
COMMITTEE ON INITIAL TEACHER CERTIFICATION

Minutes of the August 31, 2001 Meeting

(Approved)

Voting Members Present:  C. Abbott, D. Boughton, L. Chandler, K. Cole, S. Conklin, J. Cox-Henderson, 

A. Davidson, F. Falk-Ross, C. Fox, E. Hines, S. Louis, M. Morris, D. Munk, M. Mutuku, N. Stahl, 

S. Stegman, J. Van Lente, 

Voting Members Absent: G. Baker, R. Dembinski, P. Ervin, M. Fischer, A. Heinze, G. Logan, 

M. Mazzola, J. Miller, L. Parker, A. Windelborn

Ex Officio Members Present: M. Bridge, A. Conrad, C. Montgomery, J. Russell, S. Warber, R. Wheeler
Ex Officio Members Absent: F. Kitterle, C. Sorensen

Student Representatives Present: Julie Miller


Visitors:  C. Lubbers, M. Miles, W. Miranda, J. Okrasinski, J. Patrick, M. Pritchard, S. Wyland, 
The meeting was called to order by K. Cole, Chair, at 1:05 PM.

I.
Motion by M. Pritchard to approve the Agenda.  Motion seconded by N. Stahl.  Motion passed.

II.
Motion by C. Fox to approve the May 4, 2001, meeting minutes as submitted.  Motion seconded 



by S. Conklin.  Motion passed
III.
Reports from Committees:


A.
Executive Committee:

1. R. Wheeler will report later in the meeting.

2. M. Bridge will report later on the NCATE/ISBE Visit, but 
a.) CITC Kick-off resulted in some of the sub-committees being set up, but a Chair for the External Communications Committee is still needed, as well as a meeting schedule established, and a chair and additional members for the TEACH Academic Residence Committee are also needed.  The clipboard “sign-up” sheet will be sent around during the meeting.

b.) We need to prepare a list of acronyms and a glossary of terms used at NIU for the NCATE/ISBE visitors to avoid confusion.  A clipboard will be sent around during the meeting.
c.) A sample Conceptual Framework poster was shown, with copies to be sent to department chairs for display.


B.
Curriculum Committee:  no report



C. 
Research and Assessment:  no report, first meeting set for 9/12/01


D.
Procedures, Rules, and Student Appeals:  no report, first meeting set for 9/7/01 



E.
External Communications:  no report
 

VI.
Old Business:

A. CITC membership list attached (attachment #2).  Please advise UOTC of any changes.

B. CITC Committee Membership list attached (Attachment #3).  Please advise UOTC of any changes.


C.
CITC Calendar for both Fall 2001 and Spring 2002 attached (Attachment #4).  Please 


note that these and the CITC Membership and Committee Lists have an “edition date”.  


Future distributions will be changes/corrections and not duplicates.

D.
College Student Representative:  Julie Miller will be the student representative for the 


College of Education.  Other colleges are invited to name a student representative.


E. 
Alternative Certification Program:  J. Okrasinski will report under New Business.

F.
Criminal Background Check.


M. Bridge reported on concerns of Dr. Ali and Dr. Weber about security of the 



information received.  Discussion followed on:

· need for programs to receive the reports vs. central location;

· advisement of programs of candidates’ eligibility;

· who is to receive/accept the reports from the students;

· duplication of efforts, with some programs already requiring other types of criminal 


background checks; 

· cost of various background checks, including duplication of costs;

· length of time background check is effective; 

· requirements of ISBE and districts for a background check.


It was determined that program placement coordinators would continue to accept those 


IL State Police forms sent in or brought in by students who had already requested the 


background check from the Il State Police, but that requests by the student in the future 


would continue to be paid for and submitted by the student, but the State report would be 

sent to the University Office of Teacher Certification


Motion by M. Pritchard that programs already having a procedure in place that is equal 


to or superior to the required State Police form be able to request an exemption from this 

requirement.  Motion tabled and referred to the PRSA Committee.

