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Rockford 205 Professional Development Opportunities

November 11, 2009

In response to a request from Rockford District 205, the Center for P-20 Engagement will convene a meeting to begin planning spring and summer programs for administrators, teachers, counselors, paraprofessionals, clerical staff, parents, and students.

The district hopes to establish a formal, university-wide partnership with NIU and will also form a larger 205/higher education consortium that includes Rockford College, Rock Valley College, and other institution offering classes in Rockford.  
District 205 is creating a professional development plan for the district as a whole and will be looking for partners to offer credit and non-credit workshops, seminars, and courses.  Programs may be held in the Rockford schools, at NIU Rockford, in DeKalb, and at other institutions.   One day to six week timeframes are possible.  Here is a preliminary list of areas of interest:

For Educators

Applications of data to classroom practice

Counseling

Curriculum development



Classroom management

Differentiation of instruction 



Data management and analysis

Bilingual education




ELL

Reading






Literacy

Special education




Subject areas

Team teaching 

Leadership Academy for aspiring administrators, assistant principals, and principals

Developing and supporting mentors for principals, teachers, and students

For Paraprofessionals


Instruction on tutoring and support for special education students


Pathways to degrees

For Clerical and Other School Staff


Customer service, technical skills, coping skills, behavior

For Parents


How to help students succeed and how to work with schools; parenting skills; ELL and reading

For Students – may include both nonresidential and up to two weeks of residential programming
· After school and summer programs for students who are at-risk and/or are not meeting standards, including affective skills, communications, college-oriented aspirations, subject area growth, and special interests.
· After school and summer programs for advanced and grade-level students featuring areas of special interest – space, fine arts, engineering, academic themes, etc.

