The master's program maintains rigorous standards for academic performance. These standards are initially assessed when a student applies for acceptance into the counseling program. The student must apply to both the graduate school and directly to the counseling program. The graduate school application includes an application, GRE scores, and essay, and reference letters. This application process is clearly explained in the Graduate Catalog. The counseling application process includes additional reference letters that ask references for information regarding the applicants' potential for developing into a counseling professional, a series of essay questions to be answered in an in-depth manner, and a Pre-Admission Workshop. 

During the Pre-Admission Workshop, applicants participate in a series of group activities and interviews conducted by program faculty members and doctoral students. During the workshop, applicants are given a complete orientation to the master's program. The faculty introduce themselves to the participants and indicates what courses they typically teach. The faculty members are invited to join the participants for lunch in the university cafeteria to interact and answer any questions they may have. 

These criteria, selection and retention procedures are distributed to prospective students through the Graduate Catalog, a counseling information packet, the student handbook, and the Pre-Admission Workshop. Cohorts follow the same admission process, but participate in their own, separately scheduled Pre-Admission-Workshop. 

The criteria and procedures include consideration of
1. input from regular, adjunct, and affiliate program faculty;

Students are strongly encouraged to take at least one counseling class as a Student-At-Large before seeking admission into the program. They are then encouraged to seek reference letters from the regular or adjunct faculty member who taught the course. Additionally, adjunct faculty members who have taught introductory counseling courses are contacted and their input is sought.  

2. each applicant's potential success in forming effective interpersonal relationships in individual and small group contexts;

During the Pre-Admission Workshop, applicants participate in a series of group interviews and activities. Counseling faculty and counseling doctoral students facilitate these interviews and activities.  Applicants are evaluated for their basic communication skills, their abilities to work with others, their openness to feedback and their non-judgmentalness. 

3. each applicant's aptitude for graduate-level study, including technological competence and computer literacy;

The graduate school admission process requires an undergraduate GPA and a GRE score. This information, as well as the written essay responses is used to evaluate aptitude for graduate-level study. Criteria for admission include a minimum GPA of 2.75. The master's program has no GRE standard, but a verbal score of 500 is preferred. Letters of reference are carefully screened to see what those making the recommendations have to say about the applicant's ability to complete master's level work. 

4. each applicant's career goals and objectives and their relevance to the program; and

The counseling application includes a specific question as to the applicant's vocational goals and objectives. Applicants are asked about their commitment to the counseling program and barriers to program completion during the Pre-Admission Workshop. These responses are carefully evaluated for appropriate counseling-oriented career goals and realistic awareness of the time commitment necessary to complete the program

5. each applicant's openness to self-examination and personal and professional self-development. 

The counseling application includes several specific questions designed to solicit information about an applicant's self-awareness and development. These essays and an applicant's performance at the Pre-Admission Workshop are carefully evaluated for non-judgementalness, personal awareness, openness to supervision, and critical thinking ability. 

A. Admission decision recommendations are made by an academic unit's selection committee.

The entire counseling faculty read the applicant's file that includes the graduate school's application information (GPA, GRE, essay, and reference letters), and applicant's responses to the admission essays. Each faculty member completes a feedback sheet on each applicant.  The faculty members and doctoral students who participate in the Pre-Admission Workshop form the master’s admission committee. They meet; evaluate each applicant's file and each applicant's performance at the Pre-Admission Workshop. This decision is then conveyed from the department to the Graduate School. The Graduate School sends the actual admission or denial letters.  Upon receipt of the letters, applicants who have been denied admission are encouraged to contact the admission coordinator for feedback.  Often students are encouraged to reapply. 

