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There are a variety of assessment-related conferences offered locally and nationally each year.  If you are interested in attending one, a place to begin your search is � HYPERLINK "http://www.assessmentconferences.com" ��www.assessmentconferences.com�.  There are assessment conferences for general audiences, for discipline-specific audiences and for international audiences.  Conference locations may be in state or as far as New York or California.  The site is updated regularly and lists the soonest occurring conferences first.  Some conferences that may be of interest include the following:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.assessconf.net/" \t "_blank" �(NASPA) A Shared Enterprise: Assessment as a Cross-Campus Strategy for Improving Student Learning & Retention� St. Louis MO,  June 7-10, 2007


� HYPERLINK "http://www.planning.iupui.edu/51.html" �The 2007 Assessment Institute�  Indianapolis IN, November 4-6, 2007 


Click on the underlined links to be taken to the individual conference websites for more information.





In addition to conferences, the NIU Faculty Development and Instructional Design Center offers a number of programs related to assessment  (http://www.facdev.niu.edu/facdev/).  In March, the following program will be offered:





Looking at Learning Objectively�Friday, March 23, 2007 from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm�This workshop by Dr. Stephen Zerwas (Director, Office of Academic Assessment, University of North Carolina-Greensboro) will focus on the development of student learning objectives at both the course and program level. The workshop will include both presentation and hands-on application on the principles of developing student learning objectives and the link between student learning outcomes and course-embedded assessment activities.  Online registration is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.facdev.niu.edu/facdev/programs/03232007.shtml#register" ��http://www.facdev.niu.edu/facdev/programs/03232007.shtml#register�.  Registration deadline is March 9, 2007 and advanced registration is required.  Cosponsored by Assessment Services.
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September 2007 (2 years prior to visit)  NIU gets access to web-based materials to prepare for visit and submits “Intent to Continue NCATE Accreditation


September 2008 (1 year prior to visit)  NIU submits date preferences for NCATE visit


By September 15, 2008 NIU submits electronic program reports to NCATE





April-June 2009 (6 months prior to visit)


NCATE sends third party testimony to NIU for comment





September 2009  NCATE notifies NIU of availability of national recognition reports for programs





60 days prior to visit  NIU submits Institutional Report and catalogs electronically to NCATE





30-60 days prior to visit  NCATE pre-visit by BOE chair and representative from the state team





Fall 2009 Date of Visit  NCATE BOE team and state team visit campus











New NCATE Developments


(http://www.ncate.org/documents/presentations/2007AnnualMeeting/NCATEUpdate.ppt#283,29,Under development: )
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NCATE Visit Timeline 
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Northern Illinois University















































Changes to Standards





Candidates in advanced programs for licensed teachers must participate in fieldwork that requires them to apply class work in classroom settings.  This can be done in nearby school schools, districts, after school programs, or even in the classrooms in which they currently work.





Assessment data is needed to demonstrate that candidates can apply proficiencies related to diversity in their work with diversity faculty, candidates, and p-12 students.  Candidates should be exposed experiences with at two diverse ethnic groups.  





Both faculty and candidates are expected to be able to work with English Language Learners.  
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Carrie Zack


Teacher Certification Assessment Coordinator


� HYPERLINK "mailto:czack@niu.edu" ��czack@niu.edu�


Office phone:  753-0847





Important Survey


Please take a few moments to provide feedback that will aid in the continuous improvement of this newsletter.  





Click on the link below or copy and paste it to your browser to take the survey.  Please respond by March 12, 2007.





UOTC Newsletter Survey


http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=175103269681





None at this time



































Looking at Learning Objectively (NIU workshop), Fri, March  23, 2007   8am-4:30 pm


   Stephen Zerwas, the Assessment Director from Univ. of North Carolina will    


   give a hands-on workshop on course objectives and course embedded    


   assessment





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncate.org/public/calendar.asp" ��NCATE Institutional Orientation Conference�, Arlington, VA, September 26- Oct. 1, 2007
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Upcoming Events








Due Dates
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NCATE’s Winter and Spring Webconferences














After the Visit





Within 52 days  NIU receives BOE report





Within 30 days of receipt of BOE report  NIU can submit institutional rejoinder to NCATE





Within 7-10 days of receipt of rejoinder  BOE can respond to rejoinder





March/April 2010  NCATE Unit Accreditation Board renders an accreditation decision


























Streamlining the Accreditation Process





In an effort to further streamline the accreditation process, NCATE has announced that the following are under development: 





“Greater dependence on data from program reviews for Standard 1” and “Institutional Reports submitted in an online template” 





Offering more than ten webconferences this winter and spring on “preparation of program reports, institutional reports, and on-site visits”   (see calendar on next page)





“Developing new on-line training modules on program standards and the program review process”





“Developing a monograph on how institutions are effectively addressing standards 3 (field experience and clinical practice) and 4 (diversity)





Clarification Regarding Program Review Requirements





NCATE wants institutions and programs to know that ” it is critical to document alignment between standards, assessments, scoring guides, and SPA standards.”  





This means that:


Parts of the assessment are aligned with specific SPA standards


These standards can bee seen in the elements of the scoring guide


Data is broken down by elements in the scoring guide





For more information about SPA Program Review, see the slideshow at the following address:  http://www.ncate.org/documents/presentations/ATE06/ProgramReviewUpdate.ppt#256,1,NCATE Program Review Update





Revised Definition of “Professional Dispositions” 





The revised definition of diversity is as follows:





The professional behaviors educators are expected to demonstrate in their interactions with students, families, colleagues and communities.  Such behaviors support student learning and development and are consistent with ideas of fairness and the belief that all students can learn.  Based on their mission, professional education units may determine additional professional dispositions they want candidates to develop.  Institutions assess professional dispositions based on observable behavior in educational settings.





NCATE’s glossary definition of “fairness” is as follows: “the commitment demonstrated in striving to meet the educational needs of all students in a caring, non-discriminatory, and equitable manner.”





(continued on next page)
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