Innovative Instructional Strategies

Photo Story 3 is a software program designed by Microsoft. It allows users to create a video clip not only by adding and editing the pictures selected but by recording their narrations. In educational settings, it enables students to create their story books in a digital format. For TLEC 403, the students create their personal story books by using a software program, Photo Story 3 designed by Microsoft. The software program allows them to create a video clip not only by adding and editing the pictures selected but by including their narrations.  In the past year, they created the stories, such as their personal history, families, favorite things, and their memorable vacations.   

Articulate Presenter 5 Pro is a software program that allows users to create a flash version of power point slides with the instructor’s narrations. Dr. Jung has started t use the software program in TLEE 343 and TLEE 531 classes in order to add his explanation (audio) to each slide of the power-point files. It allows the students to revisit at any time the content that they want to review at their convenient places with internet access. 

For TLEE 343 and TLEE 531 class, Dr. Jung created many of electronic video files to show his students how young children learn mathematics concepts. To make each clip more purposeful and meaningful, he selected certain portions of his VHS tapes and digitized them by editing and adding special effects (e.g., inserting subtitles, applying animations).  One of the students’ comments on the class is that the video files were helpful for them to understand how young children learn certain mathematics concepts. 

In TLEE 340, Dr. Mutuku has developed a method for encouraging collegiality and reflective practice called an Instruction Tuning Panel. Instructions are in the box below.
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In TLEC 531, Dr. Dunn-Kenney uses a “cultural plunge” to increase candidates’ understanding of diversity through experiential learning. Instructions for this are in the box below. Candidates have attended religious ceremonies, family gatherings, neighborhood meetings, and other social events outside their own experience.
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INSTRUCTIONAL TUNING PANEL REVIEWS 


An instructional tuning panel is an opportunity for a teacher to gain multiple perspectives on teaching strategies and make modifications that make the lesson more successful.


The roles:


The Student is required to bring 5 copies of an integrated lesson (language arts & social studies) that you teach during your TLEC 382 clinical and some examples of your children’s response to the lesson. Each student makes a 3-5 minute presentation to a group of peers (Lesson panel).


The Instructional Tuning Panel is expected to 1) listen, 2) ask questions, 3) examine student work samples which you provide illustrating high, medium, and low performance, 4) provide both “warm” and “cool” feedback to the presenter based on their understanding of course readings and professional opinions about recommended ways of fostering young children’s language growth.


The process and approximate time allocations:


Introductions�
1-2 minutes�
�
Presentation�
3-4 minutes�
�
Clarifying questions from the panel�
2-3 minutes�
�
Examining students’ work�
2-3 minutes�
�
Providing feed back�
4-5 minutes�
�
Reflection by the presenter�
2-3 minutes�
�
Debriefing and discussion�
3-4 minutes�
�
The written assignment:


After the above process, you will submit a paper with 5 sections:


The original lesson


The sample of children’s work for the original lesson that show high, medium, and low performance on the task


A summary of the responses and recommendations of the panel


A lesson that has been revised, based on panel feedback


A paragraph or two in which you reflect on the process








Cultural Plunge – In order to understand how your own cultural education has affected your understanding of the world, put yourself in a situation where you are in the cultural minority.  Only you can determine what constitutes a “plunge” for you. In general, if you feel unsure of how to act, don’t know what to expect, and feel some discomfort, you’re on the right track. After the experience, you will write a reflection on the experience that contains four sections: a) a report of the experience and why it constitutes a cultural plunge for you; b) a reflection on ways in which the “strange” began to be more familiar; c) a reflection on ways in which your own cultural viewpoint probably seems strange to the people you came to know during the experience; and d) a short reflection on the implications of your experience for your professional life.











