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SECTION I:
CONTEXTUAL
I.A.  PROGRAM OVERVIEW

1. Name of program, level(s) of preparation (check all that apply), and name of degree, if applicable. 

	Northern Illinois University

Secondary Teacher Certification in History and Social Sciences
	Undergraduate
	Post Bac
	Graduate
	Post Graduate
	Alternative
	Degree

	Social Studies—Economics 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	BA or BS with Certificate; MA with Certificate; Certificate only

	Social Studies—Geography 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	BA or BS with Certificate; MA with Certificate; Certificate only

	Social Studies—History 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	BA or BS with Certificate; MA with Certificate; Certificate only

	Social Studies—Political Science
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	BA or BS with Certificate; MA with Certificate; Certificate only

	Social Studies—Psychology 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	BA or BS with Certificate; MA with Certificate; Certificate only

	Social Studies—Sociology/Anthropology 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	BA or BS with Certificate; MA with Certificate; Certificate only


* Please note: Requirements for program completion and certification are the same for all levels (UG, PG, GR), with course selections/levels as the only difference.
2. Identify the specific Illinois certificate, and if applicable, endorsement(s) and/or designation(s).

	Name/Type of Illinois Certificate 
	Endorsement(s) – 

if applicable
	Designation(s) – 

if applicable

	Type 09, Secondary Social Sciences
	Economics, Geography, History, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology/Anthropology
	N/A


3. Name the specific Illinois standards, and if applicable, professional/national standards addressed by this program. 

	Specialized Professional Associations (SPAs) or

Specialized Accrediting Organization (SAO)
	List Illinois Standard(s) addressed by program

	National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Standards 1.1-1.10 and 3.1-3.2
Ten Thematic Strands in Social Studies
1) Culture 

2) Time, Continuity, and Change 

3) People, Places, and Environment 

4) Individual Development and Identity 

5) Individuals, Groups, and Institutions 

6) Power, Authority, and Governance 

7) Production, Distribution, and Consumption 

8) Science, Technology, and Society 

9) Global Connections 

10) Civic Ideals and Practices


	Social Science Core Standards

STANDARD 1

The competent social science teacher understands the connections among the behavioral sciences, economics, geography, history, political science, and other learning areas.

STANDARD 6

The competent social science teacher understands the principles of constitutional government in the United States and Illinois.

STANDARD 8

The competent social science teacher understands the rule of law and the rights and responsibilities of individual citizens in a democratic society, with an emphasis on the United States and Illinois.

STANDARD 18

The competent social science teacher understands major political developments and compares patterns of continuity and change in the United States and the State of Illinois.

STANDARD 19

The competent social science teacher understands major social and cultural developments and compares patterns of continuity and change in the United States and the State of Illinois.

STANDARD 20

The competent social science teacher understands the major scientific, geographic, and economic developments and compares patterns of continuity and change in the United States and the State of Illinois.

STANDARD 29

The competent social science teacher understands the process of reading and demonstrates instructional abilities to teach reading in the content area of social science.

HISTORY STANDARD 6

The competent history teacher understands major trends, key turning points, and the roles of influential individuals and groups in the State of Illinois from the colonial era to the present.

POLITCAL SCIENCE STANDARD 3

The competent political science teacher understands the development of the United States and Illinois Constitutions.


I.B.  PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Course Of Study CHART 

(Addenda)
List in sequential order (if required)

	Number and Name of Course
	Standards to be addressed within course
	Field Experience


	Clinical Practice
	Semester Hours


	List 2 Activities or 2 Assessments or 1 of each

(no more than 2 for all listed)

	HIST 359 HISTORY OF ILLINOIS 
	Social Science Common Core Standards 6, 8, 18, 19, 20

History Standard 6

Political Science Standard 3
	
	
	3
	Exemplar Activity #1:

At the completion of this required content course, the candidates will have prepared a CONTENT EXAM on ILLINOIS demonstrating mastery of the standards.
Exemplar Activity #2:

At the completion of this required content course, the candidates will have prepared a REFLECTION PAPER demonstrating mastery of the standards.

