Early Childhood Conference: Every other year, the Early Childhood faculty in the Department of Teaching and Learning and the Family and Child Studies faculty in the School of Family, Consumer, and Nutrition Science host an Early Childhood Conference that addresses a specific theme. Themes are proposed by the Early Childhood Professional Advisory Council (PAC). Topics have included gender in early childhood, racism and stereotyping, violence and child abuse, among others. This year, spring 2010, the topic will be uses of technology in the early childhood classroom. Candidates, cooperating teachers, members of the PAC, and teachers on the mailing list of 4C (the local Resource and Referral Agency) receive invitations to the conference. There are also radio spots and announcements to local school districts. Because of donor funding, the first 200 registrants usually attend free. Nationally known speakers are usually on the program and candidates have the opportunity to present posters during lunch.

Partnership with Kwamwanga Primary School, Machakos District, Kenya: Dr. Mutuku, Dr. Dunn-Kenney, and Dr. Sheldon Woods have partnered with Kwanwanga since 2000. Faculty members have joined with community leaders to improve school infrastructure, hold parent education seminars, and develop grassroots initiatives for health and education. Faculty of NIU also held joint seminars with faculty of the Kwamwanga Primary School in which professional exchange occurred. Dr. Mutuku taught in the preprimary at Kwamwanga for a sabbatical semester using developmentally appropriate practices for young children, as a demonstration and research project.
Developing Partnership with Chung-Ang: The official partnership is in process as described in APPENDIX TWO. Dr. Jung provided a presentation at Chung Ang University on July 10, 2008 as follows:
Jung, M. (2008, July). Early childhood mathematics: What to teach, how to teach, and why? Invited presentation at Chung Ang University, Seoul, South Korea. 

Partnering with Illinois School Districts #103 and #203: With Dr. Hartman, Dr. Jung has worked with two school districts. As the main presenter, he planned and provided early childhood mathematics workshops for preschool teachers in each school district on August, 26, October 8 and November, 6 (each session: 2 to 3 hours). The main topics of the presentation were early childhood mathematics content, instructional strategies, and assessment. 

Dr. Jung and Dr. Hartman are also conducting a pilot study (Pre-K Map) with the teachers in both school districts. Pre-K Map is a mathematical awareness program emphasizing early number awareness and exposure to geometry by young children. Teachers are provided information about the efficacy of recent research studies and are taught strategies that they can take back to their at-risk, early childhood, or special education classrooms. The study examines how their mathematics instructions affect their students’ mathematics learning in different settings.
