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The Journal of Education and Human Development’s first issue of 2006 included an article titled “25 Guidelines for NCATE Unit Assessment.”  (The full text of the article can be found at the above link.)  





The authors have all had experience will NCATE unit assessment and are sharing what they have learned with others who will be going through the same process.  The focus is on Standard 2: Assessment and Unit Evaluation.  Recommendations from this article include the following:


Start with a conceptual framework that is focused on outcomes assessment 


Create objectives based on the conceptual framework


Create assessment outcomes based on the objectives (include all stakeholders in this process, not just program faculty)


Don’t forget to also evaluate unit operations (advisement, student teaching placements, the assessment system as a whole, the conceptual framework, etc.)


Align assessment outcomes to the Specialized Professional Association (SPA) standards for each program


Have a mixture of both qualitative and quantitative assessment measures


Be sure to include faculty and administrators in the P-12 schools in this process, especially in creating and evaluating the assessments


Ensure fairness and consistency of assessments (a committee might be convened for this purpose)


When program modifications are made, assess the effectiveness of those changes with things like “surveys, focus groups, pre-tests and posttests”


Remember that three years of assessment data are required at the time of the NCATE visit


After the assessment system has been implemented, conduct a mock visit with someone with is “well versed in the process of NCATE accreditation” in order to identify areas that need modification; the earlier this can be done, the better





Many of these bullet points are things that both the programs and the unit as a whole can work to address.  The last item, the mock visit, is something that the unit is considering.  Please help us to identify people that might be interested in participating in a mock visit (Fall 2007).  We’ll need people who are familiar with the NCATE accreditation process, those that have been trained as an examiner, and others interested in learning the process so that NIU may better prepare for the Board of Examiners visit in Spring 2009.  Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncate.org/boe/onLineBOETraining.asp?ch=27" ��http://www.ncate.org/boe/onLineBOETraining.asp?ch=27� to check out the online training modules that the Board of Examiners use.









































Call for Submissions to This Newsletter









































Tips for NCATE Unit Assessment


(http://www.scientificjournals.org/articles/1008.htm)








Examples of what successful SPA program review reports look like can now be found on the NCATE website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncate.org/institutions/programReportSamples.asp?ch=37" ��http://www.ncate.org/institutions/programReportSamples.asp?ch=37� .





To date examples from only a few SPAs are available, but NCATE is working to obtain examples from all SPAs in the near future. 





If you would like additional information about SPA program review reports, which will be due in September 2008, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncate.org/institutions/process.asp" ��http://www.ncate.org/institutions/process.asp� 
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NIU Office of Teacher Certification


Monthly NCATE Update





As I have been sitting on several of the NCATE subcommittees this past year, what stands out to me above all else is how much faculty and staff enjoy having a venue that brings them together to share ideas.  I always hear about how people wish there could be more time for this sort of thing.  





Besides meeting face-to-face on a committee, a newsletter like this one may be an important vehicle for sharing information and ideas.  However, this venue is only as good as the articles it includes.  That is why I ask that each of you seriously consider whether you might have something to share, even in just a couple of paragraphs.  You need not be a CITC or CAPCE member to submit an article.





Please consider submitting a short article (150-500 words) on an assessment-related or accreditation-related experience you have had.  It could be a conference you attended, an assessment your program implemented, data-driven program change your program made, some interesting feedback you received, etc.  Anything that might be interesting and useful to share with others across campus is welcome!  
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Don’t Forget: NCATE Informational DVD’s Available





Don’t forget that the University Office for Teacher Certification has 2 sets of 2 DVD’s available for faculty and staff to borrow.  The first DVD introduces the accreditation process and  also discusses Standard 3 (Clinical & Field Experiences) while the second DVD discusses Standards 1, 2 and 4 in depth.  Contact Carrie Zack if you are interested in borrowing one or both.
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September 2007 (2 years prior to visit)  NIU gets access to web-based materials to prepare for visit and submits “Intent to Continue NCATE Accreditation


September 2008 (1 year prior to visit)  NIU submits date preferences for NCATE visit


By September 15, 2008 NIU submits electronic program reports to NCATE





April-June 2009 (6 months prior to visit)


NCATE sends third party testimony to NIU for comment





September 2009  NCATE notifies NIU of availability of national recognition reports for programs





60 days prior to visit  NIU submits Institutional Report and catalogs electronically to NCATE





30-60 days prior to visit  NCATE pre-visit by BOE chair and representative from the state team





