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Present:
G. Bennardo (LAS/ANTH), V. Demir (EET/ELE), V. Garver (LAS/HIST), S. Howell (EDU/KNPE, for L. Zittel), M C. Smith (Graduate School), L. Zhou (BUS/FINA)
Consultants:
D. Smith (Catalog Editor/Curriculum Coordinator)
Guests:
M. Tahernezhadi (College of Engineering and Engineering Technology)
INTRODUCTIONS
Introductions were made. D. Smith announced that M C. Smith will be an Administrative Fellow in the Graduate School for the next two years.  He is interested in the curricular process, so he will be the Graduate School’s ex-officio representative to the GCCC.  M C. Smith added that to avoid any conflict of interest, he has resigned from the Graduate Council.

ELECTION OF CHAIR
Bennardo was nominated.  Garver made a motion, seconded by Howell, to CLOSE NOMINATIONS FOR GCCC CHAIR.  Motion passed unanimously.  Bennardo was elected chair by acclamation.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Bennardo made a motion, seconded by Howell, to APPROVE THE AGENDA.  Motion passed unanimously.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Minutes from the April 11, 2011, meeting were approved and sent electronically.
2. Section C Attachment, Items previously in Section B, now reported for inclusion in the 2012-13 Graduate Catalog.  Smith explained that the curricular items in this report have been approved by the GCCC and the Graduate Council, but needed additional approval by bodies such as the Board of Trustees and the Illinois Board of Higher Education.  This report shows that those approvals have been received and these items can now be added to the catalog.

3. The 2010-11 Annual Report was included as background information.

4. GCCC members are reminded that if they are unable to attend a GCCC meeting, they can name a substitute to represent their constituency.  If they know who that person will be prior to the mailing of the agenda packets, they should inform Donna Smith (753-0126, dsmith@niu.edu) so the packet can be sent directly to the substitute; otherwise, they should give their packet to the substitute. It was clarified that substitutes do not need to come from a GCCC representative’s department, but must come from his or her college and must have graduate faculty status.
The last Friday in October, 2011 (10/28/11), is the deadline for receipt in Donna Smith’s office of college curriculum committee minutes with proposed revisions for the next (2012-13) Graduate Catalog. Therefore there may need to be a second GCCC meeting on November 21 to take up any items that may have been tabled or not discussed at the November 14 meeting.

Smith explained the consent agenda, which is used to expedite the consideration of some college curriculum committee minutes and other straightforward and/or noncontroversial curricular items.  Those items are considered in two groups:  1) college minutes with no graduate-level curricular attachments and 2) college minutes with graduate-level curricular attachments.  If a GCCC member has a question/concern about or wants to discuss any item on the consent agenda, he or she should feel free to ask to have that item removed from the consent agenda and added to the items for discussion prior to the approval of the consent agenda. 
CONSENT AGENDA

Howell made a motion, seconded by Zhou, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  Motion passed unanimously.  The following minutes with no graduate curricular items were so received.
College of Business #11 (AY 2010-11)


College of Business #12 (AY 2010-11)


College of Business #1


College of Education #11 (AY 2010-11)


College of Education #12 (AY 2010-11)


College of Education #13 (AY 2010-11)


College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #8 (AY 2010-11)


College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #9 (AY 2010-11)

College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #11 (AY 10-11)

College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #12 (AY 10-11)

College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #1
College of Health and Human Sciences #3

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences #11 (AY 10-11)

The following minutes with graduate curricular items were so received.
College of Business #10 (AY 2010-11)


College of Business #13 (AY 2010-11)


College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #10 (AY 2010-11)

College of Health and Human Sciences #1

College of Health and Human Sciences #2

College of Health and Human Sciences #4


College of Liberal Arts and Sciences #9 (AY 2010-11)

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences #10 (AY 2010-11)

