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Admission Requirements and Procedures

Our application process is competitive and we receive many more applications that we can accept each year.  Please note the Department of Psychology and our School Psychology program admits only full-time students.  We strive to provide assistantship support to all of our students (see section on Assistantships).  Please see below for important application procedures.  We encourage students with cultural and individual diversity to apply to the program. 
Applying to the Graduate School:

Students applying to our doctoral program must submit the following materials to the NIU Graduate School by December 15:

· Graduate School application and fee (including statement of goals). 

· Three letters of recommendation.  

· Official transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work. 

· Graduate Record Examination (GRE) scores. 

Criteria Reviewed and Process:

For strongest consideration for admittance into NIU’s program in school psychology, our candidates typically have:

· A B.A. or B.S. in psychology, although other related majors are considered.

· Earned a strong undergraduate GPA; typically above 3.40.

· Strong GRE scores; typically in the 1100 to 1300 range (Verbal + Quantitative), with Writing scores in the 4.0 to 6.0 range.

· Strong letters of recommendation.

· Relevant research and/or applied experiences.

· A successful interview, in person (preferable) or over the phone.
Students with strong credentials are invited to interview during our annual Interview/Open House Day (typically at the end of February).  Students unable to attend Interview/Open House Day have the option to be interviewed over the phone or in person at another time that is scheduled.  Students are notified of our admissions decisions as they are made following interviews.  Assistantship decisions are made following admissions decisions; however, students have their assistantship information prior to making their decision to accept admission to the program (by April 15th). 
