Received by the Graduate Council—December 5, 2011

Graduate Council Curriculum Committee (GCCC)
Second Meeting/2011-12 Academic Year

November 14, 2011
Approved

p. v of v

Present:
G. Bennardo (LAS/ANTH), V. Demir (EET/ELE), V. Garver (LAS/HIST), L. Sido (VPA/ART), M C. Smith (Graduate School), J. Umoren (HHS/FCNS), L. Zhou (BUS/FINA), L. Zittel (EDU/KNPE)
Consultants:
D. Smith (Catalog Editor/Curriculum Coordinator)
Guests:
Michael Barnes, Doug Boughton, Andrew Liccardo, Deborah Robertson, Peter Van Ael, 


Jacqueline Wells (School of Art/College of Visual and Performing Arts), Marc Simpson 



(Department of Finance)
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Zittel made a motion, seconded by Garver, to APPROVE THE AGENDA.  Motion passed unanimously.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Minutes from the October 10, 2011, meeting were approved and sent electronically.
CONSENT AGENDA

Zittel made a motion, seconded by Garver, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  Motion passed unanimously.  The following minutes with no graduate curricular items were so received.
College of Business #2

College of Education #2

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences #7

The following minutes with graduate curricular items were so received.
College of Business #4

College of Education #1

College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #3

College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #4

College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #6

College of Health and Human Sciences #6

College of Health and Human Sciences #10 (pending Pres. Peters approval)

COLLEGE MINUTES FOR DISCUSSION

College of Business #3.  
Department of Finance Chair Marc Simpson presented the proposal for a new M.S. in Financial Risk Management.  The proposal in part addresses the increase of hiring in this area.  Since the department has faculty with expertise in the field as well as a number of graduate-level courses already on the books, which supported a master’s degree the department offered a number of years ago, they proceeded to develop the program.  The program is a one-year, fast track degree, directed mostly at NIU undergraduates in Finance who will most likely go directly into the master’s program.  A survey of their student body revealed about 65 undergraduates interested in this program. Simpson anticipates the first cohort to have about 30 students.  He added that the curriculum is based curriculum from the Global Association of Risk Management Professionals (GARP).  Bennardo asked if this would involve hiring new faculty.  Simpson responded that it would not since enrollment is down in the department there are faculty who could be free to teach these courses.  Simpson added that NIU alumni will also be asked to teach a course.  Umoren asked why a master’s degree over a certificate and Simpson responded that it is better for the students to do this course work and come away with a master’s degree.  M C. Smith asked if 30 hours was typical for a master’s degree in business and Simpson confirmed that it is.  It was also noted that it is typical for a master’s in business to not require a thesis.  Zittel asked if they anticipated going online with any of the course work and Simpson stated that they have not considered it at this time.  Bennardo observed that this is a good reaction to what’s happening in the world.  Garver noted that it looks like they are preparing students to pass the GARP certification.  Simpson said that certification is what employers look for and it makes NIU’s students more employable.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Zhou, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF BUSINESS #3 (9/27/11) PENDING BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND IBHE APPROVAL.  It was clarified that any faculty off-load would be made up by the enrollment in the program.  Zhou explained the department did a break-even study and the program would break even with 10 or more enrolled.  Motion passed unanimously.
College of Business #5.
In these minutes are new courses and a new certificate of graduate study in entrepreneurship.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Garver, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF BUSINESS #5 (10/25/11).  Motion passed unanimously.

College of Education #3.
Among the items in these minutes are a name change to a center and a new course.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Sido, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF EDUCATION #3 (10/3/11) PENDING PRESIDENT PETERS APPROVAL. Motion passed unanimously.

College of Education #4.
New courses were pointed out as well as revisions to the certificate of graduate studies in Museum Studies.  It was noted that a parallel proposal has been received for the certificare from the College of Visual and Performing Arts, but not from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Sido, APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF EDUCATION  #4 (10/18/11) PENDING THE APPROVAL OF THE certificate of graduate studies in Museum Studies FROM THE College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.  Motion passed unanimously.
College of Engineering and Engineering Technology #5.

In these minutes is a new course proposal.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Garver, APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY #5 (10/12/11). Motion passed unanimously.

College of Health and Human Sciences #5.
Among the items in these minutes is a new course.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Umoren, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SCIENCES #5 (9/23/11). Motion passed unanimously.
College of Health and Human Sciences #7.
Among the items in these minutes is a new course.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Umoren, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SCIENCES #7 (10/7/11). Motion passed unanimously.
College of Health and Human Sciences #8.
New courses were noted as well as a revision to AHCD 698 to add the language “S/U grading may be used.”  Smith noted that in past years, the GCCC was not in favor of a course being offered as either letter graded or S/U.  Discussion followed regarding what types of courses are graded with S/U (internships, practicums, clinical, etc.) and why would one course be offered either letter graded or S/U.  Umoren explained that it depends on the instructor and the activities involved in the course to determine how the course is graded.  She added that allowing for either letter grading or S/U gives faculty greater flexibility.  It was also explained that this has to be defined for students in the schedule of classes so they know at the time of enrollment what type of grading will be used.  Umoren made a motion, seconded by Zhou to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SCIENCES #8 (10/14/11). Motion passed unanimously.
College of Health and Human Sciences #9.
A new course proposal was pointed out.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Sido, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SCIENCES #9 (10/21/11). Motion passed unanimously.