	HIST 496 SECONDARY TEACHING METHODS, GRADES 6-12
	Social Science Common Core Standards 1, 6, 8, 18, 19, 20, and 29

History Standard 6

Political Science Standard 3
	
	
	3
	Exemplar Activity #1:

At the completion of the required method courses, the candidates will have prepared a UNIT OF STUDY demonstrating mastery of the standards
Exemplar Activity #2:

At the completion of the required method courses, the candidates will have prepared a UNIT OF STUDY ON ILLINOIS demonstrating mastery of the standards

	HIST 400 STUDENT TEACHING
	Social Science Common Core Standards 1, 6, 8, 18, 19, 20, and 29

History Standard 6

Political Science Standard 3
	X
	
	12
	Exemplar Activity #1:

Prior to the beginning of this practicum, the candidates will have completed the ISBE approved SOCIAL SCIENCES CONTENT EXAM (including the subsection on US and Illinois History) demonstrating mastery of the standards
Exemplar Activity #2:

At the completion of this practicum, the candidates will have prepared a PROGRAM COMPLETION PORTFOLIO demonstrating mastery of the standards



1. Provide a brief description of each course (expanded catalog description).

	HIST 359: History of Illinois (3 credits)

Society, economy, and politics of Illinois from prehistory to the present.  Topics start with Native Americans and the beginning of French colonization and exploration and end with Illinois in the twenty-first century. 
HIST 496: History and Social Science Instruction Grades 6-12 (3 credits)

Crosslisted as ANTH 496X, ECON 496X, GEOG 496X, POLS 496X, PSYC 496X, and SOCI 496X. Organization and presentation of materials for history and social science courses at the middle school, junior high, and senior high school levels.  Students must write a complete unit of lesson plans, complete the Illinois Social Studies project, and familiarize themselves with the processes and demands of lesson planning, and teaching aligned with standards.

HIST 400: Student Teaching (Secondary) in History/Social Sciences (12 credits)

Student teaching experience, 14 weeks in a secondary (Grades 6-12) social studies classroom, for one semester.  Includes required seminar for ten hours which covers issues of classroom management, impact on student learning, learning styles, and school settings.



SECTION II – EXEMPLAR ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS
SECTION II.B  EXEMPLAR ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS 

HIST 359 EXEMPLAR ACTIVITY 1: Content Exam on Illinois History
1. Narrative:
a. Describe the exemplar activity and/or assessment and its use in the program: 

First, it is important to understand that HIST 359: History of Illinois was a course created specifically with our program and its students in mind in order to give them a comprehensive coverage of Illinois and its relevance to our nation and its citizens.  Instead of merely relying upon “chance” (where our students might encounter a vignette of Illinois in a general survey class or upper-level class dedicated to a larger topic, e.g. Labor History, or perhaps enroll in our popular HIST 368: History of Chicago) we wanted our students to have sustained engagement with the foundations of Illinois and its social studies elements in both areas of content and pedagogy.

In the content course, students are required to complete an initial content exam on Illinois history, government, economics, geography, etc., using Roger Biles, Illinois: A History of the Land and Its People as their central resource test.  The content must cover from the earliest period of Native American settlement to the present and all facets of the state’s social, economic, political, historical, and geographic elements.  Students are also required to turn in an explanation for their selections and their overall approach.  This assignment is used to help students identify central themes, topics, and important information.
b. Identify the specific standards (as applicable – professional, state, and/or institutional standards) addressed by the exemplar activity and/or assessment.
Social Science Common Core Standards 6, 8, 18, 19, 20

