Spring 2026 English Undergraduate Course Descriptions

Undergraduate Course Description Booklet 
Spring 2026
Northern Illinois University Department of English
[bookmark: _Hlk36141332]This booklet contains descriptions of undergraduate (110 through 497) courses to be offered by the Department of English in the spring semester 2026. The arrangement is by course and section number. While every effort will be made to abide by the information given here, some last-minute changes may be unavoidable. Check the MyNIU website for up-to-date information.

Registration
For spring 2026, registration for most English courses is not restricted to majors and minors. However, honors classes, directed study, internships, and educator licensure courses require permits from the Undergraduate Office. If you intend to register for 491 Honors Directed Study or ENGL 497 Directed Study, you must have a proposal form signed by the instructor and the Undergraduate Director before you will be enrolled in the class. Proposal forms for departmental honors may be picked up in RH 215, and proposals should be approved before the start of the semester. Forms for university honors are available at the University Honors Program office, CL 110.

Grammar Competency Requirement
English majors and minors must demonstrate competence in the fundamentals of English grammar by passing an exemption examination, or by successfully completing ENGL 207 Fundamentals of English Grammar. Teacher licensure candidates in English cannot be exempt from ENGL 207 through the GEE.

General Education Courses
· ENGL 110 – Literature and Popular Culture
· ENGL 350 – Writing Across the Curriculum

Honors Courses/Sections
· ENGL 309 – Popular Genres
· ENGL 310 – Ideas and Ideals in World Literature
· ENGL 337 – Western Literature: Classical & Medieval



Undergraduate Schedule Spring 2026

	[bookmark: _Hlk36750892]Course
	Sect
	Class #
	Title
	Day
	Time
	Faculty
	Location

	110
	0001
	3192
	Lit. & Popular Culture
	TTh
	2:00-3:15
	Bonomo
	RH202

	110
	0002
	4540
	Lit. & Popular Culture
	MW
	9:30-10:45
	Alsharief
	RH202

	110
	0003
	7421
	Lit. & Popular Culture
	MW
	2:00-3:15
	De Rosa
	RH209

	110
	0Y01
	4880
	Lit. & Popular Culture
	
	
	Peterson
	Online

	110
	0Y02
	7277
	Lit. & Popular Culture
	
	
	Lindsey
	Online

	200
	0001
	3193
	Literature Study: Research & Criticism
	MW
	11:00-12:15
	Clifton
	RH205

	207
	0Y01
	3194
	Fundamentals of Grammar
	MW
	2:00-3:15
	Aygen
	Online

	207
	0Y02
	3195
	Fundamentals of Grammar
	MW
	2:00-3:15
	Aygen
	Online

	300A
	0001
	7352
	Advance Essay Composition
	MW
	9:30-10:45
	Xu
	RH210

	300C
	00P1
	Permit
	Advanced Essay Composition – Teacher Licensure
	TTh
	9:30-10:45
	Nelson
	RH210

	301
	0001
	7353
	Writing Poetry I
	TTh
	2:00-3:15
	Newman
	RH205

	302
	0001
	4022
	Writing Fiction I
	M
	6:00-8:40
	Libman
	RH206

	302
	0002
	4825
	Writing Fiction I
	T
	6:00-8:40
	Libman
	RH206

	304
	0001
	4019
	Writing About the Arts
	TTh
	9:30-10:45
	Hibbett
	RH202

	308
	0001
	3878
	Technical Writing 
	MW
	11:00-12:15
	Kyburz
	RH202

	308
	0002
	6315
	Technical Writing
	MW
	12:30-1:45
	Kyburz
	RH202

	308
	0Y01
	3932
	Technical Writing
	
	
	Stalcup
	Online

	308
	0Y02
	5818
	Technical Writing
	
	
	Justice
	Online

	309/309H
	0Y01/0YH1
	7354/7355
	Popular Genres
	
	
	May
	Online

	310
	00H1
	7356
	Ideas & Ideals in
World Literature
	MW
	3:30-4:45
	T. Crowley
	RH209

