COMMITTEE ON INITIAL TEACHER CERTIFICATION

Minutes of the April 19, 2002, Meeting

(Approved)

Voting Members Present: D. Boughton, K. Cole, S. Conklin, R. Dembinski, P. Ervin, F. Falk-Ross, 

C. Fox, A. Heinze, J. Pokorny for L. Johannessen, G. Logan, M. Mazzola, J. Miller, D. Munk, M. Mutuku, L. Parker, S. Bowers for M. Pritchard, N. Stahl, S. Stegman, A. Windelborn, J. Cox-Henderson for 

N. Wingfield

Voting Members Absent: G. Baker, L. Chandler, A. Davidson, M. Fischer, E. Hines, M. Morris, 

J. Van Lente, 

Ex Officio Members Present: A. Conrad, F. Kitterle, C. Montgomery, J. Okrasinski, S. Warber, 

R. Wheeler
Ex Officio Members Absent: M. Bridge, S. Miller, M. Myles, C. Sorensen

Student Representatives Present: S. Neumann


Visitors: W. Miranda, S. Schwartz, B. Smith,  
The meeting was called to order by K. Cole, Chair, at 1:05 PM.

I.
Motion by C. Fox to approve the Agenda.  Motion seconded by A. Windelborn.  Motion passed
II.
Motion by P. Ervin to approve the March 22, 2002, meeting minutes as submitted.  Motion 
seconded by M. Mazzola. Motion passed
III.
Reports from Committees:


A.
Executive Committee:

R. Wheeler reported that 1,734 Tuition Waivers were sent out by the UOTC to 166 districts for the Spring 2002 semester.  Thanks to the assistance of programs submitting information to E. Cummings, the reports to districts were mailing out by the 4/15/02 deadline.

K. Cole asked members to submit comments regarding Margaret Bridge as part of her performance review process.  These responses need to be sent to K. Cole no later than April 29th.  K. Cole will submit a summary to R. Wheeler without identifying individuals responding.



B.
Curriculum Committee:  
Attachment #2



S. Conklin reported on the Curriculum Committee meeting of 4/3/02.  Items covered in 


the sub-committee minutes and attached to this agenda will be submitted as a 



“Summary of Action” at the next CITC meeting. 


C. 
Research and Assessment: 


D. Boughton reported that this committee has reviewed the assessment plans of three 
programs, Music Education, Physics and Early Childhood Studies.  They have provided 
feedback to each program and the committee is available to provide assistance to 
programs developing their plans.  For example, the Physics template is one example 
that could be used by other programs.  The committee has received feedback from 
programs on the enormous amount of work that is involved in developing these 
assessment plans, usually by one or two individuals in each program.  There is concern 
that this amount of time will impact the scholarly writing production of these individuals.  
Discussion followed on the scope of this impact, the connection to tenure review, and 
how best to convey proper understanding of the significance of this work to 
administration.  S. Stegman, who authored the Music Education plan, commented that 
while this was an enriching experience, it did increase her workload significantly.  

R. Wheeler suggested that he and D. Boughton co-author a statement on the scope of 
the commitment by the individuals involved to be sent to appropriate administrative 
parties.  


D.
Committee on Policy and Procedures 


M. Mazzola – no report


E.
External Communications:

J. Miller reported that the certification sections of the program websites have been 
evaluated and a summary report will be given at the next CITC meeting. 

F. Ad Hoc Committees

1.
Professional Education Requirements


(attachment #3)
R. Wheeler presented the committee’s submission of a Philosophical Statement and Operating Procedure on Curricular Practice.  Discussion followed on the effect this would have on current curricular practices and on how this document should be distributed.  The document could become a CITC policy statement in the CITC manual.  It tracks with the current process in that each department submits new courses through the regular curricular process at NIU.  Each certification program will follow the recommended procedure for a standards-based approach to meeting the Illinois Professional Teaching Standards, including matrix and advising sheets, through their college curricular body to the CITC Curricular Committee and to the CITC for final approval.  Each program will post the current advising sheets on its webpage and will notify CITC when any changes are made to the advising sheet.  Motion by A. Windelborn to approve the submission in principle and to return it to the Ad Hoc Committee for editing and for final submission to CITC at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  Motion seconded by F. Kitterle.  Motion passed unanimously, with no abstentions.  R. Wheeler asked that comments from members be sent to him in time for the packet to be distributed for the next CITC meeting, scheduled for May 3, 2002.  

2. 
Technology Committee

R. Wheeler – no report


3. 
TEACH Floor




(attachment #4) 

F. Kitterle spoke to the importance of continuing the TEACH Floor residential 
option, which will be under the supervision of the College of Education for the 
coming year, with the other colleges offering initial certification programs 
following suit in the future.  R. Wheeler reported on the renovations to Douglas 
Hall Honors House, which will provide office space for the use of D. Jackman 
and M. Myles in connection with the TEACH Floor. 


4. 
CITC Bylaws

The only volunteer for this committee at this time is P. Ervin.  K. Cole reminded members that it has been some time since the Bylaws have been reviewed and that this review is needed.  N. Stahl raised the question that this could be considered one of the responsibilities of the Committee on Policy and Procedures.  M. Mazzola’s wonderfully eloquent shudder was perfectly understood by all present. 
K. Cole reminded members that the sign up sheets for next year’s committees, including the Ad Hoc Committee on Bylaws, would be routed at the May 3rd meeting.  Interested parties should be prepared to indicate their committee preferences at that time. 


VI.
Old Business:

A. Election of CITC Officers 2002-03
Chair, Michael Morris (elected at the May 2001 meeting)
Chair-elect, Sally Conklin
Secretary, Patrick Ervin
Motion by C. Fox to accept the slate of officers by acclamation.  Motion seconded by 
C. Montgomery.  Motion passed. 


B. NIU Alternative Certification



(attachment 5)

D.
LUDA/CMAC

R. Wheeler provided a joint report on the above two items, first of all commending 
Jeanne Okrasinski for her heroic efforts in getting the NIU Alternative Certification plan 
“up and running”, including creating documents, initiating procedures and working with 
districts.  However, the districts’ commitment to the plan has not lived up to 
expectations.  As a result, only the F&CS program will continue to offer an alternative 
route to initial certification.  The Biology and Math programs will honor their commitment 
to the candidates in the first cycle and, if necessary, work them into a traditional 
program.  Accordingly, NIU will not be able to fund a separate alternative certification 
program and Jeanne will be taking a new assignment as of July 2002.  M. Bridge and her 
staff will continue to support the present cohort.  

The LUDA coalition has developed an alternative certification plan, however, and 
Aurora University expects to receive ISBE approval in early May.  We will be able to 
refer potential candidates to CMAC, who has hired Suzanne Crockett, who will be on 
staff at Waubonsee Community College, to coordinate this program.  Candidates would 
then be recommended for certification by Aurora University.  NIU may contribute to this 
with course offerings.   

C.
Master Plan Certification Internship Program (SB 329)

R. Wheeler commended Judy Cox-Henderson for her tremendous effort in preparing the 
documents for approval of NIU’s program.  This program has received strong support 
from partnership districts.  J. Cox-Henderson will be the contact for this program.

V.
New Business - none

VI.
Springfield Report – no report

VII.        Announcements

A. CITC Meeting, May 3, 2002, 1:00 – 3:00 PM Illinois HSC

Motion by C. Fox to adjourn.  Motion seconded by N. Stahl.  Motion passed. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:10 PM.

Minutes recorded by Elizabeth Cummings.
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