Recent theory questions (each group of three requires answering two of the questions)

Ever since the French Revolution, both classical and contemporary theorists have theorized about social conflict.  Using two competing theoretical frameworks describe the way conflict and social uprising might be viewed.

Contemporary society has seen an explosion of communication technologies. Use one theoretical framework to analyze the far-reaching implications of these technologies on interaction in society.  (The theoretical framework you choose can be either micro-level or macro-level.)

Which theoretical framework do you think provides the most powerful analysis of inequalities?  What specific theoretical contributions by the theorists within this framework have been offered on race, class, gender or any other inequalities?

****************

The link between economic systems and inequalities has been analyzed within sociological theory, sometimes in dramatically opposing ways.  Describe how inequalities under capitalism have been explained through the lens of two different theoretical frameworks.

More businesses are using what is termed “interactive personalities” to help them with their customer service.  These “personalities” have names, biographies and sometimes even animated faces, but are simply computer-generated responses to consumer questions. Use two theoretical frameworks to analyze this recent phenomenon, especially in light of what it might tell us about the self and society.

The idea of the recent economic stimulus package was meant to encourage consumerism.  The choice of this particular solution might be viewed sociologically.  Using one theoretical framework, discuss the concept of consumerism as a cultural norm and ideology.  Focus on the belief in and practice of consumerism in general, not the stimulus package. 





****************

The recent protests in Iran reflect the larger longstanding issues of conflict and social change which have been addressed by classical and contemporary theorists.  Using two competing theoretical frameworks describe the way conflict and social uprising might be viewed.

As regulations on credit cards are being debated in the U.S., credit card companies are charging even larger fees and interest rates. Using both classical and contemporary theorists within one framework, explain how capitalism is structured and how consumerism is linked to this structure. 

With so much virtual communication in today’s world, how might any one theoretical framework incorporate and help explain the formation and creation of the self?  Explain both the fundamentals of the framework’s view of the self and society and then how this might be extended to include current forms of communication.