	311
	0001
	5821
	Transformative Poetry
	TTh
	12:30-1:45
	Newman
	RH205

	318
	0Y01
	7357
	Exploring Human Language
	MW
	3:30-4:45
	Aygen
	Online

	331
	0Y01
	7358
	American Lit: 1830-1860
	
	
	Einboden
	Online

	334
	0Y01
	4682
	American Literature: 1960-Present
	MW
	3:30-4:45
	Gomez-Vega
	Online

	337
	0001
	3881
	Western Literature: Classical & Medieval
	TTh
	3:30-4:45
	Gorman
	RH209

	337
	00P1
	Permit
	Western Literature: Classical & Medieval
	TTh
	12:30-1:45
	Gorman
	RH209

	350
	0001
	3196
	Writing Across the Curriculum
	TTh
	11:00-12:15
	Lawson
	RH202

	350
	0002
	4541
	Writing Across the Curriculum
	TTh
	12:30-1:45
	Lawson
	RH202

	375
	0001
	7359
	The American Novel
	MW
	9:30-10:45
	De Rosa
	RH209

	379
	0Y01
	7360
	Latina/Latino American Literature
	MW
	2:00-3:15
	Gomez-Vega
	Online

	380
BKST 302
	0001
0002
	5835
	African American Literature
	TTh
	2:00-3:15
	Duckett
	DU302

	385
BKST 302
WGSS 430
	0Y01
0Y01
0Y01
	7361
	The Politics of Pleasure: Erotic Lit in Amer. & African Trad.
	TTh
	11:00-12:15
	Long
	Online

	398
	0001
	5822
	Topics in Writing Studies
	MW
	3:30-4:45
	Clifton
	RH202

	402
	0Y01
	3733
	Writing Fiction II
	T
	6:00-8:40
	McNett
	Online

	404A/647
	00P1
	Permit
	Theory & Res in Written Comp (ELA)
	TTh
	3:30-4:45
	Kahn
	RH202

	407
	0001
	3199
	Shakespeare
	TTh
	9:30-10:45
	L. Crowley
	RH209

	414
	0Y01
	4145
	The Victorian Age
	MW
	2:00-3:15
	May
	Online

	479/646
	00P1
	Permit
	Theory and Research in Literature for ELA
	TTh
	2:00-3:15
	Spencer
	RH209

	480A/B
648
	00P1/00P1
	Permit
	Methods & Materials in ELA
	TTh
	11:00-12:15
	Kahn
	RH209

	482/645
	00P1
	Permit
	Clinical Experience
	T
	5:00-5:50
	Spencer
	RH206

	485
	00P1
	Permit
	Student Teaching
	
	
	Staff
	N/A

	491
	0HP1
	Permit
	Honors Directed Study
	
	
	Staff
	N/A

	492
	0Y01
	4683
	Career Planning for English Majors
	TTh
	9:30-10:45
	Zeek
	Online

	493
	0001
	7362
	Writing Creative Nonfiction II
	TTh
	3:30-4:45
	Bonomo
	RH210

	494
	00P1
	Permit
	Writing Center Practicum
	
	
	Staff
	N/A

	495
	00P1
	Permit
	Practicum in English
	
	
	Staff
	N/A

	496
	00P1
	Permit
	Internship in English
	
	
	Adams-Campbell
	N/A

	497
	00P1
	Permit
	Directed Study
	
	
	Staff
	N/A


NOTE: Online classes that indicate a time and day(s) for meeting will meet synchronously.  Online classes listed without a time is an asynchronous class.

110 – Literature and Popular Culture
Exploration of drama, fiction, film, graphic novels, poetry, and television adaptations to see how writers convince readers to enter the worlds and believe in the characters they create. Survey with selected authors.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	TTh 2:00-3:15
	Bonomo
	RH202

	0002
	MW 9:30-10:45
	Alsharief
	RH202

	0003
	MW 2:00-3:15
	De Rosa
	RH209

	0Y01
	N/A
	Peterson
	Online

	0Y02
	N/A
	Lindsey
	Online




Description for Section 0001
Exploration of drama, fiction, film, graphic novels, poetry, and television adaptations to see how writers convince readers to enter the worlds and believe in the characters they create. Survey with selected authors.

Requirements
Twice-weekly reading response. Three in-class exams.

