An application for admission to the Graduate School is required for admission to the degree program.  This application includes a professional goal statement, two reference letters, transcripts from a completed baccalaureate degree, and results from either the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) or the Miller Analogies Test (MAT), and the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), if necessary.   The undergraduate GPA must be 2.75 or better.  Applicants also are required to submit a copy of their results from the Illinois Certification Testing System (ICTS) Basic Skills Test to the department. In order to pass the Basic Skills Test, candidates must demonstrate a minimum passing score of 240 (out of 300) and must score at or above the minimum allowable score for each sub-area (50% or better on reading comprehension, 50% or better on Language Arts, 35% or better on Mathematics and a score of 5 out of 12 on writing). 
Retention in the elementary education program is contingent on maintaining an NIU cumulative GPA of 3.00 or higher, having a grade of C or better in all professional education courses, and successful completion of any clinical education courses. Any course in which candidates earn a grade of D or lower must be repeated before the candidate can continue with the program. Candidates who receive a failing grade in any of these courses undergo a student performance review (SPR) to determine whether they will be allowed to continue in the program. In addition to these academic requirements, students must also demonstrate dispositions appropriate for the teaching profession. Dispositions are assessed constantly throughout the program: This process and the resulting data are described in detail as the 7th assessment presented in this report. In order to remain in the program, candidates must remain in disposition levels 1-3, and must not be moved to level 4. Candidates who appear to be falling short of expectations in any of these areas are referred for the Student Performance Review (SPR) process in which faculty and students review the circumstances surrounding candidates’ shortcomings and either develop a remediation plan or dismiss the candidate from the program. Candidates must also pass the Elementary/Middle Grades Content Examination prior to the Practicum (TLEE 587) or Internship (TLEE 586) course.

Program exit is contingent on positive evaluations by the principal/school supervisor for candidates employed as teachers or the university supervisor and the mentor teacher for those candidates required to complete a student teaching experience.  Candidates must demonstrate that they have successfully met IPTS in addition to ACEI standards through assessments submitted through the LiveText system.

