ADMISSION to the M.S. Ed. in Literacy Education with a focus on Reading Program

An applicant must have  (1) a baccalaureate degree with a Grade Point Average of 3.00 or higher; (2) a statement of purpose; (3) at least two letters of recommendation from professors, employers, or supervisors providing supportive evidence of professional qualifications; and  (4) Miller Analogy Test or Graduate Record Examination scores. Prospective students who fail to satisfy the GPA criterion may request special consideration of their applications in writing, including compensatory evidence related to the deficiency. Decisions regarding admission are made by the Reading faculty on the basis of the applicant’s total profile. Each application is reviewed by two Reading faculty members using a rubric with specific criteria in the four required areas. Appeals of a decision made by the admissions committee may be made in writing to the department's Student Committee and must explain the basis for the appeal. 

RETENTION AND EXIT:
Retention in the program is dependent upon several benchmark criteria: ongoing grade point average of 3.0, “Target” or “Acceptable” ratings on the first two portfolio reviews, and “Target” or “Acceptable” ratings on dispositions reviews completed in each literacy course. Completion of the program is dependent upon a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 and either (a) “Target” or “Acceptable” ratings on the three portfolio reviews or (b) a passing score on the comprehensive examination. The portfolio component has taken the place of comprehensive examination since 2005 for all candidates, except for those who transfer in 9 or more credit hours.