Description for Section 0003
[bookmark: _Toc61156627][bookmark: _Toc61156653][bookmark: _Toc61156774]Windows and Doors: Contemporary Multicultural YA Novels.  You’re reading YA literature . . .  in college?  Twenty-first century YA Literature has exploded and offers readers amazing stories! Yes, you will find the romances and dystopian novels. However, you will also find several YA novels by diverse authors who address important cultural moments and the experiences of minority young adults.  How do these authors create windows/doors and mirrors into the YA experience?  How do the authors advocate for awareness, social justice, and equality?  To what degree can YA authors engage in acts of political activism?  We will discuss these ideas and many others as we read novels about African American, Native American, Latinx, Indian, and African teens and their experiences.

Requirements
Reading quiz before EACH class.
Three papers of increasing length and complexity.
Required participation and attendance.

I recommend purchasing the novels; however, I do have PDFs of most of them.

200 – Literary Study: Research and Criticism
Introduction to methods and terms used in the study of literature from a broad range of historical periods. Emphasis on a variety of approaches to literary analysis; terminology used in the study of literary genres of poetry, prose, and drama. Intensive practice writing analytical essays on literature. Required of all majors and minors no later than the first semester of upper-division work in literature.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	MW 11:00-12:15
	Clifton
	RH205


Description
In this class, you learn the conventions of reading and writing in English literary studies, a discipline with its own methods, theories, and vocabulary. We’ll read a variety of texts including fiction, poetry, and drama, from various periods, and discuss these orally and in writing. You'll also learn about useful databases for literary research.

Requirements
Regular attendance and participation; frequent short writing assignments; papers of various lengths from one page to 7-8 pages.

207 – Fundamentals of English Grammar 
Introduction to modern English pedagogical grammar.  Traditional terminology and analytical tools used to describe the grammar and use of written Standard English.
	Sections
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0Y01/0Y02
	MW 2:00-3:15
	Aygen
	Online


Description
An introduction to modern English grammar from a linguistic perspective, designed to familiarize students with the rules of writing prescriptively correct and stylistically effective English. Students use the analytic tools of modern descriptive linguistics to critique and make clear the sometimes inconsistent and vague rules of prescriptive grammar. Lectures cover grammatical structures and identify discriminating use of grammar and language.

Requirements
Each one of the 15 quizzes covers a chapter; Each one of the exams covers 5 chapters. Students may choose to take only quizzes, only exams or both depending on their learning style. Attendance to recorded synchronous is encouraged but not graded.

300A – Advance Essay Composition
Writing expressive, persuasive, and informative essays and developing appropriate stylistic and organizational techniques. Open to majors, minors, and non-majors.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	MW 9:30-10:45
	Xu
	RH210


Description
This course expands student writers’ writing experiences and fosters their awareness of the sociocultural and rhetorical nature of writing. Students in this class will be guided to analyze and understand how writing is shaped by its purpose, audience, and context. Students will have opportunities to engage in both informal and formal writing, including pre-class free writing, reflective notes, genre analysis report, book review, and technology-augmented genre play. 

Requirements
Our class time will be divided between discussion and analysis of readings, exercises to improve writing, peer review activities, experimentation with technological tools, and metacognitive reflections.

300C – Advanced Essay Composition: Licensure in Teaching
Designed to advance the writing proficiencies especially important to students seeking licensure in either middle or high school English Language Arts. Aligned with the Common Core Standards, the Illinois Professional Teaching Standards, and the National Council of Teachers of English standards for teaching English Language Arts.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	00P1
	TTh 9:30-10:45
	Nelson
	RH310



301 – Writing Poetry I
Beginning course in writing poetry.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	TTh 2:00-3:15
	Newman
	RH205


Description
An introductory class in the craft and discipline of writing poetry, the workshop will focus on the study of poetry and, though intensive poetic practice, to work toward developing poetic voice. This is a writing course, not a course in light verse or children’s verse, spoken/slam/performance, or song lyric. You’ll read widely, studying and applying poetic techniques including image, metaphor, line, and stanza, and examine a number of traditions, including the sonnet, and the villanelle. You will read and respond to a number of books and essays, write poems, continually revise these outside of class toward the final project.

Requirements
Response papers to weekly assignments in reading and writing, poetry drafts, regular attendance, thoughtful balanced critique participation, application of reading material to your own work and to other’s works, revision, exams, portfolio.