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences #1

COLLEGE MINUTES FOR DISCUSSION

College of Education #14 (AY 2010-11)
The new course, LESM 552, was pointed out.  Garver asked about LESM 592, which is listed in the rationale, and Howell responded that 592 is a special topics course.  LESM 552 would be a separate course focusing on sales skills and knowledge in the sports industry.  It was clarified that “permission of instructor” needs to be changed to “consent of department” per the APPM.  Howell made a motion, seconded by Zhou, to APPROVE NEW COURSE LESM 552.  Motion passed unanimously.  The GCCC discussed the other graduate-level curricular items in these minutes.  Regarding the revision to TLEE 775, committee members felt the title didn’t match the description, leading to confusion on what the course is about.  The GCCC suggested that the title be changed to “Survey of Teacher Education Programs” to better match the course description.  Regarding the other catalog change to the M.A.T., the GCCC thought more education psychology courses would be better, but as long as the department does not undermine the needs of their students, it is ultimately their decision to delete the course.  Demir made a motion, seconded by Zhou, to APPROVE THE REMAINING GRADUATE CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF EDUCATION #14 (4/26/11).  Motion passed unanimously.
College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #2
Tahernezhadi, the college’s associate dean for research and graduate programs, presented the M.S. in Integrated Systems Engineering.  In 2007 a college advisory board approved the proposal to move forward on this degree, due to the increasing demand in the industry for more multifunctional products (e.g., cell phones, think pads, etc.).  The new degree addresses the question of how to train a new generation of engineers on subsystems and the interaction of highly complex products.  They have also responded to the industry’s need for longevity of products.  The degree would draw from all the departments in the college. After discussions with the Provost’s Office, the degree was streamlined and put into the proper format.  Tahernezhadi added that he did a search for similar programs and the nearest one to the NIU area is at Ohio State.  There are two specializations:  mechatronics and intelligent systems; and biomedical and health systems engineering.  Students may also choose either the thesis option, project option, or course option, depending on students’ interests and levels of investigation.  There is an advisory committee to oversee projects for the degree made up of representatives from each department with the associate dean for research and graduate programs as the chair.  Bennardo asked about the admission requirements.  Tahernezhadi said that students without the required background will have to fulfill competencies and for students who completed their bachelor’s degrees with a 3.0 or better the GRE may be waived.  There was further discussion about the differences between the thesis option, project option, and course option, and it was clarified that a student could switch from one option to another.  In response to other questions, Tahernezhadi stated that they are planning to advertise the degree nationally and that it typically would take two years to complete.  They are also looking at ways for part-time students to complete the degree such as offering courses on Saturdays and/or via online modalities.  They plan on having about 10 students to begin with, but would like to see enrollment grow to 15-20 students.  Courses will be taught by existing faculty with expertise in the specific areas.  Tahernezhadi explained that new courses IEET 697, IEET 698, and IEET 699 were needed so there could be coursework for this degree in Independent Study, Special Topics, and Master’s Thesis.  Bennardo made a motion, seconded by Demir, to ACCEPT THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY #2 (9/14/11).  Motion passed unanimously.
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, #12 (AY 2010-11)
In these minutes are new courses on pages 18-20.  Garver noted that the Department of Philosophy is trying to match courses with their faculty and to streamline their curriculum to make it clearer to students what they need to take.  She added that by deleting courses on just one philosopher eliminates any confusion that the department is determining that these individuals are more important than other philosophers. M C. Smith noted that it looks like the new coursework will better prepare student for their comprehensive exams.  The committee discussed specifically the course revisions for PHIL 633, PHIL 640, PHIL 651, and PHIL 652 and the deletion of course descriptions.  There was concern among the committee members that without any description, it is unclear what the courses are about.  Garver responded that the department did not want to be locked into a description to give faculty more flexibility on what is taught.  Committee members felt that students should know what they are signing up for.  Committee members expressed their appreciation for what the department is trying to do, but it was suggested that a generic description explaining what might be covered by a survey of contemporary debates or a nonexhaustive list of special topics could be included for clarity.  Bennardo made a motion, seconded by Demir, to TABLE COURSE REVISIONS FOR PHIL 633, PHIL 640, PHIL 651, AND PHIL 652, ASKING THE DEPARTMENT TO ADD A BRIEF DESCRIPTION FOR SURVEY OF CONTEMPORARY DEBATES AND FOR SPECIAL TOPICS.  Motion passed unanimously.  Garver made a motion, seconded by Howell, to APPROVE THE REST OF THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES #12 (4/13/11).  Motion passed unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business.
NEW BUSINESS
1. New online minutes/attachments approval procedure.  D. Smith explained, that at the request of the curricular deans, Bond asked Eric Biletzky in the Graduate School to develop an online approval process to try to streamline the curricular process and eliminate some of the paperwork.  After researching a number of methods and/or software packages, Biletzky developed a process in Novell Vibe.  Anyone who is given access to the system (from faculty at the department level through the CUC and GCCC) will be able to view materials and vote in favor or against, and if against, enters what the issue is.  There will also be a capability of some online discussion prior to the official GCCC meeting.  Training will be done at the end of the fall 2011 semester and at the beginning of the spring 2012 semester and the process will be in place for spring 2012.
Dmir made a motion, seconded by Garver, to ADJOURN THE MEETING.  Motion passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 11:20.
The next meeting of the Graduate Council Curriculum Committee is November 14, 2011, 10:00, Conference Room 304, Lowden Hall.
Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Smith
