chemistry &
Biochemistry. Major Professors: Dr. Tao Xu and Dr. Chong Zheng.

Sura Menda Ginting* (B.S., Universitas Gadjah Mada; M.S., Utrecht
University), “Synthesis, Structures, Optical and Electronic Properties of
Functional Inorganic and Hybrid Materials.” Department of Chemistry &
Biochemistry. Major Professor: Dr. Chong Zheng.

Dakota Lane Grote (B.S., Fort Hays State University), “Characterizations
of Potential Anti-Infective Agents by Targeting Burkholderia pseudomallei
and Escherichia coli IspF” Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry. Major
Professor: Dr. Timothy Hagen.

Sheikh Touhidul Haque* (B.S., Bangladesh University of Engineering and
Technology; M.B.A., North South University; M.A., International University
of Japan; M.A., University of Tennessee - Knoxville), “The Effect of Tax Policy
on Firm Behavior and Executive Pay Components.” Department of Economics.
Magor Professor:Dr. Jeremy Groves.

Oday Hazaimah* (B.S., Jordan University of Science and Technology; M.S.,
University Putra Malaysia), “Projective Splitting Methods for Maximal
Monotone Mappings in Hilbert Spaces.” Department of Mathematical
Sciences. Major Professor: Dr. Yunier Bello-Cruz.

Maxwell Robert Hoover (B.A., University of Illinois - Chicago; M.A.,
Northern Illinois University), “What Is Literature? An Investigation of
Definitions, Symptoms, and Routes Toward Literariness in English.”
Department of English. Major Proféssor: Dr. David Gorman.

Ruth Imose (B.S., University of Oklahoma; M.A., Northern Illinois
University), “Perceived Dissimilarity and Meeting Interpersonal Engagement: A
Within-Person Investigation.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Dr.
Lisa Finkelstein.

Rania Abdulkreem Kokandy (B.A., King Abdulaziz University; M.S.,
Bloomsburg University; M.S., Northern Illinois University), “The Effects
of Digital Game-Based Learning on Students’ Motivation in Math Classes.”
Department of Educational Technology, Research & Assessment. Major
Professor: Dr. Fatih Demir.

Ryan David Kopatich (B.A., Augustana College; M.S., Western Illinois
University; M.S., Northern Illinois University), “The Role of Memory-Based
Processing and Coherence Building in Retrieval Interference.” Department of
Psychology. Major Professor: Dr. Keith Millis.

Joann Losavio* (B.A., Northern Illinois University; M.A., Emory University),
“Modern Mandala: A Transnational History of Southeast Asian Youth from
Burma, Malaya, and Thailand in Great Britain and the United States, 1950-
1970.” Department of History. Major Proféssor: Dr. Trude Jacobsen.

Jasmin Martinez* (B.A., Aurora University; M.A., Northern Illinois
University), “Gender Differences in the Experience of Power and the
Underlying Mechanism of Status.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor:
Dr. Alecia Santuzzi.

Lindsay Mae Miller* (B.A., University of Wyoming; M.A., Northern Illinois
University), “Examining the Relationship Between Self-Compassion and
Emotion Regulation Strategies Using Ambulatory Assessment Methods.”
Department of Psychology. Major Proféssor: Dr. Holly Orcutt.

Jennifer Maye Milliken* (B.A., University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee; M.A.,
Northern Illinois University), “Trauma Memory: The Role of Alexithymia
and Emotion Regulation.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Dr.
Michelle Lilly.

Jeremiah Thomas Mitchell (B.S., University of Illinois - Urbana-Champaign),
“On Systematics and Their Mitigation in MAGIS-100 Atomic Interferometer
Experiment to Explore the Dark Sector and Early Universe.” Department of
Physics. Major Professor: Dr. Swapan Chattopadhyay.

Emily Elizabeth Padgett (B.S., North Central College; M.A., Northern Illinois
University), “An Online Randomized Controlled Trial of Mindful Parenting
Among Parents of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder.” Department of
Psychology. Major Professor: Dr. Laura Pittman.

Andrew Plath* (B.S., Ball State University; M.A., The Chicago School of
Professional Psychology), “Wellness and Self-Care of Counselor Education
and Supervision Doctoral Students.” Department of Counseling & Higher
Education. Major Professors: Dr. Scott Wickman and Dr. Dana Isawi.



Amanda Susan Roberts (B.A., North Central College; M.A., Northern
Illinois University), “’The Cause It Just Come First’: Tori Amos and the
Development of Third-Wave Feminism.” Department of English. Major
Professor: Dr. Scott Balcerzak.

Natasha Joy Salier Schnell* (B.A., Lawrence University; M.S.Ed., Northern
Illinois University), “Becoming Gatekeepers: A Constructivist Model of
Gatekeeper Development in Counselor Education.” Department of Counseling
& Higher Education. Major Professor: Dr. Scott Wickman.

Michele Elaine Smith* (B.A., Northwestern University; M.Ed., National
Louis University), “A Phenomenological Study of First-Generation Latina
Community College Students as They Successfully Persist in College.”
Department of Leadership, Educational Psychology & Foundations. Major
Profeéssor: Dr. Daryl Dugas.

Tracey Kim Snow (B.A., University of St. Francis; M.A., Governors State
University), “To Be (a Doctor) or Not to Be: An Exploration of the ABD
Experience of Female Minority Doctoral Students in CACREP-Accredited
Counselor Education Programs.” Department of Counseling & Higher
Education. Major Professor: Dr. Scott Wickman.

Sebastian Szustkowski (B.S., Northern Illinois University), “Nonlinear
Integrable Optics Beam Dynamics Experiment and Diagnostics.” Department
of Physics. Major Profeéssor: Dr. Swapan Chattopadhyay.

Meng Yuan* (B.A., Wuhan University of Science and Technology; M.PA.,
Huazhong University of Science and Technology), “Pursuing Procedural Justice
in Sustainability Policy: Assessing the Linkage Between Political Culture and
Municipal Efforts.” Department of Political Science. Major Professor: Dr.
Brendon Swedlow.

Doctor of Education

Hamed Khalaf H Alghamdi* (B.Ed., King Abdulaziz University; M.S.Ed.,
M.S., Northern Illinois University), “K-6 Saudi Arabian Teachers’
Implementation of Electronic Textbooks: Factors Associated with Behavioral

Intervention.” Department of Curriculum & Instruction. Major Professor: Dr.
Elizabeth Wilkins.

Dennis Keechul Awen* (B.S., Carroll University; M.A., Northeastern Illinois
University), “How Adult Learners Participate in Collaborative Learning Within
a University Environment.” Department of Counseling & Higher Education.
Major Professor: Dr. LaVerne Gyant.

Tashena Denise Briggs* (B.A., Western Illinois University; M.S.Ed., Northern
Illinois University), “It’s a Family Affair: Exploring the Needs of Families in
Supporting TRIO Upward Bound Students.” Department of Counseling &
Higher Education. Major Professor: Dr. Xiaodan Hu.

Amanda Jane Carey* (B.A., M.A., Washington State University), “The Fog

of Blackacre: Exploring Depression, Anxiety, and Stress of the American Law
Student.” Department of Counseling & Higher Education. Major Proféssor: Dr.
Daryl Dugas.

Soyini Afi Chism (B.S., M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois University), “Motivating
High School Students in a Blended Physical Education Learning Environment:
A Self-Determination Theory Analysis.” Department of Curriculum &
Instruction. Major Professor: Dr. Elizabeth Wilkins.

Matthew John Clark (B.S.Ed., Illinois State University; M.A., Governors State
University; Ed.S., Northern Illinois University), “The Influence of Student
Discipline Practices on Students, School Climate and Culture.” Department of
Leadership, Educational Psychology & Foundations. Major Professors: Dr. Kelly
Summers and Dr. Stephen Tonks.

Jacob Cushing (B.A., M.A., Truman State University), “The Acculturation
Experience of College of Lake County’s International Students.” Department of
Counseling & Higher Education. Major Professor: Dr. Gudrun Nyunt.

Emmanuel Canlas Esperanza (B.S., DeVry University; M.H.R.M., Keller
Graduate School of Management; M.Ed., University of Illinois - Urbana-
Champaign), “Persistence of Southeast Asians at a Community College in the
Midwest.” Department of Counseling & Higher Education. Major Professor:
Dr. Kathryn Jaekel.

Joel John Filas (B.S., University of Illinois - Chicago; M.S.Ed., Northern
Illinois University), “From Mclnnis to Adequacy: Relationship Between School
Funding and Litigation and Illinois K-12 Public Education Funding Policy.”
Department of Leadership, Educational Psychology & Foundations. Major
Professors: Dr. Kelly Summers and Dr. Benjamin Creed.

Kathy Marie Freeman (B.A., M.Ed., M.S., National Louis University),
“They Decided to Graduate: A Study of Collegiate African American Men’s
Transformational Experiences in College and Beyond.” Department of
Counseling & Higher Education. Major Professor: Dr. LaVerne Gyant.

Jason Reco Goode* (B.A., M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Social Change
Leadership: Determining How the Divine Nine BGLOs Develop Social
Change Leaders.” Department of Counseling & Higher Education. Major
Professor: Dr. LaVerne Gyant.

Mary Ann Guillen* (B.A., Carthage College; M.A., Webster College), “Hearing
Their Voices: The Educational Experiences and Journey of Latina Doctoral
Graduates.” Department of Counseling & Higher Education. Major Professor:
Dr. Kathryn Jaekel.

April Joy Hughes (B.S.Ed., M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois University), “Examining
Secondary English Language Arts Teachers’ Determination, Selection, and
Planning for the Use of Complex Text.” Department of Curriculum &
Instruction. Major Professor: Dr. Elizabeth Wilkins.

Sandra L Inniss* (B.S., Trinity Christian College; M.S.Ed., Chicago State
University), “Unraveling an African American Woman Researcher’s Voice in
an Autoethnography.” Department of Counseling & Higher Education. Major
Professor: Dr. Carrie Kortegast.

Antoinette Ebony Jones* (B.A., M.S.Ed., Northern Illinois University), “Free
Ain’t Really Free: A Critical Ethnographical Exploration of the Experiences
of Queer People of Color in Postsecondary Education.” Department of
Counseling & Higher Education. Major Professors: Dr. Jorge Jeria and Dr.
LaVerne Gyant.

Quiana Chakeena Jones* (B.S., M.PH., Northern Illinois University), “S.L.S.
(Suffering in Silence): The Influence of Educational Attainment on Black
Women’s Health.” Department of Counseling & Higher Education. Major
Professor: Dr. Kathryn Jaekel.

Deborah Susan Krachtus (B.S.N., University of Illinois - Chicago; M.S.N.,
Regis University), “Integrating Quality Improvement Concepts into Nursing
Curricula: Perspectives of Associate-Degree Nursing Faculty.” Department of
Counseling & Higher Education. Major Professor: Dr. Laura Ruth Johnson.

Whitney Lynn Martino (B.A., University of lowa; M.A., Aurora University;
Ed.S., Northern Illinois University), “Transitional Math in Illinois: A
Quantitative Study on Eligible and Enrolled Students.” Department of
Leadership, Educational Psychology & Foundations. Major Professor: Dr.
Benjamin Creed.

Jodi Jean Megerle (B.A.Ed., Arizona State University; M.S.Ed., Ed.S.,
Northern Illinois University), “Women Obtaining the Superintendency: An
Examination of Internal and External Barriers That Influence a Woman’s
Career Trajectories.” Department of Leadership, Educational Psychology &
Foundations. Major Professor: Dr. Patrick Roberts.

Derek Joseph Miller* (B.S., University of Illinois - Urbana-Champaign; M.A.T.,
Aurora University), “An Examination of Practices Used by AP Computer
Science Teachers with Higher Than Average Female Enrollment.” Department
of Curriculum & Instruction. Major Professor: Dr. Elizabeth Wilkins.

Veda Elizabeth Newman (B.S., Loyola University; M.S.W., University of
Illinois - Chicago; M.A., Governors State University), “A Phenomenological
Exploration of School Social Workers’ Perceptions of Grade Retention.”
Department of Curriculum & Instruction. Major Professor: Dr. Joseph Flynn.

April Pickett* (B.A., University of Illinois - Chicago; M.S., Capella University),
“College Student Confidence in Career Readiness Competencies.” Department
of Counseling & Higher Education. Major Professors: Dr. LaVerne Gyant and
Dr. Renique Kersh.

Mark Anthony Pietrowski (B.A., M.A., Northern Illinois University), “College
Leadership Opportunities’ Impact on Life During and After College.” Department
of Counseling & Higher Education. Major Proféssor: Dr. Kathryn Jaekel.

Jonathan David Pilkington (B.A., Moody Bible Institute; M.S.Ed., Northern
Illinois University), “The Second Prong of the Tinker Test: A Constitutional
Right for Students to Not Be Offended?” Department of Leadership,
Educational Psychology & Foundations. Major Professor: Dr. Tiffany Puckett.

