








CONTENTS

Mary L. Uhl, “The Castle on the Hill,” the

Growth of Towers and a Dedication to E. Nelson

James, page 4

POETRY

Larry Voves, Prelude to a Sky-Dance, page 6

Robert Prochaska, Sea Horse, page 6

Michael Antman, Night Walk, page 9

Don Fisher, Nostalgic, page 14

William Hoagland, Once | Went Mad, page 15

Virginia Shreve, “Acquainted with the Night,”
page 16

Thomas Sanfilip, Into the Lights of Chattanooga,
Into the Skies of Tennessee, page 27

Patrick J. Pentecost, Lilo’s, page 28

Jeff Abell, Getting Back, page 29

Michael Antman, The Butcher, page 34

Nancy V. Ries, With Charon, page 36

Michael Summers, teacher, page 37

Alice Wentworth, Amberly, page 38

Patrick ). Pentecost, Fred, page 41

William Hoagland, And As | Drive, page 42

Christine Okon, Jazz, page 43

PROSE

Mary Ellen Metcalf O’'Donnell, A Day in the
Life, page 11

Richard D. Finholt, Odysseus Wounded: James
Dickey's Deliverance as an American Epic,
page 18

Greg Kaster, Mr. M. H. Leber and the Bells of
Saint Basil’s, page 31

David Roediger, An Analysis of and an Alternative

to Skaggs's Interpretation of “Black Is My
Favorite Color,” page 45

GRAPHICS

Christopher Williams, print, page 7

Marlene Bauer, watercolor, page 8

Bill Diaz, oil painting, page 10

Keith Lowman, print, page 13

Ed Spahr, ink drawing, page 14

Elizabeth Cummens, ink drawing, page 15

John Foote, pencil drawing, page 17

Jeff Pearsall, watercolor, page 18

John Guger, sculpture, page 24

Karin-Maria Lund, weaving, page 24

Terry Beckman, bronze plaque, page 24

Martin Kascewicz, copper vessel, page 25

Elizabeth Rich, copper vessel, page 25

Roberta Whitney, ceramic piece, page 25

Martin Kascewicz, neck piece, page 25

Joe Milton Allen, pencil drawing, page 26

Gordon Schmitt, oil painting, page 28

Dan Spahn, craypas drawing, page 29

Gordon Schmitt, print, pages 30 and 33

Howard Schwartz, pencil drawing, page 35

Jim Hollich, multi-media, page 36

Dick Browning, pencil drawing, page 37

Christopher Williams, print, page 7

Clay Johnson, photograph, page 40

John Dzuryak, silkscreen, page 42

Howard Schwartz, oil painting, page 43

Pat Strandell, pencil drawing, page 44

John Dzuryak, photograph, inside back
cover

Photographs of Altgeld Hall on the cover and
inside front and back covers are courtesy of the
University Archives.

Dr. James was photographed by Karen Eckert.




CTAH

EDITOR: Mary L. Uhl
ART EDITOR: Carol Mitchell

ADVISORS: E. Nelson James -
William Wolf
Ed Syrek

EDITORIAL STAFF

Thomas Sanfilip
Christine Smith
Deby Sokol
Joanne Starzec
Marcia Stepanek
Michael Summers
Nancy Ulbricht
Tricia Vidinich
Michael Warns

Michael Antman
John J. Cebula
Janet K. Fair
Ray Heilmann
Bill Hoagland
Christine Okon
Robert Prochaska
Mary Rohde

EDITOR'S NOTE

Towers is published twice yearly by the Xi Delta Chapter
of Sigma Tau Delta, National English Honorary. Its
purpose is to stimulate creative and critical writing and to
promote an appreciation for literature and art within

the university community.

The prose and poetry in each Towers reflect the
choice of staff members who carefully read, discuss and
select the best of the material submitted. Authorial
anonymity is observed in selecting material. Five faculty
judges choose prize winners from the manuscripts and
artwork selected by the staff. Awards reflect the choice of
the judges only and are chosen anonymously.

In this fortieth volume of Towers, we have tried to
parallel NIU’s growth with Towers' by picturing Altgeld
Hall in the various stages of its development and by
including a brief history of our magazine’s evolution.

The Towers staff is proud to dedicate this special issue to
a friend and advisor of Towers for the last twenty-
five years, Dr. E. Nelson James.
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AWARDS

LUCIEN STRYK AWARD FOR POETRY

judge, Philip Dust, Assistant Professor of English, -NIU

Coordinators, Christine Smith, Marcia Stepanek,
Michael Summers

Undergraduate: nothing deemed worthy
Graduate: nothing deemed worthy

J. HAL CONNOR AWARD FOR CREATIVE PROSE
Judge, Lynne Waldeland, Assistant Professor

of English, NIU
Coordinators, Ray Heilmann, Michael Warns

Undergraduate: Greg Kaster, Mr. M. H.
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Graduate: Mary Ellen Metcalf O’Donnell,
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E. RUTH TAYLOR AWARD FOR CRITICAL WRITING

Judge, James Mellard, Associate Professor of English, NIU
Coordinators, Janet K. Fair, Joanne Starzec
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Graduate: Richard D. Finholt, Odysseus
Wounded: James Dickey’s Deliverance
As American Epic, page 18
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Graduate: Elizabeth Rich, copper vessel, page 25



“The Castle on the Hill,”

the growth of Towers, and a Dedication to E. Nelson James.

