# 8  Proficiency with AAC devices


1. Description of Assessments (s)
The purposed of this assignment is to create communication boards using Boardmaker with Speaking Dynamically Pro and to link the boards together to create a navigable dynamic display. Teacher candidates will be able to use this type of assistive technology during student teaching and in the future positions as they work with students who need assistive technology support in the classroom setting. Attachment 8a provides a description of this assignment, attachment 8b includes the rubric, and attachment 8c provides NIU teacher candidate data derived from the assessment.
2. CEC Standards Addressed by this Assessment
This artifact is addressed primarily by the CEC standard 6: Language. The artifact helps candidates become familiar with various kinds of assistive technologies that support and enhance the communication skills of their students. This helps candidate match their communication methods with the student’s language proficiency.

3. Summary of Data Findings

From Fall 05 to present, 91% to 97% of candidates passed this artifact each semester with an average pass rate of over 94%. Typical errors were that candidates forgot to add speech to the cells or test the links. Specifically, some candidates were missing more than 2 links in their communication board.
4. Interpretation of how data provides evidence for meeting standards
The high consistent pass rate indicates that candidates are meeting the CEC language standard. Even though a few candidates make errors on their communication board, typically over 90% of the candidates each semester are able to develop a board that is both attractive and functional and one they can use in student teaching and/or their future classroom.
5. Attachments

8a  provides a description of the AAC devices assessment 

8b provides information regarding passing scores and the rubric for this artifact
8c provides NIU teacher candidate data derived from the assessment
Attachment 8a

Description of the AAC Assignment

Assessment

Rationale:  The ability to create communication boards for students who have communication challenges is a critical skill for special educators to possess. Boardmaker with Speaking Dynamically Pro is a very popular software program that provides teachers with a tool to construct communication displays for students of varying abilities.  By creating this dynamic display, you will learn to make relatively simple boards as well as more complex boards for a variety of students.  Having these skills will allow you to increase the participation of students with whom you work.  Plus, it is fun! 

Purpose:  The purpose of this assignment is to create communication boards using Boardmaker with Speaking Dynamically Pro and to link the boards together to create a navigable dynamic display.  

Assignment:  For this assignment, a navigable communication system will be created.  Specifically, a main board will be created and linked to supporting boards.  All of the supporting boards will have links to both the main menu and previous boards.  Each button on the boards will have speech added (either recorded or computer-generated).  The boards will be evaluated in terms of their appearance (size and placement of buttons are consistent across boards) and functionality (all links work and each button has spoken message). 

Attachment 8b

Scoring Rubric

	Performance Assessment

	
	Exceeds Standards (5 pts)


	Meets all Standards (4 pts)
	Meets most standards (3 pts)
	Minimally meets some standards (2 pts)
	Does not meet any standards (1 pt)
	Missing

(() points)

	Appearance & Functionality of Communication Board (100, 100%)
Map here related standards

CEC2002.GC.GC4S7  > Use appropriate adaptations and technology for all individuals with disabilities  

CEC2002.GC.GC5S2  > Use and maintain assistive technologies. 

CEC2002.GC.CC6K4  > Augmentative and assistive communication strategies. 

CEC2002.GC.CC6S1  > Use strategies to support and enhance communication skills of individuals with exceptional learning needs. 

CEC2002.GC.CC6S2  > Use communication strategies and resources to facilitate understanding of subject matter for students whose primary language is not the dominant language 

CEC2002.GC.GC6K2  > Communication and social interaction alternatives for individuals who are nonspeaking.  

CEC2002.GC.GC6S5  > Plan instruction on the use of alternative and augmentative communication systems. 

CEC2002.GC.CC7S9  > Incorporate and implement instructional and assistive technology into the educational program.  

CEC2002.GC.GC7S4  > Select, design, and use technology, materials and resources required to educate individuals whose disabilities interfere with communication. 


	Exceeds per-formance is evidenced by having all boards created, all boards linked together correctly, speech placed on all buttons, with size and placement of buttons consistent across boards. 
	Meets all performance is evidenced by having all boards created, all boards linked together correctly, speech placed on most buttons (no more than 2 buttons with missing speech), with size and placement of buttons consistent across boards (with no more than one board with noticeable size differences or placement of buttons).
	Meets most performance is evidenced by having all boards created, most boards linked together (no more than one incorrect link), speech placed on most buttons (no more than 4 buttons with missing speech), with size and placement of buttons consistent across boards (with no more than two boards with noticeable size differences or placement of buttons).
	Minimally meets performance is evidenced by having 1 or 2 missing boards, 2-4 incorrect links on boards, speech missing on 5-10 buttons, with 2-4 boards with noticeable size differences or placement of buttons).
	Does not meet performance is evidenced by having more than 2 missing boards, 5 or more incorrect links on boards, speech missing on more than 10 buttons, with more than 4 boards with noticeable size differences or placement of buttons).
	Missing indicates that the assign-ment was not complet-ed and a score of 0 is assign-ed.


Standards

