


NIU History

Chartered in 1895 and opened as the Northern Illinois State Normal School
in 1899 to prepare college-educated teachers.



• 8 undergraduate and 23 graduate programs offered by 
6 departments in 3 buildings
– Counseling and Higher Education (CAHE)
– Curriculum and Instruction (CI)
– Educational Technology, Research and Assessment (ETRA)
– Leadership, Educational Psychology and Foundations (LEPF)
– Kinesiology and Physical Education (KNPE)
– Special and Early Education (SEED)

College of Education

Gabel Hall Anderson Hall Graham Hall



College of Education

• Athletic Trainers
• Fitness Professionals
• Sport Organization Managers

• Early Childhood Teachers
• Elementary Education Teachers
• Middle Level Teachers
• Physical Education Teachers
• Special Education Teachers

Our graduates are leaders in our communities:

• Principals
• Superintendents
• Higher Ed Administrators
• Educational Researchers
• Counselors



CoE Rankings and Accreditat ion

Program Accreditation
Council for the Accreditat ion of Educator Preparation (CAEP): Since 1954
Associat ion for Education and Rehabilitat ion of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER): Since 1984
Council for the Accreditat ion of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP): Since 1989
Commission on Accreditat ion of Athlet ic Training (CAATE): Since 2021

Program Recognition
ISBE Illinois Educator Preparation Profiles:  All licensure programs
exemplary or commendable, the top two ranking categories

U.S. News & World Report ranked our 
online graduate programs No. 28, 
earning a tenth consecutive spot 
among the nation’s Top 10%.



CoE Points of Pride

#2 We are the second largest 
provider of teachers in Illinois.



CoE Fast Facts

NIU = 52.7% 
CoE = 48.7%

Students of Color:

NIU = 27.5%
CoE = 29.1%

Students of Color:

Undergraduate Students
1,282

Graduate Students
1,174

2,456 Total Students

52.7% Pell Eligible
51.3% First Generation



CoE Fast Facts

$2,426,278 received in new grants, up 27% from FY20
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Illinois Educator Shortage
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Recruitment

Community College 2+2 Agreements

Dedicated Recruitment Coordinator Visiting and Presenting at High Schools

On Campus Events 
for Middle School and 
High School Students

Master of Arts in Teaching
Licensure Programs for Career Changers

High School Future Teacher Clubs and 
Educator Rising Chapters

Career Endorsement Pathway in Education

Confronting 
the Teacher 

Shortage



PLEDGE Initiative
Partnering to Lead and Empower District-Grown Educators

Confronting 
the Teacher 

Shortage

100% 
Retention

Rate

2019 

PLEDGE Impact
109 Elementary Education Teachers

31 Principals
52 Special Education Teachers

2021



• ECACE is a $200 million 
statewide initiative

• 160+ new NIU students 
in partnership 
with CHHS

• Funding ends 
in 2023

Early Childhood Access Consort ium for Equity
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Program Accessibility

• Meeting the Needs of our Region:
Anywhere, Anytime and Any Modality
– 27 current off-campus, tuition-funded cohorts

NIU Naperville
DeKalb District #428

Elgin Community College

Online

NIU Rockford

Access



Contract Cohorts

• 6 contracting agencies offering 12 cohorts that will generate 
$2,979,400 in revenue.

• Innovative funding approaches through educational service 
organizations and employers.

IASBO Online/NIU Naperville

North Chicago District 187

Little City (Palatine)
Kildeer District #96

Elgin U-46

Rockford District #205

Program 
Accessibility

Access



Adult Learners

Customized Learning 
Approach

– Prior Learning Assessments
– Course Duration and 

Organization
– Dynamic Schedules
– Grouping Courses 

Thematically; Sharing 
Assignments

– Online Undergraduate 
Degree Completion

Access
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State Leadership
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Leadership 
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IADPCE
Illinois Association of Deans of 
Public Colleges of Education

CEPA
Collaborative on Educator
Preparation Advocacy

CCADE
Council of Chicago Area 
Deans of Education 

Illinois Ed Prep
Impact Network 

Illinois P-20 Network



We are proactively and collaboratively engaged in state and 
federal conversations that will impact educator preparation
• Building Relationships
• Advocating for/against Legislation and ISBE Rules
• Leading Policy Action Committees
• Monitoring New Grants and Initiatives

State Leadership
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• $3.4 million awarded to NIU College of Education to 
serve as a tutoring hub to support the learning of 
students in the wake of the pandemic.

• Serving High-Need Districts in Region 2

• Hiring over 900 tutors

Illinois Tutoring Init iat ive
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• Senate Leadership
– All-College Professional Development
– Culture of Belonging

• Academic Equity Team
– Racial Equity Academy

• College Council
– College Policies and Procedures Review

to Ensure Alignment with an Equity Stance 

• Curriculum Committee
– Social Justice Curricular Review

• Strategic Enrollment Management Committee 
– Academic Equity Gap Analysis

College Init iat ives
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Beginning Steps Toward Belonging
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Mentoring Program Launch

“Being a part of the program really has changed 
my life, with making new friends and 
connections in general.”
– A. W., Special Education Major

“A.W. has been awesome to work with 
and is really coming out of her shell.”

– V. P., Chicago Public Schools Teacher
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Dr. LaVerne Gyant Alumni Mentoring Program



Social Justice Summer Camp
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Director for Equity
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