Mary L. Uhl

Altgeld Hall, Northern’s oldest building, is a symbol of
the University’s beginning and growth* and of
Towers” evolution as well. Established in 1938 and
named for Altgeld, “The Castle on the Hill,” Towers

was originated by the members of Sigma Tau Delta
(national English honor society) and Nu lota Pi
(journalistic fraternity) who recognized the college’s
need for a “publication through which students may
find literary expression.” Prior to this time, student
literary efforts had appeared periodically in the student
newspaper, The Northern Illinois. In 1939 and 1940

the first two volumes of Towers were published under the
direction of E. Ruth Taylor, ). Hal Connor and Maude
Uhland, for whom Towers awards are now named.
Sigma Tau Delta members sold copies of the first
two volumes on DeKalb streets to help defray expenses.

World War Il halted publication of Towers, but
student literary work appeared in The Northern illinois
often, thanks to the efforts of Dr. Ruth Taylor, the
paper’s advisor. And Sigma Tau Delta members were
even able to publish in 1945 and 1946 a literary
supplement to the newspaper, Budding Branches.
Publication of the magazine resumed in 1947, with

the college’s financial assistance, and it has continued
uninterrupted to the present. Each year staff
members have judged 600 to 1800 literary entries with
attention to quality, originality and student interest.
Originally poems on “The Castle on the Hill” were
featured; over the decades plays and essays were added
to the format and were dropped in favor of the
present poetry-short story-criticism makeup. The format
was expanded in 1957 to include artwork and awards

for the best poetry and fictional prose. In 1963 Towers
moved from annual to biannual publication. A year
later cash awards were presented for creative and
critical writing; finally a freshman writing award
followed in 1965; graphics began to earn awards in 1966.
And thus Towers grew over a thirty-five year period to
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its present appearance as the fortieth volume, with a
circulation of 7,000 copies per semester.

This special issue of Towers is fittingly dedicated to the
one person most responsible for Towers’ growth, Dr.

E. Nelson James, who in 1973 celebrates his twenty-fifth
year with the magazine. Dr. James began working
with Towers when he came to Northern in 1948. He be-
came faculty advisor in 1956 and has acted in that
capacity to the present day, overseeing many of the
changes that have led the magazine from its emphasis
on written work and castle-adorned covers to its
increasingly professional integration of varied art and
literary types.

In addition to his work with Towers, Dr. James has

served as local advisor of Sigma Tau Delta and as Exec-
utive Secretary of the 26,000-member national organi-
zation. He is also editor of the Sigma Tau Delta literary
magazine, The Rectangle and of the Sigma Tau

Delta Newsletter. He has served Northern as Director of
Professional Publications, Acting Director of the NIU

Press and as head of several university committees.

His own professional work centers around Restoration
and 18th Century Drama; he has published The
Development of George Farquhar as a Comic Dramatist
and has contributed to a Bibliography of Restoration
and Eighteenth Century Research: 1900-1968.

Each of Dr. James’s achievements is impressive in itself,
but to the thousands of students who have staffed
Towers, have contributed to its contents, and have read
its pages over the past quarter of a century, his most
impressive achievement has been his wise direction

of Towers toward ever-increasing artistic and
professional heights. Surely, all hope for his
continued direction of NIU’s literary “Castle on the Hih
for many years to come.

*pictured on the inside front and back covers
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Prelude to a Sky-Danee

one moonlit night

we walked across the black sky

wincing and laughing at the stars
that pricked our feet,

playing kick-the-can

with the dusty earth,

scooping up handfuls of heaven

to throw at passing gods.

we saw so many of them

that night.

larry voves

robert prochaska

Coa Horee

I worshipped them
in glossy pictures.

Sea horses were inside me,
settling in my private sea.



Christopher Williams e print 7
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Marlene Bauer e watercolor



Night Walk

| walk down the streets unkempt with trees.

The first-floor man is eating again. In the window,

the streetlight slips off his crystal shaker
and dimly limns this familiar meal.

He sprinkles on his lamb, on his apples,
and over his pale wine.

The heaps of grains overflow the sill
and shower onto my shoes. | walk on

past the insistent ér_eak of his elbow
and into the humming night.

Further back in my dream of the street
the vaulted auditorium stands

impaled against the earth by ancient beams
driven by one of several possible gods.

| grab at the wood and tilt my head

at the angle of the beams,

everything about me gaping open.

(Pitted by all the corroding grains, -

the soil cracks as the roots disentangle
and slip silently out of the ground behind me.)

Years later, | stand in an empty playground.
The winter air is sharp and flawless.

| sweep my eyes past the stores

like blocks of ice in the street,

past the laminated Santas

mounting the lightpoles in a showy passion,
and past the billboard whose shining letters
drip in insidious patterns over my eyes.

Above, above ‘all this, the trees float,
roots swimming in the wind.

michael antman



oil painting
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