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WOMENGS STUDI ES NEWS'
OCRAFTY WOMHAINECRAFDS $SADE

The fifth annual ACrafty Womenod Holii
Wednesday, November 18 and Thursday, November 19, from 8:30 a-5100
pmin the Womendés Studies Programbs
holding aclosing reception for the sale on Thursday, November 19 from 5:00
6:30.

C

The sale offers an excellent opportunity to stock up for holidaygiifing! We would
like to thank everyone who has contributed items to the sale. We have already b
given a large hanthade quilt and other quilted items, jewelry made with buttons,
handmade soap, knitted catnip toys, and pottery, along with many other handcrat
items!

All proceeds from the sale will go towards the Mothers Memorial Scholarship and
Austin Sawicki Scholarship Funds. We raised nearly $2000 toward the scholarsh
at | ast yearo6s sale, and we are hopi
tion about the sale, call 793938 or email WOMENST @niu.edu. For more informa
tion about the scholarships, vikitp://www.niu.edu/wstudies/scholarships/
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SPRING CLASSES

A

range of courses are available this spring that <co

cluding the following.

Professor Sandra Dawson will be teaching WOMS 235, Women Across Cultures & Centuries (MWHE 212000

This course is an introduction to the history, contributions and achievements of women in the U.S. from colonial
times to the present. Students will explore the ways that women have expressed themselves through literature, pc
etry and art. There are threedlass examinations for the class in addition to affi@ge paper on a choice of topics
related to the class. Each student will participate in a weekly discussion led by the teaching assistants and contrib
short writing assignments throughout the semester.

Professor Lesley Rigg is offering WOMS 324, Women in Science (TTH;84%). This course will examine the

history of women in science and address the current status of women in various scientific disciplines. The objectiv
of this class are to discuss issues of science and gender using recent scholarly literature, to critique the various vie
points, to become familiar with the subject, and to discuss these issues in a constructive manner.

WOMS 436, Current Debates Seminar about Sex and Gender will be taught by Political Science Ph.D. candidate
Alisa Von Hagel (online). This course gives students an opportunity to explore and analyze current issues regardi
women and gender as they appear in the news and popular media every day. The issues discussed will be far ran
and determined in part by what shows up in the media during the semester. The purpose of this course is to conn
current events and developments in mass media and popular culture with larger, more theoretical discussions of g
der and biology. As this course will consist primarily of discussion, rather than lecture, each student will have the
opportunity to shape the direction of the course.

Professor Amanda Littauer will teach WOMS 610, Spec
6:00-8:40). Girls' Studies is a vibrant, interdisciplinary field that has grown dramatically since the 1990s. Students
in this graduate seminar will read recent essays by scholars in a range of disciplines, including communications an
media studies, history, sociology, and literature. Texts and documentary films produced by girls themselves will
also be discussed.

WOMS 630, Research in Womenés Studies wildl be tauglt
dents to multidisciplinary research methodol ogi es i
methods and designs to pursue their own research projects or professional practice. Texts for this course will inclt
Mar gr i t Nahsegidt ResaarohdMethods: A Practical GyReutledge, 1991)just Methods: An Interdisci-

plinary Feminist Readekedited by Alison Jaggar (Paradigm, 2008); Redearch Methods with Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
sexual, and Transgender Populatipedited by James I. Martin and William Meezan (Haworth Press, 2003).

For more information about these courses and other courses being offered in the

” \S spring, visithttp://www.niu.edu/wstudies/courses/index.shimi stop in our office in

R Reavis Hall, Room 103.
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NEW WOMS GRADDENHE ®RGANIZATION

We are excited to announce the formati leno
dent Association. The association will be composed of graduate students from a wide
of disciplines who are interested in a wom

studies. The benefits of joining this association include:

e Meeting/networking with graduate students and NIU faculty associated with the
Womenoés Studies Program and other di ¢ 0

e Gain experience in planning academic and social events for graduate students to ¢
their research in womends studies anit udi e

e Organize and attend professionalization workshops for graduate students, such as,
search panels addressing positions in womends and ¢

e Best of all, you can put this association on your CV or Resume!

You dond6t have to be currently enrolled in the Women
would certainly like you to consider enrolling!

I f you are interested in joining the Womenés and Gen
Bar k o, Eli zabeth Bowman, or Kathleen Turner at womsg
in Reavis 103. We hope to hear from you!

WOMENOS HIUBOAODRY MONT

This year's Women's History Month (WHM) theme will f
ies graduate students have voted to bring in two exciting colloquium speakers during WHM. Frances Aparicio is a Pro-
fessor of Latin American and Latino Studies and director of the Underrepresented Faculty Mentoring Program at the
University of lllinoisChi cago. Professor Apariciobs presentati ons:s
is founder and director of the lllinois Women Artists Project, an online database and upcoming book which focus on a

group of women artists who were active in lllinois between 1840 and 1940 (http://dtss.bradley.edu/).