Emily Kurfirst Reabe (B.A., Winona State University; M.A., Eastern Michigan
University), “I Belong at Harper College: Fostering Community College
Students’ Sense of Belonging Through a First-Year Seminar Course.” Department
of Counseling & Higher Education. Major Professor: Dr. Gudrun Nyunt.



Robert Joseph Schalkoff* (B.S., Lebanon Valley College; M.A.T., School
for International Training Graduate Institute), “How Faculty Directors of
International Programs at Universities in Japan Became Internationalized.”
Department of Counseling & Higher Education. Major Professors: Dr. Gene
Roth and Dr. Laura Johnson.

Stacy Marie Seaworth (B.S., Illinois State University; M.A., University of
Towa), “Workplace Learning: An Exploration of the Relationship Among
Organizational Culture, Leader-Member Exchange, and Individual
Development Plans.” Department of Curriculum & Instruction. Major

Roland Garrick Steele* (B.B.A., Howard University; M.A.T., National Louis
University), “Exploring Hip Hop Pedagogy in the Lives of Four African
American Male Adolescents.” Department of Curriculum & Instruction. Major
Professor: Dr. Joseph Flynn.

Michael Steven Wojtowicz (B.S., University of Illinois - Chicago; M.A.,

North Central College; Ed.S., Northern Illinois University), “Effects of
Differential Instructional Time in Algebra on Standardized Math and Semester
Grade Outcomes.” Department of Leadership, Educational Psychology &
Foundations. Major Professor: Dr. Benjamin Creed.

Professor: Dr. Elizabeth Wilkins.

Doctor of Nursing
Practice

Lilia Elena Avila
Regine Larosiliere

Educational Specialist

Jennifer Ann Barnabee*
Kinasha Jaynia Brown*

Peter Joseph Cunningham*
Billy Hueramo*

Taquia Marie Hylton*
Anthony Joseph Marinello*
Julia Chapdelaine Pontarelli*
Treveda Michelle Redmond*
Timothy Edward Riordan*
Taurus King Scurlock*
Arturo Benigno Senteno*
Allison Beth Stein*

Rashad Jamal Talley*

Nikki Ryan Tammaru*
Heidi Marie Thomas*
Christine Lynn Trendel*
Leslie Ann Weber*

Stuart Eugene Wrzesinski*

Master of Arts

Timothy David Acker
Shahin Aftabizadeh

Shaila Ahmed*

Kristen Marie Amstutz
Jennifer Anthony

Kaitlyn Ayala

Howard Charles Bailey-Murray
Amy Lauren Caponigro
Samuel Richard Cares
Elizabeth Corning
Anthony Paul Cusumano*
Danielle Louise DePons
Natalie Fisher*

Caitlin Lee Gamble*
Brenda Alicia Gary
Mellissa Sue-Ann Halsey*
Emily Susan Hinrichsen
Andrew James Hundley
Katherine Patricia Hurley
Kathleen Michelle Kelly
Ratanak Khun

Benjamin John Laman-Maharg
Rachel Martin

Alexander Brock McCord
Erin Rochelle McKay*
Lauren Therese McNeela
Alyssa Mielock

Raymond James Miran*
Megan Elise Montgomery
Marigny Collins Normann

*

Limeng Ong*

Jenna Osterlund*
Jacqueline Marie Pabis
Ashley Marie Palmer
Yuda Rasyadian

Logan Nicole Riffle
DaShae Rodriguez-Harris
Jason Eugene Roller
Leanna Daree Rosinski
Lia Sanchez

Rebekah Rose Schaefer
Carolyn Ann Schweitzer
Reggie Lynn Semanko*
Elizabeth Shute

Maria Griselda Stapleton
Markie Striegel

Jamie Imani Thomas*
Maw Maw Tun*
Elizabeth Megan Weaver
Jessica Rose Winder*
Cassandra Lee Wingert

Master of Science

Allison Abels*

Poojitha Reddy Adumala

Abier Jaber Akiry

Rakez Mahmoud Al-Ararah
Rabab Mohammad Alareifi
Abid Al

Yazan Abdel Rahman Ali*
Jimmy M Allen

Fahad Abdullah Alqahtani

John Brooks Powell Andersson
Fnu Ankita

Sandra Marie Arndt

Bhogendra Phani Atluri

Laura Anne Badur

Saanya Magsood Baig

Tolulope Taheerah Bello

Chelsea Marie Bernard

Keerti Chand Bhupathi*
Congzhi Bi*

Stephen Joshua Binderup

Amal Mohammad Bindlil*
Sagar Bhaurao Birje

Venkata VijayBhaskar Bommakanti
Kiran Brar

Jacqlyn Marie Braun

Dale Brown*

Kelsey Kristine Burlini

Daniel Robert Cascarano
Ashley Michelle Chan
Priyanjani Chowdary Chandra
Sai Sri Ramya Cheerla

Jun Yu Chen

Sai Krishna Reddy Cherukupally
Venkata Surya Nagarjun Chintala
Santosh Raju Chintala Pallipatta
Joshua Manohar Chinthapalli*

Harshit Choudhary
Prantik Roy Chowdhury*
Tanushree Chungi

Cody Michael Converse*
Daniel A Crawford
Michelle Tenisha Crayton*
Junjie Cui

Chelsea Cwiklik*

Sean Maves Damaska
Pavan Kumar Reddy Dandu
Deblina Das*

Krishna Sahithi Dasari
Sravya Datla

Robert Louis Desmet*
Emery Taylor Dhanens*
Aleksandra Drabik

Jordan Dominique Duncan
Manish Raj Goud Dusari
Victoria Elizabeth Eades
Alex Douglas Edwards
Khadijat Emokpae

Aaron Thomas Fetterman
Alexis Frederick
Johnathan Phillip Freeman
Rakshith Gannarapu*
Madeline Janell Ganther
Andie R Garcia

Morgan E Gates

Leena Omar Ghrayeb*
John Michael Gianatasio

Aadithya Gopalakrishna Bharadwaj

Abhinav Reddy Gopidi*
Patrick Guardyak
Venkata Sai Haswanth Gude
Anurag Gudipati

Neha Gupta

Gisela Guzman

Kenneth Lee Hagemann
Michael David Hansen*
Katharina Harden
Shannon Marie Harms
Kelly Jean Harpole*

Kyle Sawyer Hassen
Caitlin Michelle Hazelton*
Josh Frank Helsper
Elizabeth Herrick
Stephan Kurt Hombaker
Syed Faraaz Hussain
Syed Jawaad Hussain
Upala Junaida Islam*
Prakhar Jadon

Pranali Ramesh Jagtap
Rebekah Johnson
Lorraine Danielle Jones
Terrance Eugene Jones
Sivani Kalavalapalli
Paulina Karecka

Andrew James Karp
Alexander Kazenko
Rahul Kanth Keerthi

Vishruth Reddy Keshireddy
Vennela Kilaru*

Swathi Reddy Konatham
Katherine Frangos Kreischer
Sarah Marie Krippel
Victoria Krones*

Katherine Lamps

Jake R Landry

Johnathan Eugene Lay
Lidia Nadine Lentz

Darlene Marie Lewandowski
Kara Janelle Lightbourne
Judny Louis*

Corrie Lucchesi

Tay Manh Luong*

William Cody Mackelfresh*
Pavan Manikanta Maddula
Rohan Sunil Mali

Sukruth Mallikarjuna
Swinidhi Manchiganti
Licheng Mao

Joshua E Marble
Christopher James Marshall
Jaime Martinez

Joe Mastro

Alexander Thomas McAvoy
Jacob Menage

Khushal Kishor Mohite
Anna Marie Mommer*
Jacob K Moore

Sylvia Moreno*

Sree Harsha Muvva

Akhil Namburi

Andrew David Ness

Darren Nhatlong Ngo
Matthew Phillip Nissenbaum*
Obianuju Augusta Nwokolo
Mayomi Olootu

Madison Shorro Olp
Oluwole O Oni

Shannon Louise O’Shea
Katie Marie Osmon
Matthew Cameron Ouellette
Sti Divya Pagadala

Sriker Reddy Palla*
Kathryn Doyle Palomares
Sahitya Panchagnula
Sahitya Panchagnula

Farhad Partovi Ebrahimpour*
Dishant B Patel*

Prasad Chandrakant Patil
Anna T Payne

Daniel Curtis Peterson
Gregorius Aditya Pradana
Freddy Orlando Prado
Venkat Aravind Puppala*
Kevin Patrick Rius

Caitlin Marie Roufa
Madisyn Rozner

Robert Dru Russell



Aneta Rzepka*

Balaji Naidu Sadhu

Priya Santhakumari Devi
Alexander James Savitt

Sayali Ashok Sawant

Sai Vinay Sayyapureddi*
Margaret Gwenneth Schoolfield
Aaron Schubert

Danielle Marie Sheppard*
Scott Dee Shoemaker

James Shulgan*

Hammad Siddiqui

Gurpreet Singh*

Megan Six*

Brian Thomas Skraba

Mark Timothy Sliwka

Gerald Joseph Smith

Kelsey Hackett Smith

Ashlee Irene Smith*

Arjun Soni

Monika Soni

Sai Chaitanya Srinivas

Angela Stancy*

Patrick Timothy Swanson
Abigail Anne Swidergal
Mohammed Murtuza Shahzad Syed
Sowmya Thipparthi

Tyler Maxwell Thompson
Venkata Anirudh Thota
Krushna Chaitanya Thummoju
Shaikh Ismail Tissa

Md Mesbah Uddin*

Jade Ullrich

Venkateswarlu Vaddineni
Stephanie Amanda Van Tieghem
Akhil Vemula

Samyuktha Vennapusa

Arlene Denise Vinion-Dubiel*
Valerie Nicole Voisin*
Yunlong Wang*

Christopher Charles Welch*
Jared Wienke*

Natalie Winkates

Kaitland Rae Woelky
Christopher James Wolfe
Courtney Michelle Woods
Leann Muscle Worster*
Cheng Xiang

Daniel James Zabratanski*
Rongrong Zhang

Master of Accountancy

Christina Therese Bishop*
Emily Thres Davison*
Brian Kennedy

Elizabeth Ann Pacheco*
Kendall Paige Penfield
Kevin Christopher Pipal*
Siddath A Ratnatunga
Eduardo Rodriguez*
Kirill Takhtamyshev*
Jansen Lamarr Teague
Tia Shantece Villagomez
Claire Elizabeth Ziegler*

Master of Accounting
Science

Ryan W Boone
Samuel Scott Buckley
Tyler J Cooke*
Rachel Marie Ekberg
Zohra Firdose

Daniel Louis Fraterrigo*
Jacob Michael Groeber
Robin Nicole Jung
Jennifer Ardys Karales
Stevon King

Nathan Alexander Krupa*
Kuan Ling Li

Sunny ChuanMing Liu*
Talya Sarrah Logan

James Joseph Mahoney*
Colin Timothy Marmoll*
Genevieve Nicole Nelson
Alyssa Rae O’Donnell*
Mariann O’Malley

Abbey Renee Rasmussen
Shawn Andrew Rosengren
Philip Andrew Rupsis
Madison Ashley Schumacher
Mariia Shaniuk*

Jason Michael Shaughnessy
Nikolas C Skrlin

Ruari Liam Stewart

Ritu Thakkar*

Angela Paige Woolbright
Steven Donald Wright
Yanling Zhou

Master of Arts in
Teaching

Ana Cristina Andrade
Robin M Garity

Dana Lynn Glasenapp
Tricia Ellen Nugara
Brooke Victoria Terranova

Master of Business
Administration

Luis Carlos Aguilar Gonzalez
Sankar Ganesh Arumugam
Adam Robert Bartling
Christian Gilbert Bassene
Cameron Reginald Beale*
Angela Beusse

Coleman James Brann
Ryan William Broj

Mario Vincenzo Cannistra
Nicole Marie Cannistra
Leticia Nunes Castilho*
Nick Chapman*

Andreea Alexandra Chitu
Michael Lynn Crim*
Darius Damario Daniels*
Srinivas Kiran Dharmavaram
Ambra Di Zitti

Christian Jordan Druce Jones
John Elliott Gaddum*
William Garcia

Giannakis Giankoula

Erin Elizabeth Gregory

Jeff Grier

Gayatri Gudibande

Andrew Christopher Haidet
Aaron Lee Hansen

Kevin Patrick Harold
Joshua Francis Howe*

John Fredrick Huettner
Hsin Chin Hung
Mohammad Ali Jaffri
Jeanelle Deonna James*
Natasha Marie Johnson
Sujay Karvekar

Thomas Anthony Kazale

*

Maisa M Khair*

Francois Stephan Kopca
Seema Kotagi*

Trevor James Kristensen
Thomas Jeffrey Kronemann*
Galya Laya

Justin James Lennhardt
Ming Hsin Lin

Jonathan Delta Melton
Michelle Metry*

Ariana Meza

Jesse Daniel Miller

Sanket Modi*

Jacob Anthony Monteleone
Mackenzie Morris

Dinara Nabieva*

Siva R Nandapuneedi
Olawumi Jacob Odetunde
Holly June Pagan

Purav Patel

Samantha Mckown Quinn
Besa Ramadani

Melissa Camille Randolph
Egle Raulickyte

Allyson Raymundo

Joseph Brian Rehak
Sydney Catherine Riebe
Marco Antonio Rodriguez*
Ruslan Rozenfeld

