
NIU PESP-NI Candidate Acceptance and Letter of Commitment
If you apply and are accepted into the program, you will then be asked to make the following
commitments to the program and to your district/employer.

Please check each box and sign below to indicate acceptance of the offer.
I am aware that I will not pay tuition or fees for this program and there will be other supports
provided by the grant and by my home district for me to participate in this program.
I acknowledge that there may be some periodic costs to my training not explicitly covered by the
grant, but not an excessive amount. (for example, travel or mileage is not covered, optional
professional development activities, etc.)
I acknowledge that I am participating in a professional graduate program and will aim for
professional behavior in all program activities (e.g., courses, practicum).
I will strive to attend all class sessions; however, the PESP-NI leadership recognizes that life
happens and there will be times when I need to miss courses. I will communicate in advance (to the
greatest extent possible) with course instructors when or if I must miss any class session.
I am expected to be responsive to project instructors and Program Coordinator via email. (Students
should check their email frequently.)
Missing more than 2 class sessions per class will require discussion with the class instructor and
PESP-NI Program Coordinator.
I will commit to meeting deadlines for course reading and assignments.
I will participate in online courses with camera and microphone on.
I must follow university guidelines on Academic Integrity.
I must receive a grade of B or higher in each course to indicate mastery of competencies at the
expected level
I understand that professional behavior, collaboration, responsiveness, and other dispositions are
part of how candidates will be evaluated. Positive and appropriate demonstration of these
professional dispositions are required for recommendation for licensure and completion of the
program and can be judged in any educational or professional setting. Responsiveness to feedback
to improve when prompted is also an expectation.
Regarding class participation, students are expected and encouraged to raise issues, provide
feedback, suggest topics for discussion, and make comments pertinent to the content of the
course. Students are expected to respect differences, and to provide constructive feedback and
support to colleagues in discussions and in the development of ideas for assignments.
Much of my professional performance does and will involve extensive written and oral
communication. Assignments and feedback will provide opportunities to enhance those written and
oral communication skills.
I will provide feedback to the PESP-NI Coordinator on courses and experiences in the program.
If I have a concern about a course, I will communicate with the PESP-NI Program Coordinator.
If serious concerns arise, the Program Coordinator and instructors commit to communicating a
remediation plan that clearly indicates what is needed to change for continuation in the program or
eventual recommendation for internship or licensure.
I am committed to working as a school psychologist in my supporting District for five years following
completion of the program.