History Standard 6

Political Science Standard 3

c. Briefly summarize the findings based on data.
All of our students have performed well in this class throughout its existence (since 2004).  With 100% of the students passing the course we feel that our desire to generate exposure to Illinois as a topic of content and some unique pedagogical approaches (such as using Illinois-based readings to develop reading instruction) have been achieved.  If we take a “C” as passing, then 100 of our program completers have demonstrated success.  If we elevate our program standard to a “B” (80% on NIU’s flat grading scale) then we still have a 90.9% success rate.  We have used the final grades for the course as that is all that is available to us as a result of FERPA restrictions, and since the two assignments in total make up 50% of the course grade.
d. Provide a discussion of how the exemplar activity and/or assessment data demonstrate candidates’ mastery of the identified standards.
The correlation of knowledge acquisition through our content courses and the passage rate on the state content exams for those who are taking the exams as non-majors, is very high.  The required selection of courses therefore has provided these students with enough essential knowledge to pass a content test based on the range of information and in discipline specific areas that are not their major.  Given the multiple content focus in the HIST 359 History of Illinois class, our students overall grade performance and correlating assignments have proven that this course is helping our students develop the requisite knowledge in the field.
2. The exemplar activity and/or assessment, including the instructions to candidates about the assigned task (excludes State assessments);
Please see attachment HIST 359 Exemplar Activity 1 and 2 Activity and Scoring Guides, page 3, Assignment B.1.

3. Scoring guides or criteria used to score candidates’ responses on the exemplar activity and/or assessment; and

Please see attachment HIST 359 Exemplar Activity 1 and 2 Activity and Scoring Guides, page 3, Assignment B.1.

4. A table with the aggregated results of the exemplar activity and/or assessment for the most recent three years.  
	Semester Cohort
	FA 05
	SP 06
	FA 06
	SP 07
	FA 07
	SP 08
	TOTALS

	Grades
	HIST 359
	HIST 359
	HIST 359
	HIST 359
	HIST 359
	HIST 359
	HIST 359

	A (4)
	10
	9
	9
	7
	10
	12
	57

	B (3)
	13
	7
	10
	16
	10
	7
	63

	C (2)
	3
	2
	2
	2
	1
	2
	12

	D (1)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	F (0)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No.
	26
	18
	21
	25
	21
	21
	132

	Total
	85
	61
	70
	80
	72
	73
	441

	Mean
	3.27
	3.38
	3.33
	3.2
	3.43
	3.48
	3.24

	Median
	B
	B
	B
	B
	B
	A
	B

	Mode
	B
	A
	B
	B
	B
	A
	B

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Passing
	26
	18
	21
	25
	21
	21
	132

	%Passing
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100


HIST 359 EXEMPLAR ACTIVITY 2: Reflection Paper on Illinois History Content
1. Narrative including the following:
a. Describe the exemplar activity and/or assessment and its use in the program.
For this follow-up assignment, students are required to revise their initial content exam on Illinois in light of their sustained learning over the course of the semester.  This assignment calls for students to discern how information and knowledge are developed, the nuances of Illinois as a content area, and how Illinois is often presented in a survey narrative format v. its more complex depth and particular investigations.  Students are required to consider if a unified narrative is possible (thus linking all of the various social science elements) and how information about Illinois is disseminated and what we as a people need to know to be more effective citizens of Illinois.  Particular attention is paid to issues of reading, readings as an instrument of learning, teaching, and knowledge, and their role in assessments.

b. Identify the specific standards (as applicable – professional, state, and/or institutional standards) addressed by the exemplar activity and/or assessment.
Social Science Common Core Standards 1, 6, 8, 18, 19, 20 and 29

History Standard 6

Political Science Standard 3

c. Briefly summarize the findings based on data.
All of our students have performed well in this class throughout its existence (since 2004).  With 100% of the students passing the course we feel that our desire to generate exposure to Illinois as a topic of content and some unique pedagogical approaches (such as using Illinois-based readings to develop reading instruction) have been achieved.  If we take a “C” as passing, then 100 of our program completers have demonstrated success.  If we elevate our program standard to a “B” (80% on NIU’s flat grading scale) then we still have a 90.9% success rate.  We have used the final grades for the course as that is all that is available to us as a result of FERPA restrictions, and since the two assignments in total make up 50% of the course grade.

d. Provide a discussion of how the exemplar activity and/or assessment data demonstrate candidates’ mastery of the identified standards.
The correlation of knowledge acquisition through our content courses and the passage rate on the state content exams for those who are taking the exams as non-majors, is very high.  The required selection of courses therefore has provided these students with enough essential knowledge to pass a content test based on the range of information and in discipline specific areas that are not their major.  Given the multiple content focus in the HIST 359 History of Illinois class, our students overall grade performance and correlating assignments have proven that this course is helping our students develop the requisite knowledge in the field.
2. The exemplar activity and/or assessment, including the instructions to candidates about the assigned task (excludes State assessments);
Please see attachment HIST 359 Exemplar Activity 1 and 2 Activity and Scoring Guides, page 4, Assignment B.2.

