Assessment #8 



                                                            For Math 410, Math 412, Math 401:

Program Indicators of Desirable Secondary Mathematics Teacher Dispositions

[Needs to be completed for all mathematics certification students in  MATH 401, 410, 412 and in Math 413, if needed.]  

As part of the ongoing assessment of mathematics teacher certification candidates, the Teacher Education Committee in the Department of Mathematical Sciences is seeking information on candidates’ dispositions for teaching, such as caring, life-long learning and scholarship, creative and critical thinking, collaboration, working with a diverse student body, and demonstrating a professional persona.  If you have any students in your classes who have identified themselves as a potential middle or high school mathematics teacher, please use this form to note anything you have observed that suggests the student has a disposition that is a particular strength or an area of concern.  Please use the blank spaces to note any specific observations you may wish to include.  You do not have to complete a sheet for all potential secondary Mathematics teachers if the course you teach is not a Clinical Experience or a Mathematics Education course.  The Mathematics Certification Program will use this information to provide assistance to students who need to develop the dispositions NIU and the Illinois State Board of Education feel are necessary for teachers who are seeking teacher certification in Mathematics through NIU.  By the end of the semester in which you are the student’s instructor, please return this form to Cindy Stecher, Coordinator of Teacher Certification in Mathematics.  All information is confidential.  Thank you for helping the students in the Mathematics Certification Program.  

Student’s Name _________________________________    Your Name ________________________

Course and semester in which you have observed the student _______________________________

(Key for completing form:  + = area of strength, C = area of concern, blank = not observed

Note:  T = adequate for this point in the program (use in Mathematics Education courses only)
Caring

_____ Shows integrity (truthfulness, trustworthiness, fairness, honesty)

_____ Shows consideration and respect for others

_____ Shows an appropriate sense of humor about self and situations

_____ Shows liking for and understanding of adolescents

_____ Shows ability to respond appropriately to emotional, emergency and academic situations involving others

_____ Shows concern for the social and academic progress of all their students

Life-long Learning and Scholarship
_____ Shows a genuine love of mathematics

_____ Shows intellectual curiosity
_____ Shows confidence in using mathematics to solve problems

_____ Shows an understanding of higher order thinking 

_____ Shows creativity in mathematical thinking and problem solving

_____ Shows willingness to learn mathematics independently

_____ Shows recognition of the need to know mathematics well beyond the level at which it will be taught

_____ Shows desire to connect topics and areas within mathematics
_____ Shows an ability to stimulate curiosity in others

_____ Shows willingness to take risks in order to grow intellectually and professionally

_____ Shows willingness to explore current research in mathematics education and mathematics

_____ Shows willingness to join NCTM/ICTM or other professional organization for mathematics educators

_____ Shows willingness to do the necessary research to answer students’ questions

_____ Shows willingness to design lessons that include connections of mathematics to other disciplines
Creative and Critical Thinking
_____ Shows creativity in lesson planning 

_____ Shows sensitivity in interactions with students

_____ Shows ability to reflect on his/her actions as a teacher, student actions, and possible consequences of these

           actions

_____ Shows ability to identify, analyze and propose appropriate solutions to problems (both academic and

           behavioral)

_____ Shows ability to accept and/or model multiple perspectives on issues (both academic and behavioral)

_____ Shows ability to design lessons that help students analyze and develop creative solutions to mathematical

           problems

_____ Shows ability to create lessons that meet the needs of students

_____ Shows willingness to design activities that engage students in higher order thinking (e. g. - analyzing, applying)

Collaboration
_____ Shows a positive attitude toward working with others

_____ Shows ability to work effectively with colleagues in small groups

_____ Shows effective interpersonal skills with peers, NIU faculty and staff, public school teachers and 

           administrators, parents, and the wider community of the public schools

_____ Shows effective and appropriate leadership

_____ Shows willingness to accept constructive criticism from supervisors and to incorporate supervisors’ suggestions 

            in their teaching

Diversity

_____ Shows a belief that all students can learn and a willingness to work with them

_____ Shows sensitivity and respect for multiple socio-cultural realities of other people

_____ Shows understanding of diverse learning styles and a willingness to accommodate them

_____ Shows ability to assess individual needs and apply effective instructional strategies

_____ Shows willingness to include students’ interests in mathematics lessons

Other Professional Dispositions
_____ Shows a public persona that is suitable for a middle or high school teacher – voice, demeanor, movement, dress 

            are appropriate and indicate an enthusiasm for being in the classroom

_____ Shows personal organizational ability – is able to keep track of multiple details and responsibilities

_____ Shows ability to function within an organizational framework – i. e. punctuality, meeting deadlines, following 

           guidelines or regulations, completing required paperwork

_____ Communicates effectively, both in writing and in speaking, with students, school personnel, NIU faculty

_____ Shows positive attitude toward learning and teaching

_____ Shows flexibility – is able to deal with the unexpected and change plans in response to situation. 

Attachment #8 - Interdepartmental Communication Regarding Teacher Dispositions

[Note:  Also to be used for Math Content Courses for Teacher Certification Candidates in Mathematics]
Name of student:____________________________________________________________

Certification Program/Major:___________________________________________________

Semester:_______________________  Course:__________________________

Instructor:__________________________ Phone:________________________

Specific observations were noted regarding the following disposition(s): (Check all that apply)

______Caring 

______Life-long Learning and Scholarship 

______Creative and Critical Thinking 

______Collaboration 

______Diversity 

______Other

Note: In the space below, the instructor describes observations relative to strengths or areas of concern in one or more of the disposition(s).  

Please return original to the student’s program advisor/coordinator.  For a list of LA&S advisors/coordinators, see    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.clas.niu.edu
.  For College of Education undergraduate program advisors, see    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.cedu.niu.edu/advising/undgadvisers.html
.

If you wish, please keep a copy for yourself.

Assessment #8

Instructions for Completing the Teacher Certification Disposition Forms

[Forms are available in the drawer with the other forms in desk by Dr. Wolfskill’s office in Watson 320.]

Note:  Only instructors in Math 401, 410, 412 or 413 need to complete the long form.

I. Content Math Course Instructors:

    You only need to complete this form if you want to indicate areas of concern or areas of strength with regard to dispositions.   Complete the short form carefully following the directions.  Please give specific examples of the strengths or areas of concern that you check.  You may want to take a long form (for reference only as to the specific indicators that are included under each general category).   Please place the original in the mailbox of Cindy Stecher so that she can place the form in the student’s departmental file.  If you wish, keep a copy for yourself.  

II. Instructors of MATH 401, 410, 412 or 413:

     Near the end of the semester during which the student is in your class, please complete the long form for each of your students that is in the teacher certification program in mathematics and place the original in Cindy Stecher’s mailbox so that she can place the form in the student’s departmental file.    If you have serious concerns about the student, please complete the form ASAP during the semester.

