COMMITTEE ON INITIAL TEACHER CERTIFICATION

Minutes of the November 16, 2001 Meeting

(Approved)

Voting Members Present: C. Abbott, K. Cole, S. Conklin, J. Cox-Henderson, P. Ervin, F. Falk-Ross, 

A. Heinze, E. Hines, G. Logan, M. Pritchard for S. Louis, M. Mazzola, J. Miller, D. Munk, M. Mutuku, 

M. Myles for C. Fox, N. Stahl, S. Stegman, J. Van Lente, 

Voting Members Absent: G. Baker, D. Boughton, L. Chandler, A. Davidson, R. Dembinski, M. Fischer, 

M. Morris, L. Parker, A. Windelborn

Ex Officio Members Present: M. Bridge, A. Conrad, J. Okrasinski, J. Russell, C. Sorensen, S. Warber, 

V. Cassidy for R. Wheeler
Ex Officio Members Absent: F. Kitterle, C. Montgomery

Student Representatives Present: J. Miller


Visitors:  H. Kafer, W. Miranda 
The meeting was called to order by K. Cole, Chair, at 1:05 PM.

I.
Motion by E. Hines to approve the Agenda.  Motion seconded by J. Russell.  Motion passed
II.
Motion by J. Miller to approve the October 19, 2001, meeting minutes as submitted.  Motion 
seconded by N. Stahl. Motion passed
III.
Reports from Committees:


A.
Executive Committee:

1. R. Wheeler:  no report

 

2.
Tuition Waivers:  M. Bridge reported that the UOTC had issued 1,642 Tuition 



Waivers which were mailed to 151 districts for the Fall, 2001, semester.  All 



programs/colleges are strongly encouraged to use the electronic format for 



submitting tuition waiver information.  Elizabeth Cummings is available to assist 



programs in setting up the database.   This would further enhance the accuracy 



of the reporting process both internally and on reports to districts.




Criminal Background Checks:  M. Bridge reported that the UOTC will serve as 



the central warehouse for the initial certification criminal background candidate 



information.  Program summary reports have been sent to the college designees 


and up-dated reports will be sent out periodically.  Each college will also receive 



a copy of the individual candidate criminal background reports.  It is the college 



responsibility to determine how this information is to be shared.  The UOTC will 



provide the State Police CBC forms, stamped with the UOTC return address, to 



the program placement coordinators for distribution to their candidates.  Please 



advise the number of forms your program needs for the Spring 2002 semester.  



Please note that students are not to be sent to the UOTC for the forms or for 



advisement regarding this requirement.  




Discussion followed on the legal aspects of this process, including whether the 



districts can require a copy of the report, whether NIU can legally send a copy of 


the State policy CBC form to them, which student convictions should/can affect 



admission/retention in a certification program, whether admission/retention by 



program for other criteria should be reviewed, and other legal issues.  The 



current agreement with the State Police is that the candidate reports are for 



internal (NIU) use only.  K. Cole to contact G. Shur for advice on central 




guidelines on these legal issues.  


B.
Curriculum Committee:  S. Conklin reporting


Motion by S. Conklin to approve the Summary of Action of the November 7, 2001, 


meeting (attachment #2).  Motion seconded by M. Bridge.  Motion passed.




C. 
Research and Assessment: Doug Boughton



No report


D.
Procedures, Rules, and Student Appeals, M. Mazzola reporting


Bylaws Change 4.21 (Curriculum Committee) 


(attachment #3)


SECOND READING



Motion by M. Mazzola to approve the above Second Reading.  



Motion seconded by J. Miller.



Discussion:  M. Mazzola explained that the above bylaws change was deemed 



necessary by PRSA to clarify the present CITC bylaws, thus enabling the Curriculum 


Committee to continue its work.  


He also recommended that an Ad Hoc Committee be formed to review the bylaws, 


particularly regarding clarification of the definition of “faculty” and for the intent of this 


body in regard to membership and voting privileges.  He pointed out the need for our 


bylaws to agree with the NIU governance documents.



Further comments from others included:  including SPS personnel as voting members 


on both CITC and on sub-committees; representation parity for colleges with a smaller 


number of programs so that one CITC member is not required to serve on all 



committees; review of the bylaws provision for proxy assignment; whether a vote could 


be taken at this meeting to re-define “faculty” and if that would assist in moving things 


forward; the status of the CITC chair-elect on sub-committees; and possible differences 


between viewpoints of ex-officio/administrative personnel and faculty in regard to 


curricular items.  



K. Cole directed that the following e-mail message from F. Kitterle to R. Wheeler 


be read into the record of this meeting:


“Our ability to successfully address the issues, concerns, and criteria of accreditation 


would not have been possible without the individual and collaborative efforts of both 


faculty and SPS who are all directly involved in and knowledgeable about virtually all 


aspects of teacher preparation.  In some departments and colleges, the viability of 


teacher certification is solely dependent upon SPS.  Our effectiveness as a community 


working in concert for excellence in teacher preparation benefits from the contribution of 


informed and dedicated faculty and SPS members who sit on CITC.  For this reason I 


endorse voting rights for SPS members on CITC.”




