The admission criteria to our program include that the candidate (a) holds a baccalaureate degree, (b) hold a minimum grade point average of 2.75 in a baccalaureate program prior to admission or a grade point average of 3.20 in a graduate program with 15 credit hour completion, and (c) demonstrates that s/he has the necessary skills for meeting ALA/AASL standards.

Once candidates are admitted (ours’ is an advanced certification program only) the candidates need to maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0 in their content courses in order to complete the program. “This average must be earned over all NIU graduate courses required in the student’s program of courses (excluding deficiency courses taken for graduate credit) as well as over all graduate work taken at NIU.” (NIU Graduate Catalog 2006-07, p. 30) When candidates are unable to maintain their GPA to meet the minimum requirements they have opportunities to repeat the course in which they received a poor grade. Finally, candidates are given six years to complete their program before they need to revalidate their coursework. *Please note that for library information specialist (LIS) certification and the MSED with an emphasis in LIS, that courses must be taken at NIU or be those graduate courses, taken at another institution of higher education, which have been officially accepted into the program. “With the approval of the student’s major department and the office of the dean of the Graduate School, a maximum combined total of 15 semester hours of credit for courses taken for graduate credit that are accepted in transfer from other accredited or recognized institutions, plus NIU graduate courses taught outside the United States, may be counted toward meeting the requirements for an advanced degree.” (NIU Graduate Catalog 2006-07, p. 30)

Once candidates are close to completion of their program, in order to be certified as a library information specialist from the State of Illinois, they need to pass the state LIS content test. Passing the test is not a requirement for completing the program; however, it is a requirement to become a certified or endorsed library information specialist. 

LIS candidates for the certification are required to complete certification paperwork with the Department of Educational Technology, Research and Assessments. Our department then electronically processes the certification request. 

LIS candidates for endorsement are required to complete endorsement paperwork, which is filed with their regional office of education. (Northern Illinois University [NIU] is not directly involved with granting endorsements. NIU only offers needed coursework.)

Those students obtaining a Masters’ in Education (MSED) must pass the MSED Portfolio, in addition to their certification or endorsement requirements. Those students obtaining a MSED must also pass a 100-200 hour field experience requirement.

Core technology skills are addressed in the production core. As of Fall 2008, this will change slightly: upon admission, the candidates will be tested for the minimum technology competency required by our program. This will be tested in the form of the ETRA technology proficiency exam. This test will be designed to assess whether the candidates possess the basic technological skills necessary to succeed in our program. Candidates will be given two attempts to pass the test within the first year of being admitted to the program. If a candidate is unable to pass the exam after two attempts, s/he will need to take a technology remediation course (ETT 429: Computers in Classroom Teaching). This course will not be counted as a course for completing the program.

