
Holistic Grading Guide for Dissertations and Candidacy Exams
	
	Pass
	Fail

	Presentation/Organization
	Final product is professionally presented with regard to writing mechanics, layout and appearance.  Paper is well organized with well-constructed paragraphs and subheadings.  The writing flows smoothly and is clear and easy to follow. Good transitions between paragraphs, a pleasure to read.  
	Paper is not professionally presented with regard to writing mechanics, layout and appearance.  The writing may be unclear and difficult to follow.  Use of APA formatting is rough.  Paper is disorganized.  May be excessively repetitive.  

	
	
	


	Literature Reviewed
	Information is balanced and clearly connected to the problem.  Literature review appears to include seminal resources.  Research studies are critiqued, not summarized.  Theories are selectively presented appropriate to the research problem.  Review synthesizes and analyzes more than it summarizes.  Good weaving together of sources.  Quotes generally nested in excellent transitions.  Paraphrasing used appropriately.
	Literature included is not well-connected to the problem, may include tangential sections.  Citations and quotations may be used incorrectly in numerous places.  Theory and research are not clearly delineated.  Paper tends to summarize, rather than critique, analyze, and synthesize.  Quotes used excessively when paraphrasing would be better.

	
	
	

	Research Design/

Methods/

Analysis
	Research method(s) and tool(s) are clearly identified; research questions are clearly related to data collection and analysis; method/steps of data collection are clearly summarized.  Human subject protection is carefully addressed when appropriate. Methods are appropriate for the question(s).  Rationale for research methods is convincing.  Limitations of the study clearly addressed.
	Research method(s) and tool(s) are unclear; research questions are not clearly articulated; method/steps of data collection are vague.  Methods do not appear appropriate for the research questions.  

	
	
	

	Findings & Analysis
	Findings are clearly and appropriately presented (might use tables, charts, diagrams, etc).  Analysis showed examination and synthesis of the findings and showed a clear relationship to the guiding question.
	Findings are confusing.  Analysis an ineffective attempt to examine and synthesize the findings.  Findings unrelated to the guiding question.

	
	
	

	Implications
	Implications/reflections are thoughtful and realistic for future research/practice.  Future avenues for research are addressed.  Opinions are clearly stated and supported by the literature and research.  Includes comments on how research will affect future teaching practice.  Relevance of research to others is apparent.
	Implications/reflections are neither thoughtful nor realistic.  Unclear how this work relates to practice or future research.  Opinions are neither stated nor supported by the literature or research.  Bias may be present in final report.

	
	
	

	References/
APA Format *
	Reference list follows APA guidelines with at least 80% accuracy.  All listed references are included in the body of the paper.  An appropriate number of references are included.  Includes primary sources.
	Reference list follows APA edition guidelines with less than 80% accuracy. Some references missing from the reference list or extraneous in the reference list.  Over-reliance on secondary sources.

	Final Grade an Average of Pass/Fail from Above

(Student must pass at least four sections)
	
	


 *Plagiarism will result in an automatic failure of either the candidacy or dissertation

