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Please direct concerns related to your middle school or high school placements to the Coordinator of Clinical Experiences. All other course questions should be directed to the Coordinating Instructor or to your small group facilitator.

Course Overview
· ILAS 201 is designed to assist students in gaining a larger perspective of the Illinois public school system and the field of teaching as a profession. It is also intended to help students decide if teaching is a good career match.

· ILAS 201 introduces students to the profession of teaching by examining the responsibilities of professionalism, the importance of good classroom management, and the role of support professionals, parents, and the community in creating a productive school climate and culture. Implications of NCLB are introduced, and some important strategies related to teaching are discussed.

· Classroom observations are linked to relevant topics using seminars. Students learn how to become reflective practitioners by evaluating how choices and actions affect the learning community.

· There are 6 on-campus seminars led by public school teachers or NIU faculty or staff that are designed to promote small interdisciplinary group discussions and presentations.

· The off-campus observation component consists of 20 clock hours of observation in public school classrooms in the northern Illinois area, under the supervision of qualified school personnel.  The twenty hours are divided equally between a middle school and a high school and are intended to give students an overview school curriculum, policies and practice.

· ILAS 201 also includes training in SharePoint technologies, the content sharing and collaboration component of the MS Office System. SharePoint-enabled web sites are used to distribute course materials and to send out e-mail alerts. Students are also shown how to use MS Word to publish their assignments directly to a secure place on the web, rather than sending them as e-mail attachments. Students continue to use SharePoint in ILAS 301 and, depending on your program, may continue to use SharePoint to create portfolios or manage other information.  

Seminars

On August 24, all ILAS 201 students will meet at 4:00 PM in DuSable 204 to receive an introduction from the Coordinating Instructor. After this initial organizational meeting, students will go to assigned classrooms to receive an overview of course assignments from a small group facilitator. All but one seminar thereafter will begin in your assigned small group classroom at 4:00 PM and continue until 5:50 PM.   

	Section
	Room
	Small Group Facilitator



	1
	DU 400 
	Christine Vest

	2
	DU 402 
	Brad Vest

	3
	DU 252 
	Sheryl Nakonechny

	4
	DU 204 
	Kate Maley

	5
	DU 428
	Rich Majerus


The following table lists the seminar schedule and important due dates.

	Date


	Topics
	Discussion Board
	Forms, Files, and Presentations

	August 24
	Seminar 1:

· Introductory Meeting: 
(4 – 4:30 PM)

· Small group meetings
(4:40 – 5:50 PM)

· Sign-up for technology training


	None
	None

	August 31
	Technology Training: 
60 minute sessions from 12:00-6:00PM 

in Founders Library, Room 297


	None
	None

	September 21
	Seminar 2:

· Professionalism.
(4 – 5:50 PM)


	None
	None

	October 5
	Seminar 3:

· Teaching Strategies
(4 – 5:50 PM)
	None
	· Presentation of a teaching strategy by each student 
(1 – 2 minutes; part 3 of assignment 1).

· Parts 1 and 2 of assignment 1 due on SharePoint.

· Placement Confirmation Forms due.



	October 19

	Seminar 4:

· School Climate & Culture 
(4 – 5:50 PM)


	· Post replies on Classroom Management Discussion Board (part 3 of Assignment 3) between March 16 and March 30.


	· Parts 1 and 2 of assignment 2 due on SharePoint.

	November 2

	Seminar 5:

· Guest Speaker 
(4 – 4:50 PM)

· Classroom Management 
(5:00 – 5:50 PM)


	None
	· Parts 1 and 2 of assignment 3 due on SharePoint.

	November 16
	Seminar 6:

· Final Reflection
(4 – 5:50 PM)
	None
	· Time Logs and Cooperating Teacher Evaluations due.

· Part 1 of assignment 4 due on SharePoint.

· Subgroup presentations on Classroom Management
(part 3 of assignment 3). 




Summary of ILAS 201 Assignments

Assignment 1; seminars 2 and 3:

· Students will become acquainted with aspects of the teaching profession by interviewing school teachers and/or administrators with specific questions (such as “What are your biggest challenges?” and “What has been the impact of NCLB?”). Students will also become familiar with current issues and legislation in education through use of various web resources. The issue of what it means to be professional, both in and out of the classroom, will be examined. 
· Students will also become acquainted with some teaching strategies that can be used in the classroom.
Assignment 2; seminar 4:

· Students will begin to learn about the diversity of school settings in Illinois public schools. As part of this effort, they will become familiar with the Illinois Interactive Report Card for public schools in Illinois and how to use it as a resource for understanding the strengths, weaknesses and unique characteristics of individual schools and their student populations (collectively called contextual factors). Students will begin to explore the many members of the school community, including students, parents, teachers, and support staff.
· As part of assignment 1, students were asked to interview school personnel about the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act. Now students are asked to learn more about the act -- positives, negatives, and implementation policies of NCLB in Illinois schools -- through research and discussion. 
Assignment 3; seminar 5:
· Students will learn about the overall learning environment and classroom management practices in their clinical schools. In particular, they will observe and reflect upon the many ways in which teachers create and maintain a positive learning environment.
· Students will discuss and develop a classroom management plan for either a middle school or high school classroom.

