Northern Illinois University

Assessment Program Annual Update Form – 2008-2009


Department: 
School of Art





Program: M.S. in Art Education
Directions:
(1) List at least two assessment methods implemented during this academic year.
                     (may be from Spring 2008, Fall 2008 or Spring 2009)
(2) List the student learning outcome(s) assessed by these methods. Include a numeric target for success (e.g. 80% of students will…).
(3) Report the direct evidence/data/findings obtained from the assessment methods.
(4) Indicate specifically how this evidence was used in program decision making. 

(5) Submit a completed form for each degree program to the Office of Assessment Services by 06/01/2009. 
(6) Please include copies of any surveys, rubrics or other assessment tools as appropriate.
	1.     Methods
	2.     Student Learning

Outcomes
	3.     Evidence/Data/Findings
	4.     Use of Results

	A. A comprehensive written examination is the final assessment task for MS students. Each of the student’s committee members (3 for each student) poses a question pertinent to a major issue in the field.
A review form has been developed to assist students prepare for the exam and to more clearly direct the assessment process. 

Assessment criteria on the new form include:

Content/Knowledge (critical response to the question with relevant and consistent knowledge of the subject.
Mechanics/Organization

Proficient masters-level research writing and organization. Ability to construct argument.
Evidence Review of the essential scholarly literature and other materials related to the question.
	A. Students receive the form as a guideline two months before the exam and are able to follow the structure to respond to the questions. The answers to each question are required to be in an academic research format that includes literature review, research methods, analysis and discussion of the findings. 
The result of the review is a pass/fail. 70% of students were expected to satisfactorily meet the criteria listed on the form for all three questions.
	A. The quality of students’ response to the questions has been improved (85% passed on the first attempt comparing to 70% in 2007-08). Students showed their writing quality, content knowledge, ability to construct arguments, and application of knowledge.
The 2007-08 report suggested that students use the University Writing Center, approximately 30% of students worked with tutors there before turning their final versions. 
	A. Students’ academic writing skills, especially organization/presentation, have been slightly improved. The program needs to standardize the objectives of the comprehensive examination across all questions and the research methods and writing should be emphasized in all the graduate courses.

	B. Two on-line graduate classes were introduced this year. ARTE 543 Technology and Art Education included online components and ARTE 687Assessment and Evaluation in Art Education was offered as a full online pilot.
A questionnaire was administered to evaluate the effectiveness of on-line instruction in these courses. The questionnaire interrogated students’ support for the on-line learning format, their level of comfort with this mode of learning, effectiveness of peer to peer interaction, and satisfaction with technical support.
	B. Students in both classes were given assessment tasks that required them to:

· Effectively implement projects and case studies via online instructions 

· Report results of investigations and exercises in digital format. 

· Constructively use Web 2.0 and Second Life as learning tools/ environments.

.
	C. All students demonstrated at least satisfactory achievement  in all three assessment tasks. 30% demonstrated high level achievement.                                                                In response to the questionnaire the majority of students supported the online format of learning (75% in ARTE 543and 80% in ARTE 687). They felt comfortable in receiving course materials and instructions via the Internet (82% overall) and found better student-teacher and peer-to-peer interaction/ communications online (72% overall) than in face-to-face courses. However, 88% of the students in both courses suggested more appropriate technical support was necessary in using a new program or software.    
	D. The ongoing development of online courses and face-to-face instruction via the Internet has shown that students were able to adjust their learning and perform well in these courses. However, the School of Art is mainly a Mac environment, which is problematic for both faculty and students. The unavailability of PCs and related software has limited the PC users’ learning opportunities. Because most of the K-12 schools provide only PCs in classrooms, their lack of PC experience also makes it difficult for in-service graduate students to apply what they learned at NIU to their teaching at their own schools. 
Effort will be made to better match technology platforms to future school placements for both courses.


This completed form, the departmental assessment plan, and the departmental assessment program data and results are to be kept on file and available for review in the college office. 
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