Jose Luis Sanchez*

Maribel Sanchez*
Sreenivasa Reddy Sanikommu
Sheela Seetharaman
Abhishek Shah

Krutarthi Sheth

Yifong Shum

Jennifer Sinclair

Ryan Steinback*

William Robert Steiner*
Randy Nicholas Thompson*
Daniela Torres

Rogelio Tovar*

Vaibhav Upadhyay

Zhihao Wang

Jacob Wheeler*

Jonathan R Wirkus

Yang Xiao

Ryan Zalewa

Master of Fine Arts
Ethan Michael Rosing

Master of Music

Heewon Joy Cha

Syddel Dermone Cyrus*
Samuel Robert Doran
Sara Lemen

Master of Public
Administration

Caroline Nicole Gabiga
Lindsay Ann Hatzis
Mary Elizabeth Jayne
Byron Dean Kutz
Brien Kevin Martin
Kevin Christopher Noreikis
Ivette Ortiz*
Mackenzie F Peshek
Matthew Scott Plyman
Daniel Ritter

John Teper

Master of Public Health

Elizabeth O Adebanjo
Angela Margaret Brown
Chandler Leigh Farris
Kareesha Fitzgerald
Brittney Eileen Fry
Diana Garcia

Judith Gil*

Cassandra Johnson
Dianna Johnson-Ward*
Amanda Raie Marcanio
Kaviya Murali

Amy Ann Peralta
Joshua Babila Tah*

Master of Science in
Education

Kerry Ann Adams*
Loura W Alazhari*

Layla Sulaiman A Alharbi*
Claire Annes

Michael Robert Aye*
Joshua William Baie
Megan Bartlett*
Stephanie Lynn Beck*
Kelly Rae Becker
Brandon E Benters*
Nicole Christine Blackman
Sergio A Blanco*

Jeffrey Eric Blezien
Matthew Stephen Block
Megan Boese

Kathleen Erin Bowers*
Benjamin Brito*

Rachel Ann Brodeur*
Jenna Bruhn

Nichole Elizabeth Carreon
Kristina Lynn Charnstrom
Somphol Chau*

E-An Chen

Amy Lily Chiu

Kara Ashley Christensen*
Ashley Mary Collins
Jacob Collins

Felicia Marie Coster*
Kellie Janet Cristofaro*
Katherine Greco Crowe*
Amy Eileen Curtin
Emma Katherine Degen*
Diana Lynn DeMarco
Anna Elizabeth Derry*
Mary Kathleen Diduch
Nicole Dorfman*
Candice Grace DuBeau*
Megan Leigh Duffy*
Brenda Farries

Mae Marie Flavin*
Nutrice Diana Francis
Sarah A Gord

Kelcie Great

Allison Rose Groess!*
Kelly Gross*

Chelsea M Haley*
Susana P Held

Abigail Elizabeth Heuer*
Elizabeth Danielle Hipskind
Jalisa Joi Holmes

Lisa Ann Honaker

Susan Brianne Howard
Anne Innocentini

Kei Ishimaru

Jessica Jacobson*



Megan Elizabeth Keane*
Margaret Elaine Kelly
Stephanie Kelly*
Elizabeth Claire Kennedy
Muthmotita Keo

Jeffrey Michael Kersch*
Victoria Lyn Kienzle*
Abigail Anne Kolotka
Taylor Nicole Leach
Hanna Lee*

Connor Jacob Legorreta
Heidi Lerette-Kauffman*
Dwight Willie Lewellen*
Sabrina Louise Lima*
Allison Margaret Lippold
Carolyn Christine Little
Casey Christine Loving
Brigitte K Lyman*

Briana Guisippina Mack
Caitlin Deborah Madden
Rosario Magana

Carla D Voss Marcuccelli
Ashley Nicole Markiewicz*
Mathias McMeel

Chad Garrett Metcalf
Siobhan Veronica Midgley
Corina L Morales
LeBaron Patrick Moten

Jaime Marie Myers*

Jason Nejman™

Amber Newman

Annie Nguyen*

Jack Andrew Nickle
Melanie Ohnsted*

Emma Ciristina Ortiz
Heather Lynn Overmyer
Dilshad Daraius Patel*
Kajal Patel*

Amanda Marie Pease*
Jenna Marie Perri

Abygail Terese Peters*

John Thomas Petzke

Jeff Piszczek

Zachary Martin Poore
Alice Raflores

Jessica Lynn Rangel*
Leboea Rankaki*
Stephanie Ann Rasmussen*
Amdije Rizmani*

Aredell Tremaine Howard Roundtree
Rianne Elizabeth Rybinski*
Emily Joy Salomon

Vasiliki Vicki Samiotakis®
Adrian Victor Sanchez
Michael George Sandoz
Sean Luke Sansom*

Danny James Sarlo
Eduardo Jose Sauceda*
Samantha M Schaefer*
Tammy Francine Scheibe*
Kimberly Sears

Gregory Jon Sechusen
Jennifer Shelton

Trisha Shrode*

Andrew Jon Sperry
Richard Thomas Stauder*
Amy Nicole Steves*

Ellen Claire Stewart*
Hugh Arthur Stewart*
Jennifer Beth Stoll*
Nicole Brianna Suedbeck*
Matthew Thomas Sugrue*
Samantha Elizabeth Sujak
Carmille Vichl Ann Talley*
Marisa Josephine Tarsa*
Valerie Jeanne Teegardin
Nicholas Allan Teetsov
Nicole Thompson

Esther Thompson*

Joel Ryan Tornquist*
Samantha Olivia Valle*
Laura Nadine Vanous
Miguel A Vargas

Elsa Guadalupe Velazquez

Mina Wang*

Sarah Elinor Wayman
Brian Matthew White*
Joshua Lyn Wigget
Brittany Rashae Williams
Rachel M Wisniewski
Diana F Wittenberg*
Melissa Megan Wolski*
Amy Marie Wood*
Eileen Marie Wronkiewicz*
Gaddys Del Pilar Ybarra
Andrea Kay Young
JoAnne Marie Zaleski
Alicja Anna Zapotoczna
Nicholas James Zorn

Master of Science in
Taxation

Lindsay Albrecht
Christopher Nathaniel Cain*
Margaret R Conneely*
Rachel C Garber

Sheena Rayanne Harrison
Sung Min Kim*

Camerin A Martinez

Anna Louise Nicholas*



University Honors

The University Honors Program provides students of high academic promise and achievement the opportunity to participate actively in the
plan and design of their own educational directions. The Classic University Honors Program has two phases — “Lower Division Honors”
and “Upper Division Honors.” Students who complete both phases of the program and have attained an overall grade point average of at
least 3.20 will graduate “With University Honors.”

Students who complete only the first phase will be awarded the distinction of “Lower Division Honors” in recognition of their completion
of 15 semester hours of University Honors course work and the attainment of a minimum overall grade point average of 3.00.

Students who complete only the second phase will be awarded the distinct “Upper Division Honors” in recognition of their completion of
12 semester hours of upper-division University Honors course work and the attainment of a minimum overall grade point average of 3.20.

The Honors PLUS program has two levels of graduation and awards. The first level of distinction is Associate University Honors. Graduates
earning Associate University Honors have successfully earned three points for Honors coursework, two points for engaged experiences and
one point for an Honors elective and the attainment of an overall grade point average of 3.30.

The second level of distinction is Full University Honors. Graduates earning Full University Honors have successfully earned six points for
Honors Coursework, four points for engaged experiences, and two points for Honors electives and the attainment of an overall grade point
average of 3.30.

The following candidates were slated for graduation with a University Honors program distinction at the time of printing this booklet.
The list is not to be considered official until final semester grades are received and all program requirements are met and officially recorded.
Some names listed may or may not receive their listed honors. Some names may have been omitted due to GPA and/or University Honors
requirements at the time of printing this booklet.

2020 December Candidates

University Honors Lower Division Honors

Mikaela Appleberry Talia A Barreto
Alexis E Behl Cody M Bradshaw
Eli Q Brottman Mackenzie ] Cmiel
Taylor Burger Michelle Anne P Garde
Madison R Cerda Anya I Gavin
Adam J List Ryan W Groch
Mia Lord Alisha K Krugman
Elaine S Montgomery Julie L Macek

Ashley E Nickels

Upper Division Honors

Alexsandra M Rockman
Bianca F Spalla

Jessica A Tekielak
Emily R Williams

Anna E Wojciechowski

Associate University Honors

Nicholas ] Bloniarz Jose G Cantu

Skyler E Hibbard Grace H Dean

Mark P Raupp Marjo C Feliciano

Yilshalonte S Tolefree Aylin M Garza Silva

Jayla M Walls Phoebe M Regnery
David Skowronski
Ellyse L Tate

2020 August Candidates

Upper Division Honors

Robert Carolan
Jaime Pellegrini



December 2020 Undergraduate Degree Candidates

The list of December 2020 undergraduate degree candidates was compiled from information received from the
Office of Registration and Records as of September 2020, and should not be regarded as conclusive evidence of graduation.

College of Business

Erik L Abrell
Nicholas W Adamczyk
Sana Akhoon
Lashawn T Alexander
Samantha N Angarola
Camille Ann M Arce
Davy M Arteaga
Mirza M Baig

Doljin Battsengel I
Jordan K Becker
Matt M Beese
Nicole C Berg

Febi Biju

Riley Blackwell
Elizabeth Bogard
Syed R Bokhari
Linda M Bolanos
Trevor T Bollech
Judd R Bonamino
Taylor M Boorom
Cody M Bradshaw
Caleb D Brayboy
Taylor Burger

Alec D Burgess
Aaron R Camp
Elizabeth Castillo
Bobby Chahal
Michael T Chaires
Adriana Chavez
Janki M Chokshi
Sauying Chow
Timothy N Co
Anthony J Coffel I
Steven W Coley
Jesus Cordova
Zachary R Cramer
Raylinn C Crane
Nicole M Cunanan
John T Cygnarowicz
Becca L Dassow
Lindsey A David
Mark A De Nicolo
Ram Louis D Del Mundo
Noah M Delgado
Beatrice D Dumenko
Thomas F Dumoulin
Adam C Dunning
Charlene L Eballar
Justin T Egofske
Walter ] Elenz 11
Leo J Eng

Keanu L Esquivel
Covenant O Falana
Jacob L Fane

Colin Fortner
Anthony D Fritz Jr
Megan E Frodyma
Lamarr T Gaines
Juan C Garcia

Aylin M Garza Silva
Alexander S Gasca
Nicholas Z Gasser
Anya I Gavin

Robert D Geer

Sofia Gomez Enriquez Riart
Michael R Gonzalez

Christopher L Goodale
Nicholas C Grantham
Austin M Green
Ethan Gruben
Meghan L Guedel
Samson Hailu
Victoria R Harris
Blake E Hartigan
Lucas ] Hellriegel
Jair Herrera

Jacob C Hildebrand
Leon Holmes Jr
Kaisa M Holmstrom
Mohammad Y Hussien
Philip A Jackinoski
Hayley J Janis

Taysir M Jibawi
Alexander P John
Zachary A Johnson Jr
James Kaeppel

Karla S Kalina
Andrew S Kaufmann
Nick E Kein

Amy Kim

Jake J Kirhofer
Stephanie N Knoth
Chloe M Koag
Alexander ] Koeune
Francis T Koniewicz
Joseph T Kruse

Ryan P Kuna
Nicholas K Lahrman
Jeff A Lake

Sean E Lawinger
Kristopher Leggin
Ryan J Lenhardt
Yudong Ling
Christopher R Lopez
Alyssa D Lowe

Amin Luma

Julie L Macek

Abdul M Maniya
Allison A Marshall
Jett J Martin

Jessica Martinez
Sheila Martinez
Tucker D Maxam
Andrew M McCallum Jr
Christopher F McGuire
Dasha Melnic

Lily B Michaels

Kyle M Michalski
Noah D Miller
Thomas B Miller
Rida B Mirza

Kevin P Molloy
Brittany S Moudy
Jordan A Moyers
Kavinda M Munasinghe
Charity L Munjeli
Alec ] Munro
Michael M Nally
Austin M Nelson
Treyvor S Ney

Siang Z Ngun
Thomas J Nichols
Edgar O Nunez
Nathaniel ] Ochs

Sean R Olsen
Erovwo G Oraka
Jonelly A Orozco
Mykayla E Page
Maksim Panarin
Juan Pasillas
Brandon S Perry
Micah Phillips
Liseth Pozo

Rokas Puras

Jacob P Radke
Sidharth Raj Prabodh Sheth
Tron D Reese Jr
Alex Rest

Mason ] Rhodenbaugh
Cortney L Rippberger
Angie M Rodriguez
Jonathan C Rodriguez
Eric W Roozee
Wendy ] Rosenquist
Jorge L Ruiz
Raymond L Rushing
Ashley M Ryan