302 – Writing Fiction I
Beginning course in writing fiction.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	M 6:00-8:40 pm
	Libman
	RH206

	0002
	T 6:00-8:40 pm
	Libman
	RH206



304 – Writing About the Arts
Practice in writing critical reviews of visual art, music, film, and other art forms. Designed for students who have some knowledge of the art form they choose to write on and who seek guidance in organizing and communicating their judgments.

	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	TTh 9:30-10:45
	Hibbett
	RH202


Description
Teaches a variety of methods and forms, such as music and film reviews, for writing about art and culture beyond literature. Thematic focus will be the relationship between high art and pop culture.

Requirements
Class discussion, several formal essays, and a presentation.

308 – Technical Writing
Principles and strategies for planning, writing, and revising technical documents common in government, business, and industry (e.g., manuals, proposals, procedures, newsletters, brochures, specifications, memoranda, and formal reports). Topics include analysis of audience and purpose, simplifying complex information, document design, and project management.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	MW 11:00-12:15
	Kyburz
	RH202

	0002
	MW 12:30-1:45
	Kyburz
	RH202

	0Y01
	N/A
	Stalcup
	Online

	0Y02
	N/A
	Justice
	Online



309/309H – Popular Genres
Study of how literature constantly evolves into popular genres such as gothic mysteries, westerns, fantasy, science fiction, young adult adventures, horror, fan fiction, and graphic novels. Explore examples of a selected genre and find out about the social conditions that trigger these texts. Check with department for specific genre and authors covered.
	Sections
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0Y01/0YH1
	N/A
	May
	Online


Description
"Victoria's Dark Night of the Soul: the Literature of Horror, 1799--1899" will survey the great 19th-century English classics of the genre. We begin with Horace Walpole's Caste of Otranto, Ann Radcliffe’s The Italian, and Mary Shelley's Frankenstein before turning to A. Tennyson's poetry and a few poems by R. Browning. Charles Dickens's The Mystery of Edwin Drood, George Eliot's The Lifted Veil, R. L. Stevenson's The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, and Bram Stoker's Dracula will follow.

Requirements
Weekly discussion boards, weekly quizzes, a midterm, a final, and a course project. 


310H – Ideas and Ideals in World Literature
Translations of epics, religious writing, treatises on love, myths, novels, essays, and plays–ancient to modern, Eastern and Western. How to define what the “classics” are and explore why these works endure. Survey with selected authors.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	00H1
	MW 3:30-4:45
	T. Crowley
	RH209


Description
This Honors seminar focuses on Miguel de Cervantes’s DON QUIXOTE (1605 and 1615), which tends to be considered the first modern novel.  We will spend the semester studying this famous book in English translation—including commentary on its literary, historical, and intellectual contexts, as well as its Spanish diction in many places—to begin assessing why it has remained seminal for interpreting relationships between society and human imagination across time periods and cultures.

Requirements
Regular attendance and participation in class discussions will be expected of all students.  Written assignments will include a reading-response journal, a micro-analysis essay, and a research essay.

311 – Transformative Poetry
How poetic forms and language persuade readers to see the world in new and unconventional ways, and what makes poems powerful in different cultures and times. Survey with selected poets.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	TTh 12:30-1:45
	Newman
	RH205


Description
Like most of us, poets wonder about what it means to be a human being, and they write joyous, frustrated, angry, scary, stunned, celebratory poems about it. Often those poems persuade readers to see in new and unconventional ways. Students will command a basic knowledge of the history of poetry in English and a number of its wider cultural and social contexts, along with critical strategies for approaching that literature.

Requirements 
Response papers to weekly assignments in reading and writing, poetry drafts, regular attendance, thoughtful participation, exams.


318 – Exploring Human Language
Introduction to principles of linguistic analysis. Additional topics may include biological foundations of language, linguistic variation and change, language acquisition, and classification of world languages.

	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0Y01
	MW 3:30-4:45
	Aygen
	Online


Description
Introduction to nature, structure, history, and functions of human language as well as principles of linguistic analysis.  Additional topics may include  interdisciplinary aspects of linguistics, biological foundations of language, linguistic variation and change, language acquisition, brain and language, and more.
Class format will be lecture and discussion.
 
