Admission and Retention Policies for B. S. in Early Childhood Studies
Admission Criteria for admission to the Early Childhood Program at NIU include overall cumulative GPA of 2.75 (on 4.0 scale) and completion of a series of foundational courses in the following:  English, communication, child development, philosophy, mathematics, history, and foundations of education.  In addition, admission to the program requires successful completion of the Illinois Test of Basic Skills, a criminal background check, documentation of successful paid or volunteer work with young children, three letters of reference, and completion of a written essay.  Specifically, the program looks for candidates who are able to articulate and demonstrate a commitment to developing the knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary to the effective teaching of young children.


Candidates are admitted to the program once a year, in March, for coursework beginning the subsequent fall.  Transfer candidates admitted to the program begin in the fall with the junior cohort.



Retention Continuation in the program requires the candidate to earn a grade of a  “C” or higher in all required coursework, maintaining an overall GPA of 2.75.  In addition, the candidate is expected to develop the dispositions necessary for successful teaching.  Any student in the program may be referred to the interdisciplinary steering committee for evaluation of progress as it relates to coursework, clinical expectations, and/or the development of dispositions.


Program Exit 
Successful exit from the program requires completion of all coursework, passing scores on the basics Basic Skills and Content tests, GPA of 2.75 or higher, and recommendation of cooperating teachers at each level of clinical experience and student teaching. As appropriate, candidates who meet these requirements are recommended for certification by the chief certification officer of the University.

Admission and Retention Policies for M. S. Ed. in Early Childhood Education


Admission Criteria for admission to the Early Childhood Masters Program at NIU include an undergraduate degree that provides adequate foundation for graduate study in the field, cumulative undergraduate GPA of 2.75 (on 4.0 scale), score of 800 or above on the Graduate Record Exam (or its equivalent), a passing score on the Illinois Test of Basic Skills, and favorable letters of recommendation from professional colleagues. Specifically, the program looks for students who are able to articulate and demonstrate a commitment to developing the knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary to the effective teaching of young children.


Students are admitted to the program on an ongoing basis, but must begin the early childhood methodology sequence with TLEC 500 in the fall semester.  Candidates admitted in spring and summer semesters may begin with background coursework in child development and research methodology. 


Retention Candidates must remain in good academic standing in the Graduate School, maintain high ethical standards, and demonstrate evidence of functional competency in fulfilling the professional roles required by the discipline. Good academic standing in the Graduate School requires that candidates maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.00 (on a 4.00 scale) in all major coursework.


Program Exit 
Successful exit from the program with certification requires completion of all coursework, passing scores on the Illinois Test of Basic Skills and Illinois Content Test in Early Childhood, GPA of 3.00 or higher, and recommendation of cooperating teachers at each level of clinical experience and student teaching. As appropriate, students who meet these requirements are recommended for certification by the chief certification officer of the University.