A voice vote on the motion on the floor was inconclusive and a ballot vote was 



taken.  Motion passed.




Motion by N. Stahl that PRSA be charged with researching the definition of “faculty” and 


bring this information back to CITC.  Motion seconded by Julie Miller.  Motion amended 


by M. Pritchard to also allow SPS personnel to vote on CITC and on sub-committees 


until the research is completed.  Amendment agreed to by second, Julie Miller.  



Motion as amended passed.



K. Cole will form an Ad Hoc committee for bylaws revision. Members wishing to 



serve on this committee are asked to contact her.



E.
External Communications: Jon Miller reporting

The sub-committee met and established a series of goals, one of which is the 
development of a vehicle for accurate and current information to the public.  They will be 
generating an evaluation survey of current program certification websites.  The TEACH 
Floor residents will be charged with developing an instrument to analyze their review of 
the sites and will be presenting their findings to CITC.  The committee is exploring a 
grant proposal for funding for this ongoing project.  There will be a meeting with the 
TEACH Floor on November 20th in GA 147 at 8:30 AM on the grant proposal.  A second 
goal of the sub-committee is to encourage all programs to have websites including 
certification information and to provide resource information to those programs needing 
assistance.  



F.
Ad Hoc Committees



1.
Technology Committee  R. Wheeler




No report

2. Alternative Certification:  J. Okrasinski reporting
The Writing Sample test has been completed.  There are 28 candidates.


3. LUDA, Memorandum of Understanding

(attachment #4)

N. Stahl reported that the memo attached to the agenda is being brought to CITC for information purposes, and he invited responses.  Discussion followed, including concerns about program decisions remaining with the individual programs, and that an entity outside NIU not be involved in those decisions.  While there may be an alternative certification model through LUDA, according to M. Long (ISBE), LUDA is tied to the NIU Alternative Certification Plan.  
N. Stahl read into the record of this meeting the following e-mail from M. Long dated 11/7/01:  

“I have read the most recent CMAC memorandum of understanding, and it seems to meet all the expectations of the State Board.  As a point of clarification, however, please note the Planning section, items number 3 and 4.  Please be advised that certification is being offered through Northern Illinois University’s alternative certification program.  The proposal submitted by Northern that earned approval of my staff, the Certification Board, and the State Board specified certain procedures, practices, and requirements.  CMAC should be advised that substantive deviations from the items from the original Northern proposal could jeopardize Northern’s approval for program operation and, consequently, CMAC’s ability to operate.

“In short, I would urge CMAC to:

· Understand in detail all components of Northern’s approved alternative certification program, including admission and exit requirements, program structure, program length, curricular content, instructional delivery models, candidate assessment techniques and frequency, and program evaluation methods;

· Carefully consider any plans or policies that suggest a deviation from the above; and

· Contact Nancy Patton or me if you have any doubts about the implications of proposed deviations from the original model.

“Thanks for sharing this most recent version with us.  As always, we wish you every success in this exciting alternative method of preparing teachers.”

      
 (Michael J. Long, Division Administrator, Professional Preparation, ISBE)




The next LUDA/CMAC meeting will be November 27, 2001.  Discussion on a 



statement from CITC on the NIU Alternative Certification Plan vs. LUDA plan 



and to define the relationship and policies took place.  Motion by C. Abbott that a 


resolution addressing our concerns be sent to LUDA.  Motion seconded by 




M. Mazzola.  Motion passed. N. Stahl was requested to draft the statement.



4.
TEACH Floor Committee:  Jon Miller reporting.




There will be a meeting on 11/20/01 for organization and on the grant proposal 



discussed in the External Communications sub-committee report above.  




M. Bridge will send an e-mail to CITC members confirming the time and location 


of the meeting.


IV.
Old Business:

A. Student Representatives
Colleges were reminded that they can appoint a student representative.

B. College Professional Education Substitution Lists
All programs need to submit a list of any NIU courses substituted for approved Professional Education requirements to the Curriculum Committee for review.


V.
New Business:

A. 
CITC Membership

While this topic was included under the PRSA sub-committee report above, at this point 

H. Kafer reported that, recognizing the larger issues involved, the deans of the four 
colleges housing certification programs will meet to develop a consistent position on the 
definition of membership, to be recommended, not imposed, to facilitate the work of 
CITC and the Curriculum Committee. 


B. 
Professional Education Standards

Motion by M. Bridge to table this item for the December meeting.  Additional information 
distributed to members in their folders.  Motion seconded by J. Miller.  Motion passed.


VI. Springfield Report


M. Bridge requested that members advise her if they are not receiving the minutes of the 

ISBE Cert Board and she would arrange for them to do so.

VII.        Announcements

A. 
CITC Meeting, December 14, 2001, 1:00 - 3:00 PM, Illinois Room, HSC

Motion by P. Ervin to adjourn.  Motion seconded by M. Mutuku.  Motion passed. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:25 PM.

Minutes recorded by Elizabeth Cummings.
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