3. Scoring guides or criteria used to score candidates’ responses on the exemplar activity and/or assessment; and
Please see attachment HIST 359 Exemplar Activity 1 and 2 Activity and Scoring Guides, page 4, Assignment B.2.

4. A table with the aggregated results of the exemplar activity and/or assessment for the most recent three years.  
	Semester Cohort
	FA 05
	SP 06
	FA 06
	SP 07
	FA 07
	SP 08
	TOTALS

	Grades
	HIST 359
	HIST 359
	HIST 359
	HIST 359
	HIST 359
	HIST 359
	HIST 359

	A (4)
	10
	9
	9
	7
	10
	12
	57

	B (3)
	13
	7
	10
	16
	10
	7
	63

	C (2)
	3
	2
	2
	2
	1
	2
	12

	D (1)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	F (0)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No.
	26
	18
	21
	25
	21
	21
	132

	Total
	85
	61
	70
	80
	72
	73
	441

	Mean
	3.27
	3.38
	3.33
	3.2
	3.43
	3.48
	3.24

	Median
	B
	B
	B
	B
	B
	A
	B

	Mode
	B
	A
	B
	B
	B
	A
	B

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Passing
	26
	18
	21
	25
	21
	21
	132

	%Passing
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100


HIST 496 EXEMPLAR ACTIVITY 1: Curriculum Unit Project
1. Narrative including the following:
a. Describe the exemplar activity and/or assessment and its use in the program.
Every candidate must design ten complete lessons of instruction.  This “unit” must include a variety of teaching methods, employ techniques that address multiple learning styles, be built upon “best practices” and the “events of instruction” that are taught in the methods course, and integrate both NCSS Thematic standards as well as ISBE Learning Goals for Students.  These units must integrate multiple teaching methods, and incorporate at least one lesson that is designed around multiple social science disciplines.  Students must also select numerous readings (primary, secondary, reference) to incorporate into their lessons and document the ways in which they will use these readings as instructional and assessment tools.  The lesson plan format is a standard format for all the lessons and is provided in class.  Candidates must also write a unit rationale, content overview, planning outline, and construct all necessary teaching materials from original ideas.  The rubric that is used to assess this assignment is built upon the conceptual framework and best practices design of the program

b. Identify the specific standards (as applicable – professional, state, and/or institutional standards) addressed by the exemplar activity and/or assessment.

Social Science Common Core Standards 1, 6, 8, 18, 19, 20 and 29

History Standard 6

Political Science Standard 3

c. Briefly summarize the findings based on data.
We have defined the following as the criteria for candidate and program success on this assessment: meeting Expectations for a Candidate = a grade of B or higher on the comprehensive assignment evaluation as based on a rubric. Program Success = 80% or higher overall pass rate on the assignment. Thus with an 89% pass rate we feel that our students are handling the demands of curricular and lesson planning quite well.  Only two students during this most recent AY period were unable to meet the high expectations set for demonstrating how content knowledge is filtered into teaching plans and methods design (with one “Incomplete” due to medical circumstances).  Since only 2 students from our program failed to meet the objectives and standards set, we feel that continued monitoring is called for to prevent even one student from failing, but that overall the design and assessment of this project is strong and correlates to the demands of teaching the content.  We feel that it is important to point out that this project is a PROGRAM REQUIREMENT, meaning that if the student fails to meet our standards on this assignment alone, no matter what else they may do in the methods course of which it is a part or in the larger program, they are dismissed from the program.

