All faculty members in the department engage students in active learning through the formal curriculum and a broad range of co-curricular activities.  All three programs use a variety of techniques such as discussion of class assignments, role-playing, hands-on experiences in the computer lab where students go on the Internet, reflective writing and journaling, quick and meaningful feedback on papers and journals, internships and site visits. Specific program-related activities are discussed below.  Although practices vary, most classes at the graduate level are taught from a collaborative perspective. Many of the faculty members view themselves as co-learners in the class. 

In addition to those techniques listed above, the counseling faculty use a wide variety of  counseling-specific pedagogical techniques to engage students.  These include a variety of classroom activities. An important part of the counseling curriculum is experiential. Role-playing and actual counseling experiences in the counseling skills and strategies class are important aspects of the experience. Students learn about each counseling skill through didactic lecture, but then spend the majority of class time, role playing these skills with class members. Feedback is offered to help students further develop their skills. These role play and feedback experiences give students direct and immediate feedback on the impact of their communication skills on others. Additionally, these experiences teach feedback and beginning supervision skills. 

Another technique frequently used is a round robin activity.  Students sit in a semi-circle and the instructor sits in the middle of the semi-circle and acts as the client, while each student takes a turn "counseling" him or her. This activity allows students to model skills for each other and allows the instructor to offer direct coaching toward skill development.   

These role-playing situations are then expanded to audio-taped client sessions with real people.  Twice during the semester, students are asked to counsel with a practice "real" client, audiotape, and transcribe these counseling sessions.  Students also practice microcounseling skills and participate in counseling supervision. 

Students are required to make site visits. They are often asked to find a professional counselor working in a specific type of counseling setting, visit the site, and interview them about policies and procedures, types of clients, their personal career path, client issues, supervision, and many other areas. Additionally, students often take tours of the facilities during the site visit. After each student has conducted a site visit, these visits are often processed in class. 