Requirements
Each student will select from various options for earning credit, including exams, response papers, and individual or group projects.

Text
Linguistics for Everyone: An Introduction, by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck, Second Edition.

331 – American Literature: 1830-1860
Literature of the American Romantic period, including such writers as Emerson, Hawthorne, Poe, Fuller, Stowe, Thoreau, and Melville.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0Y01
	N/A
	Einboden
	Online


Description
ENGL 331 surveys the celebrated literatures of America’s Romantic Age. Balancing between the idealist and the ominous, our course spans Romantic classics – from Edgar Allan Poe to Walt Whitman – while also reading rich sources authored by Indigenous and West African writers. Exploring the linguistic and literary diversity of the early nation, ENGL 331 culminates with sustained treatment of America’s 19th-century epic, Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick. 

Requirements
i) Reading Responses: 20% 
ii) Thesis Draft: 10%  
iii) Final Paper: 35%  
iv) Final Examination: 35%  

334 – American Literature: 1960-Present
Includes such writers as Bellow, Rich, Morrison, Pynchon, Ashbery, and Kushner.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0Y01
	MW 3:30-4:45
	Goméz-Vega
	Online


Description
This class focuses on texts written by American writers since 1960.

Requirements
Two analytical essays (5-7 pages) typed using the MLA style (30% each)
10 Quizzes (40% of grade)

337 – Western Literature: Classical and Medieval
Intensive study of representative selections translated from the works of Greek, Roman, and other European writers, such as Homer, Sappho, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Plato, Virgil, Ovid, Dante, Tasso, Rabelais, and Cervantes.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	TTh 3:30-4:45
	Gorman
	RH209

	00P1*
	TTh 12:30-1:45
	Gorman
	RH209


*[Section 00P1 Permission Number Required] Please contact Dr. Spencer at espencer1@niu.edu.
Description is for both sections.
An introduction to ancient and medieval culture through the reading of literary works. As well as being interestingly remote from us, ancient Greece and Rome and the Middle Ages are part of the foundations of modern Western culture. Classical myth, the Greek tragedians,  medieval epic, Dante, and other works and authors are essential experiences for educated people.

Requirements are for both sections
In addition to steady reading, attendance, and participation, assignments will consist of weekly reading quizzes, a final exam (no midterm), and four essays.

350 – Writing Across the Curriculum
Practice in writing skills, conventions, organization, and structuring prose forms appropriate to the humanities, social sciences, and sciences (e.g., proposals, lab reports, case studies, literature reviews, critiques).  Open to majors and non-majors.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	TTh 11:00-12:15
	Lawson
	RH202

	0002
	TTh 12:30-1:45
	Lawson
	RH202



375 – The American Novel
Development of the American novel from the 18th century to the present.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	MW 9:30-10:45
	De Rosa
	RH209


Description
Scarlet Women and their Pearls will focus on novels (and their adaptations) that focus on women’s sexuality from the mid-nineteenth century to the present. These “scarlet” (fallen) women will reveal America’s changing perspective of fallen women and their illegitimate children. How does society respond to women’s “illicit” sexuality and the fruits of those encounters? How does the historical context influence these women and children? What does each author offer readers via the representation?

Requirements
One reading quiz due before each class.
Three papers of increasing length and complexity.
Required participation and attendance.

379 – Latina/Latino American Literature
Historical survey of the fiction, drama, poetry, and prose of Latina/Latino writers writing in English in the United States.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0Y01
	MW 2:00-3:15
	Gomez-Vega
	Online


Description
This class will cover the work of Latina/Latino writers writing in English in the United States.

Requirements
Two analytical essays (5-7 pages) typed using the MLA style (30% each)
10 Quizzes (40% of grade)

380 – African American Literature
Historical survey of the fiction, drama, poetry, and prose of African American writers such as Wheatley, Douglass, Chesnutt, Cullen, Hughes, Baldwin, and Morrison. May include Black Diasporic Literatures.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	TTh 2:00-3:15
	Duckett
	DU302


[Combined with BKST 302-0002]


385 – The Politics of Pleasure: Erotic Literature in African American & African Diaspora Traditions
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0Y01
	TTh 11:00-12:15
	Long
	Online


[Combined with BKST 302-0001 and WGSS 430]

398 – Topics in Writing Studies
Selected aspects of composition and writing studies. May be repeated to a maximum of 12 semester hours when topic varies.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	MW 3:30-4:45
	Clifton
	RH202


Description
From the medieval to the modern and from manuscripts to online forms, you will consider what “the book” really is, by asking questions including
-What materials did people use to make books at different historical periods? 
-How did books find readers?
-How did readers acquire books? 
-How do materials and technology affect the reading experience?
-How do materials and technology affect the writing experience?
-What cultural events influenced changes in the creation and circulation of books?