Julia K Saldivar
Miguel A San Juan
Liliana Sanchez
Vanessa P Sencherey
Zachary Shearrer
David Skowronski
Jarod C Smith

Brian Solis

Brandon A Springer
Austin ] Stanek
Joseph F Stelmack
Kyle D Streit
Margaret A Strote
Nedim Tefiku

Maria P Tranchina
Beverly Truong
Samantha R Turcotte
Johnathon M Twohig
Joseph C Vettom
Kimberly S Visser
Adam G Vogt
Khushi A Vyas

Kyle ] Walden

Jayla M Walls

Taysia P White

Jack M Widhalm
Rachel L Wilkosz
Briana C Williams
Emily R Williams
Jalen J Williams
Jacob R Winbolt
Alex S Wood

Kurt ] Zachary

Ying Zhao

Jake L Ziarko

Tyler R Zimmer
Adam ] Zwarycz

College of Education

James S Albright II
Mike D Anderson
Bree C Arend
Miles D Baggett
Julia R Becker

Laura A Bernard Sandt
Jessica M Brezwyn
Shelby N Bruder
Cynthia Cabrera
Alexis ] Calderaro
Paulina Castro
Mariah K Cavanaugh
Amanda ] Childers
Lauren V Claus
Mackenzie ] Cmiel
Robyn J Collins
Cheere C Colts
Jessica E Crawford
Alice E Curry

Alexa K Dechant
Angelika N Demeas
Melissa Diaz

Irvin Dominguez
Rachel E Downs
Carissa S Doyle
Stephen W Dulany
Remy T Edmonds
Roxanne S Espinoza
Autumn C Evans
Caleb D Flex
Stephen B Fuller II
Madeline C Geisel
Alexia M Gomez
Danielle Grove
Megan E Grove
Erika D Gutierrez
Channing D Haacker
Jacqueline M Hall
Marissa N Hardy
Maylene M Haug
Josh C Henley

Alexis N Herrera
Ahmed Hodzic
Mallory A Julen
Anne M Jump
Andrea R Kastor
Haley M Kinnamon
Vincent M Kowall
Kaitlin Kowalski
Gabrielle M Kuney
Morgan C Leno
Emily B Logan
Ashley M Manor
Dominic W Marchetti
Lisa McGruder
Penelope R McKeehan
Jason W McKenzie
Perris K Miles

Daniel ] Miller
Crystal D Mossberger
Melissa Munoz
Abigail I Newman
Eric ] O’Loughlin
Elizabeth A Ormbrek
McKenzie R Palmeri
Olivia K Pearson
Matthew B Peters
Daniel W Pullen Jr
Payton G Randazzo
Phoebe M Regnery
Emily C Rodriguez
Yvonne Rodriguez
Alexis M Safstrom



Steven Schmult
Bianka N Serrano
Autumn P Sester
Daniel R Shook
Mary Malia Shroka
Kelsey L Sipp
Kaytlyn J Smart
Jan Marie R Solano
Savannah R Strohacker
Amanda E Surrusco
Cooper C Theriault
Jordan A Timm
Angelica Valdez
Paige E Valente

Jim Vejseli

Kelsey M Walston
Sydney Weiss

Jabari K Worsham
Hanah N Young
Taylor A Ziltz

College of Engineering
and Engineering
Technology

Futun A Abdulmajeed
Olutimilehin M Adeyingbo
Sabil Ahmed

Abriana H Ahmen
Hassan Nawaf Alammar
Mohamad M Alaoum
Ahmad K Alharbi

Ali H Almuradi
Abdulaziz A Alshehri
Hashhem A Altaher
Roberto Anaya

Luis R Anzaldua Zambrano
Rohan R Asar

Tyler M Aument

Joseph F Bajek

Fred Banuelos

Timothy E Barry

Jacob ] Benedetto
Shawn M Bennett
Siamak Berenji

Daniel S Blubaugh

Jack D Bobus

Zachary T Boisvert
Ismael D Braido

Ryan J Buechler
Krasimir V Bulakiev
Gerardo Carrillo

Marco A Ceniceros
Albert A Chrzastowski
Clayton W Coogan
Scott Corrales

Claudia I Cruz

Bill DeDual

Jacob M Edwards

Mark Angelo L Emiliano
Christopher G Eschweiler
Renee M Farren

Edgar O Flores

Jose Franco 111

Colin D Frank

Aaron S Freedkin

Tony George

Amer Ghanayem
Chutimun F Glanboot
Marcin T Gres

Raquel Gutierrez

Kevin R Heitlage

Brock A Hess

Ron Hill

Carrington A Hong
Darryl L Howard
Kevin P Hurley

Jaime Jaquez

Marcin D Jaskolski
Dayana L Jimenez Estrada
Dastagir Hashim Khan
Lucas M King
Anthony R Kohl
Kevin K Kowal

Tan G Kowalski
Benjamin D Kurnat I
Robert T Leadingham
Edward J Lukas Jr
Adam N Madey
Diego D Martinez
Kyle A Matthews
Michaela ] McMahon
George B Metzger
Damian A Mika
Joshua D Moore
Jacob ] Mrozek
Nehemiah S Myers
Mitchell L Newberg
Michael ] Newman
Matthew A Nge

Jack F Nielan

Wesley W Norris
Mohammad Nurullah
Andrew D Obert
Benn Olson
Oluwapelumi A Omosanya
Jonathan A Oros
Bhavikkumar Patel
Moises Reynoso Jr
Khasim T Rizvi
Byron Salvatierra Jr
Max A Senica

Ben E Shapiro

Rafay U Sharif
Nicholas ] Simpson
Horace M Singleton
Oluwaseun O Solomon
Peter M Solomon
Kamil P Stefanski
Robert A Stevenson
Blake R Stoltenberg
Murad Y Sulieman
Joseph L Summers
Osvaldo Torres
Marcos Torrescano
Laura A Turf

Pedro Vargas

Jacob D Vosecek
Michael A Walsh
Colin J Weigel
Anthony O Yemi-Akiniyi
Rameel N Youkhana
Mesum H Zaidi

College of Health and

Human Sciences

Nataliya Alenishka
Mohammed S Alshamrani
Lexi H Alsvig
Jordan R Altieri

Dua A Alzoriqi I
Madeline S Anaya
Brittany C Anderson
Mikaela Appleberry
Raffi G Artinian
Sara Babula

Eliya N Baker
Amanda N Barber

Talia A Barreto
Mariya Baughns
Alexis E Behl
Victor ] Birdsell
Roxanne R Black
Emma E Boicken
Gareth W Bond
Holly N Bowers
Armand Bracero
Kevin ] Bunschoten
Nia Burrows
Jessica J Carlos
Emily A Castellano
Leslie Castillo
Dyana S Castro
Melony L Cazarez
Madison R Cerda
Zhiwei Chen
Stephanie L Chorowicki
Taylor R Clark

Sam B Cohn
Tatyana M Coleman
Kari B Conway
Jennifer Cordero
Aaron R Cortez
Brisia N Davila
Mayrel De Guzman
Alina N De La Torre
Madison A Deacon
Grace H Dean
Savannah V Del Toro
Johnny A DeLaTorre
Sera H Delikaya
Joshua E Dixon
Nicole Z Dore
Breanna M Downer
Gianna M Dunn
Katherine A Durante
Katlynn M Dwiel
Michaela S Eddy
Brittany O Ekwonwa
Briana R Ellington
Lety Escamilla
Thalia S Espinoza
Hailey L Espy

Paige R Fish

Kelsey S Flicek
Jessica ] Flores
Angelic Fonseca
Julia P Frankel
Victoria R French
Louisa R Frost-Smith
Michelle Anne P Garde
Lana L Garnett
Sadie L Geske
Natalja Glazkova
Jesse Gomez

Jordan Gomez

Jesus Gonzalez
Jocelyn A Gonzalez
Stephanie G Good
Ashley L Gorski
Caroline N Graczyk
Amy M Gravel
Monica M Hakes
Atiya M Hall

Angel L Hannah
Kasey L Hembd
Alyssa N Hendrix
Anna K Hernandez
Adylene Herrera
Karina Herrera
Skyler E Hibbard
Meg A Houser
Maya K Hudak
Carolina Huerta

Hector G Huizar
Momina Hussain
Casey M Hutson
Tracy C Iroegbulem
Alex M Ives

Nicole M Jeske
Andrea N Johnson
Meghan L Johnson
Sophia E Jurkovic
Olivia J Kaskie
William ] Kavouriaris
Erin M Kelly-Schmidt
Tykiya M King
Emily E Klarman
Stefan R Krupiarz
Emily M Kvasnicka
Giana G LaGioia
Jake W Larson
Brandy S Lehman
Ryan S Lenartz
Alexie Leon
Diamond Lindsay
Adam J List

Grace Louis

Ana K Loza
Christian M Lozano
Cecilia J Lucente
Sade Lyles

Armani D Mabry
Nathaniel P Mackh
Taylor A Maertens
Ayaa A Mahdi
Tania Mancilla Foullon
Nicholas M Marotzke
Emily D Mason
Hannah C Mathews
Zahria C Matlock
Peyton M McCarthy
Tabitha C McGee 1
Megan ] McNamara
Priya N Mehta
Sonya M Mendoza
Jourdan E Menke
Heather Meservey Danielson
Brett ] Meyer
Kishea Mitchell
Alexandria S Moore
Marco A Morales
Marissa Moreno
Heather L Moser
Muskan K Muradhia
Giovanni Navarro
Kaitlyn E Nelson
Katy L Newton
Ashley E Nickels
Sylvia Nikolova
Sierra L Nisler

Scott M Novy
Emmanuel N Noye
Samantha H Nunez
Michael A Obadein
Valerie Origel

Jade M Parks
Laneah M Patrick
Snezana Pavicevic
Brenda L Perez
Lena H Petersen
Rebecca T Pieterick
Tamera C Powe
Delia Ramirez
Giselle Ramirez
Lauryn L Ransom
Kenneth Rapacon
Tyjuan N Reed
Brianne L Richter
Irina M Rieser



Niki Roesel

Estefani Rosas-Almanza
Bridget A Sabor
Alyssa N Salcedo
K’La A Salley

Karissa E Sampson
Haley A Sandin
Shannon L Santi
Alron Nicholas B Santos
Hannah M Saylor
Claire N Schrock
Symone Scott
Mackenzie M Seeman
Dominique E Sella
Gabrielle B Shaw
Sarah A Shefcik
Kirsten M Shelby
Kimberly A Shew
Tuliana Shykova
Kamila Siniakowicz
Ella Smajlovic
Bryana M Smith
Lanisha Smith
Nicole Sofer

Xavier A Sproling
Diamond D Stansil
Keeven Stephens
Abby A Steurer
Savanah M Stluka
Vanessa Stronczek
Destiny L Stubblefield
Katilyn C Sturdivant
Urska Suligoj

Lauren M Surufka
Natalie L Swanson
Lyshah S Sweeney
Ali Syed

Autumn Taeuber
Vincenzo G Taibi
Melissa E Take
Jazanay K Taylor
Monika B Tchavdarov
Jocelyn Tellez
Hannah I Templin
Kailyn L Thompson
Andrea R Tierney
Ronald R Tiglao
Brock R Tikson
David Tobon
Yilshalonte S Tolefree
Nastaphia Tomlinson
Angela M Varghese
Maira Velasquez- Galarza
Emma G Vercoe
Austin M Vickery
John T Wall
Cheyenne M Wallace
Mary E Walsh

Taylor Willett
Adriana Williams
Denesha Williams
Alexandrea E Wright
Shannon M Yaney
Matt N Zamudio
Yvonne Zarate
Gustavo D Zuniga

College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Sofian M Abdel-Jawad
Michael ] Abel

Joseph Acosta

Donald J Adamczyk
Adelaide R Adams

Emina Ademovic
Julissa ] Adrianzen
Adriana Aguilera Perez
Aleena Ahmad
Alwaaz A Ahmad
Rishad Ahmed
Sufiyan Ahmed
Brandon C Ahne
Leonardo A Aiello
Amanda C Alhambra
Abdallah A Alishah
Te'Kara L Allen
Charles M Alms
Amairany Alonso
David Alvarado
Brian M Alvarez
Alysa A Amy

Ryan N Anderson
Victoria I Andrzejewski
Vincent C Anemone
Irma C Angulo
Patrick L Antol
Simona Anyan
Andrew K Apeanyo
Efigenia D Arguelles
John M Aubert
Ernest F Avendano
Khishig Ayush

