Annual Report of the University Committee 
on Initial Teacher Certification, 2002-2003

Activities of the Committee on Initial Teacher Certification during 2002-2003 covered a wide range of themes.  They included:  

-posting of the CITC handbook electronically on the World Wide Web

-implementation of a new system whereby students request criminal background checks electronically prior to enrollment in clinicals and student teaching

-co-sponsorship of a campus visit of Dr. Penelope Earley of George Mason University, in which she addressed the role of the federal government in the creation of K-12 education policy, restructuring of the CITC

-verification that all initial teacher certification programs address and meet Illinois Content, Literacy, Technology, and Professional Education Standards

-adoption of a model, with the assistance of Donna Adkins in the university assessment office, to measure the diversity of placement sites in initial teacher certification programs

-adoption of a new program enabling program personnel to enter information regarding teacher candidates directly into CICSPROD, thus obviating the need for the continued use of paper RITC forms

-revision of CITC bylaws to effect a reorganization of the committee whereby there will be twelve representatives from both the Colleges of Education and Liberal Arts and Sciences, and two each from the Colleges of Health and Human Sciences and Visual and Performing Arts, with each college determining criteria for eligibility for its representatives.  This revision in the bylaws was subsequently approved by University Council.

-presentation to the CITC of initial teacher certification programs in biology, general science, physical science, and physics, and approval by CITC of these programs


–consideration of a proposal to require exit portfolios of all completers of initial teacher certification.  Ultimately it was decided not to adopt such a requirement programs due to the amount of training and effort required to reach consensus among all programs as to the common elements that the portfolios would share.

The following programs presented assessment plans for their individual teacher certification programs at the university: chemistry, early childhood (graduate),French, geology and physical science, German, health education, social sciences, Spanish, and special education (undergraduate).  

A number of CITC representatives served as members on state boards and panels for the review of new state content-area tests, reviews of teacher certification programs at other institutions in the state of Illinois, and a variety of statewide and national meetings.

Finally, I would be remiss in my duties were I not to acknowledge the invaluable contributions of Dr. Robert Wheeler, Interim Vice Provost, Ms. Margaret Bridge, University Coordinator of Teacher Certification, and Ms. Elizabeth Cummings, administrative assistant in the UOTC office, to the functioning of CITC during 2002-2003.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Morris

Chair, Committee on Initial Teacher Certification, 2002-2003