G.  Criminal Background Advisement

Attachment #5


Referred to PRSA Committee

V.
ISBE/NCATE Review:

A. Pre-Visit Report
R. Wheeler reported on the recent meetings with the two co-chairs of the Reaccreditation Team, Dr. Mary Tanner (NCATE) and Ms. Pat Poole (ISBE).  The principal purpose was to lay the groundwork for the October visit.  Several of the deans were able to join in the discussions.  The meeting was cordial, effective and covered the vast array of information needed for the exhibits.  Dr. Tanner expressed the team’s desire that the visit “not be an ordeal, but a positive experience” and that we “need to make it impossible for the team to miss” information.  NIU needs to put forward very strongly what we are doing very well. 
R. Wheeler indicated the importance of all being familiar with the Institutional Report materials (www.niu.edu/niu_exhibits_2001) and other exhibit materials.  Monday and Tuesday, October 15-16, will be the main times for the Team to make unannounced visits to classrooms, possibly even asking the instructor to leave the room.  He asked forbearance and a special exemption for this unusual intrusion.  There will also be a schedule of interviews set up with faculty, candidates, alumni, district personnel and the NIU administration, which will be extremely important to the success of the visit.  One of the outstanding issues with the ISBE is that all students be placed in diverse settings for the clinical/field and student teaching experiences.  R. Wheeler asked that all programs work with M. Bridge in compiling this and other exhibit information.

M. Bridge reported that the interview list and schedule is being assembled.  It is critical that we have the candidate/interviewee list and the class schedule (professional education rather than content classes) immediately.   M. Bridge will also contact Program Coordinators and Advisers with a table of needed candidate information.




B. Conceptual Framework
UOTC will distribute the Conceptual Framework poster to department chairs for posting in prominent locations.


C. Exhibits

M. Bridge provided a recap of the information to be submitted to UOTC, including but not limited to: 

Program/District initiatives
Program advisement information other than advisement sheets
Follow-up studies of graduates
Policies & Practices that assure candidates have experiences with diverse populations

D. Review Schedule
This will be finalized and sent out shortly.


E. Preparation Meetings, September 25 and 26, Heritage Room 4-5 PM.  President Peters and Provost Legg will be attending.

VI. New Business

A.
Technology Ad Hoc Committee



R. Wheeler requested the development of a CITC and CAPC statement on certification 


programs based on “outputs” or what we expect our candidates to know and be able to 


do.  M. Morris, F. Falk-Ross, A. Davidson and D. Boughton volunteered to serve on this 


committee.

B.
Non-voting membership:
Attachment #6


Request for non-voting membership for EPF and Alternative Certification referred to PRSA 
Committee

C.
Professional Education Requirements


Item tabled to be addressed following the NCATE/ISBE visit.


D.
Conceptual Framework Assessment



A process for assessing the Conceptual Framework over time, including its development 

and changes is needed.  Referred to Research & Assessment Committee. 


E.
Unit Assessment Implementation



Request for implementation plan referred to PRSA Committee.


F.
Alternative Certification plan Change 

Attachment #7


Discussion of ACAB proposal to replace the New Jersey ETS Academic Profile Test with 
the ISBE Basic Skills Test.  J. Okrasinski requested CITC consider replacing the ETS 
Writing Sample test with the sample writing test offered by the English Department.  Items 
referred to the PRSA Committee

VII.        Announcements

A. CITC Meeting September 21, 1-3 PM Illinois Room HSC

B. IACET Fall Meeting, October 12, 2001 Northeastern Illinois university

C. CITC Meeting October 19, 2001,  1-3 PM Illinois HSC


D.    LUDA meeting on 9/11/01 moved to the Heritage Room in HSC

Motion by N. Stahl to adjourn.  Motion seconded by S. Stegman.  

Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 2:25 PM.

Minutes recorded by Elizabeth Cummings.

Submitted to Karen Cole.
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