Sara Bahaji

Flamur Ballazhi
Josue Ballona

Dani R Bally

Soha I Bari
Gabrielle A Barnes
Joseph S Baroni
Shannon Barry
Kelly E Bauer
Jordyn A Bednar
David F Beiswenger
Sara Belarmino
Bryant E Benitez
Max ] Benson
Samantha L Berk
Kourtney Bert
Hannah C Biegel
Sara E Biesterfeldt
Sara E Biesterfeldt
Jarell A Blakey
Nicholas ] Bloniarz
Nicole A Bluemling
Alexander A Blyth
Melanie B Bobbitt
Naomi M Bolden
Cassandra D Bolin
Nathan T Bonovich
Rosa M Borjon
Daniela K Bravo
Darin A Brockmann
Eli Q Brottman
Louavinia D Brown
Connor R Brunson
Nasir J Bryant
James L Buchanan IV
Kathryn A Buchta
Alex J Buckwinkler
Sara J Burchard
James Burkart
Devon W Buse
Ashley S Campbell
Caitlyn S Campbell
Jose G Cantu Jr
Sharon A Carlson
Sherley M Castro
Megan S Chan
Kristin N Chapman
Lakenya S Chapman

Francisco ] Chico
Asya H Cigirgil
Daniel C Clark
Isabella K Coffman-Zapata
Kristopher R Cordova
Riley M Coules
Destiny ] Cowsert
Parker R Cox
Juwan M Cross
Angela Croswell
Alia S Cruz

Jason Cruz

Zoey L Cseresznyes
Haleigh Cummings
Santino D Curcio
Kirsten A Czuczuk
Angelica R Davis
Joshua C Davis
Nicholas J Davis
Raygen E Day
Jacob N Del Toro
Nicholas A Delaney
Derek Denton
Scott C Dibler
Anetia L Dickens
Hollee M Dimario
Gabe Ding

Carly A Dobie
Ryan A Dobner
Kyleigh E Dominguez
Kelsi L Domnick
Kentrell K Drummond
Lucas F Dutra
Alexander S Duvall
Joshua T Dyra
Reece W Ehret
Kelsey F Eiseman
Andrew T Elder
Maggie R Embree
Hilvene A Espenocilla
Daniel Facundo
Marjo C Feliciano
Rebekah N Fiedler
Ivan R Figueroa
Keren Figueroa
Larry E Flachmeyer
Joshue A Flores
Liliana Flores
Marisol Flores
Luke G Freitag
Molly E Freund
Christopher P Frey
Emily K Fuentes
Hailey A Galler
Laura C Gamez
Brooke M Gandy
Connor ] Gannon
Damian G Garcia
Jazmyne M Garcia
Robert S Garren
Andrew P Gibbens
Julia A Goldstein
Alicia M Gonzalez
Nicholas E Gordillo
Libby Gould
Joshua E Graves
Ruti Greenfield
Ryan W Groch
Connor M Gross
Leticia S Guereca
Craig Gustafson
Joseph Gutierrez Jr
Raul I Gutierrez
Megan A Hale
Sharon R Haney
Allyson C Hansen

Eugene D Harlow
Kaitlyn C Harper
Megan E Harris

Kevin L Hausen
Cassandra M Hawkins
Michelle L Hawkins
James K Haws

Jacob C Hayes
Lindsey N Hearn
Michael E Heene
Brian ] Heinrich
Hannah Marie T Heismann
Anna M Henson
Dulce I Hernandez Hernandez
Emanuel D Highley Jr
Jennifer H Ho
Christopher H Holliday
Emily C Hough
Mitchell Houska
Lori ] Howard-Cotterill
Huajian Huang
Tiffany N Hubbard
Brandon M Huber
Eduardo Huerta
Martin ] Hurst
Wilvert D Ibares
Lauren M Iverson
Hali L Ivlow
Cheyenne M Izer
Jeffrey D Jakubik

Paul M James

Milton C Jenkins Jr
Kennedy M Jones
Mathew W Jones
Samantha J Jordan
Jenene L Jorian
Donny Kapic
Alexander A Karamanis
Peter S Karnick
Michael M Karp
Addison A Keeneth
Justin D Kelley

Zhila Khamissi
Ahmed A Khan
Mohammed H Khan
Daniel M King
Thomas C King
James D Kirby Jr

Erik L Kivisto
Andrew T Klima
Benjamin J Kluga
Lauren M Knox
Andrew A Korpan
Mariana C Kostova
Andrew F Kozinski
Duncan A Kreidler
Steven T Kroll

Alisha K Krugman
Thuy Le

Lauren N Lett
Elizabeth E Liebentritt
Samantha L Lindberg
Brian C Lindstrom
Christina J Little
Michael N Lomotey
Monique Lopez
Ruben S Lopez

Mia Lord

Ashley H Luoma
Benjamin R Mackay Zacker
William R Madura
Anastasia G Malhotra
Kaela K Malloe

Cierra S Malone
Jonathan Mandelke
Oliwia M Maslon



Jenna C Maves
Alexander T McAnly
Jaleyah M McDonald
Zachary McQuate
Kelly Mendez

Mykia D Merchant
Douglas E Mertzenich
Katherine L Metz
Bryce C Meyers
Kevin ] Michalec
Diana Miguel
Madison E Milburn
Kennedy A Miller
Thomas S Miller
Elizabeth A Mitchell
Thomas Molloy
Idalis S Montanez
Elaine S Montgomery
Paris S Montgomery
Frank M Moore
Amabel Morales

Eric C Morden

Perla Moreno
Theresa R Morrin
Jaraiyia A Morris
Justyn D Morton
Heather L Moser
Roderic D Moyer

Sibhan I Murphy-Faulkner

Airetta C Myrick
Nico Naoi-Lee
Kenza Naqvi

Kayla N Negron
Milan M Nelson
Nicholas D Nelson
Michael H Nguyen
Derek R Noel
Carlos Nunez
Jobanny A Ocampo
Ayoola E Ogunbona
Andy D Olivares
Stephanie R O’Malley
Fres W Oquendo Jr
Kassandra D Ortega
Ellory Outly
Michael Pacyga
Adam P Page
Shravan Panchal
Avirajsinh N Parmar
Georgia ] Pashos
Aum Patel

Rachel A Patino

Le’Jera N Payton
Justin D Pendergast
Antony W Pierson
Philip R Powers
Stephanie L Provis
Alexander M Quatrini
Joshua R Quick
Gabriela I Ramos
Bridget M Ransford
Jake A Rasmussen
Devin M Ratcliffe
Mark P Raupp
Brandon R Reed
Jonathan C Regnery
Gail C Renner
Craig A Ritchie
Syed A Rizvi

John C Roberts
Destiny Z Robinson
Angie M Rodriguez
Ashley M Rogers
Alexander Rojas
Dana A Romaniak
Joshua J Ruiz
Sheyenne S Russell
Joseph A Sabatino
Kevin R Sabres
Midori M Sakagawa
Juan I Sanchez Jr
Amanda Schemenauer
Carli L Schmidt
Andrew ] Schneidwind
Joseph N Schulz
Claudia M Seidita
Arnold D Shead
Aston L Shelton
Nikole S Sherwin
Batool A Shirazi
Asim B Siddiqui
Zack R Silerzio
LeAnequa S Sims
Anna M Slayton
Lizzy D Small
Karanvir S Sodhi
Emma A Sorour
Bianca F Spalla
Elisabeth P Stassi
Preston A Stemmons
Danielle R Stewart
Michael A Stockl
Payton Suchomel

Kellie R Suelter
Jane E Swift
Ryan Sy

Kyra A Sykes
Steven O Tarver
Ellyse L Tate
Jessica A Tekielak
Danesha R Telfair
Colin R Teng
Hannah M Tharp
Diante M Thompson
Austin Tillema
Masha Tipikin

Kalalaelisa M Toomalatai

Jalissa A Torres
Jeanette M Travis
Jacky R Triplitt
Hannah Tucker
Craig M Ullrich
Adedayo Uwensuyi
Abigail Valdez
Andrew P Van Durme
Jordan D Van Leeuwen
Paige N Vanderstuyf
Aaron M Vandy
Rhaya M Vaughn
Oscar A Vera

Dru W Vileta

Jesus Villa Jr

Edgar B Villafuerte
Vanessa Villalobos
Cacley S Vormittag
Lauren A Wallace
Zachary ] Waller
Gabriel D Ward
Kevin D Warren
Nicolas ] Webb
Sydney N Webster
Emily ] Weingart
Thomas C White
Robert Whitten V
Emma R Wille
Danielle ] Williams
Anna E Wojciechowski
Hong Wu

Jordan C Wynn
Jonathan S Yan
Shaoyu Yu

Yesenia Zaragoza Jr
Snow T Zin

Kevin E Zurita

College of Visual and
Performing Arts

Peter J Aburto
Christian D Bierma
Erin M Boudreau
Anjela A Cabanlong
Sharon A Carlson

Erin R Crawford
Manuel Espejel Jr
Jonathan R Evans-Obrien
Danielle M Eychaner
Dustin ] Falconer
Anya I Gavin

Travis Hale

Ronald G Harris IT 1T
Vivianna Herrera
Gabriela N Ibanez
Rachel K Jaco

Emily R Johnson
Isaac J La Russa

Avery LaPlante

Hector A Lara IT

Juvia S London
Kayliegh M McGovern
Stephanie Medina
Alyssa M Noonen
Riley R Oberg

Cydney P Olah
Breanna N Pippin
Joshua R Quick
Hadley J Richardson-O’Brien
Teri L Robinson
Alexsandra M Rockman
Zachary Rosenbaum
Juan I Sanchez Jr
Samantha A Schmid
Juan Miguel R Sedonio
Lanisha Smith

Mary Kay Soesbe
Charles J Sourile
Caitlin E Terwedow
Hannah ] Tidwell
Karen C Veeder

Keely L Walker

Kara M Walter

Kaitlyn M Wilcher
Kahlia A Williams
Jessica R Witherspoon
Jordan D Zwolski



December 2020 Undergraduate Degrees with Distinction
Students listed here have applied to graduate at the end of the Fall semester and are being considered as candidates to graduate with

Degrees with Distinction. Grade point averages are computed on the basis of all work attempted during those semesters which include the
last 45 hours of work completed and in progress at NIU.

Degrees with distinction awarded as follows:
Cum Laude 3.50 — 3.749
Magna Cum Laude 3.75 — 3.899
Summa Cum Laude 3.90 — 4.00

NOTE — GPA calculation includes grades earned at the end of the Summer semester. This list is not to be considered official until all
grades are received for the Fall semester and the student’s GPA is recalculated.

Please also be advised that some names may have been omitted due to the student not meeting the GPA requirement at the time of printing
this booklet; conversely, some students listed may not receive the honor indicated. The appropriate honor will be noted on both the
student’s diploma and official transcript.

Summa Cum Laude Magna Cum Laude

Donald ] Adamczyk Andrea R Kastor Futun A Abdulmajeed Ashley L Gorski Nehemiah S Myers
Nicholas W Adamczyk Ahmed A Khan Lashawn T Alexander Amy M Gravel Samantha H Nunez
Aleena Ahmad Haley M Kinnamon Madeline S Anaya Leticia S Guereca Elizabeth A Ormbrek
Brandon C Ahne Benjamin J Kluga Samantha N Angarola Craig Gustafson Justin D Pendergast
Abdallah A Alishah Gabrielle M Kuney Tyler M Aument Channing D Haacker Matthew B Peters
Raffi G Artinian Isaac J La Russa Miles D Baggett Monica M Hakes Daniel W Pullen Jr
Eliya N Baker Samantha L Lindberg Amanda N Barber Marissa N Hardy Mark P Raupp
Mariya Baughns Yudong Ling Victor ] Birdsell Megan E Harris Gail C Renner
Alexis E Behl Mia Lord Riley Blackwell Cassandra M Hawkins Mason ] Rhodenbaugh
Samantha L Berk Grace Louis Nicholas J Bloniarz Lindsey N Hearn Hadley J Richardson-
Emma E Boicken Taylor A Maertens Gareth W Bond Karina Herrera O’Brien
Jessica M Brezwyn Ashley M Manor Cody M Bradshaw Skyler E Hibbard Emily C Rodriguez
Shelby N Bruder Penelope R McKeehan Devon W Buse Christopher H Holliday Kevin R Sabres
Alex J Buckwinkler Michaela ] McMahon Cynthia Cabrera Kaisa M Holmstrom Brandon A Springer
Taylor Burger Megan ] McNamara Madison R Cerda Hayley J Janis Joseph F Stelmack
Mariah K Cavanaugh Madison E Milburn Francisco J Chico Meghan L Johnson Abby A Steurer
Megan S Chan Daniel ] Miller Janki M Chokshi Mallory A Julen Kyle D Streit
Mackenzie ] Cmiel Austin M Nelson Lauren V Claus Sophia E Jurkovic Margaret A Strote
Raylinn C Crane Abigail I Newman Timothy N Co Zhila Khamissi Jane E Swift
Erin R Crawford Cydney P Olah Sam B Cohn Francis T Koniewicz Autumn Taeuber
Jessica E Crawford McKenzie R Palmeri Alice E Curry Mariana C Kostova Abigail Valdez
Mark A De Nicolo Juan Pasillas Grace H Dean Kaitlin Kowalski Keely L Walker
Alexa K Dechant Stephanie L Provis Lucas F Dutra Giana G LaGioia Jayla M Walls
Ram Louis D Del Giselle Ramirez Reece W Ehret Adam J List Mary E Walsh

