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The three-day conference always concludes with the Awards Banquet.  

There we were surprised to find that a few of us would be receiving 

plaques:  chapter sponsor Simone Billings in honor of her 20th year of 

being a chapter sponsor at Santa Clara University; Julie for her service as 

Associate Student Representative for the Far Western region; and our 

chapter itself to commemorate our 20th year of having a chapter of Sigma 

Tau Delta.   

- Santa Clara University 

The theme of this yearôs con-

vention was Necessary Con-

tradictions ï and as if nature 

were trying to coordinate 

with that theme, those of us 

from sunny California and 70

-degree weather in Santa 

Clara during those dates flew 

off to Louisville, Kentucky, 

which received about a foot 

of snow on March 7 during 

one of that cityôs worst snow 

storms in decades. 

  

 ñThe test of literature is, I suppose, whether we ourselves live 

more intensely from the reading of it.ò 

 

-Elizabeth Drew 

The newly updated, recently in-

stated Sigma Tau Delta features 

some new elementsða pen, a 

torch, and a star. Thereôs a little 

ambiguity about what these sym-

bols are meant to represent. I sup-

pose itôs up for interpretation, but 

in my view, the three can be re-

lated to the words  

ñSincerity * Truth * Designò  

that are also included in the logo. 

I see sincerity in the pen, truth in 

the torch, and design in the star. I 

think we can look forward to 

some more detailed explanations 

from headquarters in the coming 

months 

 
- Sara Staheli 

Far Western Student Representative 



 

 

 

This Semester, the University of Redlands Chapter of Sigma Tau Delta has been involved in organizing and participating in  

several events on campus, directed at both members and non-members. Weekly meetings gave members a chance to share  

their individual projects and hang out, while events like a movie night to watch "Stranger than Fiction" gave us something to  

discuss. On a broader scale, Sigma Tau Delta worked to resurrect the "Faculty Lecture Series," a High Tea type event in 

which faculty members from the English Literature or Creative Writing departments share some of their current work. This 

series helps the community at large get to know its faculty members better and also helps the student population have a 

glimpse of academia in a more professional setting. These semesterly events were met with great success and attendance, as 

Literature Professor Sheila Lloyed presented an essay and Poetry teacher Joy Manesiotis read from several collections of 

her poetry. Other events throughout the year include a book drive, to collect and donate used books especially for those who 

lost their homes in last year's California fires. With one Month left to go, Sigma Tau Delta now has a much stronger pres-

ence on campus than it did a year ago, and it is not uncommon for Professors from the English department to seek us out to 

facilitate or attend events of their own devising.  

Bradley Markano, Chapter President 
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University of Redlands, California 

Pepperdine University, California 

 

The Pepperdine University Chapter (Eta Psi) has had a busy and fun Spring semester.  In February, we held a book drive to 

raise money and collect books for the library of a small school in Costa Rica. We collected $300 and approximately 175 

pounds of children's books to donate.  In March, we held our annual induction ceremony and honors banquet.  We inducted 

13 new members. In April, 11 of our members got together to attend a play, Moliere's version of Don Juan.  As faculty spon-

sor, I am also very proud of our chapter's scholarly productivity over the school year.  Eight of our members were invited to 

read papers or creative work at a variety of conferences.  Five of our members have had scholarly essays or poems accepted 

for publication in several different journals.  

Julianne Smith, Chapter Sponsor 

ñThe answers you get from literature depend on 

the questions you pose.ò 

 

-Margaret Atwood 

Chapter Reports 
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Westmont College, California 

Current members of Westmontôs Sigma Tau Delta chapter have been enjoying a 

semester-long round-robin story compilation: earlier in the year the officers began 

a tale, then handed it off to a member of the chapter who added to it, then passed it 

along to another member.  We look forward to the storyôs completion as well as 

the induction of nine new members this semester. 

 

Jayne Gee, Department Secretary 

Northwest Nazarene University, Idaho 

Our new chapter is alive, healthy and excited. Members of Alpha Omicron Omicron are making plans for next year. Two of our 

charter members are graduating. They will be replaced with 10 new members. Our officers for next year are: President Seth 

Clark,Vice President Laurie Burgemeister, Secretary Rachael Finch, and Treasurer Allison Schisler. 

  

We are looking forward to bringing a large delegation to Minneapolis. Many hardy Scandinavians found their way west to 

Idaho, so some of us  can already speak Minnesotan. Others amongst us are listening to Minnesota Public Radio and practicing 

dialects. 

 

Ralph Speer, Chapter Sponsor 

ñLiterature adds to reality, it 

does not simply describe it. It 

enriches the necessary compe-

tencies that daily life requires 

and provides; and in this re-

spect, it irrigates the deserts 

that our lives have already be-

come.ò 

 

-C.S. Lewis 

ñEvery manôs work, whether it be literature or music or 

pictures or anything else, is always a portrait of himself, 

and the more he tries to conceal himself the more clearly 

will his character appear in spite of him.ò 

 

-Samuel Butler 

Chapter Reports 