Fall 2009 Date of Visit  NCATE BOE team and state team visit campus











NCATE Institutional Orientation:  Accreditation, Accountability and Quality Conference  (March 29-April 1, 2007)











Dispositions Assessment Resources





To programs working on developing or revising their dispositions assessments…there are resources available.  Several programs who have presented their dispositions assessments to the CITC Research & Assessment Committee have indicated that they are willing to share their instruments and plans with interested parties.  Contact Carrie Zack or Elizabeth Cummings if you are interested in perusing these documents.
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NCATE Visit Timeline (revised for Fall 2009 visit)



































University Office of Teacher Certification


Northern Illinois University
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Carrie Zack


Teacher Certification Assessment Coordinator


� HYPERLINK "mailto:czack@niu.edu" ��czack@niu.edu�


Office phone:  753-0847





Important Notice


The date of the NCATE Continuing Accreditation visit has been changed from Spring 2009 to Fall 2009 at the request of IHBE.  See the updated calendar on page 4 of this newsletter for details.





Due February 15, 2007  


Interim Assessment Data Report, parts 1 and 2 (Summer and Fall 2006 data)


Diversity Data (Fall 2006)


Initial Programs Only:  Use of Data: Exit Survey, Teacher Graduate Assessment, APT test results (2005-2006 data)






































AACTE Annual Meeting and Exhibits  Feb 24-27 in New York


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aacte.org/Events/meeting_exhibits.aspx" ��http://www.aacte.org/Events/meeting_exhibits.aspx�





NCATE Intitutional Orientation  Mar 29-Apr 1 in Arlington, VA


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncate.org/public/calendar.asp" ��http://www.ncate.org/public/calendar.asp�


REGISTRATION DUE JANUARY 31, 2007
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The second draft (as of October 2006) of revisions to the NCATE Standards is now on the NCATE and AACTE websites for public comment through March 19, 2007.  As promised, the standards have not been substantively changed, but only clarified with alternate or additional language and definitions.  See � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncate.org/public/1412_stdRevision.asp?ch=148" ��http://www.ncate.org/public/1412_stdRevision.asp?ch=148� for more detail.





Summary of the changes to the second draft


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncate.org/documents/Standards/May06_revision/Changes2ndDraftUniStds06.doc" ��http://www.ncate.org/documents/Standards/May06_revision/Changes2ndDraftUniStds06.doc�





Standards with changes highlighted


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncate.org/documents/Standards/May06_revision/2ndDraftRevisedUnitStds06.doc" ��http://www.ncate.org/documents/Standards/May06_revision/2ndDraftRevisedUnitStds06.doc�





Glossary with changes highlighted


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncate.org/documents/Standards/May06_revision/2ndDraftGlossary06.doc" ��http://www.ncate.org/documents/Standards/May06_revision/2ndDraftGlossary06.doc�
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Successful SPA Program Report Examples Available Online
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Upcoming Events








Due Dates
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Second Draft of NCATE Standards Revisions Available for Comment Through March 19, 2007














After the Visit





Within 52 days  NIU receives BOE report





Within 30 days of receipt of BOE report  NIU can submit institutional rejoinder to NCATE





Within 7-10 days of receipt of rejoinder  BOE can respond to rejoinder





March/April 2010  NCATE Unit Accreditation Board renders an accreditation decision


























If you have not yet attended  an NCATE Institutional Orientation, please consider doing so this spring, but you’ll need to act fast—the registration and payment deadline is January 31, 2007.    This is a 4-day conference in Arlington, VA that runs from 8:30am Thursday March 29 to noon on Sunday April 1, 2007.  





It is designed to better acquaint education faculty, staff and administrators with the NCATE standards and the approaches that some other colleges and universities have taken to meet the NCATE standards.  Attendees will come away with a wealth of materials, ideas and information that will make them better prepared for NIU’s visit from NCATE in Spring 2009.  In addition, some of the Specialized Professional Association  (SPA) representatives are in attendance to provide information regarding and answer questions about Program Review.   This is especially important since NIU’s programs will need to submit their program reports to NCATE by February 1, 2008.    





If you are interested, please take the following steps ASAP (this event books up quickly):





Send the completed registration form to Carrie Zack by January 19 (so that there’s enough time to get it paid for and sent to NCATE)


make your reservation at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City (the phone number is with the brochure/registration form)


book a flight into Reagan National Airport (DCA)—the Hyatt has a free shuttle that will take you between the airport and the hotel








No spaces can be held in advance of registration this time!  NCATE is only holding spaces for those who register and pay on a first-come, first-served basis.  
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