Mundo Bridget M Ransford Maggie R Embree Julie L Macek Sydney Weiss
Johnny A DeLaTorre Jonathan C Regnery Lety Escamilla Oliwia M Maslon Jack M Widhalm
Angelika N Demeas Phoebe M Regnery Danielle M Eychaner Christopher F McGuire Denesha Williams
Melissa Diaz Brianne L Richter Jacob L Fane Stephanie Medina Emily R Williams
Carissa S Doyle Alexsandra M Rockman Luke G Freitag Crystal D Mossberger Jessica R Witherspoon
Adam C Dunning Yvonne Rodriguez Jazmyne M Garcia Charity L Munjeli Shannon M Yaney
Roxanne S Espinoza Alexis M Safstrom Madeline C Geisel Melissa Munoz Shaoyu Yu
Autumn C Evans Liliana Sanchez Jocelyn A Gonzalez
Marjo C Feliciano Samantha A Schmid

Caleb D Flex

Bianka N Serrano

Ruti Greenfield Autumn P Sester

Ryan W Groch Jarod C Smith
Danielle Grove Bianca F Spalla

Megan E Grove Savannah R Strohacker
Meghan L Guedel Urska Suligoj

Alyssa N Hendrix Amanda E Surrusco
Jennifer H Ho Angelica Valdez
Huajian Huang Jim Vejseli

Jeffrey D Jakubik Kevin D Warren
Emily R Johnson Emma R Wille
Mathew W Jones Anna E Wojciechowski



Cum Laude

Erik L Abrell
Emina Ademovic
Sabil Ahmed

James S Albright I
Charles M Alms
David Alvarado
Mike D Anderson
Mikaela Appleberry
Camille Ann M Arce
Bree C Arend
Khishig Ayush
Dani R Bally
Joseph S Baroni
Julia R Becker

Sara Belarmino
Christian D Bierma
Elizabeth Bogard
Zachary T Boisvert
Linda M Bolanos
Ismael D Braido
Caleb D Brayboy
Ryan J Buechler
Ashley S Campbell
Jessica ] Carlos
Elizabeth Castillo
Leslie Castillo
Dyana S Castro
Bobby Chahal
Kristin N Chapman
Lakenya S Chapman
Zhiwei Chen
Amanda J Childers
Destiny ] Cowsert
Alia S Cruz
Lindsey A David

Raygen E Day
Madison A Deacon
Savannah V Del Toro
Nicholas A Delaney
Noah M Delgado
Scott C Dibler
Ryan A Dobner
Kelsi L Domnick
Beatrice D Dumenko
Thomas F Dumoulin
Michaela S Eddy
Jacob M Edwards
Andrew T Elder
Thalia S Espinoza
Rebekah N Fiedler
Paige R Fish
Jessica J Flores
Colin D Frank
Anthony D Fritz Jr
Megan E Frodyma
Brooke M Gandy
Aylin M Garza Silva
Alexia M Gomez
Alicia M Gonzalez
Jesus Gonzalez
Stephanie G Good
Caroline N Graczyk
Ethan Gruben
Sharon R Haney
Angel L Hannah
Blake E Hartigan
Maylene M Haug
Kevin L Hausen
Michael E Heene
Alexis N Herrera

Brock A Hess
Jacob C Hildebrand

Lori ] Howard-Cotterill

Brandon M Huber
Carolina Huerta
Hector G Huizar
Alex M Ives

Ashley L Ivy

Rachel K Jaco

Taysir M Jibawi
James Kaeppel
Mohammed H Khan
Lucas M King

Emily E Klarman
Stephanie N Knoth
Andrew F Kozinski
Alisha K Krugman
Robert T Leadingham
Cecilia J Lucente
Sade Lyles

Adam N Madey
Ayaa A Mahdi
Jonathan Mandelke
Abdul M Maniya
Dominic W Marchetti
Allison A Marshall
Kyle A Matthews
Sonya M Mendoza
Lily B Michaels
Elizabeth A Mitchell
Idalis S Montanez
Elaine S Montgomery
Justyn D Morton
Heather L Moser
Muskan K Muradhia

Michael M Nally

Katy L Newton

Jack F Nielan

Sierra L Nisler

Scott M Novy

Edgar O Nunez

Mohammad Nurullah

Michael A Obadein

Andrew D Obert

Eric ] O’Loughlin

Benn Olson

Stephanie R O’Malley

Erovwo G Oraka

Valerie Origel

Jonelly A Orozco

Kassandra D Ortega

Brenda L Perez

Sidharth Raj Prabodh
Sheth

Jake A Rasmussen

Craig A Ritchie

Syed A Rizvi

Teri L Robinson

Jonathan C Rodriguez

Julia K Saldivar

Miguel A San Juan

Shannon L Santi

Alron Nicholas B Santos

Carli L Schmidt
Claudia M Seidita
Gabrielle B Shaw
Sarah A Shefcik
Kirsten M Shelby
Kimberly A Shew
Mary Malia Shroka

Iuliana Shykova
Kelsey L Sipp
David Skowronski
Kaytlyn J Smart
Nicole Sofer
Danielle R Stewart
Savanah M Stluka
Michael A Stockl
Lauren M Surufka
Natalie L Swanson
Ali Syed

Ellyse L Tate
Hannah I Templin
Cooper C Theriault
Hannah ] Tidwell
Brock R Tikson
Yilshalonte S Tolefree
Maria P Tranchina
Beverly Truong
Laura A Turf
Johnathon M Twohig
Jordan D Van Leeuwen
Aaron M Vandy
Rhaya M Vaughn
Karen C Veeder
Khushi A Vyas

Kyle ] Walden
Kelsey M Walston
Kara M Walter
Nicolas ] Webb
Sydney N Webster
Briana C Williams
Jacob R Winbolt
Hong Wu

Taylor A Ziltz



August 2020 Undergraduate Degree Recipients

The list of August 2020 undergraduate degree recipients was compiled from information received from the
Office of Registration and Records as of September 2020.

College of Business

Farah H Abusalem
Frank Acheampong
Jorge L Arroyo
Stephen J Atkins
Shaun P Bueno
Caitlyn A Campbell
Frank M Caragiulo
Julianne Camille L Cheng
Reece D Conroyd
Paige E Cooper
Ayman M El-Shafie
Simon A Enriquez
Michael W Galluzzo
Enrique Garcia
Jorge Garcia

Emily L Gehrke
Abigail E Gentelin
Nicholas T Graziano
Wahab U Haq
Kathleen R Hawkins
Brandon ] Hayes
Benjamin D Hicks
Ethan B Hjelm
Mumue Htoo
Charmaine Irani
Angel M Jones
Konrad Kieruzal
Jeremy R Kueltzo
Joshua L Lenning
Samuel Mansk

John W Moellring
Kevin P O’Brien
Caleb A Ochlberg
Joylyn D Ortiz
Jaime L Pellegrini
Ruobing Peng
Leonel Perez

Emily L Petrocelli
Jordan R Porter
Madison ] Reilly
Italo Roche

Lisette Rosales
Alexandria N Sanchez
Derek M Schuy
Ricardo S Suarez
Crispen S Tchepnou
Jackie L Thomas
Rage M Thomas
Brandon P Ward

College of Education

Redzep A Abdiu
Alfredo Alvarez
Francisco Arellano-Aguilera
Jasmin Arteaga
Alexandria M Bednarski
Josh W Bolander

Ethan S Breitenstein
Antonio B Calabrese
Haley E Egelhof

Julia M Emer

Jonathan R Essex
Maricela Garcia

Sydne’ M Jackson

Corey M Johnson
Brendan P Lochbaum
Nicholas D Marconi
Angela F Martinez
Nicholas A Meneghetti
Ricardo A Meraz
Theo C Nelson
Genelle D Ortiz
Cortney P Parker
Nisha Patel

Cora L Rebhan
Alexa L Redmond
Randi Reis

Juan P Rios
Griselda Rodriguez
Logan Ruiz-Jones
Nazia Saiyed
Kristopher R Smith
Thomas H Szczasny
Brenda M Winchell
Kyle R Wood

College of Engineering
and Engineering
Technology

Jose G Aguirre
Albert T Argubright
Joseph H Carrozza
Edgar Catalan

Rayan Chatterjee
James P Draper
McKennon C Escatel
Hector F Figueroa
Shawn R Greenwaldt
Angel Hernandez
jiale ji

Eric E Kant

Joshua F Leung
Munther Mahmud
Ryan M McManus
Joseph H Mesyef
Patrick R Minton
Peter ] Mueller
Derek M Neises
Paulina Ortega
Cory J Packard
Jaden M Richardson
Brian E Seidel

Isa Sheik

Krystian D Skladanowski
Wesley A Triphahn
Alexander I Urbina
Johnnell D Winkfield

College of Health and

Human Sciences

Gina C Alderson
Abrar A Alghamdi
Sarah M Bridgeforth
Lunden N Burnett
Riley N Clark

Kelsey E Clothier
Meaghan C Cortes
Alexandra B Crowley

Mark D Crownhart
Raven I DeBonnett Bunton
Izabel M Delima
Richard M Diorka
Erica P Dogan
Jennie Espinoza
Marina G Feffer
Kelly Florido
Regina E Flowers
Marcelina R Gonzalez
Allison L Gorvett
Emmanuel A Gyasi
Rebecca L Hanover
Grace E Harris
Alexis N Hernandez
Essence Hollins
Sandy E Ied
Joshua ] Inyang
Olivia A Keegan
Steven Kim
Samantha P Kline
Kendra L Lamb
Abigail R LaRocco
Breanna D Lee
Guillermina Leon
Daisy Lozano

Cory A Mata
Keilene V McCants
Lukasz Nauka
Cathy Ngoma
Rayneria M Norah
Stacie L Olsen
Bria J Parker
Mariana Pitts
Kimberly M Radman
Rachel A Rauchfuss
Giovanni A Regalado
Brisa Reyes

Melissa A Ricci
Mariah R Rice
Jaquail Ross
Kathryn O Sawyer
Stacy M Schoepko
Kisha R Schuler
Jocelyn Segura
Nicole J Smalley
Sydnee E Stalker
Kaprielle J Streeter
Celine A Taylor
Melissa S Taylor
Marcus L Tyus
Cesar A Valdez
Sheena A Vallesterol
Ximena Vences
Trisha R Walker
Tori Wells

Mary Beth A Wilson
Ayana L Zinn

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

Arlene E Acosta
Ksenia A Albert
Frankie N Alfano
Michael G Assefa
Riley J Barno

William R Barrett
Jeffrey ] Berman
Meagan A Biddle
Naiomi R Bidigare
Ryan M Brandt

Max W Brinson
Gabriel Bueno
Jocelyn L Cain

Karen A Caithamer
Anthony C Cannata
Michael ] Carlson
Robert Q Carolan
Precious Carroll
Nicolas Castillo

Perla A Celis

Emily C Christensen
Evan G Cinkovich
Coleman L Czajkowski
Robert Czarkowski
Luis Y De Anda
Martha Y De Leon
Roberto Devera
Adia S Dew
Mellissa ] DiCarlo-Kitzing
Robert G Dominique
Edward J Dudeck
Emilie B Elliott
Tatyana T Esper

Ttzel Fernandez
Emily E Fiala

Maria C Fischer-Benitez
Sean R Fitzgerald
Samantha M Flores
Nicholas T Foster
Courtney K Friday
Jesus Galvan-Mendez
Michael ] Geduldig
Alexis C Gibson
James E Gidlund
Alina Gofman
Angelica I Grigg
Jonathan R Guzman
Erika Haro

Dana D Hawkins
Scott Hein
Alexander S Herman
Nicolas A Heyden
David ] Hillard
Michael O Hookstadt
Carlton O Hunt
Niki M Hunter
Breyana Jackson

Tia S Johnson
Patrice K Juarez
McCoy Kent

Lane N Kiczula
Heather A Klain
Victoria E Kosuth
Heather R Kronenberg
Lynette L Landers
Jenna B Lange
Abigail R LaRocco
Maxwell S Laskowski
Larisa C Latorre
Gabriel R Leblanc
Dayton M LeClercq
Lisa M Lilianstrom
Carlos A Lopez



Matt Lorbeck

Emily E Lorusso
Tamiko M Lucas
Ryan S Lundin
Theodore M M Guy III
Alexsandra M Martin
Nadashe D Martin
Kevin S Mateblewski
Patrick ] McGady
Vivian M Meade
Shayne W Meyer
Andrew D Montavon
Erika Morales

Musab H Nassir
Jeremy R Nederbo
Bhumika Niraula
Maclean B Nolan
Katie E Nosal
Shaquan M Oliver
Sabrina M Ortega
Susan M Owano

Sarah W Pace
Jordan J Papai
Noah ] Parsons
Pratik Patel

Derrick B Petruchuis
Thomas J Phetmeuangmay
Benjamin J Pilarczyk
Joshua S Prell
Matthew Pusateri
Robert A Rader
Mariam Rasheed
Sylvester C Ratcliffe
Mylan P Reeves
Analise N Regalado
Uriel Rivera

Cierra M Robinson
Jean M Rocher
Alexa R Rogalla
Marissa T Roueche
Jorge F Salic

Clare M Scarbeary

Madison Schweitzer
Abby C Seacrist
Marrio Shaw
Christopher J Silva
Ginger R Simons
Devin C Smith
Nicole C Soraich
Emanuel A Stemmons
Alexcia E Stephens
Latress A Strickland
Zihao Sun
Matthew ] Swed
Lukasz Switaj
Collin S Szafranski
Ryan M Towner
Graice Trajani

Alize K Travis
Yannick M Tshikaya
Sierra M Turner
Jacob A Vest

Edgar Villagran

Marcos Villalobos

Anthony D Volpendesta-Valerio
Melanie B Watkins

Benjamin C Webster

Cameron C Wilder
Christopher D Wills

Joshua T Wilson

Kimberly D Woods

College of Visual and
Performing Arts

Kristina R Goings
Alysa C Langlais
Matthew R McKinley
Catherine M Meyer
Nicolas A Monte
Craig D Ymson



August 2020 Undergraduate Degrees with Distinction

This list of August undergraduate degree recipients was compiled from information received from the Office of Registration and Records as
of September. These students have successfully completed all of the necessary requirements for the official certification and awarding of their
respective degree at the end of the Summer semester.