Requirements
Make a notebook; use it to take notes; make paper; put words on paper using methods including quill pens; set type and print short texts; write a series of reflections on your work; produce and reflect on a creative project of your own design.

402 – Writing Fiction II

	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0Y01
	T 6:00-8:40 pm
	McNett
	Online


Description
Advanced course in writing fiction.  

Prerequisites & Notes
 PRQ: ENGL 302.


404A – Theory and Research in Written Composition
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	TTh 3:30-4:45
	Kahn
	RH202


This class will meet with ENGL 647.

[bookmark: _Hlk177977654]Description
404A examines theory, research, and best practices in the teaching of writing for students in middle schools and high schools. It places special emphasis on creating inclusive and culturally responsive environments for the benefit of diverse student populations. Participants will create, co-create, and evaluate lessons for teaching various kinds of writing.  Participants will study ways to connect literature and writing, to help adolescents learn how to interpret and write about literature, and to integrate technology to help students think, read, and write. 

Requirements
Observation reports - based on co-requisite clinical experiences; 
Written responses to readings and discussion
Development of lessons to prepare adolescents to write
Final exam 

Required Texts
Smagorinsky, P. Johannessen, L. Kahn, E. & McCann, T.M.  The Dynamics of Writing Instruction. Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann, 2010.  ISBN 978-0-325-01193-6 / 0-325-01193-1

Prerequisites & Notes
PRQ: ENGL 300C or consent of department. CRQ: ILAS 201.

407 – Shakespeare
Representative comedies, tragedies, and historical plays. Attention given to Shakespeare’s growth as a literary artist and to the factors which contributed to that development; his work evaluated in terms of its significance for modern times.


	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	TTh 9:30-10:45
	L. Crowley
	RH209


Description
This course will explore a number of Shakespeare’s plays within their historical contexts, as we also consider their continued impact on modern society.  Our study will include clips from film versions and adaptations of his plays.  We will attend to influences on his writing, including theatrical, political, and religious factors in Shakespeare’s England, as well as the significance of the hot new technology of his day: the printing press.

Requirements
Reading homework, four essays/projects, and class participation. 

414 – The Victorian Age 
Later 19th-century English literature, including such writers as the Brownings, Tennyson, the Brontës, Dickens, Eliot, Arnold, and Pater.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0Y01
	MW 2:00-3:15
	May
	Online


Description
In ENGL 414, "The Victorian Age," we will read one (Wilde) play as well as one (Dickens) novel, survey the major poets (Alfred Lord Tennyson, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Robert Browning, Emily Bronte, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, William Morris), and read some of the major prosists (Carlyle, Mill, Ruskin, Arnold, Stickney Ellis, Martineau, and Eliot).

Requirements
Weekly quizzes, weekly discussion boards, a midterm, a final, and a course project.

479 – Theory and Research in Literature for English Language Arts 
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	TTh 2:00-3:15
	Spencer
	RH209


This will meet with ENGL 646.
Description
This course examines the theory, research, and practice of teaching reading and literary analysis to secondary students. Using a reflective and collaborative approach, candidates will explore how to create safe, inclusive, and engaging learning environments. Course activities include designing, co-creating, implementing, and evaluating lessons that address diverse instructional challenges while fostering deep learning.

Requirements
Active engagement in classroom discussions and activities (25%)
Weekly discussion posts (35%)
Final Semester-long Project (40%)
*Write an 8–10-page essay that designs, describes, and defends an instructional unit for teaching Beowulf.

Prerequisites & Notes
 ENGL 404A, 9 semester hours of literature at the 300 and 400 level, or consent of department. CRQ: ILAS 301.

