Instructions for Degree Candidates

GRADUATE SCHOOL CLASS OF 2021
NIU Convocation Center
Saturday, December 11, 2021, 2:00 p.m.
(doors open at 1:00 pm)

Congratulations on your achievements!  We want this commencement ceremony to be a memorable one for you, your parents, your relatives, and your friends.  In order for it to be conducted with the appropriate style and dignity befitting the recognition you have earned; we request your assistance and cooperation in carrying out the instructions outlined below:  Please be sure to share these instructions with your guests.
1.  Masters, Specialist and Performers Certificate Candidates arrival at the Convocation Center
· Please report to Entrance #2
· Please be prepared to show your student E-ticket, there is no re-entry once it is scanned.
· Arrive in your regalia. There is no place to change clothing.
· Remember to bring your seating assignment email.
· No food or beverages or large bags. 
· Masks are required to be worn at all times, except for the posed photo during the ceremony at the stage.
· Please practice social distancing.

2.  Guests’ arrival at the Convocation Center
· Students can keep all the guest tickets on their device and escort and scan all the guests when they arrive as opposed to transferring tickets to multiple devices.
· A guest ticket can only be used one time.  Once a ticket has been digitally scanned, it then becomes unusable.   There is no re-entry.
· No food or beverages or large bags

· Guests in wheelchairs will get direction to the ADA sections.   One guest will be able to sit with that person.
· Masks are required to be worn at all times.   Please practice social distancing from other guests.

· Guests are not allowed on the arena floor

3. Candidates instructions
· Students report directly to the arena floor
· Take your coats with you as you will be sent directly outside during the recessional

· Staff will be on the floor to help you find your assigned seat
4. Pictures
· Arrangements have been made for professional photographs to be taken of each graduate. A proof of your picture will be available to view online at www.gradimages.com a few weeks after the ceremony.
5. Ceremony/walking across the stage
· Approach the stage as directed by the faculty marshal. You will be approaching in two lines. One from the right, one from the left.
· Bring your name card

· Hand your name card to the reader then approach the Provost or Dean to accept your diploma cover.
· Please NO Handshaking or Hugging

· Proceed to the stairs off the FRONT of the stage where you will lower your mask for the formal photo.
· Return to your seat
6. Recessional.  
· Due to social distancing, the Faculty Marshals will lead the graduates out of the arena to exit all the way outside. Please ask your guests to meet you outside or at your cars.