Honors are noted for those undergraduate students who either graduated as part of the University Honors Program or graduated with a
Degree with Distinction.

In order to graduate with a Degree with Distinction a student must have completed at least 60 semester hours of work at NIU. Grade point
averages are computed on the basis of all work attempted during those semesters which include the last 60 hours of work completed at NIU.

Degrees with Distinction are awarded as follows:
Cum Laude 3.50-3.749
Magna Cum Laude 3.75-3.899
Summa Cum Laude 3.90-4.00

Summa Cum Laude Magna Cum Laude Cum Laude

Josh Wesley Bolander

Luis Y De Anda

Mellissa Joy DiCarlo-Kitzing
Haley Elizabeth Egelhof
Marina Grace Feffer
Emily Lorraine Gehrke
Samantha Pearl Kline
Dayton Mitchell LeClercq
Fan Lu

Nicholas Dean Marconi
Caleb Adam Ochlberg
Jordan Jean Nicole Papai
Randi Reis

Alexa Rose Rogalla

Nazia Saiyed

Kisha Renee Schuler
Nicole June Smalley
Sheena Angela Vallesterol

Francisco Arellano-Aguilera
Alexandria Marie Bednarski
Kelsey E Clothier

Jonathan Robert Essex
Courtney Kathleen Friday
Enrique Garcia

Maricela Garcia

Abigail Elice Gentelin
Marcelina Ruth Gonzalez
Grace Elizabeth Harris
Brandon Jared Hayes
Alexis Noel Hernandez
Kendra Lynn Lamb
Catherine Mary Meyer
Jeremy Raymond Nederbo
Nisha Patel

Juan Pablo Rios

Kristopher Richard Smith Jr
Matthew Jacob Swed
Ximena Vences

Brenda Marisa Winchell

Redzep Abdi Abdiu
Frank Acheampong
Ksenia Ashley Albert
Gina C Alderson

Jasmin Arteaga

Jeffrey James Berman
Ethan Samuel Breitenstein
Robert Quinn Carolan
Emily Celeste Christensen
Reece Doyle Conroyd
Paige Emily Cooper
Simon Azores Enriquez
Jennie Espinoza

Sean R Fitzgerald

Jesus Galvan-Mendez
Jorge Garcia

Wahab Ul Haq

Erika Haro

Alexander Steen Herman
Abigail Rose LaRocco
Gabriel Rashad Leblanc
Breanna D Lee

Xinrui Liu

Brendan Patrick Lochbaum
Daisy Lozano

Tamiko Melaniece Lucas
Angela Frace Martinez
Ryan Michael McManus
Joseph Hussain Mesyef
Patrick Ryan Minton
Genelle Destinee Ortiz
Susan Marie Owano
Cory Jamison Packard
Jaime Lee Pellegrini
Ruobing Peng

Mariana Pitts

Giovanni Antonio Regalado
Kathryn Olivia Sawyer
Madison Schweitzer
Marrio Shaw

Celine Anne Taylor
Joshua Timothy Wilson
Craig Daniel Ymson
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Alma Mater
Hail, NIU

Hail to thee our Alma Mater,

ever shall we praise your name.

Here we proudly lift our voices,

thousands strong we sing your fame.

Free, steadfast, devoted, true.

We will always stand by you.

Let our cheers resound for Northern:

Hail, NIU.

by Wilbur Smith (1957)

Commencement Program

This Commencement Program lists the names of individuals who have applied for graduation on the presumption that all the requirements
have been, or will have been, met by the end of the semester. To be listed in this program, individuals were required to apply for graduation
by the respective posted dates at the Graduate School or at the Office of Registration and Records. The fact that a candidate’s name is listed
in this program does not indicate that he or she will in fact qualify for graduation.

Nondisclosure of Directory Information

In accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, students who have chosen not to release directory information
to public disclosure (which includes, but is not limited to, degrees conferred) will not appear in this program.

Northern Illinois University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, marital status, national origin, disability, status
based on the Victims’ Economic Security and Safety Act (VESSA) or status as a disabled or Vietnam-era veteran. Further, the Constitution and Bylaws of Northern Illinois University provides for equal
treatment regardless of political views or affiliation, and sexual orientation. Inquiries concerning application of Title IX, Section 504, and other statutes and regulations may be referred to the Affirmative
Action and Diversity Resources Center, 1515 W. Lincoln Highway, DeKalb, IL 60115, telephone 815-753-1118. Printed by authority of the State of Illinois. www.niu.edu 110745 3.2M 10/20


www.niu.edu




	Structure Bookmarks
	Figure
	August and DecemberClass of 2020 
	Figure
	Dear Class of 2020, 
	It has a distinct ring to it: “Class of 2020.” 
	Indeed, you are special. You’ve worked hard. You’ve studied hard. You’ve sharpened your critical-thinking skills and expanded your horizons. Earning your degree is an important achievement in your life, a milestone that will pave the way for your future. 
	For our future. 
	You follow in the footsteps of Huskies of the past. They, too, worked hard and accomplished much during their time at NIU. But we all know that, for the Class of 2020, your achievements are unique. They came in the midst of unprecedented uncertainty, crisis and change. 
	No one could have predicted that a pandemic would turn our world upside down, would force NIU and universities nationwide to pivot to remote learning. During this precarious time, you pressed on. You did this despite considerable hardships—a new way of learning, financial challenges, responsibilities for the care of children, parents, grandparents and neighbors. 
	While the world was reeling, you kept your focus. 
	During this time of change and upheaval, I’m heartened by the knowledge that our future is in good hands. You have the skills, and the values, to make a difference. I have no doubt the NIU Class of 2020 will change our world for the better. 
	It was our full intention to celebrate your achievements with your family and friends together on our NIU campus. Unfortunately, the health crisis prevented a timely commencement ceremony. Yet, that must not prevent us from taking stock of your achievements and celebrating your success. 
	On behalf of the provost, deans, faculty and Board of Trustees, I congratulate you on your extraordinary accomplishments. Perhaps more than any graduation class in NIU’s 125-year history, the Class of 2020 affirms the spirit of our community and embodies the three words: Huskies. Never. Quit. 
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	University Administration 
	Lisa Freeman, D.V.M., Ph.D., President Beth Ingram, Ph.D., Executive Vice President and Provost Gerald Blazey, Ph.D., Vice President for Research and Innovation Partnerships 
	Graduate School 
	Graduate School 
	Bradley G. Bond, Ph.D., Dean of the Graduate School and Associate Vice President for Graduate Studies 

	College of Business 
	College of Business 
	Balaji Rajagopalan, Ph.D., Dean Daewoo Park, Ph.D., Associate Dean Rebecca T. Shortridge, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Accountancy Gina K. Nicolosi, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Finance Jon P. Briscoe, D.B.A., Chair, Department of Management Vijaykumar Krishnan Palghat, Ph.D., Chair, Department of 
	Marketing 
	Chang Liu, D.B.A., Chair, Department of Operations Management and Information Systems 

	College of Education 
	College of Education 
	Laurie Elish-Piper, Ph.D., Dean David A. Walker, Ph.D., Associate Dean William A. Pitney, III, Ed.D., Associate Dean of Research, 
	Resources and Innovation 
	Suzanne Degges-White, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Counseling, Adult and Higher Education 
	Sally Blake, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
	Wei-Chen Hung, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Educational Technology, Research and Assessment 
	Todd A. Gilson, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Kinesiology and Physical Education 
	Carolyn Pluim, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Leadership, Educational Psychology and Foundations 
	Laura Hedin, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Special and Early Education 

	College of Engineering and Engineering Technology 
	College of Engineering and Engineering Technology 
	Donald R. Peterson, Ph.D., Dean Mansour Tahernezhadi, Ph.D., Senior Associate Dean, Research 
	and Graduate Programs 
	Abul K. M. Azad, Ph.D., Associate Dean, Undergraduate Programs 
	Mansoor Alam, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Electrical 
	Engineering 
	Purushothaman Damodaran, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering 
	Tariq Shamim, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Mechanical Engineering 
	Rao Kilaparti, Ph.D., Interim Chair, Department of Engineering Technology 

	College of Health and Human Sciences 
	College of Health and Human Sciences 
	Derryl E. Block, Ph.D., Dean Michael R. Kushnick, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Academic Affairs Sherrill R. Morris, Ph.D., Chair, School of Allied Health and 
	Communicative Disorders Thomas Pavkov, Ph.D., Chair, School of Family and Consumer 
	Sciences 
	Jeanne M. Isabel, Ed.D., Chair, Health Studies 
	Paul E. Priester, Ph.D., Chair, School of Interdisciplinary Health 
	Professions 
	Susan Caplan, Ph.D., Chair, School of Nursing 
	Andrew Spring, M.A., Chair, Department of Military Science 
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	College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
	College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
	Robert Brinkmann, Ph.D., Dean 
	E. Taylor Atkins, Ph.D., Associate Dean Sue Mini, Ph.D., Associate Dean Leslie Matuszewich, Ph.D., Associate Dean Leila Porter, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Anthropology Barrie P. Bode, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Biological Sciences Ralph Wheeler, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Chemistry 
	and Biochemistry Mehdi Semati, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Communication Nicholas T. Karonis, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Computer Science Carl Campbell III, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Economics Lara Crowley, Ph.D., Chair, Department of English Melissa Lenczewiski, Ph.D., Director, Environmental Studies Wei Luo, Ph.D., Acting Chair, Department of Geographic and 
	Atmospheric Sciences Mark Fischer, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Geology and 
	Environmental Geosciences Valerie Garver, Ph.D., Chair, Department of History Jeffrey Thunder, Ph.D., Acting Chair, Department of 
	Mathematical Sciences Alicia Schatteman, Ph.D., Director, NNGO Jason Hanna, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Philosophy Vishnu Zutshi, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Physics Mitch Pickerill, Ph.D., Acting Chair, Department of Political Science Amanda Durik, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Psychology Kurt Thurmaier, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Public Administration Michael Ezell, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Sociology 
	Barbara Gonzalez, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Statistics John Bentley, Ph.D., Chair, Department of World Languages and Cultures 

	College of Visual and Performing Arts 
	College of Visual and Performing Arts 
	Paul Kassel, M.F.A., Dean Ed Klonoski, Ph.D., Acting Associate Dean Douglas Boughton, Ph.D., Interim Director, School of Art and 
	Design 
	Andrew Glendening, D.M.A., Director, School of Music 
	Alexander Gelman, M.F.A., Director, School of Theatre and Dance 
	Figure
	Judy Santacaterina, M.A., Director, Bachelor of General Studies 


	Academic Regalia 
	Academic Regalia 
	In its colors and costumes, the graduation ceremony today dates from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, when universities first began to take shape. Long cloaks or gowns worn by clerics studying in holy orders were probably needed for warmth in the drafty, unheated halls. The hood, originally part of the medieval cowl, could be pulled forward or thrown back according to weather conditions. 
	European universities developed extremely varied, often richly embroidered, academic vestments. Seeking to avoid the complexity and confusion of foreign academic ceremonies, American educators in 1895 adopted a uniform code of dress. Accordingly, the bachelor’s gown is designed to be worn closed and is distinguished primarily by its long pointed sleeves; the master’s gown has oblong sleeves that are cut out at the bottom of the front; the doctor’s gown is distinguished by full bell-shaped sleeves with three
	In the United States, the hood is the most outstanding feature of the academic costume. The length and shape of the hood indicate the degree that is granted. The lining displays the official colors of the university granting the degree. Northern Illinois University’s official colors are cardinal red and black. The velvet trimming indicates the degree. 
	The mortarboard cap is an Oxford style. Except for the gold tassels of the doctoral degrees, the colors of the tassels on NIU regalia represent the degrees or certificates to be granted. 
	Colors for the hood trimming and tassels are:
	 •
	 •
	 •
	 Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or Master of Arts (M.A.) degree: white