d. Provide a discussion of how the exemplar activity and/or assessment data demonstrate candidates’ mastery of the identified standards.
As a collection of lesson plans this project requires students to engage the content of multiple social studies disciplines (see Lesson Plan Project, No. 5), relate their content to the standards as put forth in the Illinois Learning Goals for students, the ISBE Content Standards for Educators, and the NCSS Thematic Standards (see Step 1 of the Lesson Plan Format), demonstrate a clear content-based rationale for their teaching, and address the essential questions for the discipline(s).  While any one individual project may have its primary foundation in one specific discipline, students are required to engage the broader field of social studies and to develop lessons that allow their students to see the interconnectivity of one discipline with the several others.  Our HIST 496 Secondary Teaching Methods course places substantial emphasis on the relationship of content to the selection of teaching method (see both HIST 496 Syllabus and the HIST 496 Handout, Essential Elements of Teaching, Planning, and Learning). We have set the bar for success on this project (and the course in which it is required) quite high.  For a student to have to get an 80% or higher in order to continue in the program means that we do not accept “average” as a passing grade, rather we expect “above average” or better of our program graduates. We want to be able to assure our Cooperating Teachers and Schools as well as future employers that our program completers are capable and adept at lesson construction, integration of standards, and content knowledge and delivery.  By requiring ten lessons, as just one of many assignments in the methods course, we are able to effectively assess how well our students can integrate the knowledge with methods and present potential lessons that will engage students, promote greater understanding, and ensure learning.  This is evident in the rubric that is used to assess each lesson plan and its focus on nineteen different elements, six of which are directly linked to application of standards and integration/presentation of content knowledge.  While our passing rate is indicative of some success, and our exit interviews and other anecdotal evidence reveal that our candidates leave our program well-prepared in this regard, we are always on the alert to refine and improve our approach.  Thus we meet every semester to review this assignment, make changes to help clarify the assignment and keep it aligned with standards, practices in the field, and our own expectations for quality teacher preparation.  We have constantly asked our program candidates how well this project serves them as they undertake student teaching.  We will, as part of our own future programmatic evaluations, begin to inquire of our program graduates how many of them still use the elements and content of this assignment in their own teaching.
2. The exemplar activity and/or assessment, including the instructions to candidates about the assigned task (excludes State assessments);
Please see attachment: HIST 496 Examplar Activity 1 Project and Scoring Guides

3. Scoring guides or criteria used to score candidates’ responses on the exemplar activity and/or assessment; and

Please see attachment: HIST 496 Examplar Activity 1 Project and Scoring Guides
4. A table with the aggregated results of the exemplar activity and/or assessment for the most recent three years.  Programs that report newly developed exemplar activities and/or assessments must include at least one semester of data.  The data reported must be aligned with the submitted scoring guide for the specific exemplar activity and/or assessment. 

	Semester Cohort
	SP 06
	FA 06
	SP 07
	FA 07
	SP 08
	TOTALS

	Grades
	Curriculum Unit Lesson Project
	Curriculum Unit Lesson Project
	Curriculum Unit Lesson Project
	Curriculum Unit Lesson Project
	Curriculum Unit Lesson Project
	Curriculum Unit Lesson Project

	A (4)
	13
	11
	9
	12
	16
	61

	B (3)
	6
	9
	9
	7
	7
	38

	C (2)
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	9

	D (1)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	F (0)
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No.
	21
	22
	20
	22
	25*
	111

	Total
	72
	75
	67
	73
	89
	376

	Mean
	3.42
	3.41
	3.35
	3.32
	3.42
	3.39

	Median
	A-
	B+
	B
	A-
	A
	A-

	Mode
	A
	A
	B
	A
	A
	A

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Passing
	20
	22
	20
	21
	25
	108

	%Passing
	95
	100
	100
	95
	96
	97


* One student for SP 08 currently has an outstanding “I” (Incomplete) grade due to personal medical circumstances.  That student has not been included in the grade reports, but is included in the overall numbers (111) reported for our total results.
HIST 496 EXEMPLAR ACTIVITY 2: Illinois Social Studies Project
1. Narrative including the following:
a. Describe the exemplar activity and/or assessment and its use in the program.
A collection of three lesson plans that integrates the candidate’s content knowledge on Illinois history and social sciences-related topics with pedagogical planning and practice and serves as a cap-stone assignment linking their enrollment in HIST 359: History of Illinois with their development throughout HIST 496: Secondary Teaching Methods in the Secondary School (Grades 6-12).  Students are specifically required to utilize a variety of readings and reading instructional methods as a part of these lessons.  These lessons will eventually be posted on the program webpage to provide an on-going resource for all students, past and present, on Illinois-based lessons.
b. Identify the specific standards (as applicable – professional, state, and/or institutional standards) addressed by the exemplar activity and/or assessment.
Social Science Common Core Standards 1, 6, 8, 18, 19, 20 and 29