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences #2.
In these minutes are new course proposals.  Garver made a motion, seconded by Umoren, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES #2 (9/14/11). Motion passed unanimously.

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences #3.
In these minutes are new courses and a revision to note.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Garver, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES #3 (9/21/11). Motion passed unanimously.

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences #4.
Department of History proposals were noted as well as a proposal for a new certificate of graduate study in Law and Women’s Studies, which includes course work from the  Law School in addition to other courses.  Smith noted that she has asked for documentation from the Law School that they approved of the use of their courses but has yet to receive that.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Garver, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES #4 (9/28/11) FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY ONLY. Motion passed unanimously.

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences #5.
It was noted that the new course proposal for ECON 584X needs approval from the Division of Statistics since this course will be crosslisted with STAT 584.  The revisions to a couple of courses from the Department of Sociology were discussed and it was noted that by eliminating specific theorists from the description gives instructors greater flexibility for course content.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Garver, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES #5 (10/5/11) PENDING THE APPROVAL OF ECON 584X BY THE DIVISION OF STATISTICS. Motion passed unanimously.

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences #6.
New course proposals from the Department of Computer Science were pointed out.  Bennardo noted that they seem to be responding to new technology and programming applications for hand-held devices such as smart phones.  Zittel made a motion, seconded by Sido, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES #6 (10/12/11). Motion passed unanimously.

College of Visual and Performing Arts #5. 
Guests in attendance presented the changes in these materials.  School of Art Director Doug Boughton stated that after their national certification review, it became apparent that the school needed to do an overhaul of its programs.  One of the reasons was a change in faculty and student profiles.  At the graduate level, the main change was to eliminate a lot of the clustering of courses.  Their accrediting body requires that 50% of students’ course work needs to be done in stand-alone classes.  The changes also streamline all the programs, making it easier for students to progress at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.  Changing the hours for studio courses, which have 6 hours of contact per week, from 3 to 4 also allows students to focus more on their own work.  The change in hours also falls within the accrediting body’s guidelines, as well as NIU’s guidelines.  Boughton thanked the team that worked on the revisions, including Michael Barnes, Andrew Liccardo, Jacqueline Wells, and GCCC member Sido.  Bennardo congratulated the School of Art and College of V&PA for their work and for addressing the necessary issues.  Robertson addressed the revisions to the certificate of graduate study in Museum Studies and acknowledged Peter Van Ael for his work on those revisions.  Van Ael explained the changes will help protect the enrollment in the certificate and support the students who need the appropriate experiential training prior to internships in the field and prior to employment in museums.  Umoren thanked the guests for their explanations, which helped her to better understand their proposals.  Bennardo asked what they expect to happen with the changes.  Boughton responded that the school will come into compliance with their accrediting body and it will be better for the students.  A brief discussion followed regarding the maximum number of hours for a certificate, and it was clarified that there really isn’t a maximum. Robertson addressed the School of Music course revisions, which are changes to designators for clarity, readability, and to work more efficiently within MyNIU.  Bennardo stated that they are responding to accreditation issues and streamlining School of Art and School of Music programs.  Sido added that another aspect of the revisions is responding to the contemporary world and bringing that back to education.  He also said that he is pleased to see the streamlining of the School of Art programs and the elimination of a lot of the compartmentalized classes, and that students will be able to move through the curriculum easier.  Umoren made a motion, seconded by Garver, to APPROVE THE GRADUATE-LEVEL CURRICULAR ITEMS IN COLLEGE OF VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS #5 (10/18/11). Motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS
1. CLAS #12 (AY 2010-11).  The GCCC tabled course revisions for PHIL 633, PHIL 640, PHIL 651, AND PHIL 652, asking the department to add a brief description for both contemporary debates and for special topics to make it clearer to students what the courses are about.  Committee members received an e-mail from the department addressing the issue as well as the course revisions that should have been submitted.  Sido made a motion, seconded by Garver, to ACCEPT THE COURSE REVISIONS FOR PHIL 633, PHIL 640, PHIL 651, AND PHIL 652.  Motion passed unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business.
A motion was made and seconded to ADJOURN THE MEETING.  Motion passed by acclamation.  The meeting adjourned at 11:15.
The next in person meeting of the Graduate Council Curriculum Committee is February 13, 2012, 10:00, Conference Room 304, Lowden Hall.  There will be an electronic meeting by November 21, 2011, to take care of old business.
Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Smith