Assignment 4; seminar 6:

· Teacher certification programs at Northern Illinois University ask future teachers to become reflective practitioners that continually evaluate how their choices and actions affect the learning community and create opportunities for personal professional growth. ILAS 201 contributes to these goals by introducing students to issues in teaching and learning within the Illinois public school system. Students will develop a reflective overview of their ILAS 201 experiences. 

.

Assignment 5; seminars 1-6:

· Students will be assessed on their seminar attendance and punctuality, and participation in small group discussions, message board discussions, and class presentations. Refer to the rubric posted in the Assignment #5 document library on the SharePoint site for assessment criteria. 

Course Requirements

Clinical Observations:
Students will complete 20 clock hours of clinical observations, 10 of which will be in a middle school and 10 of which will be in a high school.  Each student’s school placements have been arranged by the Teacher Certification Office in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and will be distributed to each student during the initial organizational meeting. The first three assignments require conducting interviews or gathering data at your middle school and high school placement locations, so it is very important that you begin your observations prior to the due date for assignment 1 (in other words, before seminar 3).  Students are responsible for their own transportation to and from the school and for arranging the time schedule for the visits.

Questions and concerns about placements (e.g. you didn’t receive a placement, you’re having trouble contacting someone at the school …) should be directed as soon as possible to Judy Cox-Henderson, Coordinator of Clinical Experiences, Zulauf 215,

(815) 753-0325; jcoxhenderson@niu.edu). You must also notify your Small Group Facilitator. Legitimate placement problems may impact your ability to complete assignment 1 by the due date. Penalties accrue if you fail to notify the proper people. 
Keep in mind the following suggestions aimed at optimizing the observation experience:  

1. Use professional conduct when making first contact with the schools. (Refer to your Placement Confirmation Forms for contact information).

2. Arrange for a meeting with your assigned contact (at both the middle school and high school) and bring the Placement Confirmation Form to the meeting.

3. Try to spread your observations over a period of one to three weeks (but schedule your last observation at least several days prior to the assignment 1 due date). Your placement school will help you develop a meaningful observation schedule.

4. Write your observation schedule on the Placement Confirmation Form and have a cooperating teacher sign it. 
(It is not necessary to get a signature from every teacher you’ll be observing. One or two signatures is adequate for turning in the forms on the seminar 3 due date.) 

5. Try to observe three to four teachers in a variety of fields.

6. Do not observe during testing weeks.

7. Observe a faculty meeting if possible.

8. Talk with a variety of people within the school to get a broad perspective of teaching as a profession.

Complete the ILAS 201 Placement Confirmation forms distributed at the initial meeting as soon as possible. These forms detail the arrangements you have made with your assigned middle school and high school for the observations.  In noting the names of the teachers with whom you will work, be sure to include first and last names; ask the schools, if necessary, for correct spellings, and type or print them legibly on the form.

Return the completed ILAS 201 Placement Confirmation forms for both MS and HS to your Small Group facilitator during seminar 3.  

Log of Observation Hours and Teacher Assessment:

Students will keep track of their observation hours by completing the Time Log and Teacher Assessment of Student Performance forms for both the middle school and high school. Please make sure your name is on each page of these forms. You are responsible for completing the time log form each time you visit the high school or middle school, and for asking the teacher(s) you observed to complete an assessment form. Total hours must be no less than 10 hours in the high school and 10 hours in the middle school.  These hours can include any time spent in the building, including classroom observations, the initial meeting, and any non-classroom activities, such as conversations with school personnel, faculty meetings or building tours. Completed forms must be turned in to your small group facilitator during seminar 6.  

Course Grading and Policies

Grading for ILAS 201 is Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory.  The Coordinating Instructor, Stephen Haberkorn, will assign the official final grade, based upon criteria outlined in the document entitled “Your Guide to Success.” All issues for a student (such as a missed seminar, or scoring less than 75% on an assignment) are tracked on your small group facilitator’s web site and are accessible by your discipline coordinator. Please adhere to course policies and make every effort to quickly resolve issues if they arise. Refer to the document entitled, “What to do if a Problem Arises,” for a list of common student issues and steps you must take to resolve them.

During the initial organizational meeting, students will be given a document entitled, “Five Activities for Getting Started with SharePoint.” The document explains how to login to the ILAS 201 web site, set two alerts, and enter some contact data. Students are expected to complete these activities on their own before seminar 2.  Contact the ITS Help Desk (815 753-8100) or review the ITS self-service links (these are listed in the handouts) if you have any login problems.

All course materials (announcements, due dates, tutorials, assignment instructions and templates, discussions, and scoring rubrics) are available on the ILAS 201 parent web site, or your small group facilitator’s web site. These are SharePoint-enabled web sites, not Blackboard sites, so be sure to follow the instructions on the handouts carefully.