History Standard 6

Political Science Standard 3

c. Briefly summarize the findings based on data.
Our students are handling the demands of original curricular and lesson planning quite well as well as showing a solid understanding of the relevance and important of Illinois in the disciplines of history and social science.  We have set the individual student level for meeting expectations at a grade of B or higher on the comprehensive assignment evaluation and our program level for meeting expectations at 80% success rate for all of our students.  With 108 out of 111 students (97% success rate) meeting the expectations, we feel that the program objectives are met.  Given the focus on Illinois history and / or elements of social studies taught using local or state examples, we feel that our earlier decision to require HIST 359, History of Illinois, was a good decision.  This assignment really allows us to see how the students are able to integrate their academic study of history into their pedagogical and methodological study of teaching.  While there have been some students who have faltered in this area, we feel that the sustained focus has been beneficial to both our students and the future of using Illinois and Illinois-based elements in the teaching of social studies

d. Provide a discussion of how the exemplar activity and/or assessment data demonstrate candidates’ mastery of the identified standards.
Since very few students from our program have failed to meet the objectives and standards set, we feel that we have had some very good success with this project and its infusion of Illinois into the entire social studies curriculum and our program.  We do feel, however, that continued monitoring is called for to prevent even one student from underacheiving, but that overall the design and assessment of this project is strong.  This assignment is entirely derived from our desire to address the Illinois-specific standards as set for in the Social Studies Content matrix and each of the six discipline-specific sets of matrices as well.  These matrices are derived from and aligned with the NCSS themes giving us a firm foundation for the focal point of Illinois as emblematic of the larger national and international stories.

2. The exemplar activity and/or assessment, including the instructions to candidates about the assigned task (excludes State assessments);
Please see attachment: HIST 496 Examplar Activity 2 Project and Scoring Guides
3. Scoring guides or criteria used to score candidates’ responses on the exemplar activity and/or assessment; and
Please see attachment: HIST 496 Examplar Activity 2 Project and Scoring Guides

4. A table with the aggregated results of the exemplar activity and/or assessment for the most recent three years.  
	Semester Cohort
	SP 06
	FA 06
	SP 07
	FA 07
	SP 08
	TOTALS

	Grades
	IL Social Studies Lesson Project
	IL Social Studies Lesson Project
	IL Social Studies Lesson Project
	IL Social Studies Lesson Project
	IL Social Studies Lesson Project
	IL Social Studies Lesson Project

	A (4)
	18
	19
	10
	11
	14
	72

	B (3)
	2
	3
	10
	9
	12
	36

	C (2)
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	D (1)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	F (0)
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No.
	21
	22
	20
	22
	26
	111

	Total
	78
	85
	70
	73
	92
	398

	Mean
	3.70
	3.86
	3.5
	3.32
	3.69
	3.59

	Median
	A
	A
	B+
	B
	A-
	A-

	Mode
	A
	A
	B
	A
	A
	A

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Passing
	20
	22
	20
	21
	26
	109

	%Passing
	95
	100
	100
	95
	100
	98


HIST 400 EXEMPLAR ACTIVITY 1: ISBE Content Exams (with subsections)
1. Narrative including the following:
a. Describe the exemplar activity and/or assessment and its use in the program.
A mandated, state-developed, content exam in the field of social studies, with four areas/groupings of questions including general social studies and history common core and two additional subareas specific to the content of the discipline being examined. This assessment is used to determine if students meet ISBE content standards and to grant them permission to begin student teaching.  It is further used by program to assess how well our selection of mandatory courses aligns with state-specified content standards.
b. Identify the specific standards (as applicable – professional, state, and/or institutional standards) addressed by the exemplar activity and/or assessment.
Social Science Common Core Standards 1, 6, 8, 18, 19, 20 and 29

