Good Examples from Fall 2007 Program Reports
DIVERSITY PROFICIENCIES
General advice:

Diversity Proficiencies
· When addressing diversity proficiencies be careful to list the skills expected to be demonstrated rather than simply the experience candidates must have or the assignment they must complete.  Also, list proficiencies in measurable terms.
Technology Proficiencies

· When addressing technology proficiencies be careful to list the skills candidates are expected to demonstrate rather than simply the courses they must complete or the technology they are exposed to.  Also, list proficiencies in measurable terms.
Family & Consumer Sciences

    Field/Student Teaching Evaluation Competencies: 

Competency 2 – Human Development and learning

A.  Designs instruction meeting all students’ needs

Competency 3 –Diversity

A. Demonstrates Knowledge of Multifaceted Diversity Issues

B. Provides for Varied Learning Needs

C. Creates Learning Community

 Competency 4- Planning for Instruction

 

 B. Plans Appropriately for Diverse Students

  

H. Plans Appropriately for Instructional Groups

 I.  Plans for Assessment of Lesson Aligned with Objectives

 Competency 5- Learning Environment

D. Manages Time, Materials & Space to Engage Students in Productive Learning

Competency 6- Instructional Delivery

           C.  Structures and Paces Lessons

 Competency 7 - Communication
E. Provides Opportunities for Students to Communicate

The list of proficiencies above even includes statements made in measurable terms!

Elementary Education

Knowledge of Community, School and Classroom Factors, Knowledge of Characteristics of Students, Knowledge of Students' Varied Approaches to Learning, Knowledge of Students' Skills and Prior Learning, and Implications for Instructional Planning and Assessment

The proficiencies are there in a list. To make this example the very best it could be, I would simply state all proficiencies in measurable terms.

Knowledge of Community

Knowledge of School and Classroom Factors 

Knowledge of Characteristics of Students

Knowledge of Students' Varied Approaches to Learning 

Knowledge of Students' Skills and Prior Learning 

Knowledge of Implications for Instructional Planning and Assessment

Mathematics Education

Candidates in the mathematics teacher certification program are assessed with respect to their ability to work with different learning styles and different cultures throughout their pre-service preparation.  In ILAS 301, as noted at the beginning of this report in the Clinical Placement Data, each candidate is placed in both a middle school and a high school that has a diverse populations both with respect to ethnicity and learning levels.  During ILAS 301 candidates are expected to interact with students individually, in small groups and as a whole class.  Cooperating teachers evaluate the candidate’s interactions as well as how the candidate plans and adjusts the lesson(s) taught to accommodate student’s different backgrounds and learning styles.  

In MATH 401 and MATH 413 (Student Teaching) candidates are assessed on the same aspects as ILAS 301 in a formal assessment that is almost identical to the evaluation form for student teaching (see Assessment #4).  Two of the indicators for this evaluation are (1) “integrated a variety of instructional techniques” in order to reach different learning styles and (2) “measured students’ on-going and cumulative learning in lessons” by using a variety of informal and formal assessments.  Also, as part of the Math 401 portfolio candidates are asked to report the demographics of the school in which they are completing their Math 401 and student teaching experience (same school) and also to describe an activity that could be used in a mathematics classroom that would help students understand that mathematics has been developed and is essential for all cultures.

The proficiencies are embedded in the narrative, though some work must be done by the reader to discover what they are. I would suggest making it clearer what the proficiencies are and making sure to state them in measurable terms.

· Work with different learning styles and different cultures 

· Interact with diverse students individually, in small groups and as a whole class  

· Plan and adjust the lesson(s) taught to accommodate student’s different backgrounds and learning styles  

· Integrate a variety of instructional techniques in order to reach different learning styles 

· Measure students’ on-going and cumulative learning in lessons by using a variety of informal and formal assessments  

· Describe an activity that could be used in a mathematics classroom that would help students understand that mathematics has been developed and is essential for all cultures

TECHNOLOGY PROFICIENCIES

Family & Consumer Sciences

Student Teaching Evaluations are used to assess the use of technology in the classroom

Competency 1 (F) Applies appropriate technology

Competency 4 (L) Incorporates appropriate instructional technologies to promote student skills in technology.
Perfect as written!

Elementary Education

The Technology Integration assessment in ETT 401B requires candidates to design , implement, and assess student learning activities that integrate technology.
I would simply excerpt the relevant language here:

Design, implement, and assess student learning activities that integrate technology

Mathematics Education

In ILAS 201, after an initial training session, students are required to post assignments on a website and participate in discussion boards.  

In Math 412 students are informally assessed by observation during class as to their proficiency in using graphing calculators (TI-83 or TI-84) and in using the Geometer’s Sketchpad.  Also, in one of the Reflective Questions Math 412 students are asked to design an activity which uses technology to help their students understand a mathematical concept.  

In Math 401 and Student Teaching candidates are assessed on their use of technology.  However, the extent of the assessment does depend on the types of technology available at the candidate’s student teaching school.  Candidate is assessed on how they integrate technology into instruction in accordance with the NCTM Standards.  In Math 401 one of the seminars focuses on technology and is led by a teacher experienced in implementing technology in their high school classroom in different mathematics courses.  During this seminar informal assessment, by observation, is done by both the Coordinator of Math 401 and the presenter.

For the first time, in Fall 2006 NIU offered Math 415 (Uses of Technology in the Mathematics Curriculum for K-12) as an elective.  Students designed activities they could use in their classroom that implemented several different types of technology into mathematics instruction.

I have highlighted the applicable sections of narrative above and listed them as excerpts in measurable form below:

· Proficiency in using graphing calculators (TI-83 or TI-84)

· Proficiency in using the Geometer’s Sketchpad  

· Design an activity which uses technology to help their students understand a mathematical concept 

· Integrate technology into instruction in accordance with the NCTM Standards

· Design activities for use in the classroom that implement several different types of technology into mathematics instruction

