Northern Illinois University

Assessment Program Annual Update Form – 2008-2009


Department: 
Allied Health and Communicative Disorders
Program: M.A. in Communicative Disorders

Directions:
(1) List at least two assessment methods implemented during this academic year.

                     (may be from Spring 2008, Fall 2008 or Spring 2009)

(2) List the student learning outcome(s) assessed by these methods. Include a numeric target for success (e.g. 80% of students will…).

(3) Report the direct evidence/data/findings obtained from the assessment methods.

(4) Indicate specifically how this evidence was used in program decision making. 

(5) Submit a completed form for each degree program to the Office of Assessment Services by 06/01/2009. 

(6) Please include copies of any surveys, rubrics or other assessment tools as appropriate.

	1.     Methods
	2.     Student Learning
Outcomes
	3.     Evidence/Data/Findings
	4.     Use of Results

	1.  Scores on appropriate state and national examinations


	1.  Program graduates will demonstrate specific knowledge and skills needed to meet the academic and clinical requirements for professional certification in the appropriate areas: American Speech-Language-Hearing Association’s Certificate of Clinical Competence in Speech-language Pathology (CCC-SLP) or Council on Rehabilitation Education’s Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC), Illinois State Board of Education Type 73 certificate and state licensure.  Target:  98% of graduates in Speech-Language Pathology will pass the Praxis examination while 88% of students in Rehabilitation Counseling will pass the CRC examination.


	1.  100% of Speech-Language students who took the Praxis examination in 2008 passed it.

The number of Rehabilitation Counseling students who took the examination was less than 10, the minimum number required by the certification agency to release data.  Informal e-mail sampling of these students, however, reveals that 7 of 9 (77.7%) students taking the examination passed it.  The other two students could not be reached to verify their status.
	1.  These results suggest that this student learning outcome has been attained during the reporting period.  These results have been shared with the faculty in Speech-Language Pathology and Rehabilitation Counseling.  The faculty have been encouraged to discuss results on individual categories of items and to document changes, if any, that will be made based on these findings. 




	1.     Methods
	2.     Student Learning
Outcomes
	3.     Evidence/Data/Findings
	4.     Use of Results

	2.  Completion of Knowledge and Skills Requirements (KASA)


	2.a Program graduates will demonstrate specific knowledge and skills needed to meet the academic and clinical requirements for professional certification in the appropriate area.

2.b. Graduates will possess effective communication skills.

2.c Program graduates will be able to offer professional, effective, and competent clinical services upon graduation.

2.d Graduates will demonstrate the ability to collaborate with other professionals.

2.e Graduates will demonstrate the ability to work with diverse populations.
	2. a 100% of the graduating students in Speech-Language Pathology met all of the knowledge and skills requirements for certification by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.
	2.  These data indicate that the students have specifically demonstrated the knowledge and skills determined to be essential for speech-language pathologists by the professional agency that certified them for practice. The faculty of the Speech-Language Pathology area review the data collected on each student prior to signing off on each competency.  They are encouraged to discuss the results in faculty meetings and have made changes in curricular and clinical requirements as a result.


This completed form, the departmental assessment plan, and the departmental assessment program data and results are to be kept on file and available for review in the college office. 
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