The Women's Studies Program is accepting proposals to include on the WHM calendar until Monday, December 14.
Each year the Women's Studies Program and Presidential Commission on the Status of Women sponsor a poster cale
dar to advertise the events that take place during WHM in March. The poster is a great publicity resource as it is widel
distributed to campus offices and buildings as well as to the local community. Additionally, if your event/activity is ac-
cepted for inclusion on the poster calendar, we will also include it on the online calendar of events.

We particularly encourage submissions that relate to this year's WHM theme. However, depending on the space avail-
able, we will consider including any events that are related to women.

To submit an event/activity for possible inclusion in the WHM poster calendar, visit www.niu.edu/wstudies/history/ and
complete the Activity Proposal Form. Send the form to Rebekah Kohli in Reavis Hall, Room 103, or email it to
rkohli@niu.edu. The deadline for calendar submissions is Monday, December 14, 2009.

Please note that while we will help publicize your events and the Women's Studies office can offer suggestions for eve
locations, we do not have the staffing power to organize or plan your events.
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CONFERENCE FOROMENRBESCHEDULED

We have rescheduled the Conference for Young Women for Friday, April
2010. Please encourage any high school women you know to register for
exciting opportunity! Registration will begin in mid to late February. The ¢
-bird registration fee is only $48. number of scholarships are available to
help students afford the conference

This yearés conference wild.l incl L@ by
on topics related to womends coll egiate experiences
discussion on career opportunities for women; and lunch with NIU faculty, professionals, and students. For the first tim
the conference will also include a career interest workshop which will provide participants with the opportunity to asses
their interests and explore career possibilities. T
from computer science, biogeography and law enforcement to health education, recycling and athletics.

Given the state of the economy, we anticipate greater student need for scholdirgoipsvish to contribute to a
scholarship, send a check made out to NIU with "CYW" on the memo line to the Women's Studies Program.

For additional information about scholarships or the conference, call @& or emaiWOMENST @niu.edu

NEW LIBRARY ABDITION

We have a number of exciting new videos in our growing video library!

e Generation M: Misogyny in Media & Culturey Thomas Keith, analyzes sexism and misogyny in the media. The
video includesnterviews with a variety of antiiolence and antsexism educators including Jean Kilbourn, Byron
Hurt, and Jackson Katz. (Media Education Foundation, 2008. DVD, 60 min.)

e Girls Rock! The Moviehronicles the experiences of several girls as they learn to play instruments, write music,
form bands, and perform at what thew York Times al | s Aone ear splaiitsti ingmg weekms
roll camp. In addition to musical lessons, the girls also learn to challenge traditional gender norms and gain self
esteem. (Shadow Distribution, 2008. DVD, 90 min.)

¢ Winner of numerous awardslotherhood Manifest based on the bodkhe Motherhood Manifestoy Joanne
Blades and Kristin Row€&inkbeiner. This documentary considers issues related to working mothers and their fami-
lies. It also looks at public policy changes that might help to restorelii@balance for working mothers.
( MomsRi sing.org, 2008. DVD, Party cut, 45 min./ Dire
a copy of the accompanying book in its library.

e J ac k s o nmouhaGuiged\solence, Media, and the Crisis in Masculieiigmines the connections between me-
dia imagery and social constructions of masculine identities. Katz is-&weelin educator and activist who has
lectured and led ansiexist seminars and workshops on campuses across the country including presentations at NIL
in 2004. (Media Education Foundation, 2002. DVD, 87 min. + 18 min. interview.)

Continued on page 6
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NEW LIBRARY ADCIONIWNNUED

Wearing Hijab: Uncovering the Myths of Islam in the United Stetesiders how Muslim women in the U.S. feel
about wearing the hijab, a veil many women wear on their heads. The video contains interviews including
conversations with six Muslim women who choose to wear the hijab. (Films for the Humanities, 2004. DVD, 34
min.)

Faculty may check any of these videos out for <cl ass
Pr ogr amo s Fot allift of atheyitems in our library, visiww.niu.edu/wstudies/library/

e Vet (st F oo Py
Afon by Thamat Keiy

Miscgyny in Media & Culture

INTERGENERATNYERISEATON

Four WOMS students joined Acting Director Diana Swan
Retirement Community in DeKalb. Amanda Cox, Sarah Girdzius, Maimouna Konate, and Alicia Wozny spoke with
eight residents of Oak Crest about various aspects o

was the number of women who had coll ege educations a
Amanda was At he interest and support that we receive
and in each of us as well, and that meant a | ot to m
our experiences with them and | istening to their sto
the Oak Crest womenédés group, said that the visit #dAbr

students to return. If you are interested in participating in a future intergenerational conversation, please contact Dian
Swanson atlswanson@niu.edu

COMMUNICATION CHANGE

As many of our readers are aware, the Womends Studi
communicate information about events, calls for papers, important announcements, etc. In an effort to minimize t
number of emails you receive from us, we are now se

Studies announcements and information about upcoming program events. We are postingalé@d Salls for

Continued on page 6















