The admission criteria to our program include that the candidate (a) holds a baccalaureate degree, (b) hold a minimum grade point average of 2.75 in a baccalaureate program prior to admission or a grade point average of 3.20 in a graduate program with 15 credit hour completion, and (c) demonstrates that s/he has the necessary skills for meeting ISTE NETS*T. The Illinois Technology Standards for all Teachers are well aligned with NETS*T, thus if the candidate already has an initial teacher certification in Illinois we use that as evidence to meet this criteria. 

Once candidates are admitted s/he needs to maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0 in their courses in order to complete the program. When candidates are unable to maintain their GPA to meet the minimum requirements they are put on academic probation. Candidates on academic probation who fail to bring their GPA to 3.0 upon completion of an additional 9 semester hours of graduate work or upon enrolling in any course work 3 subsequent terms will be academically dismissed form the graduate school and our program. Finally, candidates are given six years to complete their program before they need to revalidate their coursework. 

Once candidates are close to completion of their program in order to be certified as a technology specialist from the State of Illinois they need to pass the State Technology Specialist content Test. Passing the test is not a requirement for completing the program; however, it is a requirement to become a certified Technology Specialist. 