480A – Materials and Methods of Teaching English Language Arts 

	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	TTh 11:00-12:15
	Kahn
	RH209


This class will meet with ENGL 480B-00P1 and 648.
Description
English 480A/B/648 prepares prospective teachers of middle and high school students for the contemporary English language arts classroom. The class draws from current theory, research, and practice related to the teaching of English. Students will have many opportunities to apply theory and research in practical, concrete ways. In addition, candidates will become familiar with the academic language and expectations of the Stanford/Pearson Teacher Performance Assessment (edTPA). 

Requirements
The course requires regular attendance, readings from the required texts, reflective statements about the readings and discussions, collaboration on instructional activities and assessments, thorough instructional unit plans, and a final examination.

Prerequisites & Notes
PRQ: ENGL 479 or consent of department. CRQ: ENGL 482.

480B – Materials and Methods of Teaching English Language Arts

	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	TTh 11:00-12:15
	Kahn
	RH209


This class will meet with ENGL 480A-00P1 and 648.
Description
English 480A/B/648 prepares prospective teachers of middle and high school students for the contemporary English language arts classroom. The class draws from current theory, research, and practice related to the teaching of English. Students will have many opportunities to apply theory and research in practical, concrete ways. In addition, candidates will become familiar with the academic language and expectations of the Stanford/Pearson Teacher Performance Assessment (edTPA).

[bookmark: _Hlk145332047]Requirements
The course requires regular attendance, readings from the required texts, reflective statements about the readings and discussions, collaboration on instructional activities and assessments, thorough instructional unit plans, and a final examination.

Prerequisites & Notes
For A: PRQ: ENGL 479 or consent of department. CRQ: ENGL 482.

[bookmark: _Hlk145330361]482 – Clinical Experience in English Language Arts
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	T 5:00-5:50
	Spencer
	RH206


This class will meet with ENGL 645.
Description
Discipline-based clinical experience for students seeking educator licensure in English Language Arts. Practicum in teaching methods, assessment, problem solving, and on-site research. Minimum of 50 clock hours of supervised and formally evaluated experiences in the setting likely for student teaching. Participants meet on campus for seminars aligned to the clinical experience in the host school. A modest research component prompts investigation into a critical issue related to contemporary English.

Requirements
Weekly reflection/discussion posts (25%)
Case Study Group Presentations (10%)
Field Assignments (40%)
-Instructional Activities Toolbox and Gallery Walk, design and teach two lessons, writing assessment and feedback
End-of- Semester Paperwork (25%)

Prerequisites & Notes
PRQ: Consent of department. CRQ: ENGL 480.

485 – Student Teaching in Secondary English Language Arts 
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	N/A
	Spencer
	N/A


Prerequisites & Notes
PRQ: ENGL 480A, ENGL 482, and consent of department.

491 – Honors Directed Study
Directed study in an area of English studies.  Open to all department honors students.  May be repeated once.  

	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	N/A
	Staff
	N/A


Prerequisites & Notes 
PRQ: Consent of department.


492 – Career Planning for English Majors
Explore how English major skills and extracurricular experiences build workplace credentials. Learn how to chart a career path using skills from your major, generate resume-building experiences, and present yourself in physical, digital, and social spaces.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0Y01
	TTh 9:30-10:45
	Zeek
	Online



493 – Writing Creative Nonfiction II
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	0001
	TTh 3:30-4:45
	Bonomo
	RH210


Description
Advanced workshop in writing creative nonfiction. The writing of personal and autobiographical essays with attention paid to extensive revision, formal and thematic experimentation, and considerations about the implications of the self as author and subject. Continues and advances the work begun in Writing Creative Nonfiction.

Requirements
Regular reading responses, three personal essays, contribution to workshops.

494 – Writing Center Practicum 
Cross-listed as ILAS 494X. Theoretical and practical instruction in tutoring, required for all undergraduate writing consultants in the University Writing Center. Includes research on cross-curricular writing tasks in a supervised, on-the-job situation. S/U grading. May be repeated to a maximum of 3 semester hours with consent of department.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	N/A
	Staff
	N/A



495 – Practicum in English 
Practical writing and other professional experience in supervised on-the-job situations.  May be repeated to a maximum of 3 semester hours. S/U grading.
	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	N/A
	Staff
	N/A




496 – Internship in Writing, Editing, or Training 
Involves primarily writing, editing, or training in business, industry, or government setting, and that is jointly supervised by the English department’s internship coordinator and an individual from the sponsoring company or organization. May be repeated to a maximum of 6 semester hours. Up to 3 semester hours may be applied toward the English department’s program requirements. S/U grading.  

