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Activities of the Committee on Initial Teacher Certification during 2001-2002 covered a range of themes, including the ISBE/NCATE Review, movement of programs from course-based to standards-based formats, Alternative Certification efforts utilizing a number of models, and on-going consideration and decision-making regarding NIU’s 27 programs in Initial Teacher Certification.  These activities were accomplished by the members of CITC with the advice and direction of Dr. Robert Wheeler, Interim Vice Provost, and Ms. Margaret Bridge, University Coordinator of Teacher Certification.

ISBE/NCATE Review: 

· Receipt of evaluations of the program folios (submitted to the professional organizations identified for each of the teacher certification programs September, 2000); submission of rejoinders as needed

· Compilation of documentation and artifacts demonstrating how each teacher certification program meets its professional organization standards, as well as the Illinois Teaching Standards; placement of these items in evidence room for the use of the ISBE/NCATE team members

· Organization of site visits by representatives of ISBE and NCATE (including on-campus and off-campus meetings with program faculty, students, cooperating teachers in regional school districts, program graduates, and university personnel)

· Conducting sessions with ISBE/NCATE team members, addressing how standards are met by programs and by the university

· Notification of the successful reaccreditation of the teacher certification programs at NIU

· Teacher certification programs continue in the process of moving from course-based to standards-based formats, with the goal of demonstrating how the Illinois Professional Teaching Standards, Core Language Arts Standards for All Teachers, and Core Technology Standards for All Teachers will be met by the state’s deadline of July 1, 2003

Alternative Routes to Teacher Certification: 

· Admission of first cohort of students in NIU’s Alternative Certification program

· Discussion and creation of programs with the Large Unit District Association (LUDA) under the Consortium Model for Alternative Certification (CMAC)

· Approval of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences model of a master’s degree plus internship teacher certification program designed to ameliorate teacher shortages in specific geographic or certification category areas; additional Colleges will seek approval to implement similar models in a meeting with ISBE in late July

On-going Activities Related to Initial Teacher Certification Programs at NIU:

· Reorganization of the TEACH floor into a residential option under the control of one of the four Colleges with teacher certification programs on a rotating basis; the College of Education will coordinate TEACH floor activities during the 2002-2003 academic year

· Creation of a Philosophical Statement and Operating Procedures for meeting state Professional Education Requirements

· Participation in the performance review of Ms. Margaret Bridge, which was overwhelmingly positive in reflection of Margaret’s extraordinary work in support of the teacher certification programs at NIU, as indicated also by her receipt of the Presidential Award for Excellence as a Supportive Professional Staff member

· Creation of policies and procedures for meeting NIU’s requirement for Criminal Background Checks for each student in a teacher certification program

· Reviewed the assessment plans submitted by the teacher certification programs in Music Education, Physics, and Early Childhood Studies; reviews of additional programs will be conducted during the 2002-2003 academic year

· Initiated work on meeting the Illinois Core Technology Standards for All Teachers through the establishment of a Technology Subcommittee

· Consideration of the need for review and revision of the CITC Bylaws; referred to CITC Policies and Procedures Subcommittee and deferred for action during the 2002-2003 academic year

· Representation by a number of CITC members on panels for reviewing new state content-area tests

· Representation by College of Education Acting Dean Christine Sorensen, Vice Provost Wheeler, and Margaret Bridge, and numerous CITC members at a variety of statewide and national meetings
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