	 •
	 •
	 Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) or Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.) degree: brown

	 •
	 •
	 Bachelor of Music (B.M.) or Master of Music (M.M.) degree or Performer’s Certificate: pink

	 •
	 •
	 Bachelor of Science (B.S.) or Master of Science (M.S.) degree: 


	golden yellow
	 • Bachelor of Science in Education (B.S.Ed.), Master of Science in Education (M.S.Ed.), Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.), Master of Science in Teaching (M.S.TCH) or, Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) degree: light blue 
	•
	•
	•
	 Master of Accounting Science (M.A.S.), Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.), or Master of Science in Taxation (M.S.T.) degree: light brown 

	•
	•
	 Master of Public Administration (M.P.A.) degree: peacock blue

	 •
	 •
	 Master of Public Health (M.P.H.) degree: salmon

	 •
	 •
	 Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree: purple hood, purple tassel

	 •
	 •
	 Doctor of Audiology (Au.D.) degree: green hood, gold tassel

	 •
	 •
	 Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) degree: light blue hood, gold tassel

	 •
	 •
	 Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree: orange hood, gold tassel

	 •
	 •
	 Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree: dark blue hood, gold tassel

	 •
	 •
	 Doctor of Physical Therapy (D.P.T.) degree: teal hood, gold tassel 


	The colors for the Bachelor of General Studies degree (B.G.S.) and Certificate of Advanced Study (C.A.S.) are determined by 
	the offering college. Colors representing the degrees generally have historical associations. For example, the white trim on the hood of the graduates in liberal arts derives from the white fur that lined the winter hood of Oxford masters centuries ago. 
	• A Doctoral degree at NIU requires 90 or more semester hours of graduate work beyond the baccalaureate degree and the research and writing of a dissertation, an original contribution to knowledge that is defined in an oral examination. 
	• The Master of Fine Arts degree is a terminal degree in the creative and performing arts; these programs involve 60 semester hours of graduate course work and culminate in a major one-person show (in art) or scholarly project (theatre arts). 
	• An Educational Specialist degree requires 30 semester hours of course work beyond the master’s degree; the Performer’s Certificate, 24 semester hours, usually undertaken after a master’s degree. 
	• Other master’s degrees require a minimum of 30-48 semester hours of graduate work (depending upon program); individual programs may require the student to write a thesis or other research paper, produce a show or recital, pass comprehensive examinations, complete an internship or practicum, or undertake other capstone experiences. 
	Artifact

	Academic Tradition 
	Academic Tradition 
	The University Mace 
	The University Mace 
	The University Mace 

	In academic ceremonies, the mace is symbolic of university authority, transcending the tenure of individual presidents. Protocol requires the use of the mace in the processional and recessional of major academic ceremonies. Typically the mace bearer is a highly respected member of the faculty, and he or she immediately precedes the president both entering and leaving the ceremony. 
	Designed in 1968 by NIU Art Professor Bill Haendel, the NIU presidential mace was first used at the inauguration of the late President Rhoten Smith. The graceful walnut staff originally featured a four-sided head engraved with quotations from ancient philosophers, writers and founding fathers. In an effort to bring new life to the mace tradition, President Freeman asked students, faculty, staff and alumni to suggest quotations that resonate more meaningfully with today’s university community. School of Art 

	New Mace Quotes 
	New Mace Quotes 
	“Public education is our greatest pathway to opportunity in America. So we need to invest in and strengthen our public universities today, and for generations to come.” —Michelle Obama “Education is not the means of showing people how to get what they want. Education is an exercise by means of which enough people, it is hoped, will learn to want what is worth having.” —Ronald Reagan 
	Figure
	“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education 
	at all.” —Aristotle “The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of true education.” —Martin Luther King, Jr. 
	“Education does not change the world. Education changes the people who will change the world.” —Paulo Freire 
	“Forward, Together Forward.” —NIU Fight Song 

	The Presidential Medallion 
	The Presidential Medallion 
	The presidential medallion is bestowed upon the university’s chief executive during the investiture ceremony. It is then worn by the president at commencements and other important academic functions. The NIU medallion was designed in 1968 for the inauguration of the late President Rhoten Smith, and its modernistic appearance strongly reflects the prevailing design aesthetic of the period. The six-ounce, 5½ inch medallion which features the initials of the university was created by the late NIU Art Professor
	Artifact

	Academic Procession 
	Academic Procession 
	Academic Procession 

	The academic procession is led in by a mace bearer who is a recipient of the distinguished NIU Board of Trustees Professorship Award. The mace bearer is followed by the college’s student marshal, then the platform party. Members of the platform party include the president of the university, the executive vice president and provost, the vice president for research and graduate studies, the dean of the Graduate School, deans of the academic colleges, members of the Board of Trustees and other invited guests. 

	December 2020 Graduate Degree Candidates August 2020 Graduate Degree Recipients are denoted with an asterisk 
	December 2020 Graduate Degree Candidates August 2020 Graduate Degree Recipients are denoted with an asterisk 
	The list of graduate degree candidates was compiled from information received from the Graduate School as of October 2020, and should not be regarded as conclusive evidence of graduation. 
	Doctor of Philosophy 
	Doctor of Philosophy 
	Doctor of Philosophy 

	Rakez Mahmoud Al-Ararah (B.A., M.A., Yarmouk University; M.S.Ed., Dakota State University), “Relationship Between Student Personality Traits and Continuous Intention to Use Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs).” 
	Department of Educational Technology, Research & Assessment. Major Professor: Dr. Hayley Mayall. 
	Cara Renee Allen* (B.A., Beloit College; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Ethnic-Racial Identity and Psychological Adjustment: An Examination of 
	Identity Coherence and Identity Confusion as Mediators.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Dr. Nina Mounts. 
	Leah Jane Ames* (B.S., University of Illinois - Urbana-Champaign; M.S., Michigan State University), “Perceptions of Collaboration with a Doctor of 
	Clinical Laboratory Science.” College of Health & Human Sciences. Major Professors: Dr. Sherrill Morris and Dr. Jeanne Isabel. 
	Erwin J. Antoni III* (B.A., Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Fiscal Triumvirate: Examinations of Federal Deficit 
	Spending and Interest Rates, State-Level Taxation and Domestic Migration, and the Irrelevance of State Credit Ratings to Investors.” Department of Economics. Major Professor: Dr. Carl Campbell. 
	Rahmi Hartati Aoyama (B.A., Universitas Bung Hatta; M.Ed., Boston University), “Case Study Examining Foreign Language Teachers’ Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge (TPACF) in Teaching, Listening, and 
	Speaking Skills in Virtual Worlds.” Department of Educational Technology, Research & Assessment. Major Professor: Dr. Pi-Sui Hsu. 
	Catherine Ann Ausland (B.S., Elmhurst College; M.S., Northern Illinois University), “Wading in a Glycan Sea: Investigations of, and Developing 
	Bioinformatic Tools for, Carbohydrate Active Enzymes and Gene Clusters in Prokaryotes.” Department of Biological Sciences. Major Professors: Dr. Melvin 
	Duvall and Dr. Yanbin Yin. 
	Duvall and Dr. Yanbin Yin. 

	Dylan Tyler Blaum* (B.S., M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Examining 
	Boundary Conditions to the Attitude Consistency Effect.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Dr. Anne Britt. 
	Kelly Nicole Clark* (B.A., University of South Florida; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “Investigating Achievement and Mental Health Through the Dual-
	Factor Model.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Dr. Christine Malecki. 
	Nicole Dorio* (B.S., St. John Fisher College; M.A., Northern Illinois University), “The Roles of Rumination and Social Support in Victimization and 
	Depression.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Dr. Michelle Demaray. 
	Diane Dee Downie (B.A., St. Olaf College; M.P.H., University of Pittsburgh), “Peer Support During the West Africa Ebola Virus Outbreak Response (2014-2016).” College of Health & Human Sciences. Major Professor: Dr. Thomas Pavkov. 
	Morgan Ann Eldridge* (B.A., M.A., Eastern Illinois University), “Adolescents’ 
	Student Engagement as a Moderator of the Association Between Bullying Role Behaviors and Internalizing Problems.” Department of Psychology. Major Professor: Dr. Michelle Demaray. 
	Hyeyoung Eom (B.S., University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee), “Engineering 
	pH-Dependent Antibodies’ Interaction Through Inter-Domain Interface.” Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry. Major Professor: Dr. James Horn. 
	Crystal Mae Ferels (B.S., Michigan State University), “Synthesis, Structures, 
	and Physical Properties of Multicomponent Inorganic Materials and Fundamentals of Lead Acid Batteries.” Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry. Major Professors: Dr. Tao Xu and Dr. Chong Zheng. 
	Sura Menda Ginting* (B.S., Universitas Gadjah Mada; M.S., Utrecht University), “Synthesis, Structures, Optical and Electronic Properties of 
	Functional Inorganic and Hybrid Materials.” Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry. Major Professor: Dr. Chong Zheng. 
	Dakota Lane Grote (B.S., Fort Hays State University), “Characterizations 
	of Potential Anti-Infective Agents by Targeting Burkholderia pseudomallei and Escherichia coli IspF.” Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry. Major Professor: Dr. Timothy Hagen. 
	Sheikh Touhidul Haque* (B.S., Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
	Technology; M.B.A., North South University; M.A., International University 
	of Japan; M.A., University of Tennessee - Knoxville), “The Effect of Tax Policy 
	on Firm Behavior and Executive Pay Components.” Department of Economics. Major Professor:Dr. Jeremy Groves. 
	Oday Hazaimah* (B.S., Jordan University of Science and Technology; M.S., University Putra Malaysia), “Projective Splitting Methods for Maximal 
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	University Honors 
	University Honors 
	University Honors 

	The University Honors Program provides students of high academic promise and achievement the opportunity to participate actively in the plan and design of their own educational directions. The Classic University Honors Program has two phases – “Lower Division Honors” and “Upper Division Honors.” Students who complete both phases of the program and have attained an overall grade point average of at 
	least 3.20 will graduate “With University Honors.” 
	least 3.20 will graduate “With University Honors.” 

	Students who complete only the first phase will be awarded the distinction of “Lower Division Honors” in recognition of their completion 
	of 15 semester hours of University Honors course work and the attainment of a minimum overall grade point average of 3.00. 
	Students who complete only the second phase will be awarded the distinct “Upper Division Honors” in recognition of their completion of 
	12 semester hours of upper-division University Honors course work and the attainment of a minimum overall grade point average of 3.20. 
	The Honors PLUS program has two levels of graduation and awards. The first level of distinction is Associate University Honors. Graduates earning Associate University Honors have successfully earned three points for Honors coursework, two points for engaged experiences and 
	one point for an Honors elective and the attainment of an overall grade point average of 3.30. 
	one point for an Honors elective and the attainment of an overall grade point average of 3.30. 

	The second level of distinction is Full University Honors. Graduates earning Full University Honors have successfully earned six points for Honors Coursework, four points for engaged experiences, and two points for Honors electives and the attainment of an overall grade point 
	average of 3.30. 
	average of 3.30. 

	The following candidates were slated for graduation with a University Honors program distinction at the time of printing this booklet. The list is not to be considered official until final semester grades are received and all program requirements are met and officially recorded. Some names listed may or may not receive their listed honors. Some names may have been omitted due to GPA and/or University Honors requirements at the time of printing this booklet. 
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	The list of December 2020 undergraduate degree candidates was compiled from information received from the Office of Registration and Records as of September 2020, and should not be regarded as conclusive evidence of graduation. 
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	December 2020 Undergraduate Degrees with Distinction 
	Students listed here have applied to graduate at the end of the Fall semester and  to graduate with Degrees with Distinction. Grade point averages are computed on the basis of all work attempted during those semesters which include the last 45 hours of work completed and in progress at NIU. 
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	Magna Cum Laude 3.75 – 3.899 
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	NOTE – GPA calculation includes grades earned at the end of the Summer semester. This list is not to be considered official until all grades are received for the Fall semester and the student’s GPA is recalculated. 
	NOTE – GPA calculation includes grades earned at the end of the Summer semester. This list is not to be considered official until all grades are received for the Fall semester and the student’s GPA is recalculated. 
	Please also be advised that some names may have been omitted due to the student not meeting the GPA requirement at the time of printing this booklet; conversely, some students listed may not receive the honor indicated. The appropriate honor will be noted on both the student’s diploma and official transcript. 
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	Alma Mater 


	Hail, NIU 
	Hail, NIU 
	Hail, NIU 

	Hail to thee our Alma Mater, ever shall we praise your name. 
	Here we proudly lift our voices, thousands strong we sing your fame. 
	Free, steadfast, devoted, true. We will always stand by you. 
	Let our cheers resound for Northern: 
	Hail, NIU. 
	Hail, NIU. 

	by Wilbur Smith (1957) 
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