History Standard 6

Political Science Standard 3

c. Briefly summarize the findings based on data.
With an 88% initial pass rate for our candidates (100% pass rate for program completers as those who do not pass are not permitted to complete the program), we are confident that the required coursework for the program and in the disciplines correlates well with the knowledge and concepts that history and social studies teachers are required to demonstrate.  Our pass rates per exam administration and overall average well exceeds those of the state pass rates and many other institutions throughout Illinois and our pass rate has been steadily improving as we have made program modifications and addressed the new developments in the field. Citing only the History exam scores (our most frequent exam, by far) we can compare our institutional pass rate to the state pass rate since 2004:

   Acad. Year

State # and %


NIU # and %


    2004-05

1040 / 1795  57.9%

57 / 75  76%

    2005-06

1091 / 1874  58.2%

48 / 64  75%

    2006-07

1258 / 1554  80.9%

56 / 66  84.8%

    2007-08

950 / 1395  68%

75 / 79  94.9%

d. Provide a discussion of how the exemplar activity and/or assessment data demonstrate candidates’ mastery of the identified standards.
We believe that our pass rate on these exams establishes how our program directs students to enroll in coursework that is aligned to the important content of the disciplines, as documented by the Illinois standards.  With students expected to engage in connections, analysis, and interpretation that is oriented toward each of the seven disciplines as well as the broader, integrative concepts of social sciences (please refer to the Frameworks, Sub-areas 1 and 2 for any of the exams to see how this is done) we feel that these exams are one positive measure of our students’ knowledge and ability to discuss the thematic concepts of social studies, especially as they relate to Illinois centered topics. Furthermore, our program continues to use these assessments as tools not only to measure our students’ exposure to the concepts, themes, and knowledge, but also enhance and improve our program’s offerings and requirements that are aimed at this goal.  We routinely examine the individual and collective score reports to assess how well our program design meets the needs of the students as measured by these exams.
2. The exemplar activity and/or assessment, including the instructions to candidates about the assigned task
As we have used the ISBE Content Exams in all seven of the social sciences, no activity is to be submitted; it is already on record with ISBE.
3. Scoring guides or criteria used to score candidates’ responses on the exemplar activity and/or assessment; and
As we have used the ISBE Content Exams in all seven of the social sciences, no scoring guide and/or criteria is to be submitted; it is already on record with ISBE.  We used the Exam Frameworks to demonstrate this facet to NCSS.
4. A table with the aggregated results of the exemplar activity and/or assessment for the most recent three years.  
Please see additional attachment: “HIST 400 Exemplar Activity 1 Content Test Reports Data Charts” with all cohorts by semester and by content exam.

	Exam
	HIST
	ANTH/SOCI
	ECON
	GEOG
	POLS
	PSYC
	Overall Totals

	Score Range*
	Total Score
	Total Score
	Total Score
	Total Score
	Total Score
	Total Score
	Total Score

	300-290
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	289-280
	12
	3
	1
	3
	4
	3
	26

	279-270
	26
	2
	1
	9
	10
	1
	49

	269-260
	23
	1
	3
	8
	6
	3
	44

	259-250
	27
	3
	1
	3
	7
	7
	48

	249-240
	27
	
	1
	4
	1
	2
	35

	239-230
	11
	1
	
	2
	2
	2
	18

	229-220
	4
	
	
	1
	
	
	5

	219-210
	2
	
	
	
	1
	
	3

	209-200
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	199-190
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	189-180
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	* Scores are shown by range, but calculations are based on actual scores.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	N
	134
	10
	9
	30
	33
	19
	235

	Total #
	34370
	2666
	2348
	7886
	8667
	4930
	60867

	Mn.
	255
	267
	261
	263
	263
	259
	259

	Md.
	255
	270
	262
	267.5
	264
	256
	262

	Mode
	247
	258
	254
	274
	276
	256
	260

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Passing
	115
	9
	9
	27
	30
	17
	207