	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	N/A
	Adams-Campbell
	N/A


Prerequisites & Notes
 PRQ: Prior approval by the Department of English, a minimum of 120 contact hours, and other requirements as specified by the department.

497 – Directed Study
Directed study in any area of English Studies.  

	Section
	Day and Time
	Faculty
	Location

	Permit
	N/A
	Staff
	N/A


Prerequisites & Notes
PRQ: Consent of department. 1-3 hours.


Requirements for English Subplans and English Minor  
The information on this page is for students who will be new to NIU during the 2025-2026 academic year. If you are a continuing student, please make an appointment with an English advisor for information regarding requirements.

English Studies in Literature, Language, and Film Track (39 hours)
Literary Study – Research and Criticism (3) 
200
Fundamentals of English Grammar (3)
207 (or GEE*)
Analytical Writing (3)
[bookmark: _Hlk36472187]One of the following: 300, 304, 305 or 308
Literature to 1660 (6)
Two of the following: 337, 340, 405, 406, 407, 408, 409, 410, 420
Literature 1660-1900 (6)
Two of the following: 330, 331, 332, 338, 412, 413, 414, 470
Literature Since 1900 (3)
One of the following: 333, 334, 339, 363, 376, 377, 471, 475, 476
Diverse Literature (3)
One of the following: 335, 378, 379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 385, 474, 477
Additional Courses (9)
One additional English course at the 300-400 level in literature, linguistics, or film (3).
Three additional English courses at the 300-400 level (9).
English Studies in Secondary Teacher Licensure Track (39 hours)
Literary Study – Research and Criticism (3)
200
Fundamentals of English Grammar (3)
207
Advanced Essay Composition (3)
300C
Western Literature, Classical and Medieval (3)
337
Shakespeare (3) 
407
Literature 1660-1900 (3)
One of the following: 330, 331, 332, 338, 412, 413, 414, 470
Literature Since 1900 (3)
One of the following: 333, 334, 339, 363, 376, 377, 471, 475, 476
Diverse Literature (3)
One of the following: 335, 378, 379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 385, 474, 477
Methods (9)
404A, 479, 480A and co-requisite clinicals
Education
SESE 457, EPS 406, EPS 452 or EPFE 400/410, LTRE 311, LTIC 420
Additional Course (6)
Two additional English courses at the 300-400 level.

English Studies in Writing Track (39   hours)
Literary Study – Research and Criticism (3)
200
Fundamentals of English Grammar (3) 
207 (or GEE*)
Analytical Writing (3)
One of the following: 300, 304, 305 or 308
Writing (12)
Four of the following: 300, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 308, 350, 398, 401, 402, 403, 424, 426, 493, 496
Literature to 1660 (3)
One of the following: 337, 340, 405, 406, 407, 408, 409, 410, 420
Literature 1660-1900 (3)
One of the following: 330, 331, 332, 338, 412, 413, 414, 470
Literature Since 1900 (3)
One of the following: 333, 334, 339, 363, 376, 377, 471, 475, 476
Diverse Literature (3)
One of the following: 335, 378, 379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 385, 474, 477
Additional Courses (6)
Two additional English courses at the 300-400 level (6).
Minor in English (18 hours)
(Six or more semester hours in the minor must be taken at NIU.)

Literary Study: Research and Criticism (3) ENGL 200
Fundamentals of English Grammar (3) ENGL 207 *
Analytical Writing (3)
· One of the following: 300, 304, 305 or 308
Three additional courses at the 300-400 level (9)


* Students with a major or minor in English must demonstrate competence in the fundamentals of English grammar by successfully completing ENGL 207 or by passing an examination. Those who pass the grammar exemption exam will not receive 3 hours of academic credit; therefore, they must select some other English class (taken at NIU or elsewhere) to satisfy this requirement. Those who pass the examination should see an advisor to make the appropriate substitution.  Teacher licensure candidates in English cannot be exempt from ENGL 207 through the GEE.
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