	Passing %
	86
	90
	100
	90
	91
	89
	88


# Totals are based on ACTUAL ISBE scores as reported to NIU through the ISBE database.
HIST 400 EXEMPLAR ACTIVITY 2: Program Completion Portfolio
1. Narrative including the following:
a. Describe the exemplar activity and/or assessment and its use in the program.
All program candidates are expected to compile an electronic portfolio during their final three semesters of the program.  The portfolio, which is aligned with the conceptual framework, state, and NCSS standards, requires a candidate to document their ability to meet these standards and criteria based on both knowledge and performance indicators.  Candidates are also expected to provide evidence of their ability to meet these criteria.  Candidates then present their portfolio for assessment to a team of program evaluators made up of the program faculty.  The portfolios are assessed using an aligned rubric and the candidate is given the opportunity to present their portfolio during an exit interview, causing them to reflect on their efforts, allowing the evaluators to reflect on their rating, and a final rating is assigned.

b. Identify the specific standards (as applicable – professional, state, and/or institutional standards) addressed by the exemplar activity and/or assessment.
Social Science Common Core Standards 1, 6, 8, 18, 19, 20 and 29

History Standard 6

Political Science Standard 3

c. Briefly summarize the findings based on data.
The portfolio provides us with cumulative data on the candidates’ planning, performance, academic achievements, impact on student learning, and success in the classroom.  It also provides us with comprehensive data about a candidate’s program of study within their major and gives us program course data.  The Portfolio is clearly and completely aligned with our conceptual framework tenets and dispositions (please see “Portfolio Rubric Aligned…” attachment) and the Illinois Professional Teaching Standards which assess a candidate’s ability to engage in Knowledge, Practice, and Reflection.  Students’ portfolio submissions must include examples of their lessons, student work products, evaluations from University Supervisors and Cooperating Teachers, a reflection on their performance, knowledge, and practices, and evidence of meeting each of the standards delivered through completion of the ISBE matrices for content, teaching, technology, basic skills, and language standards.  To date all candidates who have undertaken this task have completed it according to program standards.  Our threshold for meeting expectations for a candidate is for them to receive 32 or higher out of 40 on the comprehensive assignment evaluation as based on a rubric and our program success is set at a 95% or higher pass rate on the assignment.  With 99% of our students demonstrating success on this important, culminating, and comprehensive assignment, to date we feel that our students have been able to meet the demands of this comprehensive and strenuous assessment.   

d. Provide a discussion of how the exemplar activity and/or assessment data demonstrate candidates’ mastery of the identified standards.
The fact that this is a cumulative program completion portfolio is the strongest evidence of how well our students have done throughout their program as individuals and as a collective.  While the preponderance of our students fall within the four point range of 32-36, just four points within passing, this in itself is no easy task.  Students are expected to provide no fewer than two pieces of evidence for every single standard set forth in the five required matrices from ISBE.  In addition they must present a three to five page reflection on each matrix discussing the areas of strength and weakness when it comes to content knowledge, performance, and abilities.  Beyond this, the students are also expected to make a 45 minute presentation to a faculty panel discussing their accomplishments and areas for improvement.  During these sessions they are asked to present and examine twenty different pieces of evidence, as aligned to the rubric, for review and discussion.  Prior to this session our faculty have reviewed the portfolio and all of its evidence in order to pinpoint areas for focus during the interview.  The entire exercise requires sustained reflection, presentation of knowledge, and justification for a successful review of their teaching experience and entire preparation to become a teacher.
2. The exemplar activity and/or assessment, including the instructions to candidates about the assigned task (excludes State assessments);

Please see attachment HIST 400 Exemplar Activity 2 Assessment Directions. 

3. Scoring guides or criteria used to score candidates’ responses on the exemplar activity and/or assessment; and

Please see attachment HIST 400 Exemplar Activity 2 Rubric and Scoring Guide. 

4. A table with the aggregated results of the exemplar activity and/or assessment for the most recent three years.  
Please see attachment HIST 400 Exemplar Activity 2 Data. 
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